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hope. Secretly in order not to provoke the Germans
 to
counter-action, the Izzet Government lost
 no time in
dispatching General Townshend who
was still a prisoner of
war on Prinkipo, to the British
naval Commander-in-Chief
at Port Mudros outside
 the Straits. Rauf Bey, Minister of
Marine in
 the Izzet Cabinet, followed in hurried secrecy
with
 two colleagues. If their mission was a success, the
German garrison in Constantinople would have to
 be
confronted with a fait accompli.

In the cabin of H. M. S. Agamemnon, Admiral
Calthorpe's
flagship at Port Mudros, Rauf outlined
 the Izzet
Government's program in seeking an
armistice: (1) a return
to the understanding which
the Caliph and the Emperor of
India had enjoyed
 down to 1907; (2) autonomy for the
Arabs under
the Caliph's sovereignty; (3) recognition of the
abrogation of the Capitulations; and (4) temporary
financial
help, if necessary. Admiral Calthorpe
 asked only that the
Straits be unbarred and the road
to Soviet Russia be opened.
As for Pan-Turanianism,
 it might prove useful in holding
Russia behind
the barrier of the Caucasus Range. Clause 11
of
 the Mudros armistice stipulated as follows:
 "Immediate
withdrawal of Turkish troops from
 North-West Persia to
behind the pre-war frontier
 has already been ordered and
will be carried out.
Part of Trans-Caucasia has already been
ordered
to be evacuated by Turkish troops, the remainder
to
be evacuated if required by the Allies after they
 have
studied the situation there." Clause 15 added:
 "Allied
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control officers to be placed on all railways,
including such
portions of Trans-Caucasian railways
 now under Turkish
control, which must be placed at
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