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F fI89 5= 2i—Creating an English-rich Learning Environment

English Room

The English Room is one of the most eye-catching places in our school
with its colourful decorations and dazzling displays of students’work.
This year, the room is decorated to create a jungle environment, where
students can be explorers in the world of English as soon as they enter
the room, aligning with one of the school’s three-year objective: for
students to be self-directed learners. Apart from the interactive
touchscreen display and other previous resources such as the long
tables to enhance the effectiveness of group work, the school has also
added collaborative games such as Scrabbles, Bananagrams,
Pictionary, Twister, and two specially-designed slip-free floormats have
been made for students to play on where students can have fun with
their peers while cultivating their English skills, in particular speaking The English Room provides a language-rich
and spelling. Various posters and banners relating to the English environment for students to learn interactively.
curriculum has been paraded around the campus, including a fun-facts r
outside of the English Room, and in particular for our Key-Stage One . -
students, two giant rainbow caterpillar banners showcasing the ‘ﬁ iﬁ. —&- ‘?& m 'g‘ ‘g‘ ﬂ
alphabet and names of colours at the primary one corridor. All these A T ¢
different exposures help enrich the English learning environment here :
at Tai Po Methodist School.

&

Native-English Speaking Teachers (NETS)

There are three NETs in our school, taking two grades of reading

classes each. They collaborate with the local English teachers to

design lessons that can cater for students of all abilities in order to
provide more authenticity to their English usage.

For P.1-2, students learn through systemic English structures by using
the Big Books and readers from The Grant Scheme on Promoting
Effective English Language Learning in Primary Schools (PEEGS)
offered by the EDB. The readers help expand the students’ reading
scope, ranging from different text types to vocabulary they are able to
apply in everyday life. Furthermore, students from P.1 and 2 have their
NET lessons conducted in the English Room to aid them in transitioning
- from kindergarten
to primary learning,
and it has been '
_evident the

students have English Week Activity: Thank you' cards written by
| shown keen our P.1 students to show their gratitude towards their
beloved ones.

|| interests without
the boundaries of an ordinary classroom.

With P.3-6, the school has adopted a new approach to their reading
curriculum in hopes of developing the students’ interests in different
genres of fiction. The students go through one classical and one
modern fiction, of which they would be exposed to different styles of
writing as well as the use of English.

NETSs lessons are enjoyed by students of all levels at our school for

our teachers always employ games and fun activities to arouse

jll students’ interests, such as iPad games using online applications for
checking understanding, progressive approaches such as peer

reading and shared reading for students to build confidence to read

aloud in activities like readers’ theatre and story-based drama.

i ¥ ¥ .9

"Joseph and his Dreamcoat’” Drama Performance:

Some of our students were able to be involved with
the characters during the show.
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Our Curriculum — English Language

Creating an English-rich learning Environment

We believe that students should be given more opportunities to develop the maximum degree of functional competence
in English Language through exposure and practical use. We aim at facilitating our next generation to become confident
and self-directed learners in various means.

P.1 School-based Curriculum

A school-based curriculum was developed and launched in |
the first term of this academic year. To cater for the learning &
needs of our P1 students, a tailor-made curriculum was
developed to effectively help ease the transition from
kindergarten to primary school. Themes relating to
students’ daily lives are incorporated to motivate them in
acquiring the language. The phonics curriculum aims to
foster students’ skills in decoding new and unseen English
words. This helps enhance their abilities in recognising the , . . .

. . N . Thank you’ cards written by our P.1 students to show their gratitude towards
spelling patterns and associating spelling with word their loved ones.
meaning.

BYOD

BYOD is continued in P.4 to 6 this year with a more effective use of the system in
lessons. It has also smoothed classes for when students forget their materials for

are also able to type out answers to questions on the iPad, and this is particularly
useful for those who are weak in written English. This method allows them to actively
take part in written tasks as they are more confident with the logarithmic aid. Using
the Microsoft Teams platform, students are able to seek assistance from peers and
teachers for further elaboration on areas they were unsured of, whether regarding
homework or classwork. It is evident weaker students became more confident and
this has exhibited through their work. With the use of electronic devices, teachers
are able to implement flipped classroom so students can explore topics further in
their own time, steering students to become self-directed learners.

"N

Students using BYOD in interactive English games.

English Week(2020.11.2-6)

_;,5 In November, the school held English Week, a much anticipated event as it was
vistea, forced to cancel the previous year due to school suspension. Our English

L # ' teachers and NETs dedicated the whole week filled with fun English activities

N catered for students of all grades and abilities, with the goal being that everybody
gets to be involved and have a good frolic at the same time. Students were able
to receive stickers once they have participated in the activities in each of the
game stalls. The theme for English Week was ‘to be thankful’ as it was close to
thanksgiving, and the activities designed were all related to this theme, such as
vocabulary for spelling bee, wordsearch, and boggle as our static games. For
P.1-2 students, the spider-web spelling mat was also used so students can learn
to spell in a more dynamic way by jumping on the letters in the correct order with
the help of teachers. Aside from vocabulary games, we also introduced thankful
cards to our P.1-2 students, and song dedication for our P.3-4 students, where
some messages were chosen and broadcasted on the school radio during
recess. For P.5-6, a professional drama company visited the school and put on a
@ performance of "Joseph and his Dreamcoat”. The drama was interactive and

| students were able to be involved with the characters during the show. It was

4 heavily praised and the English panel received great feedback from the students

! who took part.

English Learning Outside School

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, many events and competitions were cancelled this
year, with a handful shifted to online mode. This includes the 72" Hong Kong

s = Speech Festival (Solo-verse Speaking). Under the new guidelines and rules,
English Week Activity: Spider-web’ . over 35 students still actively took part in the competition with the majority
Take spelling outside the classroom. Students receiving merits and above.
spell by jumping on the letters in the correct
order with the help of teachers.

L |
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