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One year EasyTimeline

+/- 300 original charts
+/- 200 translations

Graphical Timelines per Wikipedia

Count Last update Gallery

. 489 Monday May 16, 2005

ast | Asturian Monday January 31, 2005 | Images/5cripts
cs | Czech g Sunday May 1, 2005 | Images/Scripts
cy | Welsh Monday January 3, 2005 | Images/Scripts
da | Danish 6 Friday May 6, 2005 | Images/5cripts
de | German 125 Friday May 13, 2005 | Images/Scripts
en | English 108 Monday May 16, 2005 | Images/Scripts
en | Esperanto g Friday January 14, 20056 | Images/scripts
g5 | S5panish 17 Wednesday May 11, 2005 | Images/5cripts
fi Finnish 6 Sunday February 20, 2005 | Images/Scripts
fr French 32 Saturday May 7, 2005 | Images/Scripts
gl | Galician 62 Tuesday May 10, 2005 | Images/Scripts
he | Hebrew 2 Thursday April 14, 2005 | Images/Scripts
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Why timelines ?

Concise

Good introduction

Good recapitulation

Give a sense of proportion / scale

Show synchronicity



Scope varies from the life story of a blues musician

1945

1940

1935

1930

1925

1920

19153

A i WIKIPEDIA

Qualititsoffensive

1910

1941 Revival der Songz durch Robert Lockwood

15. August 1938 Rokert Johnzon stirbt
1937 2. Plattenaufrnahme
1956 1. Plattenaufnahme

1934 AuFtritt in Helena CArkansasa

1931 Hochzeit mit Calletta Craft
1930 Virginia stirbt
1929 Begeghung mit Zon House. Hochzeit

1915 Umzug nach Robinsonwille

1914 Umzug nach Memphiz (Tennessee)

g. Mai 1911 Robert Johnzon wird gebaren

de:RObert Johnson . Lebensdaten Robert Johnson
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Miocene

.. fo human evolution

Sahelanthropus tchadensis (7-6 Ma)
{(human ancestry undetermined)
Age based on fossil evidence found in Chad

____ 6 Ma- Age of Orrorin tugenensis bones found in Kenya
{human ancestry undetermined)

Genus Ardipithecus (5.8-4.4 Ma)

Ar. kadabba (5.8-5.2 Ma)



EEE Many charts are one-dimensional
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Yet quite a few need one dimension extra

= W2 staris in Europe

= WW2 reaches Asia

end of WW2 >

Japan _-—_ e
Co-Prosperty Sphere 277 2779 Tripartite Pact 18/4 Doolitile Raid 18/4 Agm. Yamamoto killed lwo Jima 18/2-1413 Hireshima @/8
Manchukuo Okinawa 1/4-22/8 Magasaki 2/8
zince 1931 | Japan surrenders 278
China
since 1937 [partial} |
Korsa
since 1805
Burma —
1612  20/5 13/2-2014 Chindits 512 Chindits
Thailand
E-14/12 Thailand allies with Japan 7 Pro Japanese govt. custed
Indochina
23T
Malaya
. Bi12-131
Singapors
Bf12-15:2
Dutch Indies [ |
12/1  8/3
Fhilippines | —
10112 10/5 1512 {81 Luzon)
MNew Guinsa —
BSM 103 221
Mariana |s!. ||
10M2 Guam 15/8
Caroline Isl.
Japanese mandate since 1814 20-20/4 Jap. base on Truk desiroyed
Bismarck Isl. —
231 Rabau 1512 14/5 Mew Brittain except Rabau
Solomon Isl. —
N 7/B Guadalcanal 82 25/8 New Georgia taken
Gilbert |s!. |
812 Makin Tarawa 20-281M1
Marshall Isl. | |
Japanese mandate since 1814 21/1-2312
Aleutian sl | |
TiE 11/5 28i7
Wake |sl.
Midway |sl.
United States | |
Sanciions 267 250 Ulira 28/7 Embargo | 7/12 Pearl Harbour
Sea Baftles 1 | | I
1 345 67 8 10 1 12 13
Conferences n 1 1 11 |1 Euil
4 5 6_73@ 10 11 12 13
T T T L 1 T
1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945

Author Erik Zachie

Wersion 2.0 - April 6§ 2004

nerated with EasyTimeline

| Japanese Termritory
[ | Japanesse Invasion
Japanese Occupation

B United States
B ciied Invasion
Allied Cecupation

Chinese Free Territory
B seaSattes
B confersnce

Date format dd/mm

World War |l - Pacific Theatre

Preliminary events

1933 2712 Japan leaves League of MNations
15940 2548 project Ultra - Japanese code cracked
277 Japan claims Greater East Azia
Co-Prosperity Sphere
2719 Japan signs Tripartite Pact with Germ.Maly
1941 26/T US freezes Jap. asseis, oil/steel embargo
311 Japan makes final decigion to attack US

Sea Batiles
11942 M2 Japanese attack Pearl Harbour
2 1012 Japanese camier aircraft sink
Prince of Wales and Repulze (Br.)
3 19/2 Battle of Lumbok Str
4 25/2 Battle of the Java Sea
5 1/3 Battle of Sunda Str
6 7-8/5 Battle of the Coral Sea
T 4-T/6 Battle of Midway
8 5/8 Battle of Savo Island
] 24-25/8 Battle of the Eastern Solomons
10 26110 Battle of the Santa Cruz Islands
11 1943 3-5/3 Battle of Bismarck Sea
12 1944 19-2046 Battle of the Philippine Sea
13 23-27110 Battle of Leyte Gulf
Conferences
11940 2719 Berlin Ger)i,Jap Tripariite Pact
21941 9-12/8 M-Aflantic V5,GEB Allantic Charter

3 1841 29/9-1/10 Moscow US GB,SU more aid to SU
44142 2212141 Washington US GB "Europe first' + UM draft

51943 14-24/1 Casablanca US GB
] 17-24/8 Quebec
T 18M10-1/11 Moscow US GB SU
8 22-25/11 Cairo US,GB,China
9 268M1-1112 Tehran US,GB,SU
10 15944 1-22/7 Bretion Woods 44 nations est. IMF + World Bank
11 1845 4-11/2 Yalta US,GB,5U
12 25/4-26/8 San Francisco 46 nations UN Charter
13 17/7-218 Potsdam US GB SU



Not all charts are timelines @)

Vocal and instrumental pitch ranges > 100 150 200 300 440 700 1000 15002000 3000

ST WS mmm e, m o mm e e a2 @ e
€ @ & s @ @ & o dhe
[
| bamone |
I e
[ wmmw |
| mezmspans |
[
e smgnsnmes
e ——————— — |
| cowmkebass |
[
P e
L wm
iy pluzied I
L e
o tapsthes
o e
- instruments where the strings are usually bowed
et whare Tre wTings are sl sinek |
o gmepwe lebass |
L e
L amawm - celle
L e
wontwing nstniment | _
I oombameon |
——— l yioin.
I bmme |
[ nstruments where the strings are usually plucked
| bawenesm |
e — ~ hap ]
I
o dwea
e - hapsichod |
| sprmoswoghone |
C e - gutar
I
T | mandolin |
brass nsrument | - 5
e e instruments where the strings are usually struck
| wmoseten |
— -~ grandpiano
e bkem
I - pano
S mmet |
e ' S emeaum

w

woodwind instrument

I




Not all charts are timelines )

Theben (Agypten)

o Tal der Kdnige
o Deir el-Bahari

Schech Abd el-Korna o o el-As

o Deir el-Medin
o Tal der Kdniginnen






Not all charts are timelines ()

Relative elevations, average depths, maximum
depths, and volumes of the Great Lakes

600 1t 577 ft 577 ft 569 ft
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500
243 ft
210 ft (74 m) surface
(64 m) elevation
483 ft (147 my)
0 PRI  average
(CEEON  depth
b0 ft (229 m)
-500 maximum
8021t depth
(244 m)
1332 ft (406 m)
-1000

Superior Michigan Huron Erie Ontario




Basic procedure (1)

on article on article view
save / preview

ImageSize = width:600 height:100

PlotArea = left:20 right:10 top:10 bottom:25
TimeAxis = orientation:horizontal

Period = from:1890 till:2005

ScaleMajor = unit:year increment:20 start:1900
ScaleMinor = unit:year increment:10 start:1890

#proc legendentry
sampletype: color
details: gray(0.999)
tag: white

#proc getdata
delim: comma
data:

11,33,67,pa,,,

10,67,79,pa,,,

png/gif & svg

1500 1920 1540 1560 1560 2000



Basic procedure (2)

15 commands, +/- 30 attributes, but most are optional !

basic layout
image size, plot area, orientation, time frame

symbolic names
colors, bars, code snippets

historic data
periods, events

meta data
legend, free floating lines and texts



ImageSize = width:600
PlotArea =
TimeAxis =
Period = from:1890
ScaleMajor = unit:year

ScaleMinor = unit:year

PlotData =

height:100

left:20 right:10 top:10 bottom:25
orientation:horizontal

till:2005
increment:20 start:1900
increment:10 start:1890

Example

1
1
1
1
1
1
a

bar:X color:red align:center

from:start t£ill:1910
from:1920 till:1940
from:1950 till:end

bar:Y color:blue
from:start till:1930
from:1960 till:end

LineData =
at:1935 color:black
at:2000 color:yellow

text:"Period 1"
text:"Period 2" color:green
text:"Period 3"

text:"Period 1" textcolor:white
text:"Period 2"

“ =]

1960 1920 1940

layer:back
layer:front

b

i

1960 1950 2000

1960 1920 1940

1960 1950 2000



How to start?

Clone existing timeline

edia Timelines French - Mozilla Firefox

Fie Edit View Go Bookmarks Tooks Hep
@-D-F0RO M S o [0 hpenwipe i v &
) @Check X News [ # wikipedia () Wp [] Prescan | CTScan | ... [] NS [G] Google News ' Chess Opening Expl... [ share®iti - A service... W8 Tv ] Donorregister »
Graphical Timelines on French Wikipedia Monday, May 16, 2005
So far 32 timelines have been created on this Wikipedia. Last timeline added on Saturday, May 7, 2005 index
Feel feel to ask Erik Zachte, the author of EasyTimeline, for help or advice at his Wikipedia user page
See also Infroduction to EasyTimeline / Syntax
Timelines: Calendrier grégorien / Présocratiques / Lille / Lille / Lille / Empire romain / Empire romain / Tessiture / Liste des rois de Norvége /
Chronologie des présidents des Etats-Unis d"Amérique / Chronologie des vainqueurs du Tour de France cycliste / Tableau Histoire Suisse /
Premiers ministres de Norvége / Température de couleur / Tableau Histoire Hominidés / Tableau Histoire Hominidés années 80 / Chronologie des
inventions et découvertes (Préhistoire) / Chronologie des inventions et découvertes (Préhistoire) / Chronologie des inventions et découvertes
(Préhistoire) / Chronologie viking / Chronologie viking / EasyTimeline Examples AlignBars / EasyTimeline Examples AlignBars / EasyTimeline
Examples AlignBars / EasyTimeline Examples AlignBars / EasyTimeline Examples AlignBars / EasyTimeline Examples AlignBars / Temps
géologiques / Temps géologiques / Temps géologiques / Chronologie présidents Galice / Historique des sorties de Mozilla Firefox
Calendrier grégorien next
Julien
1582 |1511 ‘1949
[Portugal, Espagre, France et leur possesions: [REpLb11que populaire
EeL Lo Paer oo Botia i ietice, [Smos o Luxgbours [Canton suisse de Grisons Pohing PP
it hasz
[putriche; Suisse et Allemagne catholiques laska tRussie -> USAY
l1586 a7z
Palogne lJapan
‘15&7 ‘1&75
Hongr ie Ezunte
1605-1710, ‘1752 ‘1912
Howvelle Ecosse [Grande-Bretagne et ses possessions Chine, Albanie
hs1o lhous
Prusse lLettonie, Littuanie
1582-1735 |1750 s16
Duché de Lorraine lLorraine ¢Habshaurg -> France) [Bulgarie
l8as ho1s
fA1sace jURSS, Estonie,
‘1532 ‘1919
Strashourg Rounanie, Yougoslavie
1700 herm
oo I S i rl‘sgzgwnag:r]w:iﬁ et Pays-Bas protestants; loraae
1753 l1s26
Suede & Finlande [Turquie
1600 1700 1800 1300 2000
First version by FoeMyx on Thursday, September 23, 2004, last update on Friday, December 10,2004
DateFormat = yyvy
ImageSize = width:800 height:auto barincrement:38
PlotArea = left:20 right:20 bottom:20 top:10
Colors =
id:noir value:black
id:canvas value:rgb(0.87,0.87,0.97)
id:gris value:gray(0.80)
id:grilleMajor value:rgh(0.80,0.80,0.80)
id:bleuclair value:rgb (0.56,0.56,0.86)
id:rouge value:red
id:rougeclair value:rgb(0.86,0.56,0.56)
id:bleuclair value:rgb(0.76,0.76,0.96)
id:grilleMinor value:rgh (0.86,0.86,0.86)
Period = £rom:1550 £ill:2050
TimeAxis = orientation:horizontal format:yyyy
AlignBars = juscify
ScaleMinor = :year increment:50 start:1550 gridcolor:grilleMinor
ScaleMajor = ear increment:100 starti:lé00 gridcolor:grilleMajor
BackgroundColors = canvas:canvas bars:canvas
BarData=
harsenam o
4 ) £l
Olwww|w |® |w|w | @ W W@ [@|w @ |[@|w & |[w|® & |w|w|D|[w|w|w|[w][] 8
@ fnd © Find Next @ Find Previous [=] Hghlight [ Match case
Waiting for fr.wikipedia.org... [l

http://en.wikipedia.org/wikistats/EN/TimelinesIndex.htm

http://newped2.auckland.ac.nz/exe/exe/timeline/form.html

Use Wen Chen's form

) TimeLine Form - Mozilla

Fle Edt View Go Bookmarks Took Help
G- -8 0@ O M S | hupnenpedz.auckand.ac.nz/exe /exeftmelne form.htrl ~| [GL
[ @ Check B News [ # Wikipedia [ Wp [} Prescan |CTScan | ... [ NOS [G] Google News Sh Chess Opening Expl... »
~
[[Get The EasyTmeLine Scipt ] [ Preview/Download | @
o/ T exampies! Get the Sample Script ] @
Colored fields are must fill in. Grey fields are optional.
ImageSize: @ Width px Height
- @ . @ @ @
PlotArea: @ Width: Height: Left: Bottom
DateFormat: @ Gyyyy Oddmmiyyyy O mmiddiyyyy
AlignBars: @ CEarly @ OlLate @ @ Justify @
Period: @ From: Til:oos |
TimeAxis: Orientation: O Horizontal @ Vertical
Colors: @ Add color here for other fields to choose from.
|d:\:anvas | va\ue:\while |@ \egend:| | \/x
id value I ®  legend{Democrat |/\\/x
id va\ua:_@ \agend:lﬂepubh:an |/\\/x
id:Fed value:fgb(0.99608375.05 @ legend:[Federalst |/\VX
idfE | valu SN ®  legend]DemocwRepbican JAVX
id:wh valuelow @  legend|Whig |/\\/x
value [N 2  \egend|independert |/\\/x
id:war | valuelo=y0 8 | legend] |/\ x
[[Add Colorld | [ Update Color Opticns |
BackgroundColors: Bars: [ select v| Canvas: | canvas v
ScaleMaior: 6] Gridcolor unic @ Increment ®|:| Start: @
[
ScaleMinor: ® Gridcolor: [ select w| Unit [ Seleet | Increment |:| Start l:|
Legend: @ [+
rBarData e
~PlotData e
Bar Atttibutes Position Atttibutes Text Atttibutes
[*bar :I:l color: frDm:I:l t\l\:l:l text:
st ‘ v
X
[*lbar :I:| color: frDm:|:| t\l\:l:l text: /\
- @ a \ A
X
[*lbar :l:l color: frDm: hl\: text: /\
s ] U5 Givi War 1V
X
[*lbar :I:l color: frDm: t\l\: text: /\
Select - at: [Word War | ‘ y a
| © TimeLine Form | © Timeline Preview (x|
Done




External fonts and unicode support (1

Yes, promised a year ago....
Finally coming soon to a wikimedia server near you!

Major hurdle:
Ploticus needed to be patched as well, to provide FreeType font metrics

Cygwin version is now operational
Who can help prepare a Linux version (compilation only) ?

Works with any TrueType font

No proper support yet for RTL languages, like Hebrew and Arabic



12
11

10

External fonts and unicode support (2)

Tamil SUID
Persian Oly s
Malayalam @EIQ0I80
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Japanese B#EE
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Hebrew 237N
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v o w w
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Rendered with James Kass' font code2000 (shareware)
which supports almost the full unicode character set



We interrupt the program for a short message
not sponsored by
Andreas Nothiger

author of the
excellent

World History Chart

don't go away



Recommended by

BRITANNICA

N T E 3 G Ul o E
YENE":!'C P.-F_D 1a BRITANNICA

History is no longer learned
by memorizing dates
but viewed like a painting

i SO

'As you may already know,
your Web site has been selected
for inclusion in the Britannica
Internet Guide. That's really
something to crow about.'

Dave Schabes,
Editorial Director
Britannica Internet Guide

Order page


http://www.hyperhistory.com/online_n2/History_n2/contact.html

Grand Unified Timeline of Human History

Mission: This project aims to produce a set of graphical timelines
in a consistent and simple format, that together offer a
coherent and grand perspective on the whole
of human history in all its aspects

Ambition level: High

Target date: Beyond soon
Organisation: Standard (= not much)
Team: Join!

Status: Definition phase



Scope

A layered approach

Earth

7,000,000

44 BC

AD 476

AD 476

Life of Augustus

509 BC



All aspects of human endeavour

AD 1500

Life of Luther




Is it feasible?

This project is ambitious because
@ \We need to build at least a hundred charts
@ Charts need to be translated

@ The editing process is time consuming

This project is not overambitious because

@ Time is on our side

@ Wikipedia itself proves time and again we need to think big

@ Much of the raw data is already available in articles & tables

@ Tasks can be divided between content editors and script editors
@ Many wikipedians already embraced EasyTimeline

@ Some existing charts fit right into the scheme: ....



Existing charts that fit into the scheme (1

The Migrations Period
F -inian I Chaﬂemala
Cons Attila Gregary | Bede
Theodaric Muhammad
Merovingians Carolingians
(Gothic migration
Vandals
Exarchate of Ravenna
Lombards
Visigothic Iberia Al-Andalus
Anglo-Saxon invasion of Britain Viking raids
Huns
Avars
Cnogur
Bulgaria
Samao's realm Moravia/Nitria (s. 833 Great Maoravia)

Medieval Croatian state
Megvars T
410 Visigoths sack Rome
410 Rome leaves Britain
439 Vandals at Carthage
451 Battle of Chalons
454 Battle of Nedao
455 Vandals sack Rome
476 last Western Emperor
486 Rome leaves Gaul
626 Avars raid Constantinople
681 Khan Asparuh recognized by Byzantium

. . . . - 805 Franks destroy Avars
Tlmellne Of the Mlgratlons PerIOd . | | | | | i | .QSEIBattIe of Lechfeld

300 400 500 600 700 800 900 1000




Existing charts that fit into the scheme (2

Sahelanthropus tchadensis® Australopithecus anamensis® Australopithecus aethiopicus

Australopithecus afarensis Australopithecus boisei

Orrorin tugenensis®

T O T —

Kenyanthropus p- Homo rudolfensis
Homo habilis
|
Homo ergaster
Australopithecus | Homo Homo
africanus® georgicus” florensiensis™
Austrgilioﬂp:ghecus Homo erectus
| . Homi)
Homo antecessar soloensis
Homo rhodesiensis
Homo nean%erthalensis
Homo heidelbergensis(1)
Homo helmei[é)
Homo sapiéns
| | Paléolithigue
Miocene | Pliocene Pleistocene Holo.

I 1 I 1 I 1 I 1 I 1 I 1 I 1 I
-7000 -6500 -6000 -5500 -5000 -4500 -4000 -3500 -3000 -2500 -2000 -1500 -1000 -500 0

Tableau Histoire Hominidés
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Pleistocene Pliocene Miocene

Split between humans and apes using molecular clock, about 5 Ma

Sahelanthropus tchadensis | |
Age of Orrorin tugenensis bones found in Kenya, about 6 Ma |

| | P. robustus |

| Ar. kadabba
Genus Paranthropus P. aethiopicus Genus Ardipithecus
| | P.|boisei | | Ar. ramidus
| | A. anamensis
| | A. afarensis
Genus Australopithecus
| A. africanus
| A. garhi
| | H. habilis
| H. georgicus
Genus Homo
| H. erectus
| H. sapiens
T T T T T T 1
0 Years 1e+06 2e+06 3e+06 4e+06 5e+06 6e+06 Te+0¢
Australopithecus boisei
_ Australopithecus aethiopicus
_ Australopihecus bahrelghazali® Australopithesus robustus
-r\mrupus tchadensis® Australopithecus afarensis
|Orrorin tugenensis® Australopithecus anamensis® Australopithecus africanus®

i o] 7

Homo antecessdfi| Homo soloensif

Homo floresiensidf]

Homo sap-
Homo helme\{.
Homo rhogBSiensis]
Homo heidelbefgeRSisiel

W Hominidae mimo rod Homo

Sahelanthropus tchadensis* Al

Five variations on a theme: human evolution

Orrorin tugenensis*

Australopithecus afarensis

Kenyanthropus p-

Australopithecus
bahrelghazali*

Miocene

Pliocene

aethiopicus.
Australopithecus boisei
Australopithecus robustus

Homo rudolfensis

Homo habilis
|
Homo ergaster
Australopithecus ‘ Homo Homo
africanus* georgicus™ florensiensis*
Aussoptnecus Homo erecus

Homo antecessor*

om!)

H
soloensis

Homo rhodesiensis
Homo neanderthalensis
Homo heidelbergensis(1)
Homo helmei(2)
Homo sapiens

Paléolithique

Pleistocene Holo.

T T T T T T T T T
-7000 -6500 -6000 -5500 -5000 -4500 -4000 -3500 -3000

T T T T T
-2500 -2000 -1500 -1000 -500 0

sup [Hol

B Homo Homo neanderthalofiEi]
Miocén Pliocén Pleistocén H
T T T T T T T T
-7000 -6500 -6000 -5500 -5000 -4500 -4000 -3500 -3000 2500 -2000 -1500 -1000 -500 t
Homo sapiens
. Homo neandertalensis.
Homo habilis .
Pliocene Pleistocene Pléistocene moyen
f T T T T T 1
-3500 -3000 -2500 -2000 -1500

T
-1000 -500 0



Guidelines

Charts need to fit into a predefined broad supported conceptual framework
Charts aims to be regionally and culturally unbiased
Charts use a uniform and intuitive navigation system, e.g. specially marked crosslinks

Charts use (to a degree) a uniform presentation

Think of color coding of events, font settings, general layout, size, etc

Charts are show a consistent level of detail on a certain level in the chart hierarchy



Republic

Modelling a standard layout (1)

Empire
Periodz
Juiio- Claudian dynasty Ergmms Five Good Bmperars Severan dynasty Tﬁ-lrascm?y Tatmrchy Chrizian Empire e resstp;r:; 5
Emperors
Cae=ar Augustus hEEnasa mﬁs_%d Caracal g" I:I-?;LLIISS naleran Carirs hbaximins “Hens Corestantius 1
Tiberus Tius Chcsivs Ivgorinus Galienus Mumerian Licinius Gratian
Caligula Domitian Commadus Gordan Il Oaudius 11 Constantine || dlentinian |l
. . Diadu- . h
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