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as we ourselves endeavor to talk to each other, with
simplicity and directness. At one time in our talk,
I asked him for photographs of himself since they
were not then obtainable elsewhere in Angora and
weeks afterward I happened to mention the matter
to a Western friend in Constantinople. "What did
he tell you?" "That he would have them sent me
the next day." "And did he?" "Yes." My
friend thought it over; he has lived in Constantinople
for some thirty years. "If you can really get
any Turk to give you a definite word on any subject
under the sun without making you wait a month
for it," he said finally, "its fairly certain there's
been a revolution in the country."


I had a feeling from the first that I was talking
to an iron image, that his brain was miles away
busying itself with a thousand and one affairs. He
had a manner of dismissing question with question
as though he were very busy but desired not to be
discourteous, and the heaped-up pile of papers on
his very neat and orderly desk made it probable
that this was precisely the case. I changed my
tactics finally and began firing questions at him
abruptly, determined to get his undivided attention.
He reached up suddenly with a gesture which might
have savored slightly of impatience, and flung aside
his kalpak, revealing a tall sloping forehead, fringed
at the top with very thin brown hair, a forehead
totally out of keeping with the severely simple lines
of his face. If his face is the iron face of the
cavalry officer, his forehead is the forehead of the
statesman.


I kept on firing questions at him until I felt that
his brain had paused at its distance to listen. I
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