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country in person, and first proceeded to Rotterdam, where
he was cordially received in private, but the authorities
would not sanction his appearance in public, and the same
reception awaited him at Amsterdam and Delft. The States-
General, of whom he disdained to ask pardon ('for,' said he,
'in what have I offended?') were exasperated at his boldness
in venturing back without permission, and orders were
given to seize his person, and give notice to the
Government, while a reward of 2000 florins was offered for
his capture; but Grotius was too much beloved; no one was
found to betray him. Still his position was undoubtedly
perilous, and joining his wife on her return from Zeeland,
they took up their abode for the summer and winter in or
near the town of Hamburg.

Grotius was now overwhelmed with proposals of
employment, and overtures of all descriptions from foreign
powers—Spain, Poland, the Duchy of Holstein, and the
hero Gustavus Adolphus, King of Sweden, for whom our
philosopher had the profoundest veneration. With this
monarch's envoy at the French Court, Benedict Oxenstiern,
a relative of the celebrated Chancellor, Grotius had formed
an intimate friendship, and when they were both residing at
Frankfort, they became almost inseparable. The King of
Sweden died, and was succeeded by his daughter, the
eccentric Christina, whose admiration for the fame of
Grotius even exceeded that of her father. Through the
medium of Oxenstiern she made him numerous offers, but



3

Grotius declined all but one employment. He volunteered to
return to Paris as the Swedish Ambassador, provided the
Queen would allow him a sufficient salary to maintain his
position as her representative, which nomination was most
distasteful to Richelieu, who was then Prime Minister. But
after a time his opposition was overruled, and Grotius made
his public entry into the French capital, where the crooked
and tortuous policy pursued by Richelieu, and continued by
his successor, Cardinal Mazarin,
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