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Fig. S1  Second purification step: Large unbound proteins present in chromatographic fractions 4,5,6 
as well as loosely bound proteins were separated from AuNPs by membrane ultrafiltration (Viva Spin 
Column-1000000 MWCO). Imperial Protein stained SDS-PAGE shows that any remaining proteins in 
chromatographic fractions 4,5 and 6 were removed to the filtrate of Viva Spin (Washing steps 1 to 
8) and no free proteins were detected at the last washing step.  
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Fig. S2  TEM images showing that AuNSs of 40nm partially reshape after in vivo incubation, whereas 
AuNSs 70nm retain sharp tips.

Fig. S3  TEM images showing reshaping of 40nm AuNSs after in vivo incubation (n=11). Scale bars 
are 100 nm.
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Table S1  Effect of in vivo protein corona formation on the physico-chemical properties of AuNPs 
before and after interaction with proteins: Mean diameter (nm), ζ-potential (mV) and PDI. 

Table S2  Amount of gold per sample (µg Au/L) obtained by ICP-MS for in vivo PC-AuNPs. 


