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GDI has studied brands sponsoring AdWeek Europe 
whose ads inadvertently appear on disinformation stories.

The focus is on well-known household brands whose ads unwittingly fund adversarial 
narratives, including:

● A Globalist world agenda.
● Muslim politicians can’t be trusted.
● Climate change is a hoax.
● US Capitol riots done by Antifa.
● COVID-19 lockdowns are power grab.
● COVID-19 vaccines are unsafe and kill.
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GDI knows that these brands do not want to have their 
brand associated with this toxic content.

 

Source: OMP, AdWeek 2020

Brands have been vocal on supporting issues like social justice, free and fair elections, LGBTQ+ 
issues, and the COVID-19 vaccine roll-out.

Yet despite increasingly sophisticated tools, GDI has seen how brand safety efforts still 
unfortunately cannot always stop ads from appearing next to harmful content. 
● GDI estimates that nearly 500 English language disinformation sites have generated at least 

US$25 million in ad revenues in the last 12 months on COVID-19 conspiracy content

A complex and opaque programmatic ad supply chain creates blindspots for brands.
● One estimate suggests that up to 15% of ad spend can’t be accounted for in the system  

(ISBA, 2020).
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And customers don’t want their favourite brands here:

 

Source: OMP, AdWeek 2020
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Popular brands funding these stories:

ele Brandi

9:34 AM Today

Replaced logo, it's actually alzheimer's 

association
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Ad tech servicing these ads & funding these stories:

ele Brandi

9:34 AM Today

Replaced logo, it's actually alzheimer's 

association
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Brand: 
Amazon

Ad served by: 
Amazon

Site: 
AllenWestTX

Disinformation:
Anti-immigrant
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Brand: 
Amazon

Ad served by: 
Google

Site: 
Deplorablekel

Disinformation:
Anti-diversity/ 
Misogyny
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Brand: 
Amazon Prime 
(Amazon)

Ad served by: 
Google

Site: 
AlertaDigital

Disinformation:
Anti-lockdown, 
Globalist 
Conspiracies
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Brand: 
Microsoft & Dell

Ad served by: 
Google

Site: 
Breitbart

Disinformation:
climatechange-disinfo
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Brand: 
Microsoft & Dell

Ad served by: 
Google

Site: 
Big League Politics

Disinformation:
antivaxx
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Brand: 
Microsoft

Ad served by: 
Taboola

Site: 
SegniDalCielo

Disinformation:
Coronavirus-disinfo
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Brand: 
Spotify

Ad served by: 
Google

Site: 
The Waking Times

Disinformation:
Anti-COVID-19 policies
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Brand: 
Spotify

Ad served by: 
Google

Site: 
The Federalist

Disinformation:
Anti-COVID-19 policies
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Brand: 
Dasani, (Coca Cola)

Ad served by: 
Infolinks

Site: 
Gateway Pundit

Disinformation:
Capitol Riots
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Brand: 
Dasani, (Coca Cola)

Ad served by: 
Infolinks

Site: 
Canada Free Speech

Disinformation:
Anti-Vaxx
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Brand: 
Vodafone

Ad served by: 
Taboola

Site: 
Sputnik News

Disinformation:
Anti-Vaxx
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For More Information:

info@disinformationindex.org
www.disinformationindex.org


