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This report highlights the work 

of our Multimedia Team by 

connecting photos and text to 

videos on HRW.org/2016.

Look for the          symbol 

throughout this report to know 

when an accompanying video is 

available to watch.

A woman in Lesbos, Greece holds her 
child while looking at the sea that she 

and her family just crossed from Turkey. 
© 2015 Andrea DiCenzo/NurPhoto via 

Getty Images 

Dear Friends,

Conflicts and repression have forced record numbers of people to flee their homes and seek safe haven in 
other countries. They arrive in countries already facing growing discontent from people who feel left behind 
by technological change and the global economy.  Beyond the major humanitarian challenge posed, this 
movement of people into this volatile context has sparked a pernicious reaction. 

Political discourse across Europe, the United States, and elsewhere now regularly demonizes Muslims and 
scapegoats refugees. Polarizing “us-versus-them” rhetoric no longer resides on only the fringe but has 
moved dangerously close to the center. Leaders have now come to power spouting a shocking disregard 
for basic human rights. 

In partnership with those who share its values, Human Rights Watch is combatting these profound new 
challenges. We are fighting the explosion of racism, xenophobia, and intolerance that is threatening the 
very fabric of democratic government.  We are standing up for human rights and the rule of law when some 
political leaders seek to impose their vision of the majority will.

Human Rights Watch has the tools to meet these threats. We have proven expertise investigating human 
rights violations reliably and credibly even in circumstances that are deeply contested. We have extensive 
experience communicating our message widely to the public through traditional and social media, injecting 
sober facts and principles even when incendiary rhetoric is dominating discourse. And we have a long 
record of achieving concrete change by generating intense pressure on those in power. These are the tools 
we use to protect the rights of those most vulnerable to abuse—refugees, women, children, people with 
disabilities, sexual minorities—and everyone else.

As we reflect on 2016, we extend our warmest appreciation to Joel Motley, who served as Human Rights 
Watch’s Board Co-Chair for the past three years. With his leadership, we remain a principled voice in a 
tumultuous time. 

Thank you for joining us to promote respect for human rights around the globe.

Hassan Elmasry
Board Co-Chair

Bob Kissane
Board Co-Chair

Kenneth Roth
Executive Director

Annual Report 2016
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For nearly 40 years, 
Human Rights Watch 
has been a fierce 
defender of people at 
risk of abuse. 

We practice an innovative and aggressive 

methodology: investigate abuses 

scrupulously, expose the facts widely, 

and relentlessly press those in power for 

change that respects rights. 

Jaqueline Mutere, 48, walks on a rail line in Kibera, the largest slum in Kenya, 
which was one of the hotspots of the post-election violence. She was raped 
in December 2007 by a man she knows. She is now raising her daughter born 
from rape, although she says she struggled to accept her. Jaqueline started 
Grace Agenda, a community-based organization, to support survivors of sexual 
violence, in particular women struggling to raise children born from rape. 
© 2015 Samer Muscati/Human Rights Watch

How We Work
Investigate > Expose > Change
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We are expert investigators. 

Deep and careful research lies at the core of our 

ability to influence public debate and champion 

human rights. We stake our credibility on the facts 

we report, devoting great effort to ensuring the 

accuracy and fairness of every word we publish. 

Our researchers go to the site of human rights 

violations to interview victims and witnesses, 

to examine physical evidence, to identify those 

responsible, and to develop the most effective 

interventions.

We are innovative communicators. 

Human Rights Watch exposes wrongdoing 

through all available media, often as events unfold. 

We empower victims to tell their stories and be 

heard. Personal accounts of suffering, infused 

with humanity and urgency, are often the key 

to overcome complacency and compel positive 

action. 

We are staunch and transformational 

advocates. 

Our ability to access policymakers and influence 

the public, while offering concrete ways to stem 

violations, often secures results. Regularly backed 

by strong media coverage, we meet face-to-

face with those who have the power to act on 

the realistic steps we recommend. Combining 

our watertight facts with human stories of the 

consequence of abuse is a proven formula to 

secure improvements.

Our Methodology

From left to right: Belkis Wille, Senior Researcher, 
interviewing witnesses of a July 12, 2015 Saudi-led coalition 
airstrike in Sanaa, Yemen, which killed 23. © 2015 Ole 
Solvang/Human Rights Watch; Kanae Doi, Japan Director, 
describes Human Rights Watch’s investigation into Japan's 
orphanages and foster parent system at a news conference 
in Tokyo, Japan. © 2014 YOSHIKAZU TSUNO/AFP/Getty 
Images; German Chancellor Angela Merkel shakes hands 
with Bruno Stagno Ugarte, Deputy Executive Director of 
Advocacy, at the Four Freedoms Awards in Middelburg, 
Netherlands. Human Rights Watch received the Roosevelt 
Four Freedoms Award for Freedom from Fear. © 2016 Michel 
Porro/Getty Images
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“ 
We helped First Nations peoples in Canada in their struggle to get 

clean water. ”

“ 
Domestic workers in Morocco are now protected by law. Their 

employers are required to offer written contracts, limit their 

working hours, provide a weekly day off, and pay a minimum 

wage. ”

“ 
The right to marry and to form a family are fundamental rights. 

Limiting marriage to heterosexual couples violates the right to 

nondiscrimination and equality. ”

Amanda Klasing
Senior Researcher

Women’s Rights Division
@amklasing

Jo Becker
Advocacy Director

Children’s Rights Division
@jobeckerhrw

José Miguel Vivanco
Executive Director
Americas Division
@jmvivancohrw

What Our People Do 
Frontline investigations by expert researchers 
lie at the heart of Human Rights Watch’s work. 

Our researchers examine situations in some 90 countries around the world. They function as investigators, 

journalists, and advocates. They respond credibly and quickly to violations by:  

Being on the front line. 

Our researchers go to the scene 

of atrocities to interview victims, 

witnesses, local activists, and 

government officials. They gather 

credible, first-hand information, 

whether in war zones, sites 

of repression, or other hostile 

environments.

Checking and cross-checking facts. 

Our researchers visit victims and 

witnesses wherever they can be 

reached, including refugee camps 

and prisons. They examine records 

and data from hospitals, morgues, 

courts, and the military. They use 

photos, video,  forensic tools, 

statistical analysis, and satellite 

imagery—everything possible to 

piece together as complete and 

accurate a picture as possible. 

Partnering with community groups 

and local activists. 

Our researchers immerse 

themselves in the communities 

where they work. They often live in-

country, speak local languages, and 

partner with domestic organizations. 

They build networks of trust that can 

be relied on in a crisis to guide us in 

safely gathering reliable facts. They 

help to ensure that the concerns of 

local groups are heard by those with 

the power to make a difference.

Exposing evidence of abuses. 

Our researchers shine a spotlight 

on wrongdoing by writing reports, 

news releases, and opinion 

pieces, supplemented by original 

photographs and video. We 

distribute these materials through 

both traditional and social media to 

shape public debate and to ensure 

that policymakers learn of our 

findings and recommendations for 

change. 

Convincing key decision-makers

 to act. 

Our researchers share their findings 

with governments, international 

institutions, and others with clout.  

We ask (and sometimes demand) 

that they use their influence to help 

curb human rights abuses.

Providing expertise. 

Our researchers respond to growing 

demands for on-the-ground, 

credible information from journalists, 

political leaders, and policymakers. 

Sometimes we share our work 

quietly, other times through the 

media, at government hearings, even 

as expert witnesses in criminal trials.

Staying the course. 

Our researchers stay with an issue 

until they get results. They recognize 

that some problems are entrenched, 

and their solution requires long-term 

resolve. 

Despite vast water resources, Canada has failed to provide clean water to many 

indigenous people, including children, elderly, and sick. Human Rights Watch 

found that water is unsafe to drink in more than 100 First Nations communities, 

due to high levels of contaminants like uranium and bacteria. Our reporting on 

Canada informed our advocacy with the UN General Assembly that resulted in its 

adoption of a landmark resolution in December 2015 on the rights to water and 

sanitation.

Since 2005, Human Rights Watch has published two reports on child domestic 

workers in Morocco and conducted extensive advocacy to curb abuses against 

them. In 2016, in part as a result, the government passed a law to protect 

domestic workers from abuse, and phase out employment of children in the 

sector. We will now monitor the new law to ensure it is implemented.

— in testimony before the Colombian Constitutional Court in July 2015. In a 

landmark ruling nine months later, the court upheld the validity of same-sex 

marriage. In its decision, the court adopted key arguments presented by Human 

Rights Watch.
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Human Rights Watch 
amplifies the voices 
of the world’s most 
marginalized people. 

We document the experiences of 

political prisoners, war victims, children 

in institutions, people affected by climate 

change, and many others. We bring their 

plight to the attention of those who can 

make a difference. 

Here are some recent examples of 

how we changed lives.

Our Global Impact

Migrants wait in an overcrowded camp in Greece, hoping to make their way 
into Macedonia and farther north to the rest of Europe.
© 2016 Ivan Romano/Pacific Press/LightRocket via Getty Images
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1.

2.

3.

The path to safety and 
dignity for refugees

Amid the largest refugee crisis since World War II, Human Rights 

Watch has addressed human rights violations at every step of the 

refugees’ journey. We have been on the ground in Afghanistan, 

Iraq, Libya, Somalia, and Syria to investigate the conditions that 

compelled people to flee. We identified abuses that refugees 

faced in places like Bulgaria, Greece, and Turkey during their 

search for safety. And we showed the effect of European nations 

closing their borders and trying to turn back asylum seekers and 

refugees.

Investigate

In 2016, we fought European Union 

efforts to forcibly return  refugees and 

asylum seekers to Turkey on the pretext 

that it was safe. We showed how in fact 

Turkey had closed its borders to Syrians 

and was repeatedly pushing them back 

into the war zone. We also highlighted 

how Turkey left Afghan, Iraqi, and 

Syrian refugees with inadequate legal 

protection and limited access to jobs, 

housing, medical care, and schools. 

Expose

When the EU-Turkey deal was 

announced in March 2016, it looked 

like mass expulsions from Greece were 

imminent. Using refugee testimonies 

gathered by our researchers showing 

how unsafe Turkey really was, we 

shaped EU policy debates and media 

coverage.

Change

Greek courts agreed with us and 

repeatedly blocked deportations, 

regularly citing our research and 

analysis. As a result, no asylum 

seeker has been forcibly returned 

to Turkey since the deal under the 

claim that it is “safe.” 

“ 
We fled death, but have come to a place where we have no life. ”
Mahmoud (pseudonym), 29,
a former journalist from Hama, Syria, living in Turkey

Seeking Safety

Refugees and asylum seekers wait in the line for food distribution at a 
makeshift camp in Idomeni, Greece. © 2016 ZALMAÏ for Human Rights Watch

A Syrian refugee from Aleppo waiting in Greece to cross the border into 
Macedonia. © 2016 ZALMAÏ for Human Rights Watch

Countries 
Impacted

Afghanistan, Bulgaria, Greece, Iraq, 
Libya, Somalia, Syria, Turkey

Desperate Journey: Europe's Refugee Crisis
HRW.org/2016#1

Stop atrocities that 

drive refugee flight.

Make life bearable for 

refugees in countries 

where they first arrive, 

so more will choose to 

stay there voluntarily. 

For those who 

still want refuge 

elsewhere, provide 

opportunities for 

asylum claims to be 

heard without the 

need to board a rickety 

boat. 

HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH DEFENDING OUR VALUES   |   SEEKING SAFETY 1110



Investigate

During Hissène Habré’s brutal eight-

year rule in Chad in the 1980s, his 

government carried out the collective 

arrest and mass murder of political 

opponents. Government agents 

tortured people with electric shocks, 

burns, and bindings so severe 

they caused paralysis. Starting in 

1999, Human Rights Watch began 

investigating these atrocities, collecting 

victim testimonies, and building a record 

of reliable, independent evidence. 

Expose

Victims waged a 17-year campaign with Human 

Rights Watch’s intensive assistance to expose 

Habré’s crimes. In 2001, we uncovered the files of 

Habré’s political police, the “DDS,” which provided 

the backbone for the case against Habré.

Change

In May 2016 a special court in Senegal convicted 

the former dictator. In a landmark ruling, Habré 

was found guilty of rape, war crimes, torture, and 

crimes against humanity. He was sentenced to life 

in prison. The trial marks the first time an African 

court has convicted a former African leader of 

another country of international crimes. It took 

many years of perseverance, but Habré’s victims 

have finally seen justice done.

“ 
Many African countries have endured abusive dictators, 

warlords and large-scale bloodshed that has gone 

unpunished. But the Habré case has stood out 

because of determined victims who were advised 

and supported by Human Rights Watch and other 

advocates. ”
The New York Times, February 14, 2016

“ 
During two and a half years in prison, I saw my friends, my 

fellow inmates, die from hunger, die from despair, die 

from torture, and die from disease. From the depths of 

my cell, I swore to God to fight for justice, if I got out alive. ”
Souleymane Guengueng, 
founder of the victims’ association, 
testifying at Habré’s trial in Senegal in 2016

“ 
In the DDS building, we found thousands of documents 

that were scattered on the floor. There were many lists of 

prisoners… many death certificates. ”
Olivier Bercault, former Human Rights Watch researcher, 
testifying at Habré’s trial

Former Spanish Judge Baltasar Garzón (R) speaks with Reed Brody, former 
counsel at Human Rights Watch, who since 1999 has worked with the victims 

of former Chadian dictator Hissène Habré’s regime, outside a Senegal court 
during Habré’s trial.© 2015 SEYLLOU/AFP/Getty Images

“ 
I was woken up by vultures eating my leg. 

Even now I have nightmares and will never 

forget that day. ”
Sougui Mahamat Tahir

“ 
My family was killed in front of my eyes,

and I lost everything I had. ”
Ruth Riguilar

Victims of Hissène Habré’s regime in Chad. 
© 2009 Victor Affaro for Human Rights Watch

Bringing a Brutal Dictator to Justice

Hissène Habré: Scenes from an historic trial 
HRW.org/2016#2

Countries 
Impacted

Chad
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Percentage of children needing protection 
who are placed in foster care.

Australia

France

United States

Italy

Hong Kong

G
erm

any

United Kingdom

South Korea

Japan

93.5%

71.7%

50.4%
43.6%

77.0%79.8%

54.9%
49.5%

12.0%
Investigate

Japan relies on orphanages and other institutions to house nearly 

32,000 children taken from or abandoned by their parents. Most 

developed countries place children whose families cannot care for 

them with other families through foster care or adoption. Japan 

rarely does. Human Rights Watch visited two-dozen institutions in 

Japan, where we found neglected and assaulted children deprived 

of the opportunity to develop trusting relationships and life skills. 

Expose

Working closely with foster parents and 

children’s rights groups, we raised awareness 

in an online campaign and public discussions 

of the plight of children in institutions. We 

met with key high-level Japanese officials and 

dozens of legislative members, urging them to 

redirect the child welfare system toward family-

based care. These steps built support for giving 

orphaned children a better chance at being 

raised in a home with love.

Change

In May 2016, the Japanese 

government adopted many 

of our recommendations 

when it revised the country’s 

child welfare laws. In a 

groundbreaking shift, the new 

law opens the possibility of a 

future in which all children in 

Japan can live with families, not 

in institutions.

“ 
I wanted to have parents as well. ”
Masaki, 15, 
who lives in an institution, Tohoku, December 2011

Photos left and right: Children are seen through a window 
as they play at an infant home in Tokyo, Japan. 
© 2016 REUTERS/Issei Kato

Japan: Children in Institutions Denied 
Family Life
HRW.org/2016#3

Countries 
Impacted

Japan

Compared to other developed countries, the rate of foster placement is extremely 
low in Japan. Instead, its alternative-care system depends significantly on keeping 
children in institutions. Studies have shown that family-based care is important for 
the development and wellbeing of children.

Source: Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare, "Reference Material: Current State of Alternative Care," March 2014. 
Figures of around 2010. Figure for Japan is as of March 2011.

Stopping the Institutionalization 
of Children 
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Investigate

Our research in a remote region of northern 

Kenya showed how increasing temperatures and 

shifting rainfall patterns were further reducing 

the water supply in an already drought-stricken 

area. Without access to clean water for drinking 

and hygiene, indigenous people were getting 

sick more often. They were also going hungry, 

unable to make their traditional living by herding 

livestock or fishing. 

Expose

We shared our research on climate change in 

Kenya—including access to health, water, food, and 

livelihoods—in the lead-up to historic international 

negotiations on a new climate-change treaty. We 

injected the voices of Kenyan communities into 

these debates. They served as a powerful reminder 

to governments of the pressing need to address 

the human rights of people placed at risk by climate 

change. 

Change

At the Paris conference attended by 195 governments 

in December 2015, Human Rights Watch, together with 

other groups, successfully secured human rights language 

in the global climate change treaty. This marks the first 

time in history a global agreement on climate change has 

integrated human rights. 

It also signifies a critical shift in the world’s understanding 

of climate change and the way it needs to be confronted.  

Whether through the suppression of environmental 

activists or the activities of businesses operating above 

the law, human rights violations can contribute to climate 

change.  A human rights lens also keeps remedial efforts 

focused on the people who are most affected.  

“ 
Another one of my children became sick during 

the previous drought period, and died due to 

starvation and sickness. ”
28-year-old Turkana woman 

Droughts have reduced most Turkana pastoralists in Kenya to fishing as their chief 
source of subsistence due to massive deaths among their cattle and goats. The 

massively reduced flow of the River Omo, responsible for  90% of the water in Lake 
Turkana, could have a devastating effect on this food and income source. 

© 2014 Brent Stirton/Reportage by Getty Images for Human Rights Watch

Girls from the Kalokol Girls Primary School in Turkana collect water from a dry riverbed 
to carry back to their school. Women and girls often walk long distances for water, 
exposing them to physical danger and taking time away from their studies. © 2014 
Brent Stirton/Reportage by Getty Images for Human Rights Watch

Climate Change: 
Threatening People’s Health, 
Lives, and Livelihoods 

Countries 
Impacted

Kenya

Kenya: Climate Change Threatens Rights
HRW.org/2016#4
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Expose

Human Rights Watch exposed 

the Saudi-led coalition’s use of 

cluster munitions supplied by 

the United States, despite Saudi 

official denial. Indeed, we showed 

that the United States had 

failed to meet its own reliability 

standards by transferring the 

cluster bombs to Saudi Arabia. 

Too many of the bombs' 

unexploded submunitions were 

being found on the ground in 

Yemen where they endanger 

civilians. 

Change

In March 2016, we called for an international 

arms embargo against Saudi Arabia because 

of widespread Saudi-led attacks in Yemen that 

were killing civilians in violation of the laws of 

war. The Netherlands banned all arms exports 

to Saudi Arabia. Switzerland blocked $19.5 

million in military exports to Middle Eastern 

countries that it suspected could fuel the war 

in Yemen. In May 2016, the United States 

halted sales of cluster munitions to Saudi 

Arabia.

In September 2016, Textron, the last US 

manufacturer of cluster munitions, stopped 

production in response to international 

pressure—including monthly protests outside 

its headquarters triggered by our Yemen 

research.

“ 
Here is my house…It was peaceful in here. 

Peace was in the whole atmosphere. Joy and 

smiles prevailed. There were children’s smiles 

here. They died. They’re gone. Gone, due to 

the war. ”
Resident of the Yemeni port city of Mokha, 
where Saudi-led coalition airstrikes killed at least 65 
civilians, including 10 children, on July 24, 2015. 

A covered market for vegetables and household goods in Mastaba, Yemen was 
destroyed during a Saudi-led coalition airstrike. © 2016 Amal al-Yarisi

Sparing Civilians 
from the Horrors of War

Investigate

Since March 2015 a nine-country coalition led by Saudi 

Arabia has conducted an aerial bombing campaign in 

Yemen against Houthi forces—an armed group that 

ousted the government. With many Yemeni activists either 

in hiding or flight, we quickly deployed our researchers to 

the scene. We uncovered many attacks on civilians that 

amounted to war crimes including the unlawful use of 

cluster munitions. 

To corroborate our on-the-ground findings, we analyzed 

satellite imagery and video evidence of coalition airstrikes. 

That enabled us to pinpoint the specific type of munition 

used. For example, we found remnants of CBU-105 Sensor 

Fuzed Weapons—a cluster bomb manufactured by a US 

company, Textron Systems Corporation, and sold to Saudi 

Arabia by the United States. 

“ 
These weapons cannot 

distinguish military 

targets from civilians, 

and their unexploded 

submunitions threaten 

civilians, especially 

children, even long after 

the fighting has ended. ”
Ole Solvang, 
Director, 
Emergencies Program

Fatima Ibrahim al-Marzuqi is carried by her brother because injuries sustained 
during a cluster munition attack on Malus village in Yemen on June 7, 2015 left her 

unable to walk. © 2015 Ole Solvang/Human Rights Watch

Countries 
Impacted

The Netherlands, Saudi Arabia, 
Switzerland, United States, Yemen

Yemen: Saudi-led Coalition Strikes Market 
With US-Made Bombs
HRW.org/2016#5
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Of 133 children interviewed by 
Human Rights Watch*

53%

66%

73%

Investigate

Children in the United States must be 18 to buy a pack of cigarettes, yet they 

are allowed to pick tobacco at age 12 or younger. Starting in 2013, Human 

Rights Watch researchers showed how inadequate federal laws left these 

child laborers at risk. Many of the children had symptoms of poisoning from 

absorbing nicotine through their skin and being exposed to toxic pesticides. 

They worked in extreme heat and suffered pain and injuries from repetitive 

motions. Despite these dangers, some tobacco companies had no policy 

against child labor, relying on the weak standards of US law.  

Expose

Human Rights Watch brought the 

hazards for children working on US 

tobacco farms to the attention of 

policymakers and business people 

with the power and responsibility 

to protect them. We met with 

executives of 10 of the world’s 

largest companies purchasing 

tobacco from US farms. They were 

willing to take corrective steps, but 

when some tobacco companies 

sought to safeguard from hazardous 

work only children under age 16, 

we launched new research to show 

why all children under age 18 need 

protection.

Change

Eight tobacco companies we engaged 

with now explicitly ban hazardous 

work for children under 18. They all 

have clear lists of tasks they consider 

hazardous for kids. The two largest 

tobacco manufacturers in the United 

States—Altria Group and Reynolds 

American—now prohibit any child 

under 16 from being hired to work on 

tobacco farms in their supply chains. 

We are still pressing them to bring the 

age limit up to 18.

For the first time, in September 2015 

the United States banned all children 

under 18 from handling agricultural 

pesticides, as we had recommended. 

“ 
When they work on 

US tobacco farms, 

children too young to 

legally buy a pack of 

cigarettes can absorb 

as much nicotine 

through their skin 

as if they were 

actually smoking. ”
Margaret Wurth,
Researcher,
Children’s Rights Division

“Sofia,” 17, started working in tobacco fields in North Carolina at age 13. She said 
her mother was the only one who taught her how to protect herself from pesticides 

in the fields. © 2015 Benedict Evans for Human Rights Watch

“Sara” and “Susana,” 16-year-old twin sisters, sit in their bedroom 
in the clothes they wore to try to protect themselves while working 

in tobacco fields. They described working near areas where 
pesticides were being applied, causing them both to feel ill. 

© 2015 Benedict Evans for Human Rights Watch

Protecting Children 
from Hazardous Labor

Countries 
Impacted

United States

Reported specific symptoms 

consistent with acute 

nicotine poisoning: nausea, 

vomiting, headaches, 

dizziness, loss of appetite

Reported getting sick while 

working, with respiratory 

illnesses, skin conditions, and 

other symptoms

Saw tractors spraying 

pesticides in the fields where 

they were working or in 

adjacent fields

Teens of the Tobacco Fields
HRW.org/2016#6

*141 child tobacco workers were interviewed between May and October 
2013, and may not be representative of all US child tobacco workers. 120 
children were asked about pesticide application. 133 children were asked 
about symptoms of nicotine poisoning and sickness. 

HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH DEFENDING OUR VALUES   |   PROTECTING CHILDREN FROM HAZARDOUS LABOR 2120



“ 
Millions of lives hang in the 
balance. We must shore up 
human rights principles–
the values of dignity and 
tolerance–that are under 
threat as never before. ”
Kenneth Roth
Executive Director

A refugee child stands next to the door of a stone building at a 
temporary refugee camp in Athens, Greece. 
© 2016 Omar Marques/Anadolu Agency/Getty Images
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Syrian refugee children on their way to school in 
Mount Lebanon, Lebanon. 
© 2015 Bassam Khawaja/Human Rights Watch

The past year has brought immense 

challenges for the global human rights 

movement. But it has not been without 

hope. In this trying time, Human Rights 

Watch and the global network of activists 

with whom we collaborate have worked 

around the clock to refocus attention on 

the facts, give voice to the people whose 

lives are being crushed, and press for 

respect for their rights.
 

Human Rights Watch relies on the 

generosity and investments of a global 

community of informed, dedicated 

supporters to carry forward its life-saving 

work. We do not accept any government 

funding. Each contributor listed in the 

following pages has joined us in the global 

fight for human rights and we are deeply 

grateful. 
 

We could not do it 
without you.
 

Michele Alexander
Deputy Executive Director
Development & Global Initiatives

Thank You

750,000 Syrian Children Out of School
HRW.org/2016#7
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Board Members Emeriti

Joel Motley

Former Board Chair, 2013-2016

Managing Director, 

    Public Capital Advisors, LLC

James F. Hoge, Jr.

Former Board Chair, 2010-2013

Former Editor, Foreign Affairs

Jane Olson

Former Board Chair, 2004-2010

Chair, Landmine Survivors 

    Network 1998-2010

Board Member, Pacific Council on 

    International Policy

Jonathan F. Fanton

Former Board Chair, 1998-2003

Former President, John D. and

    Catherine T. MacArthur 

    Foundation

Franklin D. Roosevelt Visiting 

    Fellow, Hunter College, CUNY

Robert L. Bernstein

Founding Chair, 1978-1998

Former Chairman & President, 

    Random House 1966-1990

Lisa Anderson

Former President, 

    American University in Cairo 

David M. Brown

Penobscot Management, LLC 

William D. Carmichael

Human Rights Activist 

Retired, Ford Foundation

Vartan Gregorian

President, Carnegie Corporation 

    of New York

Alice H. Henkin

Director Emerita, 

    Justice and Society Program, 

    The Aspen Institute

Stephen L. Kass

Partner & Co-Director,     

    Environmental Practice Group,

    Carter, Ledyard & Milburn

Adjunct Professor of Law,

    Brooklyn Law School

Wendy Keys

Filmmaker

Former Executive Producer of 

    Programming, Film Society of 

    Lincoln Center

Bruce J. Klatsky

Former Board Chair & 

    Chief Executive Officer,

    Phillips-Van Heusen

Joanne Leedom-Ackerman

Author, Vice President &

    Former International Secretary,

    International PEN

Joshua Mailman

Joshua Mailman Foundation

Susan Manilow

Human Rights Activist

Samuel K. Murumba

Professor of Law,

    Brooklyn Law School

Peter L.W. Osnos

Founder & Editor at Large,

    PublicAffairs

Kathleen Peratis
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Cover Photo:
A refugee boy flashes peace signs during a demonstration by refugees and refugee support 
groups in Athens, Greece. © 2016 LOUISA GOULIAMAKI/AFP/Getty Images
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Human Rights Watch Annual Report 2016 is inclusive of the organization’s
work and reflective of its supporters from 1 July 2015 to 30 June 2016.

UNAUDITED

* Financial statements for the years ended June 30, 2016 and 2015 were 
translated to Euros using a blended rate derived by Human Rights Watch. 
This method is not in accordance with US GAAP and has not been audited.

Human Rights Watch meets all 
standards of the Better Business 

Bureau Wise Giving Alliance.

A complete version of the Human Rights Watch financial statements for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2016, is available at: HRW.org/financials

Human Rights Watch
is among a leading group of 

charities that boast the 4-star 
rating from Charity Navigator.

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
For the fiscal year ended 30 June 2016 USD EURO (1.11)* EURO (1.11)*

ASSETS 2016 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2015 FY
Cash and cash equivalents  23,110,238 42,909,967 38,537,502 38,537,502
Investments, at fair value 136,423,275 126,381,757 122,848,514 113,503,635
Contributions receivable, net 52,513,880 62,197,764 47,288,501 55,859,900
Other receivables 1,077,852 611,221  970,601 548,938
Prepaid expenses and other assets 990,441 997,213 891,887 895,598
Security deposits 279,122 243,569 251,348 218,750
Fixed Assets, Net 6,226,200 6,934,101 5,606,664 6,227,526
Total Assets  220,621,008 240,275,592 198,668,175 215,791,849

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS LIABILITIES
Accounts payable and accrued expenses  4,614,766   4,336,672 4,155,575 3,894,771
Accrued pension expense 40,569 265,831 36,532 238,743
Deferred rent 1,313,773 1,260,392 1,183,046 1,131,960
Total Liabilities 5,969,108 5,862,895 5,375,154 5,265,474

COMMITMENT NET ASSETS
Unrestricted 24,413,060 26,758,240 21,983,845 24,031,613
Temporarily restricted 190,238,840 207,654,457 171,309,176 186,494,761
Total Net Assets 214,651,900 234,412,697 193,293,021 210,526,375
Total Liabilities and Net Assets $ 220,621,008  $ 240,275,592 € 198,668,175 € 215,791,849

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
For the fiscal year ended 30 June 2016 USD EURO (1.11)* EURO (1.11)*

PUBLIC SUPPORT AND REVENUE UNRESTRICTED TEMPORARILY 
RESTRICTED

2016 
FY TOTALS

2015 
FY TOTALS

UNRESTRICTED TEMPORARILY 
RESTRICTED

2016   
FY TOTALS

2015 
FY TOTALS

Public Support:
Contributions and grants  20,670,873  22,227,903   42,898,776  48,680,950 18,614,023  20,265,141  43,720,430  41,202,912  
Special Events 17,989,483 — 17,989,483 17,316,301 16,199,444 — 15,551,794 11,294,139 
Total Public Support 38,660,356 22,227,903 60,888,259 65,997,251 34,813,468 20,265,141 59,272,224 52,497,051 

Revenue:
Net investment (loss) income (26,785) (2,646,250) (2,673,035)  2,275,624 (24,120) (2,382,936) (2,407,055) 2,043,741
Publications 24,806 — 24,806 34,276 22,338 — 22,338 30,783
Other 161,278 — 161,278 204,012 145,230 — 145,230 183,223
Total Revenue 159,299 (2,646,250) (2,486,951) 2,513,912 143,448 (2,382,936) (2,239,488) 2,257,748
Net assets released from restrictions 36,997,270 (36,997,270) — — 33,315,867 (33,315,867) — —
Total Public Support and Revenue 75,816,925 (17,415,617) 58,401,308  68,511,163 68,272,783 (15,682,681) 52,590,102 61,529,972

EXPENSES  
Program Services

Africa 6,901,267 — 6,901,267 7,459,970 6,214,558 — 6,214,558 6,699,810
Americas 2,784,132 — 2,784,132 2,254,139 2,507,098 — 2,507,098 2,024,445
Asia 7,057,293 — 7,057,293 6,434,934 6,355,059 — 6,355,059 5,779,223
Europe and Central Asia 5,213,958 — 5,213,958 5,279,703 4,695,145 — 4,695,145 4,741,709
Middle East and North Africa 5,595,560 — 5,595,560 5,563,403 5,038,775 — 5,038,775 4,996,500
United States 2,470,582 — 2,470,582 2,808,310 2,224,747 — 2,224,747 2,522,147
Children’s Rights 2,727,677 — 2,727,677 2,840,204 2,456,260 — 2,456,260 2,550,791
Health & Human Rights 1,634,311 — 1,634,311 1,641,677 1,471,689 — 1,471,689 1,474,392
International Justice 1,794,361 — 1,794,361 1,800,021 1,615,814 — 1,615,814 1,616,601
Women’s Rights 3,578,837 — 3,578,837 3,388,531 3,222,726 — 3,222,726 3,043,244
Other Programs 17,905,389 — 17,905,389 17,485,613 16,123,718 — 16,123,718 15,703,854
Total Program Services 57,663,367 — 57,663,367 56,956,505 51,925,589 — 51,925,589 51,152,718

Supporting Services
Management and general 5,013,111 — 5,013,111 4,629,297 4,514,283 — 4,514,283 4,157,578
Fundraising 15,485,627 — 15,485,627 14,116,772 13,944,734 — 13,944,734 12,678,293
Total Supporting Services 20,498,738 — 20,498,738 18,746,069 18,459,017 — 18,459,017 16,835,871
Total Expenses 78,162,105 — 78,162,105 75,702,574 70,384,606 — 70,384,606 67,988,589
Total Change before Foreign Currency Adjustment (2,345,180) (17,415,617) (19,760,797) (7,191,411) (2,111,823) (15,682,681) (17,794,504) (6,458,616)
Foreign Currency Translation Adjustment 64,056 497,096 561,151 39,334,913
Total Change in Net Assets (2,345,180) (17,415,617) (19,760,797) (7,191,411) (2,047,768) (15,185,585) (17,233,353) 32,876,296
Net Assets, Beginning of Year 26,758,240 207,654,457 234,412,697 241,604,108  24,031,613 186,494,761 210,526,374 177,650,079
Net Assets, End of Year
Unrestricted 24,413,060 — 24,413,060 26,758,240 21,983,845 — 21,983,845 24,031,613
Restricted — 190,238,840 190,238,840 207,654,457 — 171,309,176 171,309,176 186,494,761
Total Net Assets, End of Year 24,413,060  190,238,840  214,651,900 234,412,697 21,983,845 171,309,176 193,293,021 210,526,375




