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Mr. Hyde). He says: 'This Lord was the person of the
greatest
interest in the whole party, being of the best estate
and best
understanding, and therefore most likely to govern
the rest.'
He was also of great civility and good-nature, and
though
 occasionally hot-tempered, and for the moment
impatient of
contradiction, yet his opinions were wise and
moderate. He
 was a good adviser to the King, and served
him in the end
 far better than many who cajoled and
flattered him. Lord
 Bedford was a man of strict religion,
and withstood the
 attempt to evict the bishops from the
Upper House. He with
many others of the same party were
sworn of the Privy
 Council, and in this manner gained
Charles's ear, and exercised
some degree of influence over
him in regulating and modifying
 measures that appeared
prejudicial to the common good.
He was selected to be one
of the Lords Commissioners sent
to confer with the Scots in
the hope to compose the long-existing
 differences. The
King liked to transact business
with him, and was inclined
to listen to his suggestions as to
 persons fitted to be
appointed to offices of state. Indeed
Charles pressed upon
Lord Bedford himself the post of Lord
Treasurer, 'which the
Bishop of London was as willing to lay
 down as any one
else could be to take up,' but Lord Bedford
 refused the
office. He was one of the few Peers (to his
 honour be it
spoken) who exerted himself to the utmost to
save the life
of Lord Strafford. He pleaded his cause vainly
 with his
colleague, the Earl of Essex; and finding him
 inexorable,
prevailed on Mr. Hyde (in a long interview he had
on the
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subject) to intercede with Lord Essex. He also
endeavoured
to keep the King up to his original intention of
commuting
or mitigating the sentence. He observed to Mr.
Hyde that he
thought 'the Earl of Strafford's business was a
 rock on
which they would all split, and that he was sure the
passion
of Parliament would undo the kingdom.'

But a sudden attack of illness arrested Lord Bedford's
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