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Overview
● The Challenge of Information Reliability (from a news source 

perspective)
● What is NewsQ?
● NewsQ and Wikimedia
● Questions?



Challenge: Information Reliability



The perspective from history
https://www.flickr.com/photos/drb62/2054107736

Left image: Daniel R. Blume, “A Stack of Newspapers,” 2007. https://www.flickr.com/photos/drb62/2054107736 (CC-BY-SA 2.0). Right 
image: Harini2120, “Old Books,” 2020. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Old-books-436498_480.webp (CC-BY-SA 4.0)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/drb62/2054107736
https://www.flickr.com/photos/drb62/2054107736
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Old-books-436498_480.webp


The reliable sources problem, today

Kevin Payravi, “File:Cite Unseen on President of the United States,” 2019. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Cite_Unseen_on_President_of_the_Unit
ed_States_(May_2019).png (CC-BY-SA 4.0)

NewsQ, Science news results from news.google.com, 4 January 
2020 [no search topic, location: Houston, Texas, US], 
https://newsq.net/news-ranking-review-panels/.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Cite_Unseen_on_President_of_the_United_States_(May_2019).png
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Cite_Unseen_on_President_of_the_United_States_(May_2019).png
https://newsq.net/news-ranking-review-panels/
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news value: 
“shareability”

Tony Harcup & Deirdre O’Neill (2017) What is News?, Journalism Studies, 
18:12, 1470-1488, DOI: 10.1080/1461670X.2016.1150193 



“I intended to repackage the boy’s trauma into a 
digestible narrative I hoped would capture the attention of some hundred 

thousand internet users, who would then surrender valuable information about 
themselves to one or another technology baron, who would then reward the 

website for which I worked with a better starting 
position in the algorithmic rat race...”

Nicolás Medina Mora. “An American Education.” N+1 (blog), January 16, 2020. 
https://nplusonemag.com/issue-36/essays/an-american-education/, 

as quoted in Yemile Bucay, “Can Improving News Algorithms in Fact Improve News Quality,” NewsQ blog, April 2020. 
https://newsq.net/2020/04/09/can-improving-algorithms-in-fact-improve-news-quality/.

 

https://nplusonemag.com/issue-36/essays/an-american-education/
https://nplusonemag.com/issue-36/essays/an-american-education/
https://newsq.net/2020/04/09/can-improving-algorithms-in-fact-improve-news-quality/


What is NewsQ?



NewsQ seeks to elevate quality journalism when 

algorithms rank and recommend news articles 

online. 

We approach this problem by engaging in design 

thinking activities.



News 
Recommendation 
and Ranking

Apple News results, 
26 March 2020



Left: Twitter News results, 23 
March 2020

Right: Twitter News results, 10 
April 2020

News 
Recommendation 
and Ranking



● Technical Definitions
● “Ideations” around 

Data
● Creative Prototypes

Image: MrJansen1984, “Design thinking,” 
Wikimedia Commons ( CC BY-SA 4.0)

NewsQ 
Design Thinking

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Design_thinking.png#/media/File:Design_thinking.png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Example:
Ideation around 
Data
News Ranking Review 
Panels



NewsQ and Wikipedia



Technical Definitions: 
English Wikipedia - 
Perennial Sources



signal: 
wikipedia_perennial_
sources_reliability_
guidance

->WikiCred Grant for 
“Sourceror,” 2019/Grants/Sourceror: The 
Wikipedia community's platform against disinformation

https://wikiconference.org/wiki/2019/Grants/Sourceror:_The_Wikipedia_community%27s_platform_against_disinformation
https://wikiconference.org/wiki/2019/Grants/Sourceror:_The_Wikipedia_community%27s_platform_against_disinformation


Creative 
Prototypes: 
Vaccine safety 
and news 
sourcing on 
Wikipedia 
worldwide



Other ideas?



Thank you! Questions?


