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Myth of the origin of the "Fashion magazine" in Japan

from 'SO-EN' to 'An-An' /
from 'Le Charment' to 'Young Ladies'

Masahito INOUE

In Japan, it is said that 'SO-EN' started the fashion magazine, and 'an-an' completed
it. And also it is said that 'SO-EN'is a magazine for dressmaking, and 'an-an' is a maga-
zine for the consumer society. However, we know that we cannot clearly draw a line
between these two magazines when examining them in detail. So we should under-
stand that there was a vague area there.

In this essay, the author explains another history different from the history of the
fashion magazine from ‘SO-EN’ to ‘an-an’ . Especially, the author takes up three maga-
zines : 'Le Charment' published in the pre-war era, the huge numbers of magazines
that were called "Stylebook” published in the occupation period after WW2, and
'Young Ladies', which had a lot of readers in the 1960's. The author compared those
three magazines with 'SO-EN' and ' an-an’, and the author expanded the range of the
history by locating them between 'SO-EN' and ' an-an'.

The author points out that the structure of society of each era was different, and,
therefore, the characters of the magazines were also different. Therefore we can not
even think about them as magazines of the same genre. It is impossible that we
connect them with one string.

When we think about the history framed by the concept "Fashion magazine' used in
our time, we miss the diversity that the magazines about clothes had. Searching for
the alternative of "Fashion magazine", which has been forgotten now, we can under-
stand the continuity and division between "YOSAI culture"(which means "dressmaking
culture") and the following ages.

Keywords : fashion magazine, women's magazine, YOSAI(dressmaking) culture,
consumer society, historization
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