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From: Jimmy Wales

Date: Wed, Aug 13, 2008 at 12:28 AM

Subject: Re: request for your assistance in a paper titled 'The Influence of Wikipedia on the
International Arena'

To: nadav gros

nadav gros wrote:

1.

Do you think the NPOV standard has direct correlation to the
feeling of community in Wikipedia? How is this expressed?

I think it has an impact on the feeling of the community, and obviously it guides many community
discussions. However, I do not think that NPOV is necessary for the formation of community. The
important thing is that the community must have some standard that allows them to determine the
boundaries of what is accepted.

2.

Do you think the community of Wikipedia can transcend and affect
physical communities that cross borders and reap political change?
How will this occur?

I think the answer must be yes, but through very subtle means. If people around the world have more
knowledge, they will make different (and hopefully better) political decisions!

3.

Does the Wikipedia community have the power to create a social
cohesiveness or a cohesiveness of knowledge that will unite
geographical communities and bring about change in the
international political arena? Can you explain this?
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I do not anticipate seeing direct outgrowth from the Wikipedia community to political communities...
the effects will be more subtle than that.

4.

How do you think Wikipedia contributes to the distribution of
objective knowledge in the Third World?

Well, everything that we do at Wikipedia is freely licensed, which means that work can be re-used,
translated, modified, adapted to local needs and circumstances.

Having said that, I think we are only at the beginning of developing Wikipedia in the languages of the
developing world, and that we need to focus a lot of attention on those languages to promote and
nurture their growth.

5.

Do you think that Wikipedia can create an equality of knowledge
between the First and Third Worlds? Is it able to contribute to
reducing the gap of development between these worlds?

Yes, I think Wikipedia will be instrumental in that process.

It is important to note that the function of an encyclopedia may be different for different peoples and at
different times. For most people living in the developed world, the primary function of an
encyclopedia is to be a *summary* of an overwhelming array of knowledge that is at our fingertips.
But in many of the languages of the developing world, Wikipedia is and will be the first information

that is freely available in those languages. In many langauges, there is a complete lack of information,
and Wikipedia can help bring about an explosion of the information culture in those languages.
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