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Preprints make work available almost immediately
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Benefits of preprints

~ Increase awareness of your research D s |
~ Helped stake a priority claim ro your research
Helped you meet new people in your field

Y Helped you enter or progress in a field [

) Initiated new collaborations B

) Helped you receive a conference invite =

) Helped you receive a grant [

) Helped you receive a job offer [

) Helped you attain tenure | Missi ng
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*of these respondents, only 4% answered “No” when asked if they
anticipate posting a preprint on bioRxiv in the future (survey Q21)

https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/833400v1.full
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Biomedical preprints per month through 2020-04

Sources: Jordan Anaya (PrePubMed), Naomi Penfold, EuropePMC, arXiv, Crossref, SSRN
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Biomedical preprints per month through 2020-04

Sources: Jordan Anaya (PrePubMed), Naomi Penfold, EuropePMC, arXiv, Crossref, SSRN
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Preprints are valid research outputs for REF2021

In conversations about preprints in the UK, the question is often raised: ‘are preprints included in REF?’ In brief: yes. This is
most likely to be applicable for any research manuscript that is prepared close to the REF2021 submission deadline, and is
deemed to be amongst your best work in the current cycle, but which would otherwise not be eligible for REF2021 due to not

having time to be published in a journal before the deadline.

The Research Excellence Framework (or REF) is the exercise the UK higher education funding bodies undertake periodically

to assess UK research institutions for excellence and impact of research outputs. The REF scores determine allocation of

approximately £2bn/year national funding for research, so REF is a major driver of UK institutional policy and researcher

behaviour. Learn more about REF at the end of the post.

Below, we describe how preprints can be included in REF submissions, with extracts from the official REF guidance.

https://asapbio.org/preprints-valid-for-ref2021
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Finding journal policies about preprints

Journal websites: Instructions to authors

JISC| Digital Resources > Open Access

® Transpose

Sherpa Romeo

https://transpose-publishing.github.io/

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/

Practices: asapbio.org/journal-policies
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Preprints and total biomedical literature through 2020-04

Labels reflect percentage of preprints/PubMed papers as a yearly averages
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A significant fraction of COVID-19 research is
currently in preprints
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More on preprints and COVID:

° Curated COVID
preprints from CoB
° Liam Brierley overview
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Search

bioRxiv is receiving many new papers on coronavirus SARS-CoV-2. A reminder: these are preliminary reports that have not bee
practice/health-related behavior, or be reported in news media as established information.

Withdrawn

119 comments

Uncanny similarity of unique inserts in the 2019-nCoV spike protein to HIV-I
gpl120 and Gag

Prashant Pradhan, Ashutosh Kumar Pandey, Akhilesh Mishra, Parul Gupta, Praveen Kumar Tripathi,
Manoj Balakrishnan Menon, James Gomes, Perumal Vivekanandan, Bishwajit Kundu

doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/2020.01.30.92787 |

This article is a preprint and has not been certified by peer review [what does this mean?].

Abstract Info/History Metrics (3 Preview PDF

Abstract

This paper has been withdrawn by its authors. They intend to revise it in response to
comments received from the research community on their technical approach and
their interpretation of the results. If you have any questions, please contact the

corresponding author.



Funder, publishers calls for preprint review

m) NIGMS & @NIGMS - Apr 2

While so many of us are working from home, #NIGMS reminds the
community they could spend time reading and providing comments on
#Preprints. The more constructive feedback preprints receive, the more
useful they will be. #ScienceTwitter @ASAPbio_
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NIGMS

https://twitter.com/NIGMS/status/1245720201741709312

Scholarly publishers are working together to
maximize efficiency during COVID-19 pandemic

April 27, 2020 by Claire Redhead

r,’. eLife FIOOOResearch @

Hindawi
. I FAIR ing.org ‘ IEN
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https://oaspa.ora/scholarly-publishers-working-together-during-covid-19-pandemic/

- Review in <5 days
- Transfer reviewer identities
between journals

“Additionally, the group is asking
all potential reviewers, whether
they sign up to the rapid reviewer
list or not, to help identify and
highlight important and crucial
COVID-19 preprints as early as
possible, to optimize the limited
time of expert reviewers who are
subsequently invited to review the
most important and promising
research by a journal/platform. The
more rigorous and helpful review of
preprints that can occur during this
time, the better for all reviewers,
authors, and editors.”


https://oaspa.org/scholarly-publishers-working-together-during-covid-19-pandemic/
https://twitter.com/NIGMS/status/1245720201741709312

Authors want feedback

B.
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Taking to colleagues
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Authors were asked how they
would like to receive feedback
on papers (see main text and

bioRxiv commenting section Supplementary Data).
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https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/833400v1.full
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Most feedback not in comments
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Sinai
mmunology
Review
Project

“Our workflow ranks each [...]
according to its immunological
relevance. The most relevant papers
are then reviewed in detail by
trainees and validated by a faculty
member.

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41577-020-0319-0

Including 2359 preprints to date with
1450 short summaries and 128 reviews.
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What does the landscape of preprint
servers look like?



44 platforms surveyed

2. Platform's description of the screening check 28. Metadata availability
Quote policy and include URL where possible; If none, state "none", or enter "unknown - information ::‘:;; gc‘f"::rfmi”n“;u“;;“::‘:u“ﬂjggggfs if unknown, enter "unknown - information not found
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. . . penly available via Crossref
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Available with charge upon request

(n=87) (n=3)

Unknown - information not found online

Unknown - question not considered

3.Who screens submissions?
| | Enter details found online about who is involved in the screening process, including URL(s) where Other

appropriate; or enter "unknown - information not found online" or "unknown - question not considered"

29, What does metadata contain?
Select any options where the server indicates they share it in the metadata (even if the data field is not
always complete or accurate)

Check all that apply.

| Tie
A 4 | ienifer (2. 00}

| Publication/deposition date

POtentIa"y el Ig I ble 4. Are researchers involved in screening process? | Author name(s)
Mark only one oval. | Abstract

Yes | Relational link to final journal publication (e.g. in crossref metadata)

(n=90) NG | Author affiation(s)

| Funder acknowledgement(s)
Unknown - information not found online

| License type(s)

Exclusions (n=46) Unknown - question not considered Skt ey

| Full-text content

Not active: 1 3 5. Screening checks - overview ] References

Avre the following checked for during screening. More detailed information in following questions.
| Unknown - information not found online.

Not online: 5 Check all that apply.
| Unknown - question not considered

| Competing interests declared

Re pOSItOI’y. 5 "] Plagiarism (e.g. run through software) | Other:
Scope: 23 (7 OSF) ] ety et b ot ettt e e i e

| Authors are genine This affects how europePMC and other Crossref metadata users can index preprints and provide third
| All authors provide permission to post R ooty e vl
| Compliance with ethical and legal requirements Yes
| Funders acknowledged No
A4 | Clinical trial registration Other.

Included Preprint Servers (n=44) | oer
OSF communities: 17

Open research bundles: 6 110 survey questions or fields completed through online
InespandeHY saIvels! 2 research where available, verified and updated in consultation
with platform representative, where possible; original data

simplified and verified

Slide by Naomi Penfold - hitps:/zenodo.org/record/3626770#.XraqE2hKh3h
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Landscape of platforms

Multi-disciplinary platforms owned by
or affiliated with for-profit publishers

Elsevier

SSRN & First Look platforms:

Cell Press Sneak Peek, Neurolmage: Clinical First

Authorea

Academic groups, societies

Access to money, staff, time, publishing know-how

Philosophy on amount of gatekeeping versus speed & transparency
Motivations: from publisher-driven preprints to publishing-disruptive
preprints

Some OSF
communities

MarXiv ViXra

for-profit

OSF communities:

Look, Preprints with The Lancet, Surgery Open . o . .
Science First Look WikeylAtypon « or funding organisations AfricArXiv
non-profit AgriXiv
F1000 Research P bioRxiv & Arabixiv
Research Square o & Fran _ EcoEvoRxiv
Sprjnger Nature: aylor rancis ESSOAr med RXIV FocUS Archive
BMC & Nature Research (P J Frenxiv
eer. . INA-Rxiv
. IMIR Preprints) OSF Preprints  chemRxiv ~ Metaantv
preprints.org , p arXiv MindRxiv
MDPI Preprints NutriXiv
Open Research PaleoRxiv
) ) o
ChinaXiv platforms: aas, o
MitoFit Preprint Th id SC'ELO AMRC, Gates, HRB, MNI, SportRxiv
) erapol P int Wellcome Thesis Commons
Archives reprints

Subject-specific platforms run by for-profit
(med-tech & other) companies

multi-disciplinary

sub-disciplinary

Slide by Naomi Penfold - hitps:/zenodo.org/record/3626770#.XraqE2hKh3h
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Preprint servers
differ in
screening,
withdrawal,
commenting
policies

A systematic examination of preprint
platforms for use in the medical and
biomedical sciences setting. Jamie J Kirkham,
Naomi Penfold, Fiona Murphy, Isabelle Boutron,
John PA loannidis, Jessica K Polka, David
Moher. bioRxiv 2020.04.27.063578; doi:
https://doi.org/10.1101/2020.04.27.063578

) AS AP b|0 Blog  PeerReview  Preprints = Meetings  Aboutus £ search
Preprint server directory

® Columns ™ Print B Excel McSv 1M Copy

Show 10 entries ‘ Preprint server

Platform description

Disciplinary scope External content Pe
Preprint server ~ Ownership type = ) ) ‘ Disciplinary scope
& indexing -~ col | R ——
Ownership
‘ Ownership type
Pe
Multiple scientific
Funding Google Scholar, so For-profit or not-for-profit
“ AAS Open fields, including
organisation Prepubmed, Europe  op o B
Research health and Sustainability of the service
(funder) PMC, SciLit exi
wellbeing*
cir Platform technology, openness of source code
Advisory board (and researcher representation)
Pe
Google Scholar, Content language(s) accepted
Academic S0 9U2gE(s) P
- SHARE, Microsoft
AfricArxiv All scientific fields community group; ) op Content types accepted
) Academic,
charity exi . o
Unpaywall . Permitted submission formats
cir

Machine-readable full-text content
Platform description: "...is a free, open source and community-led digital archive for African resea
Unique identifier type and versioning_approach

Ownership: Small group of enthusiasts

Versioning_policy,
For-profit or not-for-profit: Non-profit or not-for-profit

Commitment to FAIR principles

Sustainability of the service: COS receive external financial support (e.g. grant, individual); operatc

} Data availability statement
Platform technology, openness of source code: Open Science Framework, open source ala avalanlity statement

Advisory board (and researcher representation): Yes (includes researchers) Clear statement that content is not peer-reviewed on article page

Content language(s) accepted: Afrikaans, Akan, English, French, Igbo, Swahili, Zulu, other unspeci: Clear statement that content is not peer-reviewed on general

https://asapbio.org/preprint-servers
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Closing May 15: asapbio.org/fellows
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