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"I feel for you, cabby," said the solicitor, to
his rueful assailant, "but I can assure you this
is wholly in the public interest. Thieves and bullies,
as well as fools, have to be taught by experience."


"Why the 'ell didn't yer sye so?" whimpered
the cabman, as he strove in vain to stanch the
blood that poured from his nose. "'Ow the 'ell
should I know yer could use 'em? I piked yer
fer a toff in yer 'igh 'at and yer fur coat and yer
glass eye; 'ow the 'ell should I know yer could
use 'em?"


"That is for you banditti to discover," was the
rejoinder of his fare. "It is perhaps my chief
recreation to thrash hansom cabmen in the interests
of society. I am proud to say your case is
one of many."


"Blow me tight, a prize-fighter!"


"It is not too much to say I might have aspired
to that calling, if the somewhat material nature
of my ambitions had not summoned me to a more
lucrative if less honorable practice. Twenty years
ago I was considered rather useful with the
gloves."


"Not so rusty nah, guv'nor," said the cabman,
imperfectly mollified, and stanching his nose with
his sleeve. "Give us a extra bob an' I'll drive to
the 'orspital."


"Here is your sovereign," said Mr. Whitcomb.
"Training and education make one so punctilious
in regard to one's word, although common sense
assures one that like the majority of your class
you are a rogue, a liar, and a bully; in a word,
a common pirate. Here is your money; and have
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