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DMH FORENSIC MOBILE TEAMS
JEANETTE M SIMMONS, PSYD

DIRECTOR OF FORENSIC SERVICES, MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL 
HEALTH

BACKGROUND
• INCOMPETENT TO PROCEED

• 552 RSMO

• CHARGES IN CRIMINAL COURT

• INCREASED NUMBER OF PERSONS DEEMED INCOMPETENT TO PROCEED*

• LIMITED CAPACITY IN FACILITIES

• IST RESTORATION

• NIXON FORENSIC CENTER

• CENTER FOR BEHAVIORAL MEDICINE

• FORENSIC TREATMENT CENTER-NORTH (FORMERLY METROPOLITAN PSYCHIATRIC CENTER)

• INCREASED NUMBER OF PERSONS AWAITING AN INPATIENT BED

• AUGUST 2013: 10

• SEPTEMBER 2021: 106

*NATIONAL TREND; MANY STATES IN LITIGATION
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CALL TO ACTION

• IST CLIENTS

• UPON EVALUATION/ADMISSION

• ACUTELY ILL

• MOST NOT TAKING MEDICATION

• SOME WILLING TO

• SOME NOT

• CLIENTS REMAINING IN THE HOSPITAL LONGER

• LEVEL OF ACUITY, SUD, & PRIOR TO ADMISSION—NOT RECEIVING TREATMENT

• TREATMENT TEAM CONCERNS ABOUT CLIENT REMAINING ON MEDICATION UPON RETURN TO JAIL

WHAT TO DO
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TEAM & SCOPE OF SERVICES
• MOBILE TEAM

• ADVANCED PRACTICE NURSE (NURSE PRACTITIONER)

• CONDUCT MED/PSYCH ASSESSMENTS, PROVIDE ONGOING MEDICATION/MEDICAL CONSULTATION, SUPPORTIVE 
PSYCHOTHERAPY, PRESCRIBE MEDICATION

• DIVERSION RECOVERY COACH (SOCIAL WORKER)

• PROVIDE CASE MANAGEMENT SUPPORT, PROVIDE WARM HANDOFF TO ENSURE CLIENT GET CONNECTED TO A 
COMMUNITY BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CENTER 

• COMMUNITY SUPPORT NURSE

• CONDUCT NURSING ASSESSMENTS AND HEALTH ASSESSMENT MEASURES; PROVIDE EVIDENCE BASED PRACTICES 
SUCH AS MOTIVATIONAL INTERVIEWING & DBT

• GOALS

• PROVIDE TIME-LIMITED TREATMENT AND SUPPORTS FOR INDIVIDUALS IDENTIFIED AS SMI OR SED

• CONNECT JUSTICE INVOLVED INDIVIDUALS TO COMMUNITY-BASED SERVICES

MOBILE TEAMS

• WESTERN REGION

• ADVANCED PRACTICE NURSE

• THERESA MUELLER

• JACOB (EMEKA) OGWUDILE

• OTHERS: JOHN TUCKER, DAN BENCH, DENISE NORBURY

• DIVERSION RECOVERY COACH

• RON HARRIS

• COMMUNITY SUPPORT NURSE

• JENNIFER FRISBEY
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MOBILE TEAMS

• EASTERN REGION

• ADVANCE PRACTICE NURSE

• LAURA KASTRABA

• DIVERSION RECOVERY COACH

• MEGHAN MIDDLETON

• COMMUNITY SUPPORT NURSE

• JESSICA BATES
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WHEN TO CALL FORENSIC MOBILE TEAM

• IST CLIENT IN JAIL

• AWAITING INPATIENT BED

• RETURNED FROM INPATIENT BED

• CLIENT IN JAIL AWAITING PRETRIAL EVALUATION

• IF NOT SURE

• CALL OR EMAIL

• THERESA MUELLER: 816-507-4180 THERESA.MUELLER@DMH.MO.GOV

• MEGHAN MIDDLETON: 314-877-5768 MEGHAN.MIDDLETON@DMH.MO.GOV

• JEANETTE SIMMONS: 573-751-9647 JEANETTE.SIMMONS@DMH.MO.GOV

QUESTIONS?


