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CHAP. IX.

Potemkin becomes favourite.— His exile.— His

recall.—Manner of injiailing and difmiffmg

favourites.—Journey to Mofco.—Pilgrimage.—
Potemkin Jirives to induce the emprejs to marry

him.^—MarJhal Romantzoff comes to Mofco.—
Regulations and edicts for the adminiflration of

the empire.— 'The Ruffians enter the Krimea.——

EletJion of khan Sahim Gueray.-—Zavodoffsky

becomes favourite.—Death of the grand duke's

firji confort.-—Second journey of prince Henry

of Prujfia to St.^Peterfburg —Journey of the

grand duke to Berlin.—HisJecond marriage,—
Zoritch obtains the place of favourite.— Tranf-

actions of the years 1774, 1775/ 1776.

GREGORY Orloff had been reinflated in

the place of favourite only from motives of

policy. Policy may feign a paffion, but cannot

command it. Catharine affected to have for her

vol. in. b former
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formerjover fentiments which (he no longer felt.

She was lavifh of her flatteries and kindneffes,

but fhe could not reftore him the poffefiion of

her heart. The prince was therefore miftaken in

imagining himfelf to be the fole caufe of the

difmiflion of Vafliltfchikoff. It was not to him

that this facrifice was made.

For a long time paft the emprefs had remarked

the manly comelinefs and noble air of Potemkin.

She recollected with complacency, that on the

day of the revolution of 1762, Potemkin being

as yet very young, had feized the moment when

fhe had mounted her horfe for gallantly riding up

to her, and prefenting her with the plume from

his hat ** She refolved at length to be more

particularly acquainted with him j and the firft

interview fhe had with him fecured to this new

lover the fuperiority over all his rivals. Vaffilt-

fchikoff received his difmilTal -, Orloff was re-

taken into favour j but the incorrigible coarfe-

nefs of his manners, formerly palliated by the

warmth of attachment, became unfufferable,

when united with decayed affection. Potemkin

alone had the fecret of eonfoling her majefty

* Whether it was his fultane, the upright plume in his

hat, or his ccckade, dragonne, or fword-knot, is imma-

terial to the main fad : it was, however, one or other of

them. .

.under
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under the uneafineffes occafioned by the war,

the apprehenfions from the rebellion, and the

mifunderftanding which prevailed between the

old favourite and the minifter Panin. Potemkin

grew giddy with fuccefs ; his pride and pre-

emption kept pace with his prefperity -, and he

foon received a check.

One day, as he was playing at billiards with

count Alexius Orloff, he was fo thoughtlefs as

to boaft of the favour he enjoyed ; and even

ventured to affert, that it entirely depended on

him to remove from court any perfons for whom
he might conceive a diflike. Alexius Qrloff

made him a haughty anfwer ; a quarrel enfued

;

and Potemkin received a blow, which occa-

fioned him the lofs.of an eye.. This was not

his only misfortune. Gregory Orloff, informed

of the affair by his brother, ran to the emprefs,

and requelted of her the removal of Potemkin.

Potemkin repaired to Smolensk*, his native

place, where he remained almoff. a year in

folitude, fuffering much from. his eye-}-, an4

* Prince Potemkin was born 'in the environs of Smolenik

of a family very little known. '

]

•f It has been faid that he might have been cured of the

injury he had received in his eye, but that, in his impatience,

he burft a flight tumour that had formed clofe to the ball.,

and deprived himfelf of the fight of it.

B 2 from
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from vexation at his being exiled from court.

One while he declared it his refolution to turn

monk i at another time he pretended that he

would become the greateft man in all Ruffia.

In fhort, all at once he wrote to the emprefs,

befeeching her to think of him. Her majefty

immediately fent him letters of recall, and

replaced him in the full pofTeffion of her favour.

Prince OrlofF had been for feveral days at his

hunting-feat, and this abfence gave opportunity

for inftalline Potemkin at the palace j and on

the return of the old favourite, his complaints

and his reproaches were no impediment to the

continuance of the new one.

The poft of favourite being peculiar to Ruffia,

it will naturally be expected that it mould here

be treated of fomewhat more at large. Ever

fince the year 1730, this empire has been

governed by women, the reign of Peter III.

having been too fhort to form any finking

exception, or for giving the Ruffians a notion

of any other government. It is a trite remark,

that when kings reign women rule, and when

women reign men govern : but there feems

nothing more in this pretended axiom than an

antithesis confecrated by cuftom, and repeated

from one to the other, like many more, with-

out refleftion or foundation. Henry IV, Guf-

tavus
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iavus III, Catharine II, are invincible proofs

that both men and women are capable of grand

undertakings, without the aid of the other fex,

not to mention more examples in confirmation

of the fact. For a feries of 70 years the mo-

narchs of Rufila have always had favourites

officially : it is no wonder .then that the cuftom,

thus fanctioned for fo long a period, and fcrupu-

loufly obferved by four empreffes, mould be

almoft deemed a fundamental law of the empire,

and an appendage to imperial grandeur ; for

the age of the late fovereign latterly gave no

room to think that (he kept hers for any other

purpofe than in conformity to eftablifhed ufage,

and as a property to the magnificence of the

court. As the reign of that princefs was of a

longer duration than that of any of the emprefTes

her predeceffors, it is highly natural that the

number of her favourites fhould be more consi-

derable ; accordingly, fome of them are ftill in

being, and two have been carried off by death.

Sovereigns are me-n of like paffions with us,

confequently fubjecl to the fame caprices, Oaves

to the fame weakneffes. It is not becaufe of

any exemptions they pofTefs from the common

lot of our nature, that the fceptre is given them

to wield, and that their brows are graced with

the diadem •> it is only to mark them as the

b 3 point
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point in which our interefts unite, and by look-

ing to which we are kept in order.

It is neceffary then to fhew what were the

duties and diftinclions of the favourites of

Catharine. When her majefly had fixed her

choice on a new favourite, (he created him her

general aid-de-camp, in order that he might

accompany her every where without reproach or

obfervation. Thenceforward the favourite oc-

cupied in the palace an apartment beneath that

of the ernprefs, to which it communicated by a

private ftaircafe. The firft day of his inftal-

lation he received a prefent of ioo,oco rubles,

and every month he found 12,000 on his dreff-

ing-table. The marfhal of the court was com-

miffioned to provide him a table of 24 covers,

and to defray all the expences of his houfehold.

The favourite attended the ernprefs on all parties

of amufement, at the opera, at balls, prome-

nades, excurfions of pleafure, and the like, and

was not allowed to leave the palace without

exprefs permiffion. He was given to under-

ftancl, that it would not be taken well if he

converfed familiarly with other women ; and if

he went to dine with any of his friends, the

miftrefs of the houfe was always abfent.

"Whenever the ernprefs can: hej* eyes on one

of her fubjects, in the defign of raifing him to

the
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the poft of favourite, me caufed him to be

invited to dinner by fome lady of her confi-

dence, on whom fhe dropped in as if by chance.

There me would enter into difcourfe with the

new comer, with a view to difcover whether or

not he was worthy of the favour me deligned to

grant him. When the judgment fhe formed

was favourable, the confidante was informed of

it by a fignificant look, who took care to

notify it to' him who had the honour to pleafe.

The day following he received a vifit from the

phyfician of the court, who came to inquire

into the ftate of his health ; and the fame even-

ing he accompanied the ernprefs at the hermit-

age, and took poffefiion of the apartment that

had been prepared for him. It was on the

feleclion of Potemkin that thefe formalities

began ; and fince that time they have been

constantly obferved.

When a favourite had ioft the power of

making himfelf agreeable, there was ;lfo a

particular manner of giving him his difmifiion.

He received orders to travel; and from that

moment he was debarred all accefs to her

majefty. But he was fure of finding at the

place of his deftination recompences worthy of

the munificent Catharine.

b 4 1775.
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1775. Peace being eftablifhed abroad, and

every thing quiet at home, Catharine employed

herfelf in cultivating the arts of peace, in the

improvement of the country, and in opening

the minds of her fubjects ; in all which fhc

found Potemkin fo ufeful a fecond, that he foon

acquired an afcendant little fhort of abfolute.

To him all perfons looked as the difpenfer of

all bounty, and the fource of all honours. Con-

fcious of the vaft influence he porTefTed, and

knowing that there was no one to fupplant him,

he grew wanton in the enjoyment of his power,

every day obtaining fome new dignity or fome

accefilon of revenue ; yet, when he was refufed

any thing he requefted, he would mew himfelf

fullen, and fometimes even angry. It was by

fuch Angular methods, that he entered Into the

council, and procured himfelf the poft of vice-

prefident at war. Count Zachar ChernichefF*

was the prefident of it, Potemkin, who could

not endure to fee any one above him, refolved

to ruin him in the mind of the emprefs, and

fucceeded in the attempt. Zachar Chernicheff

delivered in his refignation ; and though the

fayourite was totally deficient in all the branches,

* The fame who, in 1762, had the command of the army

ihat was fent into SileHa.

pf
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of knowledge necerTary to fill the important

office of minifter at war, he made no fcruple at

taking it upon him. So much prefumption

created him at firft a great number of enemies

:

he was cenfured for undertaking fuch a diverlity

of bufineffes, and finifhing none ; for making

promifes of promotion indifcriminately to every

fuitor, while he did nothing for any body ; and

for employing himfelf to no purpofe but in

aggrandifing ftill more his enormous power.

The emprefs had fucceeded in reconciling

Potemkin with the Orloffs, and was exerting all

her efforts to preferve peace between them.

Though for prince Gregory Orloff fhe had not

now the frnalleft remains of affection, nor per-

haps of gratitude, fhe kept terms with him ftill.

As for him, always jealous, not of the pleafures,

but of the honours of Potemkin, he requefted

permiffion to retire from the court; but the

emprefs would not confent to it, preferring

rather to endure his behaviour, than permit him

to carry about with him a refentment, which,

though it might not be dangerous, could eafily

be rendered alarming by circumftances. Befides,

fhe had ftill another motive for his retention.

She was in hopes that his prefence would be

fome check on the petulance and audacity of his

rival.
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rival *. After having long oppofed Panin to

OrlofF, fhe now thought of oppoling OrJoff to

Potemkin.

Mortified at being refufcd permiflion to retire,

a permifTion which had been formerly granted

him againft his inclination, OrlofF had a long

explanation with her majefty. He recalled to

her mind the obligations which fhe had to him :

he boafted of his zeal and fidelity ; he prefumed

to fay that fhe had nothing to reproach him with

but the being lefs young than his rival. Catharine

hearkened to all with great gentlenefs ; and,

without plainly denying the wrongs of the com-

plainant, fhe arTured him, that the emprefs was

always his friend. By having recourfe to this

mode of perfuafion, which fat foeafily upon her,

ihe determined him to remain.

It was not long, however, before OrlofF

experienced a frefh caufe of vexation. Shortly

after the execution of PugatfhefF, the emprefs

took the refolution of vifiting Mofco ; defigning

* Once, on being fent for to council, while he was

engaged in a party at cards, he refufed to go. On the

meffenger humbly afking for a reafon to take back with

him, he told him he might find it in the bible. The mef-

fenger inquired where. " In the firft pfalm, and in the

" firft verfe '.— Beatus vlr qui non abiii in confilio impioritm"

at
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at once to enjoy the triumph fhe had gained over

a rebel, and to complete by her prefence the

deftruclion of any hopes that might ftill remain

in the breafls of the difaffected. Prince Orloff

exerted himfelf to difluade her from this journey,

while Potemkin was employing every means to

confirm her in her purpofe. As the ideas of the

latter were in unifon with the defires of Catha-

rine, he eafily carried his point. She fet out

on the journey.

It was not unknown to her majefty, that, on

the way to Mofco, fhe would pafs through

provinces where the popes were held in extreme

veneration, and kept the people under the yoke

of the moft grofs fuperftirion. She had the

utmoft contempt for the childifh bigotry they

taught, and held in abhorrence its dangerous

minifters : but me remembered that fhe had

employed this advantage when fhe had formed

the defign of dethroning her hufband, and there-

fore fhe did not difdain to employ it again for

regaining the alienated minds of her people, and

attracting the reverence of an ignorant multitude.

To this end fhe carried with her a great number

of little figures of faints, which fhe distributed

in the churches and chapels on the road. Befides

thefe, fhe defigned for the cathedral of Moico a

large piclure, richly decorated with gold and

5 diamonds i
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diamonds ; this fhe had caufed to be placed in

a carriage, which, during the whole of the

journey, and when fhe made her entry into

Mofco, followed immediately after her own.

Six hundred men from each regiment of

guards had preceded her arrival in that great

metropolis, and put themfelves under arms to

receive her.

Two triumphal arches had been erected *, and

preparations were made for a fplendid entertain-

ment. She was attended by a brilliant retinue ;

the crowd of fpectators was immenfe ; order and

magnificence prevailed on every fide. Nothing

was wanting but acclamations and burfts of joy.

The populace, more amazed than affected, ex-

hibited not the lead fign of fatisfaction. The

emprefs had caufed proclamation to be made

of a diminution of imports.; but the hearts of

the people feemed as little moved by her

bounties, as at the pomp of her train.

The grand duke experienced a very different

reception. The instances of homage that were

withheld from his mother were lavilhed upon

him. It is pretended, that a courtier, ftruck

with this contraft, and wiming to dive into the

fentiments of the heir of the throne, faid to him,

* Thefe two triumph ul arches coft, it is faid, 40,000

rnblesc

" Your
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f< Your imperial highnefs fees how much you are

" beloved. Oh, if you would !
" The

grand duke anfwered not a word, but gave the

courtier * a look of reprimand, which fhewed

that, though he was kept out of a throne that

belonged to him, he neverthelefs knew how to

behave as a refpectful fon.

Some days after her arrival at Mofco, the

cmprefs performed a pilgrimage to a convent

fituate at the diftance of forty verfts from the

city,
, walking on foot the whole way, attended

by all her court. Count Panin alone was not;

invited to this act of devotion. On this occa-

fion he faid, in revenge for this mark of dis-

favour :
—" The emprefs was not willing that 1

" mould accompany her on her pilgrimage,

" becaufe (he thought that I had neither devo-

" tion enough, nor enough of the courtier."

Panin was become negligent not only of his

duties as a courtier, but alfo of his functions as

minifter. Eafe and amufements were now his

principal bufinefs. He rarely read the difpatches

of the ambafladors, and far more rarely deigned

to anfwer them. This conduct put arms into

the hands of his enemies, but was particularly

* Count Andrew RazumofFsky, one of the fons of the

hetman. The other, who is called count Gregory Razu-

mofFsky, follows a ftudious life at Laufanne.

favourable



14 l^F E 0F THE

favourable to the ambitious Potemkin, who

was ardently longing for the removal of Panin.

On fucceeding prince Orloffin favour, Potemkin

had prefumed to form the fame defigns with

him in afpiring to obtain the hand of the fove-

reign. But he flood in awe of count Panin

;

his franknefs, his perfuafive eloquence, even

his arts of intrigue, alarmed him ; for notwith-

ftanding his indolence, the old minifter could

yet handle thofe weapons.

What ftrange metamorphofes will; not ambi-

tion work 1 The moft arrogant man in all

Ruffia, he who to all appearance was lead cal-

culated for putting himfelf under reftraint, and

who having not the flighteft tincture of religion,

turned all modes of faith into ridicule, Potemkin

put on all at once the exterior of a piety the

moft anftere. At the beginning of Lent, to the

furprife of all, he bid adieu to good cheer, of

which he was very fond, lived upon nothing but

roots, and his only drink was water ; went

regularly every day to confeffion, and wearied

the faints with his prayers. He had taken care

to make choice of the fame confeffor with the

cmprefs, and' unbofomed to him all his tranf-

grefiions, at the fame time
.

praying him to

inform that princefs,. that his alarrned confcience

would no longer allow him to indulge in an

intercourfe
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intercourle that was criminal when not fancYioned

by marriage. Whether the monk had been

gained over or nor, he acquitted himfelf of his

eommiffion. Catharine came to no explanation

with him : but, eafily gueffing the motive of

Potemkin's fcruples, fhe fent for him, and

talked to him with tendernefs, but with dignity.

She told him that, though fhe had a regard for

'him, fhe was miftrefs enough of herfelf to get

the better of her paffion ; and that if he was

refolved no longer to fill the pod of favourite,

(he could eafily refolve to put another in his

place.

Potemkin, difappointed, humiliated, coi>*

founded, could not fo thoroughly conceal his

vexation, but the people of the court were

able to perceive it. Pie was even heard to fay3

that he would take holy orders, and caufe himfelf

to be confecrated archbifhop. But the emprefs

returned to Petersburg. Potemkin followed

her, and foon forgot both his devotion and his

refentment in the purfuits of ambition and the

enjoyments of pleafure.

But the intrigues of the court have detained

our view from objects more worthy of our-

attention. It ought not, however, to be for-

gotten, that the pleafures of Catharine prevented

her
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her not from applying herfelf to the cares of the

government of her empire.

In the former days of Catharine's ftay in

Mofco, fhe went to meet marfhal Romantzoff

at Kolomifki*: (he received him with every

poflible mark of fatisfaction ; and nothing could

be more flattering than the fplendid preparations

which were made in the capital for the marshal's

reception there, upon his return from that war

which he had fo glorioufly conducted, and fo

happily concluded. The emprefs, on this

occafion, (hewed him all the refpect that was

due to the mod illuftrious fupporter of her

throne. It had been her intention that he mould

enter Mofco on the fame day with herfelf -, and

that, advancing on horfeback between the tri-

umphal arches that had been raifed to his honour,

he mould join her, without fetting his foot to

the ground :. and every thing had been prepared

for his making a triumphal entry in all the mag-

nificence of the ancients. This honour, how-

ever, the general, either through wifdom or

magnanimity, declined. But that circumftance

did not lefTen the intended fplendor and magni-

ficence in other -refpects, nor the public honours

* The 21ft of July.

paid
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paid to the general. He chofe to appear before

his fovereign, not as a triumphant hero, but

as a foldier come to give an account of his

victories.

The next day the emprefs, accompanied by

the gfand duke, the principal officers of the

empire, and all her courtiers, proceeded on

foot from the ancient palace of the tzars to the

cathedral of Mofco, in order "to be prefent at a

folemn mafs, and the Te Deum * that was fung

on occafion of the peace.

At the conclufion of this ceremony, the pri-

vate treafurer of the emprefs read, with a loud

voice, the lift of the recompences which that

monarch was pleafed to beftow on the generals

who had diftinguifhed themfelves in the war

againft the Turks.

Marfhal Romantzof? received an eftate in

land with 5000 peafants, 100,000 rubles in

ready money, a very fine fervice of plate, a hat

encircled with a laurel branch of brilliant jewel-

lery, and valued at 30,000 rubles, the flar of

the order of St. George, and an epaulette of

* When, or how, or on what occafion, the fong of

St. Ambrofe, as it is called, was adopted into the ruffian

liturgy, is a queftion of fome curiofity, fince the greek

church, from whence that of Ruflia is denominated, knows

nothing of it.

vol. in, c diamonds,
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diamonds, with a magnificent truncheon of"

field-marfhal ; and a diploma, adding to his

furname that of Zadunaifki, which may be

tranflated, the Ultra-danubian.

To count Alexius OrlofF, 60,000 rubles, and

a fword enriched with diamonds, of very confi-

derable value, and a diploma granting to him

the furname of Tfchefminfki, from the burning

of the turkifh fleet in the bay of Tfchefme.

To general Paul Potemkin, a diploma of

count of the ruffian empire, and her imperial

majefty's picture fet with diamonds as an append-

age to his drefs.

To genera] Panin and prince Dolgorouky,

60,000 rubles each, with a fword and diamond

liar.

To count SoltikofF, the fecond clafs of the

order of St. George.

To count Ivan Chernicheff, the order of

St. Andrew.

Several ribbons of St. Alexander Nefsky

were conferred, and military promotions made.

Admiral Greig was advanced to the rank of

vice-admiral, and appointed commandant of

Cronftadt.

Next day the grand duke beftowed 1 1 ribbons

of the order of St. Anne.

Large
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Large gold medals, ftruck upon .the occafion,

were likewife diftributed to the field-marfhals,

generals in chief, and foreign minifters;" and

fome of a fmaller fize, to the reft of the nobility

of the five firft claffes.

Her majefty likewife recalled fome noblemen

from their banilhment in Siberia ; two of whom
had refided there ever fince the year 1746.

Catharine had already, on the quelling of the

rebellion, iflued an ukaufe, whereby various

taxes were abolilhed, fome of which had been

laid on during the war, and others were of old

ftanding.

The taxes laid on during the late war, and

which were now abolifhed, were the tax of 80

kopeeks over and above that of 1 ruble 20

kopeeks paid per head by merchants and handi-

craftfmen j the tax of 100 rubles on each furnace

or iron work j the tax of five rubles on each

furnace in copper founderies; the tax of four

kopeeks on every pood of caft iron ; the tenths

of founded brafs -, the tenths of the capitals

employed in mines of every kind ; the additional

tax of one ruble per annum on every weaver's

loom employed in manufactories, or by private

perfons in their own houfes , as likewife the tax

of Qntpr cent, on the value of every other kind

C2 of
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of manufactured goods. A general liberty was

alfo given to eftablifh manufactories without the

necefiity of previoufly obtaining the permifllon

of the college. The million and half of rubles,

the eniprefs advanced for ten years to the pro-

vinces which had lately been the feat of rebellion,

at the rate of one per cent, for the firft three

years, and three per cent, for the remaining

feven, was to be diftributed amongft the pro-

prietors of peafants,* in the proportion of 40

rubles for every man loft by them in the late

trouble's.

The taxes upon the eftates of the livonian

noblemen were taken off.

Amongft the taxes of old Handing, which

were now abolifhed, were the tax on tanned

leather and fkins ; that on wax, on tallow-

melting, on foap-works, on oil-manufactories^

on private falt-works, and that on malt and

hops.

The prohibition was taken off from all the

towns, and villages in the empire, of erecting

fmithies and fmall iron-works ; and they were

thenceforth permitted to manufacture ao.d trade

in all kinds of iron whatfoever.

The fame edict contained a number of internal,

regulations, together with acts of grace and

pardon.
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pardon. It took off all prohibitions againft

contracting marriages without the confent of

the governors of towns or provinces, and all

dues hitherto paid to obtain their permifiion.

It admitted all burghers, who mould declare

upon oath that they were pofleffed of a capital

of 500 rubles, into the clafs of merchants

;

whereby they were exempted from thofe taxes

to which they were fubjected by their former con-

dition : but in lieu of thefe they were to pay one

per cent, upon their capital, whatever it might

be, and which they were likewife to declare

upon oath ; and, contrariwife, thofe who had

hitherto come under the denomination of mer-

chants, but who did not actually poffefs a capital

of 500 rubles, were returned into the clafs of

burghers.

All peafants enfranchifed by their lords, were,

at their reverlion, to choofe whether they

would enter into the fervice of government, or

become merchants or burghers, that they might

be taxed, or exempted from taxes, accord-

ingly.

A general pardon was granted to all perfons

concerned in the late rebellion, with an in-

junction to bury every thing relative thereto

in oblivion ; as alfo a releafe to all prifoners who

c 3 have
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have been confined, on account of any crimes

'whatever, for the fpace of ten years, without

having had judgment palTed upon them j nor

was thenceforth any crime, committed fo long

ago as ten years, without being brought to light,

to be examined into : and this was declared

to be a permanent law throughout the empire,

for ever.

All nobles ferving as fubaltern officers, were

t6 be fubject to no other penalties and punifh-

ments than fuch as had been inflicted on their

fuperior officers ; nor were the corporal punifh-

ments of the private men to be for the future fo

fevere, nor fo ignominious, as they had hitherto

been.

The fenate received a fpecial order to lower

the duty on the fale of lands, houfes, &c. from

fix to four per cent,

Catharine had been, for fome years paft,

meditating a regulation for the interior govern-

ment of her country. This me caufed to be

printed at Molco : at the fame time ilTuing an

order, that it mould not at firft be executed

except in the governments of Smolenfk and

Tver, as the people of thofe two provinces

appeared to her the moft intelligent, the moil

docile, and conlequently the moft fit for con-

tributing
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tributing to the fuccefs of the intended trial of

the new laws *.

The reader will perhaps recoiled, that to-

wards the conclufion of the foregoing volume f

,

we fpoke in general terms of a conftitution for

the ruffian empire, which ferioufly occupied her

mind, and from which we took occafion then

to lay before him that part which related to the

police. It now remains for us to give a more

particular account of that conftitution itfelf, in

which, however, we fhall obferve as much
regard to brevity, as the nature of the fubject

will allow.

Catharine began by dividing her extenfive

empire into governments or viceroyalties. Of
thefe ihe formed 43, whereof 38 lie in Europe,

and five in Afia. The remoteft of the afiatic

part are indeed of an enormous circuit 3 but in

the reft the difference in point of extent is not

* The firft ukaufe concerning it was dated in November

1775. The regulation was afterwards fuccefiively intro-

duced and eftablifhed in all the other provinces of the

empire, during the years 1776— 1783. Thefe regulations

were even tranflated into the tartarian languages, in order,

in due time, to their introduction among that people.

f Vol. ii. p. 372, 373. The whole of this conftitution

has been annulled by the prefent emperor Paul, and the

Yiceroyaides aboliihed. '

c 4 fo
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fo very confpicuous. Many of them were

again divided into provinces; but all into

circles, of which each government, according

to its dimenfions, had fix, ten, or more *. Each

of the latter was to confift of from 300,000 to

400,000 perfons of the male fex, confequently

of 600,000 or 800,000 people •, and every

circle of from 40,000 to 60,000 inhabitants

:

but in the actual eftablifhment of it afterwards

this was not obferved ; there are fome which

comprife in them a greater and others a fmaller

number of perfons.

The viceroyalty has a general governor, a

governor, and a government-adminiftration ; in

which, befides thofe two perfonages, two counfel-

lors have feats. Subordinate to thefe, are a court

ofjuftice, a finance-chamber, a fuperior country-

court, a viceroyalty magiftrate, &c. The circle

has alfo its court of judicature ; likewife a ward

or guardian office, a land-furveyor, a rent-mafter,

a phyfician, a furgeon -, in the cities are magi-

flrates, in the towns, common-councils; in both

oral-courts of judicature, &c. f The whole

eflabliihment was erected on the mod fplendid

footing, in order that provifion might be made

* See the preliminaries, vol. i. p. 3, 4, 5, Sec.

f See before, vol. ii. p. 383.

both
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both for whatever was neceffiry to the well-

being of the department, and what had • pud-

ency to the improvement and to the embeliifh-

ment of the country j and the appearance and

retinue of the governor were, in the judgmenr

both of foreigners and natives, fuitab^e to the

dignity of his ftation, and the honour of the go-

vernment over which he prefided.

Two examples of the annual government-

expence, without including the difburfements

for the military commands, will fuffice to ex-

plain • this matter : the new eftabliihment de-

mands annually for the viceroyalty of St. Peters-

burg, confiding of ten circles and the city of

Cronftadt, the fum of 143,800 rubles: for the

viceroyalty of Tver, which has thirteen circles,

120,953 rubles.

Befides the advantages arifing from an uni-

form and fixed adminiftration of juftice, her

majefty perhaps thought, and in this opinion fhc

had the concurrence of many well-meaning per-

fons, that by means of thefe inftitutions, parti-

cularly in the interior provinces, by the example

of civil-officers with rich falaries, by the erection

of a public theatre, and other incitements to

emulation in drefs and appearance, to introduce

a greater refinement of manners, and more

attention to the elegances -of life ; but others

have
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have fince thought they perceived a luxury

heretofore unknown, daily gaining ground, to

the detriment of the morals of that frugal

people.

The principal matter in this new divifion of

the empire was, the complete alteration of the

eld internal constitution. In this refpect it was

the greateft and moft comprehenfive reform

that Ruffia had ever feen (evsn not excepting

the reformations of Peter the great) ; an excel-

lent means to the promotion of national pro-

fperity, and a noble machine in the hands of

an attentive government. Every city, every

town, may be confidered as a fmall community,

which cities and towns, by divifions into circles,

are confolidated into one larger community,

from whence the feveral viceroyalties grow. In

each of thefe latter, the two fovereign per-

fons of the government (of whom the fecond,

the governor, is properly a vice-general-gover-

nor,) with all their power, have yet only to do

with the peculiar affairs of the government of

their own territory ; the courts of juftice therein

are entirely independent on them, and their

ultimate refort is to the tribunal of appeals be-

longing to the viceroyalty. The regulation of

the claming concerns of the feveral colleges of

iuftice, and the reft of the inftitute, very little

refembling
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refembling any thing of the kind in Europe* is

truly admirable.

All is fimple, uniform, and for the moft pivrt

novel. It is not without foundati: n that philo-

fophical politicians have maintained, that fuGh a

fimplification was favourable to defpotifm : but

in an empire whofe constitution was already an

unlimited ruler, it was in the higheft degree

proper; efpecially on account of its fo prodi-

gious a com pals, which otherwife wouiJ be

neither eafily fufceptible of infpection, nor of

being vigoroufly actuated throughout. What-

ever was not fuitable to this fyftem, was either

abolimed or new-moulded; whatever, in par-

ticular-provinces, militated againit the new form

of government, was removed. The countries

bordering on the Baltic, formerly conquered

from the Swedes, as well as the tribes of Tar-

tars on the cataracts <of the Dniepr, were de-

prived of their old conftitutions, though fo

folemnly fecured to them by treaties of peace

and acls of fubmiffion. The firft (hock could

not pafs over without violent commotions; but

now the moft extenfive empire on the earth,

\vith all its territories and countries, was phyfi-

cally and geographically cemented together, in

regard to its internal policy, truly into one body

politic.

The
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The reform of the fenate, at the commence-

ment of this reign, had, in a manner, prepared

the way to this new creation , and the new ad-

miniftration of law, which was introduced in

1780, flood again in the clofeft connection with

that constitution of government. In all the pro-

vinces, the forms of judicature hitherto in ufe

were changed -, they received uniformly courts

of juftice in regular and adequate gradations, in

various modes, from whence the laft appeal was

to the directing fenate.

Two institutes in every government circle

deferve particular mention : the college of ge-

neral provifion, which took cognifance of all

affairs relative to fchools, orphan-houfes, infir-

maries, and alms-houfes, mad-houfes, work-

houfes, and places of correction -, and the court

of confcience, which pronounced according to

equity, in cafes where no judicial proof was to

be had ; and before which the mofl infignificant

perfon in the empire? could cite the general go-

vernor himfelf, whenever he thought he had a

claim upon him. JL

All the colleges that hav
:

e been here and before

mentioned, had their peculiar members, and

thefe their ftated rank ; for even in this matter

an exact gradation prevailed, which certainly

contri-



EMPRESS CATHARINE II. 29

contributed to the maintenance of order through-

out the whole monarchy.

Before fhe promulgated this regulation, Ca-

tharine repaired to the fenate, in all the flate

of imperial majefty, where fhe caufed it to be

read and enregiftered in her prefence. She had

already caufed to be enregiftered an ukaufe,

worthy of attaching to her the gratitude of a

great number of her fubjects. The inhabitants

of the diftant provinces had been, till that time,

obliged to travel up to Peterfburg or to Mofco

to have their caufes tried. Catharine refolved

to fave them thefe long and expenfive journies

:

me therefore declared that thenceforward all

fuits fhould be adjudged by the tribunals of the

provinces; referving, however, to the parties

the right of appealing from the judgment of

thefe tribunals to one or the other fenate, and

even to the council of the emprefs, but alfo

making it known that, if the former judgment

was confirmed, the appellant mould pay a fine.

Another ukaufe chffufed joy and gladnefs

among the inhabitants of Siberia. , The rebel-

lion of Pugatfheff had long put a flop to their

commerce, and the fcarcity of money ftili

greatly impeded its operations. By applying a

remedy to this latter inconvenience, the emprefs

caufed
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caufed the former to be forgotten. A bank

was eftablifhed at Tobolfk, and committed to

the care of Gotoftzoff, who had already given

proofs of his fkill in the direction of the bank

of Petersburg. The commerce of Siberia pre-

fently regained its former activity.

The general commerce of the empire attracted

the efpecial attention of- Catharine. She encou-

raged it to the utmoft of her power -, juftly

confidering it as the principal fource of her

greatnefs.

About the fame time, ten vefTels laden with

wine, having on board fome chriflian emigrants

from the Morea. appeared at the Dardanelles,

to pafs from the Archipelago to the Euxine, in

order to proceed to the ruffian territories, on the

borders of the fea of Azoff. The commandant

of the Dardanelles fent an officer to fearch them ;

and, upon the captain's refufingto confcnt to it,

he obliged them to anchor under the forts, and

fubmit to be vifited. Colonel Peterfen, charge

des affaires from Ruffia, being informed of this

violence, demanded immediate futisfaction, as a

violation of the nth article of the treaty of

peace j and the Porte difpatched a firman, by

which the commandant was ordered to let thofe

vellels pafs freely.

No
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No material change took place in the cir-

cumftances of Poland fince the conclufion of

the war between its great neighbours. The
court of Peterfburg directed ail the affairs of that

country with as unbounded a fway, as it regu-

lates thofe of its domeftic provinces. It is true

that the nobility there were ftill as turbulent, and

the factions as violent as ever -, but, fortunately

for themfelves and the people, the power which

overawed and controuled them, was of fo fupe-

rior a ftrength and magnitude, as effectually to

reftrain them from thofe defperate efforts which.

had of late fo repeatedly heaped ruin upon

themfelves and the republic. Under the order

preferved by that ftrong grafp, the country was

now beginning to recover from the effects of

thofe dreadful calamities which it had ic Ions:

endured ; and its extenfive plains once more to

fmile under the hand of cultivation.

The moderation and influence of the court of

Peterfburg, had alfo produced a very happy effect

upon the conduct of the other great partitioning

powers : they both having defilled from feveral

of their late claims, and relaxed greatly from

that rigour and violence with which they had

treated the republic.

The diffidents alfo were at length remem-

bered by the court of Ruffo ; and their privi-

leges
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leges were now afcertained and fecured. They

were particularly fecured in the public profef-

fion and exercife of their religion, and were

allowed churches and fchools, even at War-

faw j but were reftrained from the ufe of bells

in the former. Some other regulations took

place in their favour; particularly a right of

appeal, in all cafes of grievance, to a tribunal,

in which a certain number of their own com-

munion were to be admitted as afTeffors. They

were, however, ftill debarred from fitting in

the fenate, and from occupying any offices in

the departments of admini ft ration.

It was with a view to excite emulation, and

confer a fort of dignity on fuch of her fubjects

as mould addict themfelves to commerce, that

Catharine publifhed the edict * mentioned above,

freeing them from the capitation and the ob-

ligation in which they had hitherto been, of

drawing lots for fupplying recruits to the army

and navy ; and by permitting, at the 'fame time,

all free boors to enroll themfelves in one of the

mercantile claffes f, on condition of paying

annually

* It is called in Ruflia the edict, or the ukaufe of grace.

f The ruffian traders, or merchants, aie divided into

three claffes. The firll is compofed of thofe who poffefs,

or are rated as poffefiing, a capital of 100,000 rubles : the

3 fecond,
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annually to the crown one per cent, on the capi- •

tal which *hey fhould employ in their traffic.

In the fame defign of improving and extend-

ing the commerce of her empire, it was, that

the emprefs renewed her treaty with England*

She was alfo the declared patronefs of induftry

and agriculture. New manufactories were every

where eftablifhed, by her own direction and

encouragement : lhe employed workmen to1 re-

build the villages, and to repair the devaftation

which the rebellion of PugatfhefF had occa-

fioned to the colonies on the fhores of the

Volga. But, unfortunately, the men to whom
the emprefs committed the exercife of her

power, but rarely fulfilled her views. Entrufted

with authority for the purpofe of rendering her

government amiable to numerous tribes of

people, they feemed ftudioufly to bring an

odium upon it*

Great pains were ufed, and no expence or

encouragement fpared, to induce foreigners to

people thofe vail defarts which overfpread a

great part of the empire j and which, in many

fecond, of thofe who have 50,000 rubles ; and the third,

of thofe who have only 100 rubles.—They pay to the

government according to the clafs in which they are

inferibed ; and it is eafy to imagine that vanity often gets

the better of truth, and even of avarice.

vol. in. d places,
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places, require only cultivation, to produce, irt

the greateft abundance, every thing neceifary to

the fubfiftence and comfort of mankind. Thefe

meansjoined with the inducement ofan unbound-

ed toleration in religious matters, had fucceeded

fo happily, that twelve new colonies, comprehend-

ing upwards of 6000 families, were already efta-

blimed on the borders of the Volga. In order to,

facilitate the commerce and communication with

China, and to prevent the great expences attend-

ing caravans, no lefs endeavours were ufed to

form a cultivated tract along the courfe of the

road through thofe wide and void regions which

feparate the two empires. Towns and villages

were founded at proper diftances for this pur-

pofe ; and, as a rampart at the head of the line,

feveral colonies of poliih farmers had been efla-

blifhed during the war, in the country imme*

diately adjoining to the confines of China. As

thefe poor emigrants, who had efcaped the

double horrors of war and oppreiTion in their

own country, were liberally provided with flock

and all necefiaries, and began to tafte the fweets

of fecurity in perfon and property ; the new

fettlements flourished accordingly, until the ra-

pacity of the governors, encouraged by the

fuppofed impunity which their diflance from

the feat of government, and the means they

poiTefled
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poflefTed of fuppreffing information and com-

plaint would afford, changed the pleafing pro-

fpect, and had nearly accomplifhed their ruin.

Some of the new colonies «had been laid wafte by

the depredations of the rebels, and all together

were declining by the mal-adminiftration, and

the rapacity of the ruffian agents. The ioo;ooo

colonifls, which Catharine had at feveral times

brought into her country *, and the greater part

of whom were Germans, were reduced, ten

years afterwards, to lefs than 29,000 j-, dif-

perfed and languishing in the parts about Sara-

toff, Kief, and Tzaritzin.

While Catharine was yet at Mofco, me
learned that fome officers had jufl been follow-

ing the example of lieutenant-colonel Kifchen-

lkoi' J, whofe unworthy conduct has been

already mentioned. Their vexations forced a

horde of Bafhkirs to revolt. Thefe Tartars

not only refufed to pay the cuftomary tri-

bute, but they maffacred the ruffian officers^

as well as the popes, that were fent to them

;

and placed in the portable chapels or fhrines of

* In 1764 and 1765.

f 28,293 perfons of both fexes, forming 7185 families.

J The fame whofe covetoufnefs and rapacity forced fo
many thoufands of Kalmuks to abandon Ruffia, and betake
themfelves to the mountains of Thibet.

d 1 thefe
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thefe popes, the images of the Dalai-Tama, pre-

ferring their old idolatry to a religion the fol-

lowers whereof were to them only greedy

oppreifors. The emprefs opened a treaty

with them. Officers lefs rapacious than the

former were now fent to them, and the whole

horde returned peaceably under the ruffian

authority.

Her majefly, at the follicitation of the in-

habitants of the newly acquired provinces of

White-Ruffia, to have their taxes put upon the

fame footing on v/hieh they were before it came

under her fceptre, inftead of barely granting

them their requeft, reduced their taxes ftill

lower, by taking off one half of what they were

then rated at.

Moreover, to encourage trade in the Euxine?

lately opened to her by the treaty with the

Porte, where it would not meet with thofe im-

pediments which nature has placed in the Baltic,,

where the climate 15 a check to trade for the

greater part of the year, and the dangerous

coafts of the Cattegatte and the gulf of Finland

caufe numberlefs Ihipwrecks during the re-

mainder -, Catharine allowed the ufe of mips-

freight-free to Goufetnikoff, a ruffian merchant,

who had raifed a capital for that undertaking*

and alfo promifed to make good all his loffes,

m 15 leaving,



EMPRESS CATHARINE II. 37

leaving, at the fame time, the whole profits

which might accrue from fuch trade entirely to

himfelf.

In the mean time Ruffia flill continued to

move in that fuperior fphere of conduct, which

had for fome years excited the admiration of the

world. Great and fplendid actions, adorned by

a noble magnificence, and a munificence only

fuited to the refources of fo yaft an empire,

threw a luftre all around which dazzled the eyes

of the beholders, and afforded a permanency to

the government of Catharine which was little

to have been expected, either from the difpo-

fition of the people, the uncertain tenure of

arbitrary power, or the many inaufpicious cir-

cumftances which attended its commencement,,

Individuals felt themfelyes partakers in the

exalted ftate of the whole, and that fenfe feemed

to influence their conduct. A captain of a ruf-

fian fhip, forgetting all fober maxims of pru-

dence, with a noble generality, at the hazard

of his life and property, and encountering what

is ftill more dreadful than either, the danger of

Havery, boldlywent and cut a rich chriftian prize

out of a fortified piratical harbour in Barbary,

fcorning all benefit to himfelf or his brave crew,

other than the glory of the act, with the plea-

d 3 fcrf
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fure of reftoring liberty to the captives, and their

property to the pillaged.

The attention which had of late, more than

ever, been paid to the increafe and improve-

ment of the ruffian naval force, fufficicntiy fpoke

the intendons of the government, even if other

evidence were wanting, to advance Ipeedily into

the firft clafs of commercial and maritime

power. • But, of all the vaft projects which have

engaged the attention of the rulers of that em-

pire, from Peter the great, downward, none

equalled in magnitude that which not only

occupied the contemplation of Catharine, but

was already in fome degree undertaken *. This

was no lefs than the union of the remote and

inland Cafpian with the far-diftant and bound-

lefs frozen ocean. However extraordinary this

fcheme may appear, and however difficult it

might prove in the execution, yet, by means of

canals, with the junction of feveral navigable

rivers, it might perhaps be found not impracti-

cable. If at any time this plan mould fuccted, it

will undoubtedly exhibit the greatefr. monument

of human induftry, and the mod extraordinary

inland navigation, that has ever been known.

* At leaft fo it was faid to be. See Ann. Reg, of the

year of which we are fpeaking.

While
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While Catharine was employed in calming

the rebellious Tartars of the eaflern part of her

dominions, me ufed her efforts to induce thofe

of the leffer Tartary to fubmit to her tbve-

reignty. The conquefts of prince Dolgorouky

had difpofed a great number of the inhabitants

of the Krimea to favour the Ruffians. The

new khan Doulet-Gueray continued devoted to

the Ottomans: a part of his people refufed to

obey him. Peace had been for fome time con-

cluded between the Turks and the Ruffians

;

but the Tartars continued frill fighting. The

Ruffians flrewed prefents and diffentions among

them. They fecretly ftirred them up to rebel-

lion ; and fometimes even fupported them with

arms in their hands. All at once they appeared

in the Krimea in considerable force j and by

pretending to attempt to take Doulet-Gueray by

furprife, they took care to give him an oppor-

tunity to efcape. Doulet-Gueray did not let it

flip ; but this khan had fcarcely quitted his

country, when the Ruffians caufed Sahim-

Gueray to be elected in his Head.

1776. Soon after this, the Ruffians con-

ducted a fortrefs between Kertfch and Yeni-

kaly, together with a fpacious town for the

accommodation of the chriftians of the Krimea

who had come over to them for protection.

. p 4 The



40 LIFE OF THE

The Turks, difiatisfied with the revolution of

the Krimea and the ufurpations of the Ruffians,

threatened to have recourfe to arms. The im-

prudent and feeble Sahim-Gueray, by the ad-

vice of a ruffian agent who refided with him,

fent to Peterfburg a deputation of fix myrzas *.

This homage was fo flattering to the ambition

of Catharine, that it could not but be wel|

received : fhe feemed to behold in thefe myrzas

new fubjects come to take their oath of alle-

giance. She treated them with friendlinefs

;

and previous to their prefentation for audience,

they were habited in magnificent caftans f . They

intreated her to vouchfafe her protection to their

khan: a fatal protection, which that unhappy

prince afterwards too dearly paid for.

Marfhal RomantzofF had already received

orders to collect an army on the banks of the

Boryfthenes J. Every thing feemed to indicate

an approaching rupture between Ruffia and the

Porte : but prince Repnin, being fent ambaf-

fador extraordinary from the emprefs to Con-

ftantinople, fucceeded in calming, for fome

time, the refentment of the divan. This was

Jill that Catharine wifhed for. She only defircd

* Tartarian nobles.

-f
Thefe caftans coll 4000 rubles each:

I The Dnieiler.

to
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to gain time for preparing to enter the lifts with

advantage; as the war was neceflary to her

fchemes of invafion.

Inceffantly pre-occupied with her grand de-

figns, Catharine feemed, neverthelefs, to be

thinking of nothing but pleaiures. Her time

was fo ably diftributed, that fhe always found

enough of it for bufinefs with her minifters, for

framing new laws, for writing, with her own

hand, the orders (he fent to her ambaffadors

and to her generals, for keeping up a regular

correfpondence with men of letters and artifbs^

for duly giving audience to her fubjects, for par-

taking in all the arnufements of her court, and

for gratifications arifing from more tender con-

nections. Conftant in her ambition, fhe was

fometimes faithlefs in attachments, and the

politics of the woman were not entirely aban-

doned for thofe of the monarch.

She had not long been returned to Peterfburg

ere Potemkin ceafed to be the object of her

fond affection. She heaped benefits upon him

in fuch profufion, that it looked as if fhe had

not honours and dignities enough to offer him

;

yet her heart was already decided in favour of

another. A young Ukrainian, named Zava-

doffsky, was honoured in private with the fmiles

of the emprefs. He was prefently appointed

her
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her fecretary ; and fhortly after, her majefty

openly called him her favourite. This change

gave occafion to a fcene that feemed of a very

extraordinary nature at the court of Catharine.

Whenever that princefs gave an order, it ap-

peared impofrible that it ihould not be executed :

however arduous the undertaking, fhe would

always be obeyed. Now, it is known, that the

diicarded favourite received orders to travel,

and that it was no longer allowable for him to

prefent himfelf before the emprefs till fhe Ihould

deign to recall him." The impetuous Orloff

himfelf had fubmitted to that cuftom. But Po-

temkin took the liberty to evade it : on receiv-

ing the fatal order he pretended to fet out; and

the very next day he came, in the utmoft com-

pofure, and placed himfelf facing the emprefs

juft as fhe was fitting down to her party at

wbifr. Without evincing the lead mark of dif-

pleafure at the prefumptuous difobedience of

Potcmkin, Catharine advanced a card to him

from the pack, told him that he always played

luckily, and fpoke no more of his departure.

Potemkin preferved all his pofts, hjs honours,

his influence, and from the lover became the

friend of the emprefs. Zavadoffsky had the

art of pleafing : but Potemkin had rendered

himfelf ufeful? and his genius, more analogous
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to the genius of Catharine than any other of her

favourites, uninterruptedly retained the afcend-

ant over her.

In the mean time, Orloff, who had been too

fuddenly informed of the difgrace of Potemkin,

haftened to Petersburg. Here he found his

rival ftill in the enjoyment, not of the affection,

but of the confidence of th? fovereign. Prince

Orloff thought himfelf able to refume that con-

fidence, while a youthful lover, and a ftranger

to politics, poffeiled the heart of Catharine : but

he was foon undeceived. He made his appear-

ance at court, kiffed the hand of the emprefs,

and feeing Potemkin befide her, fet out imme-

diately for Mofco.

The courtiers who were moft habituated' to

pbferve the emprefs, could not divine which.

was the lover whom me preferred. They could

not imagine that Potemkin would furrender his

intereft in the affections of that princefs. They

neglected to confider, that love is filent^ in the

prefence of ambition.

Panin feemed more than ever funk in his

ufual indolence, which now begap to border

on perfect apathy. But the emprefs left him in

poffeflion of his ports ; both becaufe his long

fervices merited that indulgence, and becaufe he

made one of a very powerful party. This party-

was
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was defirous of feeing Paul Petrovitch lay claim

to a throne which by right was his 5 but the

prudent moderation of the prince and his re-

verence for his mother repulfed all ambitious

fchemes. Catharine, however, who fometimes

forgot what her fon would not, for thinking on

what he might do, was not entirely free from

inquietudes. She was miftruftful of all perfons

whom Ihe thought capable of inftilling bold ad-

vice into the mind of that prince ; and Ihe was

{till more apprehenfive of thofe who could arm

themfelves in his behalf.

Thefe apprehenfions had not efcaped the ob-

fervation of the king of Prufiia. From the

diftance of Brandenburg he fpied all that paffed

in the foul of Catharine ; and dexteroufly ap-

plied it to his advantage. Knowing that he

alone could effectually fupport the grand duke

in afTerting his rights ; whenever therefore he

wanted to lead the emprefs to his purpofes, he

never failed to teftify great concern about her fon.

The fufpicions of Catharine were alarmed; and,

for preferving the friendfhip of Frederic, ihe

eafily made facrifkes, whatever they might

coft.

The grand duke had a great friendfhip

for count Andrew Razumoffsky. He engaged

him in all his parties, and placed the greateft

confidence
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confidence in him. The emprefs, who knew

the bold and enterprifing fpirit of Razumoffsky,

was alarmed at this intimacy, and refolved to

break it j and for this the count himfelf foon

furnifhed her with an opportunity. Catharine

remarked fome figns of fecret intelligence pair-

ing between him and the grand duchefs *, and

made no fcruple to fuppofe that Razumoffsky

had prefumed to form fome rafh defigns upon

the princefs; of which fhe carefully apprized

the grand duke. That prince could not prevail

upon himfelf to imagine that the fufpicions of

his mother had any real foundation ; neverthe-

lefs, without withdrawing his kindnefs from

count Razumoffsky, he refolved to keep an eye

upon him ; and recommended it to his conforc

to be cautious and referved in her behaviour.

Whether, in fact, the grand duchefs had already

fome inclination for Razumoffsky, whether thefe

very furmifes and fuggeflions, and the reftraints

that were laid upon her in confequence of them,

might not give birth to this inclination, fhe kept

up a fecret correfpondence with him. She went

farther, it is faid: fhe formed the defign of

revenging herfelf on her who had brought her

virtue into fufpicion with her hufband i and ac-

* The grand duke's firfl confort.

cordingly
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cordingly entered into political intrigues, which

could not fail of difplcafing the emprcfc. Whe-

ther thefe reports were true or falfe, fhe had not

time to put them in execution. She died in

childbed. The lofs of her brought on Catha-

rine one criminal imputation more *.

As foon as it was known that the grand

duchefs had expired, the emprefs feemed at

once co be overwhelmed with grief ; fhe retired

to Tzarfko-felo, taking the grand duke with

her. The event had really thrown that prince

into the deepeft affli&ion. However, after his

forrow had fomewhat fubfided, he looked over

the papers of his deceafed confort, and among

them found letters from count Razumoffsky.

Thefe letters he immediately carried to his mo-

* What ferved to add credibility to the furmifes was, that

the midwife who attended the grand duchefs very foou

made a great fortune. She lived on a familiar footing with

the emprefs, and talked with prince Potemkin and count

Befborodko in the ftyle of thee and thou ; and who often

went to dine with her. Dr. Almann was the official accou-

cheur ; but, upon being afked by a friend afterwards why he

was not prefent at the delivery, he replied : " Becaufe, on

«« a previous vifit to her imperial highnefs, the emprefs faid

<-« to me, * Sir, if any thing difaftrous fliould happen, you

<« will anfwer it with your head.' Upon which," con-

tinued the doctor, " I made my obeiJTances, retired, and

" have never been at court lince."

then
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ther ; calling upon her for vengeance on the man -

who had thus dared to difobey her commands.

The emprefs, not willing that the affair mould

make a noife in the town ; and at the fame time

wifhing to fpare the fon'bf the hetman who had

formerly been fo inftrumental to her, yielded^

however to the refentment of the grand

duke. But, inftead of banifhing Razumoffsky

to Siberia, fhe banifhed him to Venice, with

the title of her envoy extraordinary. Razu-

moffsky had already been fent upon dif-

tinguifhed embaffiesj and, although he per-

ceived that this new miffion was only intended

as a mark of difapprobation, he made no hefi-

tation to accept it. Having (laid there fome

time, Catharine appointed him her minifter at

Naples *
: at which place he was when the

grand duke was on his travels in Italy ; and it

was noticed, that, on paffing through Naples,

the prince fent to count Razumoffsky j- to for-

bid him to appear in his prefence.

A few days antecedent to the death of

the grand duchefs, prince Henry of PruMia

arrived at St. Peterfburg. Frederic being

* Count Andrew Razumoffsky feemed formed for pleaf-

Jng princeffes ; for it is afferted, that the queen of Naples

granted him extraordinary favours.

f In the year 1781.

informed
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informed that, while the demarcations of Po-»

land were carrying on, the commiflioners of

the co-partitioning powers could neither agree

among themfelves nor with the Poles, had

requefted that his brother might go and con-

fer with the emprefs, in order to terminate the

differences attempted to be raifed between the

court of Ruflia and that of Berlin. Prince

Henry was ea^er to comply with that defire.

The fame honours were paid to prince Henry

as at the firffc time of his coming to Ruflia. He
entered the refidence at a late hour. It was on

Eafter-eve. The emprefs, always attentive to

flatter the fuperflitious propenfity of the multi-

tude, paffed the, greater part of the night in the

chapel, with all her court. Prince Henry-

could not fee her till the enfuing day. He dif-

courfed with her often in private on the ob-

itacles that had fprung up in Poland -

3 and he

found it not difficult to remove them. It was

in one of thefe conventions, that the emprefs

having ftarted fome • objections, prince Henry

fuddenly replied:—" Madam, I fee one fure

* c method of obviating all difficulty. It may

" perhaps be difpleafing to you on account of

(i Poniatoffsky : but you will neverthelefs do

" well to give it your approbation ; fince com-

•« penfations may be offered to that monarch,

« of
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tc of greater value to him, than the throne

<f which is continually tottering under him.

—

" The remainder of Poland mud be parti-

" tioned."

This idea pleafed the ambitious Catharine;

and the annihilation of Poland was decreed.

The grand duchefs having unfortunately died*,

without leaving an heir to inherit the empire,

the grand affair of fucceffion was a matter of too

much importance, to be governed or limited by

thofe forms which prevail in ordinary cafes of

a fimilar nature. Accordingly the obfequies of

Natalia Alexievna were fcarcely ended, when the

emprefs began to turn her thoughts to providing

a fecond confort for her fon. She told prince

Henry that fhe had cafr. her eyes on the princefs

of Wirtemburg Stutgard, his niece, and that (he

was defirous of feeing an union between her and

the grand duke.

The princefs of Wirtemburg was already be-

trothed to the hereditary prince of Heffe-Darm-

fladt : but prince Henry judging that the empire

of Ruflia mull be of infinitely more value to

her than the landgravate of HefTe, immediately

fet about difengaging her from her contract.

He difpatched a courier to the king of Pruffia,

* On the 26th of April,

vol. in. e inform-
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informing him of the intentions of the emprefs,

and afking his aflent. Frederic made no hefi-

tation. The union propofed by his brother was

too favourable to the fcheme of drawing clofer the

ties that fubfifted between Rufila and Pruflia, to

allow him to hefitate in endeavouring to bring it to

effect. He was acquainted with the paffion with

which the princefs of Wirtemburg had infpired

the prince of Heffe-Darmftadt ; but when poli-

tical concerns were in queftion, what was love

in the eyes of Frederic ? He fpoke himfelf to

the young prince, and profited fo ably of the

afcendant which he had over him, that the lover

conceived it a matter of duty and reputation to

make the facrifice of his paffion.

Having fecured the compliance of the prince

of Heffe-Darmftadt, Frederic informed prince

Henry of it, and by the fame conveyance wrote

to him, that the parents of the princefs of Wir-

temburg would by no means oppofe the eleva-

tion of their daughter. In thefe difpatches he

invited the grand duke to pay a vifit to Berlin,

as he was defirous, previous to the coming to

any conclufion, that the prince fhould fee the

new fpoufe that was defigned for him. He was

himfelf extremely happy in feizing this occafion

for making a perfonal acquaintance with the

grand duke.

Catharine,
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Catharine, fatisfied with thefe arrangements,

fet about making confiderable preparations, in

order that her fon might accompany prince

Henry on his return. She allotted 40,000

rubles for the journey of the princefs of Wir-

temburg. She called to Peterfburg marfhal

Romantzoff, who refided in his government of

the Ukraine, and charged him to attend the

grand duke to Berlin.

—

cc It is only," faid me,
<c to the friendlhip of prince Henry, and to the

" moft illuftrious fupporter of my throne, that

" I can confent to truft my fon."

It was towards the clofe of fummer, when the

grand duke fet out the firft from Tzarfko-felo *;

the next day prince Henry took leave of the

emprefs. Whatever were her majefty's fenti-

ments, (he feemed much affected at the depar-

ture of both the one and the other. Scarcely

had the travellers joined one another at Riga,

before they received feveral letters from hen

The following is that which me wrote with her

own hand to prince Henry.

" I take the liberty of tranfmitting to your

" royal highnefs, the four letters of which I

* Marfhal Romantzoff, count Nicholas SokikofF, prince

Itourakin, and the boyar Narilhkin accompanied him oft

bis journey.

e 2 " fpoke
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" fpoke to you, and which you promifed to

" take care of. The firft is for the king your

" brother, and the others for the princes and

" princefTesof Wirtemburg. I venture to pray

" you, that if my fon mould beftow his heart

" on the princefs Sophia, as I have no doubt

" but he will, to deliver the three latter ac-

ft cording to their directions, and to fupport

ct the contents of them with that perfuafive

ce eloquence with which God has endowed

" you.

i( The convincing and reiterated proofs

" which you have given me of your friend fhip,.

{{ the high elteem which I have conceived for

" your virtues, and the extent of the confi-

" dence which you have taught me to repofe

" in you, leave me no doubt on the fuccefs

" of a bufinefs which I have fo much at

" heart. Was it poffible for me to place it in

" better hands ?

<c Your royal highnefs is aiTuredly an unique

S{ in the art of negotiation : pardon me that

" expreffion of my friendfhip. But' I think

" there has never been an example of an affair

" of this nature tranfacted as this is. Accord-

'5 ingly it is the production of the mod intimate

* friendfnip and confidence-

« Xhat
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<f That princefs will be the pledge of it. I

*c lhall not be able to fee her without recolledt-

*c ing in what manner this bufinefs was be-

" gun, continued, and terminated,- between the

<c royal houfe of Pruffia and that of Ruffia.

" May it perpetuate the connections which

" unite us I

" I conclude by very tenderly thanking your

" royal highnefs for all the cares and all the

<c troubles you have given yourfelfj and I be-

<c fetch you to be affured that my gratitude, my
<{ friendfhip, my efteem, and the high confi-

" deration which I have for you, will terminate

* c only with my life.

" Catharine."
** Tzarfko-feio, June 11, 1776."

After having made a halt of 24 hours at

Riga, and feen the manoeuvres of feveral regi-

ments encamped at fome diftance from the

town, the two princes proceeded to Mittau,

where they were received by the duke of Cour-

land *. This duke was the fon of the famous

Biren, who had juft finimed, in tranquillity, his

long and ftormy courfe. The grand duke

received at Berlin the honours due to the heir

* The duke Charles,

E 3 ' of
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of the imperial throne of Ruffia *. Prince

Henry prefented him to the king ; who came

out to meet them at the entrance of his

apartment. The grand duke accofted him by

faying

:

* The 2 ill of July, the grand duke made his public

entry into Berlin, accompanied by prince Henry of Piuflia ;

in the following order: Firft appeared 24poflilions, found-

ing their horns, commanded by fix fecretaries of the poft,

all in complete uniform ; after thefe came the company of

butchers, then that of archers ; after them a confiderable

body of merchants, jdiftinguifhed by the elegance of their

uniform : after thefe companies followed three fuperb ftate

coaches, in which were, lieutenant-general Lentulus vou

Buddenbrock ; count Werthern, miniiter of ftate ; major-

generals Sobeck and Prittwitz, with fome other gentlemen.

A detachment of life-guards, followed by a running-foot-

man, immediately preceded one of the king's coaches,

with eight horfes, in which were the grand duke and prince

Henry. This was one of the moil fuperb carriages ever

fcen ; and was followed by three others, in which were,

general fceld.-marfhal count Romantzoff Zadunaifki, general

count SolcikofF, aud the chamberlain and gentlemen of his

imperial highnefs. The proceffion was clofed by ioo men

of infantry, being the guard of honour. The magiftracy

of the city received the princes under a triumphal arch,

where upwards of 70 young maidens, drefled like nymphs

and fhepherdeffes, prefented the grand duke with verfes,

and a garland of flowers. The cannon fired, and the

trumpets and other mufic founded from the beginning till

the grand duke entered the palace.

" Sir,
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" Sir, the motives which bring me from the

" extremities of the north to thefe happy domir

" nions, are the defire of alluring your majefly of

" the friendlhip and alliance to fubfift henceforth

cf for ever between Ruffia and Pruffia ; and the

" eagernefs to fee a princefs deftined to afcend

cc the throne of the ruffian empire; who, by

" my receiving her at your hands, I dare to

" promife you, will be the more dear to myfelf
fC and to the nation over which fhe is to reign

;

" and chiefly to fee that boon granted me for

" which I have been ardently wifhing fo long e

" the fatisfaction of contemplating the greateft

" of heroes, the admiration of our age, and the

ec aftonifhment of pofterity."

Frederic was in hafte to reply :-—cc
I am not

<* deferving of fo much praife, my prince. In

" me you have before you only a poor grey-

<c headed valetudinarian. But be allured that

{< 1 think myfelf extremely happy in receiving

<f within thefe walls the worthy heir of a power-
<f ful empire, the only fon of my belt friend,

" the great Catharine*."

* Motwithftanding this language, Frederic had written

and caufed to be circulated in Berlin, an anonymous letter,

in which he fpoke of the foibles of the grande Catharine

with fo circumftantial an accuracy, that it had very much

the air of a fatirc.

E 4 The
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The pruflian monarch then turned towards

marfhal RomanrzofF, and added :
" Conqueror

" of the Ottomans, you are welcome here !

«f I find a great refemblance between you and

" my general Winterfeldt*."

" Sir," returned the marfhal, fC I fhould be

" flattered by refembling, even imperfectly, a

<c general who has fo glorioufly diftinguifhed

" himfelf in the fervice of Frederic."

" Oh," replied the king, " you have far

" greater reafon to be proud of the victories

" which will hand down your name to the lateft

<c poflerity j-."

* General Winterfeldt was much beloved by the king

of Pruffia. It was he who faved the army which the here-

ditary prince, father of the late king Frederic William II.

commanded in Lufatia, when he quarrelled with his bro-

ther.

j Frederic had a great efteem for the brave RomantzofF.

The compliments he addrefTed to him, remind us of what

he faid fome years before to field-marfhal Razumoffsky,

formerly favourite of the emprefs Elizabeth.—Razumoff-

'iky was prefent at a review held before Frederic at Potf-

dam. That prince aiked him how he liked the evolu-

tions ? - Razumoffsky, fomewhat embarraffed, made an-

fvver : " Sir, I am only a civil general."—" Oh !" replied

Frederic, " we know nothing of that here."

After
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After a ccnverfation, which lafted about half

an hour, with Frederic, the grand duke went

to the queen, in whofe apartments many per-

fons of the court were afifembled. Here he

faw the princefs of Wirtemburg. Prince

Henry, in the name of the emprefs of Ruffia,

made the demand of the princefs in marriage

for the grand duke ; and the ceremony of the

contract took place the fame day. After this

there was an extraordinary court, at which

were prefent all the foreign minifters, and every

perfon of diftinction. The whole company

flipped with the queen, in great magnificence j

and the next day dined with her majefty.

Feafts and entertainments fucceeded without

interruption, at Charlottenburg, at Potfdam,

and at Sans-Souci. But that which muft have

moft delighted marfhal Romantzoff, was the

view of the exercifes of the garrifon of Potf-

dam. Frederic made his troops perform their

manoeuvres by fquare battalions, in imitation

of the bloody battle of Kayal, where the

Ruffians gained a complete victory over the

Ottomans.

Prince Henry then accompanied the grand

duke to Rheinfburg, where he gave him a

feftivity that lafted four days, and in which he

difplayed
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difplayed no lefs tafte than fumptuoufnefi; and

magnificence *.

On the 3d of Augufl, after quitting Rheinf-

burg, the grand duke took leave of the royal

family ; when the king made him the following

prefents: a defTert fervice, and a coffee fervice,

with ten vafes of china, of the manufacture of

Berlin ; a ring with the king's portrait, fur-

mounted with a diamond valued at 30,000

crowns; a fet of pruffian horfesj and four pieces

of rich tape flry.

Paul Petrovitch returned to Peterfburgj and

it was not long before the princefs of Wirtem-

burg was there likewife. She embraced the

greek religion, with the ufual formalities f, .

adopting the name of Maria Feodorovna, and

was married to the grand duke J. Twenty

year$

* At the departure of prince Henry, the emprefs gave

him very magnificent prefents ; as well as to all the perfons

of his fuite.

f The ceremony was performed by his eminence Gabriel,

metropolite archbifhop of St. Peterfburg and Novgorod.

£ Of this marriage are born, three princes and five

princeffes

:

1. Alexander Pavlovitch, born December 12, 1777. Mar-

ried to Elizaveta Alexievna, born January 13, 1779.

2. Cpnftantine Pavlovitch, born April 27, 1779. Mar-

ried Anna Feodorovna, born September 12, 1781.

3. Nikolai
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years after their nuptials, this imperial couple

afcended together the throne of Ruflia *.

Catharine, having given a fecond confort to

her fon, extended the boundaries of her vail

empire, and extinguifhed the flames of rebel-

lion in the remoter provinces, might now rea-

fonably be expected to repofe in the tranquil

enjoyment of her power. - But repofe was not

made for her afpiring fouls fedate and quiet

pleafures could never fatisfy her reftlefs genius.

She was ever on the purfuit of farther glory,

or, perhaps, as fome will have it, of that cele-

brity which is not always real fame; and there

was nothing which fhe would not have facri-

ficed to that ardent defire. When her armies

had ceafed to gain victories beyond her fron-

tiers, fame muft prepare for her other triumphs.

All Europe refounded with the brilliant acts

of her munificence; with the encouragements

(he afforded to the arts and fciences, the prizes

3. Nikolai Pavlovitch, born June 25, 1796.

4. Alexandra Pavlovna, born July 29, 1783.

5. Elena Pavlovna, born December 13, 1784.

6. Maria Pavlovna, born February 4, 1786.

7. Ekatarina Pavlovna, born May 10, iftfS.

- 8. Anna Pavlovna, born January 7, 1795.

* On the death of Catharine II, which happened No-
vember 17, 1796.

which
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which Ihe affigned to talents, the bounties

which fhe fhowered upon foreigners, and the

numerous inftitutions which (he created for

augmenting the induftry and the riches of her

people. The juft encomiums beftowed on her

by thofe who had been benefited by her libe-

rality, were re-echoed in the gazettes of every

nation.

Since the regeneration which Peter the great

began with his people, national cultivation had

occafionally been a- matter of public concern.

To that great prince the academical gymnafium

and the marine cadet corps owe their origin.

Among his fucceflbrs the empreffes Anne and

Elizabeth diftinguifhed themfelves by the pro-

fecution of thefe important plans. During the

reign of the former were laid the foundations of

the greatefl feminary of education in the ruffian

empire, the land-cadet corps j and Elizabeth

gave birth to the academy of arts, while ihe

enlarged the inititution of that of the marine,

which had been founded by Peter.

But refplendent as thefe beneficial works

appear in the annals of the age, yet are they

eclipfed by the later provifions, if we purfue the

hiftory of ruffian civilization and improvement

through the times of Catharine II. This mo-

narch, immortal in the chronicles of the world

by
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by numberlefs adts of her life, but peculiarly

memorable in the minds of philanthropifts and

philofophers, by legiflation and the erection of

fchools, completed the plan of her great prede-

ceffor for the illumination and improvement of

the nation, upon fuch principles and to fuch an

extent, as he himfelf, with his prodigious mind*

could never have imagined poffible in a period fa

near to his own. Guided by her hand, the mafs

of ufeful knowledge which had before been

confined to the city of Peterfburg, and kept

more for oftentation than for public benefit,,

was diftributed in thoufands of fmaller channels*

diffufmg itfelf over all the country* every where

enriching the foil, and rendering it fufceptiblc

of a higher cultivation*

The public inftitutions for national improve-

ments, now flourifhing, owe their origin, for the

greater part, but all of them without exception

their enlargement and amelioration, to the late

emprefs Ekatarina Alexievna. For a more

regular furvey of thefe important objects, it-

may not be amifs- to reduce them to a certain

order, according to their principal aims ; and

this will belt be done by diftributing them into-

fix clafTes.

The firft comprifes five inftitutions, chiefly

devoted to military education * and of thefe the

land-
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land-cndet corps, on account of its morff

general purpofe, and its magnitude and import-

ance, is the firft in rank. For this reafon, and

becaufc the method prac~tifed in this inftitution is

the ground-work of that followed in all the other

military education corps, it 'will be necefiary to

be a little circumftantial in the account of it.

To begin then with the locality of this

remarkable eftablifhment. The circuit of its

premifes, which amounts to the fpace of two

verfts and an half, is partly occupied by the

•neceflary buildings, and partly converted into a

large garden, with fpacious grounds for bodily

recreation. The main body of the edifice was

formerly the palace of prince MentlhikorF,

in which it was firft inftituted, confifting of

only two dories above the bafement, and,

with the continuation of the building by the

emprefs, forms a line of %b6 fathoms. Both

the outward and inward conftruction are, fuit-

ably to its defign, extremely fnnple -, all is

adapted to convenience, and nothing made for

fhew. It contains, befides the neceflary lodging-

rooms, dormitories, -fchool-rooms, and apart-

ments for the fick, three fpacious halls for

recreation, fufficiently well fitted up for the

place. In the part which was the palace are

•faloons more ornamented, for balls and affem-

blies*
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blies. This and the reft of the building contain,

befides, the chancery, a manege, a letter-foun-

dery, and a printing-office, a cabinet of natural

hiftory, a library, a theatre for dramatical

representations, a ruffian church, and a lutheran

and a roman catholic chapel.—So much for the

topography of this large and capacious inftitution,

which in many refpects is the only one of its

kind : and now a few lineaments for charac-

terizing the organization of it.

-The land- cadet corps, at leaft according to

its main intent, is a military fchool : the fyftem

of education, and of courfe the conduct and

management of it, are military. The direction

of the whole inftitution was, on its renewed

eftablimment in 1766, committed to a general

director, to whom was given a council of admi-

niftration, confiding of four perfons named by

the emprefs. The council, however,, no longer

fubfifts ; for, on the appointment of count

Anhalt to the poft of chief infpector without any

limitation, it naturally became extinct. In the

general management of the whole the lieutenant-

colonel of the corps is his affiftant; all the other

perfons of the eftablimment have their peculiar

functions in due fubordination.

About every third year the corps admits 1 20
boys, from five to fix years old. Among the

requifites
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requifites for admiffion are, that the father be

noble, that is, have the rank of a ftaff-officer in

the civil or military fcrvice, and that the child

be perfectly healthy, and therefore he is fubmitted

to the examination of the phyfician. Applica-

tions for admittance in behalf of children whofe

fathers are poor, or have loft their lives in

fighting for their country, or are fent hither

from very remote provinces, are to be preferred*

Such as are once received cannot, under any

pretence whatever, be taken away, but mud
continue in the inftitute till they have completed

their education. Befides thefe 120 boys, five

others are admitted on the fame conditions, on

exhibitions founded by the privy-counfellor

Betzkoi; and in the year 1772 the emprefs

depofited the fum of 100,000 rubles, devoting

the interefl of it to the purpofe of extending

every reception to fifteen or more boys, whofe

fathers were not of the rank of a ftaff- officer.

The number admitted at each reception is,

therefore, 140 and upwards, and that of all the

cadets exceeds 700.

On their reception the cadets enter the firft

age or clafs, wear a brown failor's drefs, with a

blue fafh, and are put under the care of women;

to which end a direclrefs, with ten gouvernantes,

and feveral nurfes, are appointed. After three

years
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years they are advanced into the fecond age,

where they are put into a drefs like the former,

but of blue colour, and are committed to the

care of eight governors headed by an infpector.

The attendants here are much fewer than in the

firft age. After a like period of three years,

the pupils pafs on to the third age, which wears

a grey drefs, and the care of which is in the

hands of field-officers. When the cadets have

here likewife pafifed three years, which is alfo the

ftated period with the following ages, they enter

the fourth, or firft military age,jn which they

change their former drefs for a fimple and proper

uniform. In this and the fifth age they are under

the care of the officers of the corps, who have

one degree of precedence in rank above the

marching regiments. The ftaff confifts, befides

the lieutenant- colonel, of two majors, fix cap-

tains, twelve lieutenants, and fix enfigns.—The
other officers of the eftablifhment are, a police*

mafter, a matter of the horfe, (at prefent) 65
teachers, of whom fome have the tide of pro-

ferTors, feveral matters for drawing, fencing, and

dancing, a phyfician, a ftaff-furgeon, and two

afliftants, an apothecary, an upper and two

inferior flewards j and, befides the officers of the

chancery and all the people belonging to the

vol. n r. f interior
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interior ceconomy of the corps, a greek, a

lutheran, and a roman-catholic clergyman.

The general end of the eftablifhment naturally

branches out into the following fubordinate aims:

phyfical, moral, fcientific, and military edu-

cation. The importance of an inflitution in

which a great and mighty empire driving after

improvement endeavours to attain an object of

ib much confequence to the welfare of the whole,

by fuch a number of young citizens from the

foremofl claffes of the nation, is too remarkable

an object of invefligation for admitting a fuppo-

fition, that an impartial account of it here can

be thought out of place.

If fome particular parts of this grand found-

ation may here and there be juftly liable to

cenfure, (and what human inflitution is not ?)

yet it can lead of all be caft on the phyfical

education. The fyflem of it is calculated for

hardening the conflitution, but without degene-

rating into barbarity, or endangering the life of

the young pupils by pedagogical experiments.

The great fundamental maxim of phyfical edu-

cation in great institutions, cleanlinefs, is here

carried to a higher degree than ufual in fuch

places. The clothing is fufficient and conve-

nient; but even in the greateft feverity of the

winter.
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winter, neither pelice or cloak is allowed. The

food of the cadets is fimple and well prepared ;

at noon they have butcher's meat, in the evening

only boiled fruits, vegetables, and the like.

Their breakfaft is a roll, their afternoon lun-

cheon a flice of black bread, and their drink

water. To each age a fpacious dormitory is

appropriated, which in winter is but very little

heated, and every cadet has his own neat bed.

The ordering of the day, in regard to bodily

education, is this : In the morning every body

is up at five ; the time till feven is devoted to

cleanlinefs, breakfaft, &c. From ftwen. to

eleven, they are employed at their leflbns in the

fchool, in which period, however, a fliort paufe

intervenes, in which they may leave the fchool-

room. The laft hour of the forenoon is deflined

to bodily exercifes. About twelve, dinner is

ferved j till two is play-time. From two till

fix are hours of inftru&ion j then again a paufe

for recreation. About feven o'clock the bell

rings to fupper : the reft of the day is devotee!

to preparation for the morning, repetitions, &c.

By the time the clock has ftruck nine, all are

in bed.—The fpace from one day to the other is

therefore divided into three equal parts ; eight

hours fleep, eight hours fedentary employment,

and eight hours exercife and recreation j a pro-

f 2 portion



6S LIFE OF THE

portion the beft adapted to the human frame,

The manner in which this laft period is filled

up is not lefs adequate to its proper end.

Three large faloons are principally deftined to

the purpofes of recreation. Here the cadets

may exereife themfelves in fencing, vaulting,

and other arts of corporeal agility ; and for

amufements of a higher order ample provifion is

made. Books, news-papers, journals, globes,

orreries, and fpheres, offer them a variety of

entertainment : even the decorations with which

the walls of thefe faloons are furnilhed, invite

them to learning under the form of amufement.

In the faloon of the fourth and fifth ages are

placed the bulls of the great men of antiquity,

and the figures of remarkable perfons ofour own

times : the recreation-halls of the other ages,

inflead of hangings, are painted with reprefent-

ations of the feveral nations of the ruffian empire

In their proper dreffes. In fummer, during

which feafon the military ages remain encamped

for feveral weeks fucceffively, the garden be-

longing to the corps becomes a fource of various

entertainment to the young pupils. Here little

fields and gardens are laid out and cultivated

with their own hands, by which means they

learn the labours of agriculture in fmall practical

effays. In all thefe recreations and paftimes

they
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they are conftantly attended by the infpedtors,

who are obliged to watch over their bodily and

mental occupations.

The fyftem of phyfical education is auftere i

that of the moral is mild and benign. The
grand object is to prevent immorality, in order

not to be forced to punifti it. The firft and

mod important means made ufe of to this end,

is uninterrupted infpection. This, and confe-

quently the whole moral nurture, is entrufted to

the governors and officers. Each of them has

a ftated number of cadets under his particular

infpection, for whole conduct he muft be re-

fponfible. Even in the hours of fludy fome of

them are conftantly prefent, as the teachers have

nothing to do but with the leffons ; the fame

practice is obferved in the recreation-halls and

the fleeping-rooms. As in this refpect all

depends on the moral character of the infpector,

it naturally follows that extreme caution is ufed

in the choice of perfons to fill thefe ftations

;

and never perhaps has the cadet corps fhewn

greater attention in this refpect than while under

the direction of count Anhalt. Honour and

ihame are the only motives which the plan

prefcribed for this inftitution allows. Corporal

punifhments are abfolutely prohibited ; on all

occafions of momentous faults flight military

f 3 chaftife-
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chaftifements and marks of difgrace are cm-

ployed -, the cadets are put upon bread and

water, they are refufed permiffion to vifit their

parents, relations, &c. The fentiment of

honour is awakened and kept up by diftinctions

and rewards, which confift in little prefents and

distribution of prizes of books, inftruments, or

in gold and filver medals, marks affixed to the

coat, and the like. This gentle mode of edu-

cation, which with children of good difpofitions

is productive ofexcellent effects, feems, however,

to be rather too generally calculated; for, accord-

ing to this maxim, which is very ftridtly fol-

lowed, there are fcarcely any methods of cor-

recting the lazy, the perverfe, and infenfible, of

which fort we may fuppofe not a few among fo

large a number. The infpeetors, as already

obferved, being all people of good moral cha-

racter, and of decent behaviour, the cadets have

little or no opportunity of feduction. They are

but feldom, by efpecial permiffion of the chie£

never without an attendant, and only for a few

hours of the Sunday, allowed to go out of the

houfe, to vifit their parents and relations, who

have, however, frequent opportunities of feeing

and talking with them in the corps. Throughout

the winter a public afTembly is held once a month

pii a Sunday, to which all well-drefled people

are
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are admitted. The cadets, difpofed according

to their ages, two and two, and accompanied by

martial mufic, enter the faloon, where they are

feparated from the fpectators only by a cordon,

with whom they may converfe, but not accept

of either money or prefents from any one. To
infpire them with a becoming boldnefs, they are

here exercifed in dancing ; and in the fame view

they are allowed once a year to act in their own

theatre, a handfome building, and very elegantly

fitted up. At times, but very rarely, a public

ball is given ; at which the children of the

feminary for young ladies are prefent. So long

as the cadets are profecuting their ftudies in the

cadet corps, they may not poffefs either money

or any thing that is not allowed them by the

plan of the inftitution j accordingly, the fon of

the wealthier!: prince is not permitted to wear

finer linen or handfomer clothes than the pooreft

of his fchool-fellows.

The refult of this mode of education is, in

the prefent (late of things, extremely beneficial.

Mifchief, intrigue, immorality, and all the vices

which commonly harbour in great fchools, are here

not to be found : on the contrary, a certain good

humour and amiable docility prevails, at leaft

among the far greater number. If we may

judge from the young men who have been lately

f 4 let
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let out of the corps, no prominent call: of cha-

racter is viable, that may reafonably be attri-

buted to its particular method of education ; on

the contrary, from the obfervations that have

been made, a great variety appears, according

to the various difpofitions and the diverfity of

interior frame. It may always fuffice, and more

than fuffice, if the accidental combinations of an

education of 15 years, very complicated, applied

to 700 heads and hearts, and calculated on one

plan, enable the feminary to return the materials

It had to work upon not worfe in fubftance and

better in form, than it received them from the

hand of creative nature.

As the moral department is committed to the

infpectors alone, the tutors have only to do with

what relates to fcience ; it is therefore clearly

feen,that thefe two objects are completely diftinct.

The inftruction is divided into military and civil;

the former is only appointed for the fourth and

fifth ages, and for fuch of the noble youths as

devote themfelves to the military fervice. The

branches of learning that are at prefent taught,

are, befides the general elements of grammar

and religion-r-the ruffian, german, and french

languages, geography, ftatiftics, hiftory, natural

hiftory, natural philofophy, belles lettres
;

logic,

civil and military architecture, geometry, and

algebra,
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algebra. Moreover, the pupils of the corps,

according to their age, are inftructed in drawing,

dancing, riding, fencing, vaulting, turning in wood

and ivory, recitation and declamation, admeasure-

ment and furveying of land, &c. Each age is

divided into five clafles in regard to inftruclion,

{0 that on an average not more than 28 are toge-

ther in any one. The branches of knowledge

taught in every clafs are perfectly adapted to its

particular age ; and in general this method is

not blameable. But the method of inftruc-

tion itfelf is here liable to very ievere cenfure

;

for certainly all is not done, which, confidering

all things, might reafonably be required. It is

not to he denied that, with the exception of

fome very accompliflied and well-informed

young men, which the corps has given to the

country, the greater part do not fully come up

to the expectations which the public have a right

to form from the magnitude apd extend of the

means employed. The fault lies neither in the

negligence of the direction—for who that knows

any thing of Peterfburg is unacquainted with

the unwearied activity and honeft zeal of the

late count Anhalt ?—nor in the want of expert

people, for the corps pays falaries to 65 of

them, among whom are men of talents, repu-

tation, and pedagogical experience ; but in the

plan
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plan and the method of inftruction. In the firft

place, the total feparation of fcientific and moral

education, and the confequent want of all autho-

rity in the tutors, is one of its principal defects.

If the tutor has not the power to punim inatten-

tion, idlenefs, and difobedience, at his own dif-

cretion and on the fpot, but muft, in every par-

ticular cafe that happens, apply to the governor

or officer, who may not always be prefent juft at

the moment, and who, befides, has not the

power to punifh any more than the former, but

muft report it to his fuperior, and fo upwards to

the chief j it is infallibly certain, that out of ioo

cafes fcarcely one will be complained of, and

therefore that the obftinate offender has every

probability in his favour, that he will come off

with impunity in 99. Now, when the chief, on

every fingle inftance of this nature that occurs,

confiders his inftru<5tions and the fpirit of the

flatutes, and, deceived by the apparent rarity of

fuch cafes, is always willing to proceed with as

much lenity as poflible, it is eafy to imagine how

much the fpirit of inlubordination muft be con-

tinually gaining ground, and how little the tutor,

even with the beft intentions, is able to perform.

A fecond defect is in the want of a regular and

confiftent plan for the inftruclion. The corps

has a great many, and, for the moft part, very

excellent
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cxcellenr books of instruction; but they are

deficient in fyftematic connection. The tutors

have no regular plan to go by, no fixed ftate-

ment by which to regulate their procedure. It

is therefore very poffible, that, to give but one

inftance, in three or four fucceflive claries, the

fame thing mall be taught over again -, or that it

mail be delivered circumftantially and at large

in the lower claffes, but very curforily in the

higher.—The moil important obftacle is, laflly,

that but very few of the leffons are delivered in

the ruffian language. The confequences of this

defect are fo manifeft, that it would be fuperfluous

to fay any thing farther upon it ; efpecially as

a very fuitable remark on this defect in the

method purfued was made by the emprefs in a

general plan figned by herfelf.—Several other

flight defects are paffed over in filence, as

having but little influence, and might be eafily

removed, if the more confiderable ones were

remedied.

The refult of the fcientific education may be

eafily calculated from the foregoing fketch.

Talents will burft through the greateft obftacles j

and for the well-difpofed and inquifitive youth

the fources of inftruction are amply fufficienL

If now and then a cadet is fent out, who, after

fifteen years of inftruction can fcarcely fpeak

french,



j6 LIFE OF THE

french, in which mod of his knowJbdge has

been conveyed : yet, on the other hand, there

are many who, while yet pupils, have enriched

their mother-tongue with good tranflations from

foreign languages, and fpeak and write both the

one and the other to a degree of perfection that

does honour to their underftanding and diligence,

and fhields the tutors from a cenfure that does not

belong to them, but to the accidental connection

of things, under the influence whereof they act.

The military education is faid, by fuch as

underftand the fubject, to be adequate to the

defign of the inftitution. The more eflential

part of it, theoretical instruction in the feveral

departments of military knowledge, is provided

for by Ikilful teachers and experienced officers.

In fummer, for fix or eight weeks, the cadets

live entirely in camp, where they ftudy the prac-

tical part of the fervice, and are taught the

manoeuvres and evolutions. Before they quit

the camp, a public review is held, at which

naturally a great part of the public attend as

fpectators.

After a period of fifteen years, during which

the government has fed, clothed, and prepared

for their general and particular destination, 240

young citizens, they are fent out as lieutenants,

(as they receive good or bad credentials, as

7 captains
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captains or enfigns,) or if they choofe to devote

themfelves to civil functions, in the fame civil

ranks, without any obligation whatever towards

the institute. Great as the benefit is, which

the ftate beftows by this education on the poorer

part of its citizens, great is likewife the advantage

which it receives from it in return; for if even

the balance could be more favourable for the ftate,

yet it is undoubtedly true, that it is favourable.—

The whole education of a cader, from his re-

ception to his difrniffion, coils 4410 rubles.

It is hoped this defcription needs no apology

for its prolixity, as it enables us to treat more

briefly the following objects ; which are all

of them founded on the fame principles.

The fea- cadet- corps admits 600 pupils, on

the fame conditions with the land cadet-corps,

which are divided into five companies of 120

each, and are to be brought up to the fea-ier-

vice. The inftruction comprehends, befides

the general branches of knowledge, principally

the particular requifites of this deftination 3

thefe are, nautical geography, aftronomy, the

art of the pilot and the fhip-builder, and the

englifh language ; as alfo, among other bodily

exercifes, climbing, fwimming, and the like.

The cadets of the firft company, who wear

a uniform, and are called marines, are fhewn

the



?8 LIFE 0? THE

the pra&ical fea-lervlce ; and go upon a Cruife

once a-year in the Baltic. They muft have

made at leaft three of thefe voyages, ere they

are difmiiTed from the corps, and then they

enter as midfhipmen in the fleet. This infti-

tution, which was till lately at Cronftadt, is

now removed to Oranienbaum, the palace which

was the ufual refidence of Peter III. and is

under the direction of an admiral, the infpectors

being officers of the fleet.

The engineer and artillery-cadet-corps ad-

mits 360 of noble families, and 85 fons of

foldiers. The denomination of this institution

fhews its deftination. The cadets are divided

into companies, whereof the younger wear the

drefs of the light-horfe, and the elder the

artillery uniform. The foldier-boys form a

feparate company. The direction of the whole

is committed to a general of the artillery -, and

the places of infpector are filled by artillery-

officers. Inftruction and education are here

chiefly military. The former, befides the three

ufual languages, extends principally to natural

hiftory, mathematics, artillery, fortification,

tactics, and military drawing; and is admi-

niftered by 58 tutors, over whom a director of

ftudies is placed. This corps has the reputa-

tion of being excellently conducted fn all the

branches
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branches of the art of war which belong to the

defign of it. The military exercifes in camp

during the fummer, draw together a great

multitude of fpectators, who are particularly-

delighted with the agility of the young engineers,

and the dexterity of their performances.—At

their difmiffion the cadets are appointed can-

noneers in the artillery, or conductors in the

engineer corps ; and the foldier-boys are made

fubaltern officers.

The grecian corps is for the education and

training up of native Greeks, Albanians, &c.

and is founded for 200 pupils ; of whom how-

ever a great part are Ruffians. The boys are

admitted from the age of 12 to 16, and can

only be received through the ruffian confuls,

who fend them to St. Peteriburg at the expence

of the emprefs. The aim of this institution is

lefs military than that of the foregoing; yet

the direction and inflection are managed by

officers, and the cadets wear uniforms. The
inftruction, for which 25 teachers are appointed,

is fuitable to that general deftination ; the italian

and other languages are alfo taught here. When
the education is completed, the cadets have the

choice whether they will be officers or tran-

flators in the ruffian fervice, or be fent back to

their own country.

In
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In the page- corps, from 60 to 70 young

nobles, who at the fame time perform the ufual

fervice at court, are trained to civil and military

ftations. At their difmiffion they receive the

rank of lieutenants or captains.

To the fecond clafs of public eftablifhments

for education may be reckoned, fuch as have the

fciences for their principal object.

To medicine and furgery three of them are

devoted. The medicinal and 'chirurgical fchool

admits 30 pupils, who, according to age and

previous knowledge are made capable of higher

inftruction. Befides this number, who are main-

tained entirely at the imperial expence, the in-

ftitution is open to 50 more youths, in con-

fideration of a moderate payment. Seven pro-

fefTors here dilTeminate the neceffary inftruction,

which extends to the principal branches of me-

dicinal fcience. In the clinic hofpital the fenior

pupils are introduced to practice. With this

inftitute is connected a practical fchool for the

art of midwifery.—Similar fchools are added to

the two great hofpitals for foldiers and failors

;

in each of which 50 pupils are boarded and

taught out of the imperial purfe. Thefe two

inftitutions are at prefent united and conftituted

upon an enlarged and improved plan.

*

The
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The mine-cadet-corps admits 60 pupils, who

are inftrucled in all the knowledge necefiary for

the working of mines, and are afterwards ap-

pointed officers at the mines. Ten boys of the

lower orders, after they have gone through their

courfe of education, are fent, with a yearly

allowance of 50 rubles, into foreign countries^

where they mud: {ervc through the feveral gra-

dations of employments in the mines, in order

to their being made upper-paymafters on their

return home. This inilitution, which is of

great and acknowledged general utility, admits

alfo boarders.

In the feminary of St. Alexander Nefsky,

which is under the infpection of the metropo-

litan, the fons of priefts are brought up to the

priefthood.

Laftly, the gymnafium of the academy of

fciences prepares 60 or 70 boys for ufeful call-

ings of various kinds. They have free main-

tenance ; and the mod capable and expert of

them are fent, 'at the imperial expence, to

foreign univerfities. This inftitution, which

alfo admits young men as boarders at their own

charges, has prefented to the ftate feveral ufeful

and learned perfons.

The fine arts likewife have two inftitutions

devoted to their propagation and extenfion.

vol. iif e g The
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The mod important and comprehenfive is the

academy of arts, which ferves the twofold pur-

pofe of an academy and a fchool. To defcribe

it in the former of thefe regards, would be to

fwell our work beyond its proper limits ; but as

a fchool, it is thus conftituted : The number of

fcholars, who are the fons of free parents of the

lower clafles of people, and are admitted at the

age of fix, is 325 ; of whom 25 are maintained

by a foundation of the late privy-counfellor

Betzkoy. Befides thefe, the inftitution takes

alfo boys in confideration of a yearly payment.

The pupils are divided into five clafles, and are

inftructed, till their fourteenth year, in all the

branches of knowledge neceffary for a young

artift; at which period they muft fix upon one

of the departments of practice taught in the

academy. Thefe are: painting, engraving,

fculpture, mufic, architecture, and the making

of a variety of artificial and mechanical works.

Examinations and public exhibitions are an-

nually held ; and are frequented by a great

concourfe of people. Such of the youths as

fhew molt talent and induftry, and have four

times obtained the prize, are fent, for fix years,

at the expence of the academy, to travel in

England, Italy, and France ; and when they

have finifhed their ftudies, they are difcharged

of
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of all obligation to the inftitution.—The academy

has already brought many great talents to emi-

nence, and roufed many a flceping genius which

would otherwife have been loft to the arts j that

this is at all times the cafe, would not certainly

be expected. But it is much to be lamented,

that even among the pupils of this fchool

who fucceed, but few make their fortune in their

own country. In the chief towns, where the

arts are prized and rewarded, tafte and prejudice

for foreign products opprefs the courage and

defeat the induftry of the ruffian artifts ; and in

the provinces, talents of this clafs would in vain

ftrive to gain a livelihood. It is, therefore, the

ufual fate of young artifts to be obliged to

abandon the firfb object of their education, to

which perhaps they had addicted themfelves with

the greateft ardour, and take to any
?

other trade

by which they may earn their bread—happy, if

the want of other knowledge does not oblige

them to fall back into that low ftate of de-

pendence to which, for the mod part, they

feemed deftined at their birth, and from which

the munificence of Catharine had redeemed

them.

A fecond fchool of this clafs is confined to the

theatrical art alone. The pupils are of both

fexes, and are likewife taken from the lower

c 2 dalles
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clafTes of the people, from the foundling-hof-

pital, &c. The inftruction comprifes all the ob-

jects of the theatre : declamation, mufic, dancing,

gesticulation, and mimickry, which find here a

very fufceptible foil, as the great natural turn of

the nation co-operates to the attainment of a very

early perfection. Several pupils of this fchool

have already performed at the theatre of the

refidence, and won for ever the applaufe of the

public.

The navigation-fchool is alfo a foundation of

the emprefs Catharine. Here are taught the

englifh language, naval architecture, aftronomy,

navigation, &c. This eftablifhment takes 65

pupils, who are maintained and educated at the

expence of the fovereign, and admits other

fcholars for a trifling pay.

The education of the female fex is not for-

gotten in this grand plan of national improve-

ment, the particular parts of which we have now

been furveying. One of the moft valuable and

important inftitutions is devoted to this object

:

the feminary for the education of young ladies in

the Vofkrefenfko'i * convent. This denomina-

tion it retains from the defign in which it

was built by the emprefs Elizabeth, and which

'* Convent of the Refuirection.

Catharine
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Catharine II. now converted to the prefent more

beneficial and generally-ufeful purpofe.

The whole internal ceconomy of this found-

ation is conducted, with fome modifications, on

the fame principles with which the land-cadet-

corps is organized. The number of the pupils,

which are admitted at the age of fix years, is

480, of whom one half are noble and the other

of the burgher clafs. The direction is veiled

in a convent j but the immediate care of it is

afligned to a direclrefs; the tuition being con-

dueled by eight infpectreiTes and forty clafs-

ladies. The perfons appointed for the feveral

functions of the inilitution are, in a certain

degree, fimilar to thole in the land-cadet- corps.

The noble as well as plebeian young ladies

are diflributed into four claries, diflinguifhed by

the colour of their drefs. In each of which

they remain three .years ; and
?

after this educa-

tion of 1 2 years, they are difmiffed at the age of

18 or 19.— The principles of the phyfical

education are in general the fame as thofe

obferved in the land-cadet-corps. The good-

nefs of them is feen by the fmall number of

deaths in the inftitute itfelf, and by the healthy

blooming condition of the ladies who are dif-

mifTed.' For feveral years confecutively not one

perfon has died in the convent3 and the morta-

g 3 lity
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Iky of the mod unfavourable year never amounted

to above feven. The recreations and amufe-

xnents allowed to the pupils confift alfo here

in fuitable exercifes, fuch as affemblies, dancing,

and at times theatrical performances. The fpirit

of the fyftem of education is likewife in this

place gentlenefs, and here too rewards are em-

ployed as the mod effectual means of promoting

diligence, They confift chiefly in public marks

of diftinction, by ribbons and medallions worn

within the walls : on their difmifiion fix of

the ladies, who have credentials from the di-

rectrefs of their good conduct and improvement,

wear for life at their bread the cypher of the

emprefs in gold. In this circumftance likewife

•a diftinclion is obferved, the two more efpecially

commended obtain a cypher much larger than

the others. For the twelve next in fuccefiion

in regard to merit, fix gold and as many filver

medals are allotted.—The branches of know-

ledge, to which the pupils are brought up, are

adapted to their future lot in life. They are

taught feveral languages, particularly the french,

the elements of religion, geography, hiftory,

natural hiftory, epiftolary writing, mufic, dan-

cing, declamation, and acting. Thofe of the

burgher order who partake in this inftruction

are alfo brought up to various kinds of work.

The
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The pupils difmified from this clafs are of great

benefit to the country, in diffufing a tafte for a

more refined mode of life in the inferior ranks of

fociety ; they even here and there fupplant the

foreign females who are taken into great families

for the purpofes of education : but their lot

is not always favourable to them. Accuftomed

to a delicate way of life, and raifed by their im-

provements far above their relatives, they cannot

always feel themfelves happy in their circle

of acquaintance : a circumftance which however

is much, alleviated by this, that on account of this

very education, they are more eafily married.

In which cafe they receive from the beneficent

inftitute, to which they are indebted for their

moral exiftence, a portion of ioo rubles.

The fixth and laft clafs of public eftablifhments

founded by Catharine in the refidence alone, for

in all the provinces of the empire {he inftituted

others ofthe fame nature, comprehends the normal

and popular fchools, for all forts of young per-

fons. Peterfburg acquired in the year 1790 an

upper fchool, in which natural hiftory and philo-

lophy, geometry, languages, &c. were taught 5

and in all the quarters of the town thirteen middle

and inferior fchools, in which the children of the

common people are taught reading, writing,

arithmetic, ruffian hiftory, and geography, &c.

g 4 and
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and which all together have upwards of 3200

fcholars, whereof 550 are girls, by far the greater

part at the expence of her majefty, including

even the neceffary books.

What reader, after taking this flight furvey of

fuch a variety of public-fpirited inftitutions, and

which form but a very fmall part of the number

erected throughout the empire, is not aftonifhed

at what has been done by a princefs, who, in the

prodigious plan fhe concerted for the new-

creation of her immenfe dominions, applied fo

maternal and appropriate a care to a peculiar,

and, in the eyes of the generality of princes,

fo infignifkant a part of it ? The money which

fhe bellowed with a liberal hand on the found-

ation of thefe inftitutions, the fums which fhe

difburfed for the fupport of them, form indeed

but one head of the grand meritorious undertak-

ings by which Catharine the fecond contributed

to fecure for ever the profperity of her people

;

but this one head-is a rule by which the whole

may be computed. The following lift fhews

the revenues 0$ the public places of education,

and the number of pupils boarded, clothed,

and taught at the imperial expence.

The land-cadet-corps has 700 pupils,and 200,000 rubles.

Sea-cadet-corps — 600 — 120,000

Artillery cadet-corps 445 — 121,722

Grecian
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Grecian cadet-corps 200 pupils, and 41,613 rubles.

Page cadet-corps — 65

Medicine and furgery fchool 30

Land and fea hofpit. fchool 100 — 16,000

Mine-cadet-corps — 70 — 15,000

Clerical feminary

Gymnafium of the academy 65

Academy of arts — 325 — 60,000

Theatre fchool

Navigation fchool — 65

Young ladies fchool 480 — 180,000

Popular and normal fchools 3200

Education-houfe — 300

Orphan-houfe —

~

100

According to this imperfecT: furvey, therefore,

in the 3 1 places of education here named, about

6800 children of both fexes in the refidence are

brought up at the expence ofgovernment. The
fums fet down amount to 754*335 rubles per

annum.

Having thus taken notice of fome of the

inftances of that beneficial care which the tran-

quillity of her empire allowed Catharine to

beftow upon its welfare, we now proceed with

what was going forward at the palace.

Gregory Orloff being returned to court with-

out having received a recall, feemed infenfibly

accuftomed to fee Gregory Alexandritch Potem-

kin occupying the firft place about the throne of

"Catharine. Potemkin, proud of his influence,

and
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and more jealous of retaining the abfolute power

he had acquired than the love of the emprefs, left

her in the tranquil indulgence of her inclination

for ZavadofFsky. For the fpace of a year and a

half this latter had filled the place of fubakern

favourite -

3 when all at once his ambition was

roufed. He had before his eyes the example

of Potemkin. He imagined, that, like him, he

might pafs from the embraces of the emprefs

into the poll of prime minifter. But in order to

this, he muft firil turn out Potemkin. He
fet about it with the utmoft ardour -, and began

by attempting to render the defpotifm of Po-

temkin odious to the fovereign. He obtained

the concurrence of dilcontented officers, envious

courtiers, and artful women. Potemkin, in-

formed of thefe intrigues, and pofTeffing far

greater abilities than his rival, refolved to crufh

him at once. An opportunity for which was

almoft immediately furnifhed him by chance.

A young Servian, named Zoritch, an officer

in a regiment of hufTars, came to Petersburg to

look out for promotion. He was tall, well-

built, and adapted to attract the notice of a vo-

luptuous woman. Potemkin, who knew the

inconftancy and warmth of Catharine, gave

Zoritch a captain's com million, and put him

in the way of that princefs. She did not fail to

g remark
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remark him. The next day ZavadofTsky was

difmifled. Zoritch took his place.

Zavadoffsky, who had already received many

marks of bounty from the emprefs, had, at the

inftant of his departure, a gratification of 90,000

rubles, the addition of a penfion of 4000, and a

considerable eftate in land.

Zoritch at the fame time received a landed

property of the value of 120,000 rubles, toge-

ther with the cuftomary prefents. This new

lover, without education, without experience,

could give no umbrage to the haughty Potemkin.

Contented with adminiflering in obfcurity to the

plealures ofthe emprefs, he took no other advan-

tage of her favour, than what arofe from fecur-

ing the influence and authority of the man

to whom he was indebted for it. It was only

with Potemkin that Catharine balanced the fates

of Europe.
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C H A- P. X.

Relations between Rujfia and Denmark.—-Conduct

of the ruffian minifters at Copenhagen.—Succefs

and misfortune of Struenfee.— Character of

Bernfiorff.—CeJJion of Schlefvig.—State ofSwe-

den.—Revolution of 1772.

—

Voyage of Guf-

tavus III. to St. Peterfburg.—»Hofti!e difpofitions

of the Turks.—Treaty of Conftantinople.—Fef-

livities.—Dij"afters.—DifmiJ/ion ofthefavourite

Zoritch.—Is fucceeded by Rimfky Korzakoff.-—

Tranfaclions of 1776 to 1779.

iLVER fince the elevation of Catharine II.

to the throne of Ruffia, the court of Peter/burg

had unremittedly kept up a correfpondence with

that of Copenhagen, or rather had never ceafed

to exercife its influence over it. That influence,

the work of Peter the great, had experienced

fome interruption under his fuccelTors *. Ca-

tharine II. reftored it to its full force. That

princefs had not inherited the animofity and the

* For example, under Catharine the firft, whofe daughter

was married to the heir of the houfe of Holftein-Gottorp,

between which and the houfe of Oldenburg there had,

been differences of long Handing.

projects
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projects of Peter III. againft Denmark j fhe

neither fent out her fleets nor her armies to

attack it : but fhe well underftood the art of

keeping it long in fufpenfe, between the hope of

obtaining the entire ceffion of Schlefvig, and the

dread of being deprived of that important pof-

feffion.

The court of Copenhagen was attached by

ftill another intereft to Ruffia. She could not

cherifh the expectation of being able perfectly

to fecure herfelf againft the ambition of the

kings of Pruffia and Sweden, otherwife than by

the alliance of Ruffia -, flic accordingly made

continual efforts for contracting more clofely the

ties of that alliance. Under the adminiftration

of the emprefs Elizabeth, it had often had re-

courfe to prefents for purchafing the good-will

of the minifters and favourites of that princefs,

and fometimes even to grant them penfions*.

Could fhe then be lefs generous towards thofe of

Catharine, or were they themfelves more difficult

than the former ? However it be, as foon as

that monarch thought herfelf fafely fixed on her

throne, Ihe refolved to govern Denmark, as

* The court of Denmark made confiderable prefents

to the Shouvaloffs, to the Narifhkins, and to feveral other

courtier6. It conferred penfions on the ftate-counfellors

Volkoff and Oltzoufieff.

fhe
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fhe did the reft of the north, and no longer took

any pains to keep fair with it.

She began by making an ungrateful return to

count Ranzau Alchberg, who was minifter from

Denmark to Peterfburg in 1762. Ranzau hav-

ing witnefied the preparations made by Peter III.

for the conqueft of Holftein, attached himfelf to

Catharine's party, and even formed an intimate

connection with prince Orloff. The emprefs

made ufe of him in the endeavour to throw

an odium on the warlike plans of her hufband;

and Orloff let him into the fecret of the con-

fpiracy that was carrying on againft that prince.

Flattered with this mark of confidence, Ranzau

gave profitable advice to Orloff, and feconded

him with all his might. The confpiracy fuc-

ceeded. Ranzau was at firft well received by

the emprefs j but coolnefs and even fcorn

prefently fucceeded to thefe firft movements of

fatisfaction, and Ranzau, thoroughly diflatisfied

with the emprefs and the favourite, fet out on his

return to Denmark.

Catharine, who doubtlefs took pleafure in

humiliating the court of Copenhagen, made

choice of count Saldern for her envoy extraordi-

nary to Denmark. Saldern, born in Holftein,

of very obfcure parents, had at firft occupied

an inferior poft at Tritau, from which he was

turned
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turned out on account of fome malverfation

;

afterwards he came to feek his fortune in Ruflia.

Of a bold and intriguing difpofition, he intro-

duced himfelf to the court, and met with fuccefs;

and when the eroprefs fent him to Copenhagen,

he behaved there with fuch infolence as to excite

a more lively recollection of his extraction, and

the difgracc he underwent on being difmifled

from hie former ftation. He dared to fpeak to

the danifh monarch and his minifters in a tone of

arrogance that was mocking to thofe who heard

him. He wanted to be informed of all the

affairs that were carrying on, and pretended to

direct in a dictatorial manner how they fhould

determine upon them. It was count Saldern,

who, contrary to the opinion of the council and

the wifhes of the people, determined the king

of Denmark to travel into England and France,

a journey which was attended with confequences

fo fatal to that feeble prince and his imprudent

confort

!

Saldern was not content with gaining intelli-

gence of all fiate affairs ; he intermeddled with

the domeftic concerns of the monarch, and di-

rected the moft trivial tranfactions. He placed

about him perfons on whofe c ^.votednefs to him

he could at all times depend, and removed all

who feemed adverfe to him. In a word, he

exercifed
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exercifed a defpotifm at once arrogant and

trifling*.

When the emprefs recalled Saldern from

Copenhagen, fhe fent in his place Philofophoff,

a man not lefs haughty, and not lefs jealous

of maintaining the afcendant of his court. Phi-

lofophoff foon acquired in Denmark the fame

influence as his predeceflbr. This was indeed

no difficult matter ; the monarch was weak and

his council timid. The ruffian minifler had

only to pronounce the name of Holftein, in

order to make every thing fubfervient to his

will. We will here adduce one inflance of the

inquififorial authority which Philofophoff arro«

gated to himfelf.

The count de Saint-Germain f was appointed

minifler at war in Denmark. Being intimately

* The young queen Caroline" Matilda had as grande-

maitreffe of her houfe, and who was at the fame time

her favourite, madame de Plefs, an amiable and fenfible

woman. This lady, incenfed at the manner in which Saldern

had fubjugated the king, thought it her duty to make

fome remonftrances upon the matter to that prince. The

king was weak enough to go and talk of it to Saldern ; he

immediately demanded the removal of madame de Plefs
$

and, in fpite of all the felicitations of the queen, madame de

Plefs was difmiffed.

f The fame who had left France to go and ferve in Den-

mark, and who afterwards returned to France, where he was

made miruiter at war.

connected
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connected with count Gcertz, a german officer

of very diftinguifhed merit, he offered him a

poftin the danifli army, after having obtained

the confent of the monarch to that end. Philo-

fophoff was informed of it ; and, whether he had

any particular reafon for entertaining an averlion

for count Gcertz, whether he was not willing

that an officer, of merit mould enter into the

fervice of Denmark, he immediately wrote to

the king :—" I juft now learn that you have

" offered fervice to count Gcertz. I have
{C orders from my court to break off all commu-
<c nication with yours, and to quit Copenhagen,

" rather than permit that intriguing and danger-

" rous man to remain with you." Nothing

more was neceffary for preventing count Gcertz

from reaping any benefit from the offers that

had been made him.

Neverthelefs, the influence of Philofophoff

was diminiihing in proportion as that of count

Struenfee increafed ; and it was not till the

moment of the bloody cataftrophe of the latter,

that the ruffian minifter refumed his authority.

Philofophoff at firft made fome ineffectual efforts

for removing Struenfee from the court. He
had a twofold motive of antipathy towards him.

He knew that Struenfee was in oppofition to the

vol. in. h ruffian
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ruffian party ; anc* he could not forget that he

had caufed him to lofe the favours of one of the

handfomeft women of Copenhagen. Befides,

Philofophoff was the flay of the old count Bern-

ftorff*, devored to Ruffia, and ^removed from

the miniftry by Struenfee.

We fhall not here attempt to follow the laby-

rinth of thefe intrigues. Every body knows the

lot that befel Struenfee j who, from phyfician,

became the admirer of the young queen Caroline

Matilda, and prime mimfter -, and whofe pride

and imprudencies created him enemies, who

foon brought him to the fcafFold f. It is well

known that the queen herfelf was imprifoned,

* Uncle of the prefent minifter.—Philofophoff, who had

cccafion to go and take the waters of Pyrmont, would not

fet out without having obtained from the king of Denmark

the promife not to make any change in the miniftry of

foreign affairs during his abfence. He took his departure.

Bernftorff was immediately difplaced, and Ranzau Afch-

berg put in his place ; Ranzau Afchberg, whom the con-

duct of Catharine had rendered the irreconcileable enemy of

Ruflia.

•\ Frederic II. faid, on being informed of the revolution

of Denmark :
—" Struenfee is a blockhead. A man ought

" never to form fuch conneftions with queens, unlefs they

" reign in their own right, and when he is generaliffimo of

" their troops."

detruded
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detruded from the throne, and exiled to Zell,

where me died of the excefs of her grief*.

The ruffian minifter beheld with fatisfaftion the

fuccefs of the confpiracy plotted againft Stru-

enfee and the young queen ; and he reaped the

fruits of it. The queen dowager, Julia Maria f,

who had brought about the revolution, held in

her hands the reins of government. That

princefs was far from being fo devoted to Ruilia,

as the unhappy king in whofe name me governed.

But fhe had too much fenfe not to perceive the

neceffity of keeping upon good terms with

Catharine and her artful minifter.

* She died at the beginning of the year 1776. She had

made herfelf much beloved by the people of Zell, by em-

ploying in a£ts of beneficence the greater part of the mode-

rate peniion allowed her by the court of Denmark. The

day on which the news of the death of that princefs arrived

at Copenhagen, there was to have been a ball at court.

Endeavours were ufed to keep it a fecret, that Caroline

Matilda was no more ; but the tidings were foon fpread

abroad : however, that circumftance did not prevent the ball

from going forward.

f Sifter of prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick and the

unhappy duke Anthony Ulric, who, as we have already

feen, was kept in prifon at Kolmogory, near Archangel.

The ruffian prince Peter, brother to piince Ivan, murdered

in 1764, died on the 13th of January 1798, at Horfens in

Yutland, where he had refided fince 1780.

h 2
4 Ranzau
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Ranzau was difmifled. His reftlefs fpirit

difturbed the queen, whom he had fo faithfully

ferved. But, though fhe refolved to remove

him becaufe fhe was afraid of him, Ihe pretended

to adopt this meafure only out of regard to

Ruffia.

The old count BernftorfF had been dead fome

time. Philofophoff was defirous that the nephew

of that minifler fnould fill the place that had been

taken from him. He thought him worthy of it,

no doubt, from his attachment to Ruflia ; the

Danes had reafon to think that he was the more

fo, from the ability he difplayed in labouring for

the good of his country.

BernftorfF was of an advantageous ftature,

and had a ncble figure. He had diftinguifhed

himfelf from his very youth by his politenefs,

his modefty, his right way of thinking, and the

moft perfuafive eloquence. In proportion as he

advanced in age, his excellent qualities grew

into a fettled habit, and gained him the general

efteem of all his countrymen. Living at the

court, and addicting himfelf to the ftudy of

politics, he was neither lefs fimple in his man-

ners, nor lefs frank in his difcourfe. As a

ftatefman, he mewed great abilities -, as a mi-

nifler, he faithfully kept his word. Diligent

7 and
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and indefatigable in bufinefs, he had a ready

conception, and a happy manner of exprefling

his ideas*. An enemy to flattery, indifferent

to pleafure, evincing an uncommon prefence of

mind and a temper always equal, he never

fuffered himfelf to be diverted from his purpofe.

He was never inflated by profperity, nor dejected

by misfortune. If his labours were crowned

with fuccefs, he knew that he would fhortly

have frefh obftacles to furmount ; if he failed,

he perceived all the refources that Fortune had

flill to offer him. His only defect, perhaps, was

rather too much attachment to his opinions,

which he always defended with warmth. But

this very defect was of fervice to fhew that

BernftorfT was honeft, and would never deceive.

Sprung from a family of the electorate of Han-

over, BernftorfT had a ftrong predilection for

the britifh nation. He was alfo well acquainted

* Veiy eafy of accefs, communicative and affable, he

frequently gave audience ; and there was fcarcely a private

individual in tolerable circumftances in all Denmark whom
he did not know, and to whom he was not personally

known. Neither was there ever in any country a man more

generally beloved and eiteemed. It is well known, that the

affranchifement of the danifh peafants was owing to him, as

well as the abolition of the negro-trade. A column ia

erected near Copenhagen, to teftify to pofterity the grati-

tude of the peafants.

H 7 with
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with what was due to the court of Ruffia. Not-

withstanding this, he was not lefs equitable

towards other powers ; and fought with not lefs

zeal the advantages of Denmark, to which he

confecrated all the hours of his life*.

No fooncr had he entered into the mjniftry,

but Bernftorff, faithful to the maxims of his

uncle, bent all his efforts to obtain from Ruffia

the cefflon of that part f of Holftein to which

it had all along kept up its pretenfions. He
was not ignorant how much the corruption of

the ruffian miniffers was interefted in holding

Denmark in a (late of dependance on them ; but

it was in the very excefs of that corruption that

he defcried one of the means of its emancipation.

He knew like wife, that the pride of Catharine

could only with great difficulty be brought to

abandon the fmalleft portion of her dominions

;

and he undertook to employ that very pride to

bring her to confent to that furrender. Philo-

fophoff was firft won over. Several perfons in

the higher departments of government, favour-

ites, fecretaries, and agents, made mercenary

bargains for their fpeech or their lilence. The \

* Count Bernftorff died at Copenhagen the 2iftof June

1797. If he had been ftill living, his encomium would not

have been printed here.
#

f Schlefvig,

rapacious
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rapacious Saldern, feduced by considerable pre-

fents, fcrupled not to hold a language quite

different from that which he had hitherto held,

and took the negotiation on himfelf. He repre-

fented to the emprefs that it was beneath her

dignity to preferve a weak principality, which

made her dependent on the german empire.

The imperious mind of Catharine, which was

indeed hurt at this fpecies of fubjeclion, thought

that fuch language, dictated only by covetoufnefs

and felf-intereft, proceeded entirely from a

tender concern for her glory. And this it was

that induced her to make that furrender of all her

claims upon Holftein, for the counties of Olden-

burg and Delmenhorft, which fhe relinquished,

at the fame time, to the prince-bifhop of Lubek:

the treaty of exchange was figned at Kiel, the

1 6th of November 1773.

This event occafioned infinite joy at Copen-

hagen. The day on which the treaty had been

figned was celebrated with pomp*. It was not

* Bernftorff received the mod flattering teftimonies of

gratitude from his countrymen. The bounty of the court

was extended to the whole of his family. The widow of

the elder Bernftorff, his uncle, was honourably gratified,

and received a letter from the king with the portrait of that

prince, on a medal round which was infcribed, " In honour

of the 16th of November 1773."

H 4 the
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the fame at St. Peterfburg. Catharine quickly

difcovered that (he had been the dupe of Bern-

flcrff's artifice. Saldern, whofe malverfations

were eafily proved, fell into difgrace. But the

emprefs confoled herfelf for the lofs of Holftcin,

by the aflfurance of preferving in Denmark an

ally always fubmiffive, and ever ready to ferve

heragainft Sweden.

More neariy connected with Ruftia, Sweden

has alternately excited the dread and ambition of

the court of Peteriburg. Peter the great had

refolved to annihilate that power j and the

victories of Charles XII. were no obftacles to

his making himfelf mailer of four of its fineft

provinces f. The fuccefibrs of that prince in-

herited his projects ; and the ruffian nation pre-

ferves an implacable hatred againft a people

whom fhe at length overcame, but who made

her purchafe her conquefts by torrents of blood.

"War on any pretence againft Sweden cannot fail

of being agreeable to that ferocious and vin-

dictive nation. Every means of crufhing her

rivals cannot but be eagerly cherifhed by the

court of RufTia,

The fwedifh nobility, divided into two fac-

tions diftinguifhed under the names of Caps ancj

* Livonia, Efthonia, Carelia, and Ingria.

HatSj
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Hats *, has but too much contributed to favour,

by its difTenfions, the ambition of RufTia. When
count Panin, in the reign of the emprefs Eliza-

beth, was minifter from that princefs at Stock-

holm, the money he profufely ftrewed, and

the connexions which he formed f, gave him an

afcendant which he dexteroufly made the iriftru-

ment of oppofing the fenate to the court. He
directed the one by his intrigues, while he kept

the other in awe by acting on their fears. Count

Oftermann afterwards imitated, and even fur-

paffed him. More impetuous, more active than

Panin, he kept Sweden in a fort of vaflalage

;

and it may be affirmed that, while Frederic

Adolphus £ lived, the minifter of Ruffia reigned

in Stockholm. The view of this minifter,

doubtlefs, was nothing fhort of difpofing Sweden

to become a ruffian province j but he flattered

the nobles with the hope of making it a republic,

under the protection of Ruffia ; a project; which

had been long conceived both by them and by

lord Carteret §.

* It is well known that the party of the Hats has always

been devoted to France, as that of the Caps is to Ruffia.

f He was the known lover of the countefs of Loven-

hielm, who had great influence in the party of the Caps.

% He died in 1771, and was fucceeded by Guftavus III.

§ Upwards of 50 years ago.

On
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On his acceflion to the throne, Guftavus III,

mortified at the influence employed by Rufiia,

and at the authority of the fenate of Stockholm,

attempted to free himfelf from this double

yoke.

The party of the Caps, which prevailed in

the fenate, had alfo the preponderance in the

diet of 1772. Proud of the power which it had

fo often abufed under Frederic Adolphus *, it

refolved to enlarge the bounds of it under his

fuccefTor, and prefcribed to that monarch the

form of an oath different from that exacted by

the fundamental laws of the country. Guf-

tavus III. figned this formulary without taking

the pains to read it, referving to himfelf, doubt-

lefs, in fo doing, a pretext for diffolving the

engagement which he was forced to contract.

This prince, who had already placed all his

confidence in the counts SchefTer f and Salza,

acted in concert with them and the ambaffador

* This party, fupported by Ruffia, had feized upon aH

the lucrative places and all the ports of honour in the admi-

niftration ; it was continually making ufurpations on the

prerogatives of the crown, and intermeddled even in the

petty affairs of his houfehold. Would it be believed that it

had the infolence to fix the quantity of wine that mould be

drank at his table, and that it deprived him of the liberty of

choofing his own confeffor ?

+ Charles SchefTer.

Of
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of France, the count de Vergennes, and they

drew up together the plan of the revolution, as

it was fhortly after executed.

The diet, in a very fhort time, began to

conceive fufpicions concerning the defigns of

the young king. It took umbrage at the refort

of fome officers, once or twice in every week,

at the houfe of general Ramfay, who was known

to be devoted to the court, and fent an order

forbidding the regiment of guards from afiern-

bling for exercife, and even for parade.

Not yet fatisfied with thefe precautions, the

diet excluded from the fenate all the members

in oppofition to the dominant faction. This

vindictive proceeding ferved only to fan the

zeal of the old partizans of the king, and to

gain him new ones ; for feveral of the nobles

who were not partial to the royal authority,

however, dreaded it lefs than they detefted the

tyranny of their rivals. Count Axel Ferfen

was of that number. Famous for his eloquence,

and for- his attachment to the old form of go-

vernment, he loudly difapproved of the inno-

vations of the diet j but, thinking himfelf fome-

what neglected by Guftavus, he retired from

Stockholm. The fenator Hermanfon was en-

dowed with lefs fenfibility, or was treated more

kindly. His talents and his influence were

necefTary
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necefifary to the views of the monarch. He
dedicated them to his fervice*.

Guftavus, however, communicated to the

perfons who were to execute the plan of his

operations, only what was neceffary for them to

know, in order to fecond him properly. His

firft ftep was to make fure of the fidelity of the

generals of the army, But the majority of them

appeared to him too ftrongly attached to the

old conftitution, to admit of his opening him-

felf to them on the change which he had in

contemplation. Colonel Sprengporten and

captain Hellechius were the only perfons on

whom he thought he might depend. He then

refolved to give the alarm of a mam rebellion

jn two of the diftant provinces, in order that

the diet fliould not pay attention to what was

going forward in the capital,

Hellechius, on whom the king afterwards

conferred the rank of general, and the name

of Guftafschceld j-, was at that time commander

at Chriftianftadt, a city of Scania. He lived

amicably with the officers of the garrifon, fre-

* The fenator Hermanfon framed a conftitution upon a

new model ; count Scheffer prepared another ; the kinjj

himfelf drew up a third.

j This name fignifies, in fwedifh, thejloield of Gujlavus,

quently
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quently gave them entertainments, and found

no difficulty in making them promife to aft in

concert with him. He openly blamed the

decrees of the diet, and declared himfelf in

favour of the royal authority. The inhabitants

of Chriftianftadt adopted the fame fentiments,

and exprefTed themfelves in the fame language

with them. The report of thefe proceedings

foon reached Stockholm. The diet took the

alarm, and commimoned baron Rudbek, gover-

nor of the capital, to go and put a flop to the

murmurs of the Scanians.

In the abfence of baron Rudbek, the com-

mand of Stockholm was committed to general

Pefchlin *. This officer acquitted himfelf of

his charge with fo great vigilance as difcon-

certed, for fome time, the friends of Guftavus.

Every attempt was made to corrupt him j but

in vain : his refoludon was already taken.

* General Pefchlin has been furnamed the Wilkes of

Sweden. But he refembled Wilkes more in his venality

than in his talents. M. de Vergennes faid of that general,

that he had no other defect than that of preferring imperials

to louis-d'ors. It was obierved by a well-known fcholar

and wit, on feeing the epitaph deiigned by Wilkes for him-

felf, " A friend to liberty," that he was happy to fee him

fo grateful, for liberty had certainly been a great friend to

him.

Fortu-
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Fortunately for the king, baron Rudbek

came and refumed his command. He reported

to his friends, that the gates of Chriftianftadt

were refufed to be opened to him j and that

captain Hellechius had juft publifhed a mani-

fefto againft the power which the diet had arbi-

trarily affumed. The dominant faction then

refolved to difcover whether Hellechius acted

by the king's orders, certainly hoping in that

cafe to feize upon the perfon of the monarch.

Guftavus was too great a matter of diflimu-

lation to allow his fentiments to be eafily

guelTed. He anfwered one while with great

firmnefs of mind, and at another with an air

of indifference that deceived all the emiffaries

of the diet ; and baron Rudbek, who thought

he had thoroughly founded him, faid in public :

" That the perfonage was by no means dan-

<c gerous." Neverthelefs, the diet iflued

orders that the garrifon of Stockholm mould be

augmented with the regiments of Uplande and

of Sudermania.

It is certain that if thefe regiments had had

time to enter into Stockholm, the revolution

would not have been brought about ; and much

daughter had been prevented. The guards

were already difcontented that other troops had

been
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been called in, and that the inhabitants, who

had all taken up arms, and were devoted to the

king, mould be united to the guards.

Every moment now became of confequence.

Colonel Sprengporten, who had been commif-

fioned to conduct the troops from Finland, and

whofe arrival was to be confidered as a fignal to

the king, had been detained by contrary winds.

He did not arrive, and the time was loft in an

expectation continually becoming more dan-

gerous. Generals Salza, Scheffer, and Ver-

gennes held a council, and determined Guftavus

to accelerate his enterprife.

The execution of it was fixed for the follow-

ing day. The very evening of that on which

this refolution was taken, the king appeared at

the opera *, amidft a great fhow of nobility.

He gave a grand fupper to the court ; and con-

verfed with unufual gaiety. He afterwards

retired to his apartment, where he paffed a con-

iiderable part of the night in writing to his

brothers and his friends.

After having fin i (lied thefe letters, he went

to vifit feveral of the corps-de- garde f, as he

had

* The reprefentation was Thetis and Peleus ; the firft

opera that was played in the fwedifh language.

-}• When he had entered the guard-houfe of the admi-

ralty, an officer fliut the door with fo much violence as to

put
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had done for feveral nights before, in order to

accuftom the foldiers not to be furprifed at

feeing him at fuch unfeafonable hours. Being

returned to the palace, he went calmly to bed,

and rofe at his ordinary time. Count Leven-

haupt, his premier ecuyer, being come to

receive his orders, he told him, in confidence, to

keep ready for him a greater number of horfes

than ufual.

The fenate met, according to cuftom, at ten

o'clock in the morning. Half an hour aftef

this, the foldiers who came to relieve the guard,

advanced into the court-yard of the caftle;

where they were no fooner entered, than the

king came down, ordered the gates to be fhut,

and addrefled his guards in a very eloquent

fpeech '*, in which he exhorted them to deliver

their country from the tyranny of a few factious

put the lock out of order, fo that the door could not be

opened again. The king was uneafy ; but captain Hanfon,

who commanded the poft, gave the door fuch a blow as

broke it to pieces.

* One thing that gained Guftavus III. the love of the

foldiers and the peafantiy was, that, fince Charles XII. he

was the only king of Sweden who ufually fpoke the lan-

guage of the country. He expreffed himfelf moreover with

great elegance in that language ; and compofcd feverpl

plays in it, much efteemed by the nation.

nobles.
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nobles. He protefted that he was not ambi-

tious of abfolute power, but required only a

fuificient authority for the maintenance of order

and for enforcing the laws. This affurance,

accompanied with the promife of fuitably re-

warding fuch as mould fecond his undertaking,

had all the effect he defired. The guards re-

plied by fhouts of approbation. Guftavus im-

mediately caufed an oath to be adminiftered to

them j and the officers were obliged to follow

the example of the foldiers.

Reckoning on the fidelity of his troops, Guf-

tatfus caufed centinels to be placed about the hall

of the fenate, with orders to let no perfon go

out. He himfelf proceeded to the grand corps-

de-garde; and, having called the officers to-

gether, he related to them, in prefence of the

foldiers, what had juft paffed at the caftle ; and

added, that he had no doubt of finding in them

the fame zeal as had been iliewn by their brave

comrades. All, with the exception of only

one *, fwore to maintain his caufe.

Guftavus fet out immediately to get DOiTefiion

of the arfenal. He called for his horfes. Le-

venhaupt, who had them all in rcadinefs, was

* It was baron von Cederftrbhm. He made no anfwer
j

but prefented his fword to the king : upon which he was

committed to prifon.

VOL. HI. 1 p ro.
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proceeding to order them out, when baron

Rudbeck appeared at the door of the ftables,

and commanded the groom to defift.—" I re-

<c ceive no orders from you," replied Leven-

haupt >
" get out of the way, or I fhall make

" the horfes run over you."—The governor

went directly to the fecret committee of the

diet, with a complaint againft Levenhaupti and

ordered the fecretary Ellers to minute down in

his regifter, what he mould dictate to him.

Ellers, who began now to fufpect what was

about to happen, looked gravely at the gover-

nor, and, inftead of doing as he was bid, fhut

the regifter, faying that he believed he had

nothing more to write.

Guftavus next proceeded to the guard-houfe

of the artillery, where the oath was eagerly

taken. He fent to invite the principal members

of the diet to come to him ; and at the fame

time fent detachments of foldiers, with cannon,

to every gate of the city, in order that none of

the chiefs from whofe oppofition he had any

thing to apprehend might efcape. Notwith-

ftanding thefe precautions, however, general

Pefchlin found means to get away *.

The

* A young man, named Hierta, ran after him for the

purpofc of flopping him. But the general took him by

the
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The remainder of the garrifon of Stockholm

foon joined the troops which Guftavus had col-

lected about him. Several members of the

diet alfo came to the fupport of the king. Baroa

Rudbeck, and fame others of the mod violent

were arretted. The duke of Heffenftein, who

had been promifed by his party to be declared

regent, refufed to take the oath. But, as he

was by no means
4
dangerous, he was fuffered to

be at large on his parole.

Thofe who efpoufed the party of Guftavus,

tied a white handkerchief round their left arm.

Prefently all the inhabitants of Stockholm

adopted this fign of adherence to the king

;

and the officers of the fwedifh army wear it to

this day. The arTaffin * alfo wore it, who fince

gave him his death's wound, by a piftol-ihot

from behind.

The people ran in crowds to the king where-

ever he pafied. His majefty frequently Hopped

the arm, and faid to him with a fneer :—" My poor

*' Hierta, it muft be a different Hierta from thee to oblige

" me to give up my armsi"—For underftanding this play

upon the word, it fhould be known, that ?n the fwedifh

knguage hierta fignifies heart.

* Ankafftrcem.

I 2 f$
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to harangue them*; always recommending

order and moderation. His exhortations were

not without effect

« As foon as Guftavus had made himfc If matter

of all the pofts of the city, and was fure of the

adherence of the inhabitants and the foldiers, he

afiembled in his palace the members of the diet -,

and, after having reproached them with their

diflentions and their ambitious vanity, he con-

cluded by faying:— <: It is high time to refcue

" the fwedifh people from fervitude, and the

" throne from opprefiion. It is time to put a

" ftop to the corruption which difhonours the

" majority of thofe who fit in the diet and the

" fenate. It is notorious that they are always

{C ready to facrifice the interefts of their country

" to the gold of foreigners. If any one of you

" can deny what I advance,'' added he, as he

rofe up, " let him boldly ftand forth, and contra-

" diet me.'" No One thought fit to reply.

Guftavus then read the plan of the confti-

tution which he himfelf had drawn up. He
was heard with the profoundeft filence : and,

when he had made an end of reading, he afked

the opinion of the dates, inviting them to

* ]sjCver was a king fo fond of making fpeeches as

GufWus III ; and it muft be'confefled that it was an ait

r

'in which he particularly excelled.

deliver
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deliver their observations freely, in order to

enable him to correct whatever might be de-

fective in his plan. But not one thought fit to

produce his objections. Such as in their hearts

were moft: difinclined to the monarch, were the

moft unwilling to difclofe their fentiments.

The new conftitution was not adopted till the

fecond day after the revolution. Then it was

that Guftavus difmiffed the fenators, who, for

three days, had not been permitted to leave the

hall, where they had been detained as prifoners.

The greater part of them obtained places in the

new fenate.

All the officers who had joined the king's

party, were advanced one rank ; and decorated

with the military order. The principal inhabit-

ants of Stockholm received medals of gold or

filver, and the privilege of wearing them

fattened to the button-hole by a white ribbon.

The fubaltern officers alfo received medals,

fufpended to a blue ribbon. The foldiers were

not forgotten : Guftavus, who was very fcantily

provided with money *, gave them all that he

had to difpofe of.

* The bankers of Stockholm refufed to advance any

money to the king. One alone, named Peil, lent him all

the money he had. Guftavus never forgot the obligation.

1 3 When
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When the members of the faction in oppo-

sition to the king had recovered from their firft

confirmation, they faw, with no lefs confufion

than furprife, that in defeating them, the mo-

narch had employed but very feeble means.

It muft indeed have appeared very ftrange to

them, that at the very moment when the diet

was mailer of all the forces of the kingdom,

and filled with enlightened men, it fhould fufFer

its power to be ravifhed from ir, by a young

prince who had not above three or four hundred

foldiers j and who was thought to be of a very

frivolous character,

One of the men whom the revolution afflicted

mod was count Oftermann, minifler of Ruffia.

It deprived him of a great part of his influence;

and,. in order to regain it, he was continually

encouraging the difaffected to rid themfdves of

the king's authority, to draw out the regiments

that had remained faithful to them, and to con-

voke, a new diet in fome one of the remote

provinces.

The turbulent chiefs of the Caps were but

too much inclined to adopt thefe dangerous

mcafures. Guilavus was apprehenfive of it$

and therefore had recourfe to artifice for re-

preffing his factious fubjects. He caufed a

report
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report to be circulated, that a very confiderable

body of troops, under the orders of general

Sprengporten, was juft arrived within a few

miles of Stockholm ; and for feveral days fuc-

ceffively, he fent off boats loaded with pro-

vifions for thefe fictitious troops. At length

the winds permitted Sprengporten to leave the

coafts of Finland, and to bring to Guftavus a

detachment from the garrifon of Sweaborg

:

but at his arrival he found that all was already

quiet at Stockholm.

The provinces foon followed the example of

the capital. The regiment of Upland, called

by the diet, was ready to enter into Stockholm.

General Ramfay went alone to meet itj and

notwithstanding the refolution of feveral of the

officers, carried his point in obliging it to take

the oath of fidelity to the king *. The duke

of Sudermania, and the duke of Oftrogothja*

brothers of the monarch, had been difpatched

to different parts of the kingdom, and found no

difficulty in confirming the troops in their ad-

herence to the royal caufe. General Pefchlin

* It was at firft intended to arreft general Ramfay.- But

an old and brave enfign, named Normelin, much beloved bf
the foldiers, determined them to take the oath ; and the

-afficers were drawn on by their example. '

i 4 was
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was the only perfon who ftarted any fcruples

:

he was arrefted by the major of his own regi-

ment; and the duke of Oftrogothia received

orders to fend him prifoner to the caftle of

Gripfholm *.

The money that Guftavus received from

France f, ferved to ftrengthen his party, and

to diminifh the influence of Ruflia ; who was

not backward however in diftributing rubles

among her adherents. Catharine heard with

indignation the news of the change that had

been brought about, in a country which fhe

was continually dividing, in order to fubjugate

at one time or other. She gave orders to count

Oftermann to take meafures for reftoring the

government which Guftavus had overturned.

The minifter fet his agents to work with an

impetuous ardour; but his efforts were ineffec-

tual. Some explanations which he had with

* He was confined in the fame apartment that had been

the prifon of the ferocious Erick XIV ; and on the floor

of it is ftill to be feen, the track worn by the Heps of that

unfortunate king, by inceffantly walking backwards and

forwards from one corner of the room to the other.

f Hitherto the minifters of France in Sweden had ex^

pended confiderable fums of money, in what were denomi-

nated fecret fetvices. This money was afterwards given

direclly to the king.

Guftavus.
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Guftavus were terminated with harfhnefs ; and

at the commencement of 1776, Ruffia having

fitted out a fleet of gallies ft ^m Cronftadt, an

alarm was immediately raifed at Stockholm,

Guftavus fent to demand what might be the

caufe of this armament. He was anfwered in

a manner by no means fatisfaclory. The gal-

lies did not proceed to aCt againft Sweden ; but

the uneafinefs of the king did not therefore

fubfide. Ar length, wifhing to know what were

the real intention^ of the court of Ruffia, he

came to the refolution of going himfelf to con-

fer with the emprefs.

On the 1 6th of June 1777, he arrived at

St. Peterfourg, under the name of the count

of Gothland, and accompanied by count Ulrik

Schefrer, count von Polfe, Monck, with feveral

others of his courtiers. Only baron von Nol-

ken, his ambaflador at the court of Ruffia,

had been apprifed of the voyage. Guftavus

alighted at this minifter's hotel, and prefently

after made a vifit to count Panin.

The emprefs was at Tzarfko-felo. Guftavus

went thither in the afternoon, and had an inter-

view with her majefty, in which they difplayed

to each other a cordiality equally feigned on both

fides.

Sumptuous
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Sumptuous entertainments were laviilied pn

the fwedifh monarch. The emprefs was re-

folded to give him a high idea of the magnifi-

cence and pleasures of her court. She ofteo

difcourfed with him, ftudied his character with

her ufual penetration ; and, before many days

had elapfed, plainly perceived that prefumption

was his principal defe<ft.

Having made this difcovery, Catharine di-

rectly propofed to reap advantage from it,

by inducing Guftavus to embark in fome dan-

gerous enterprife. His qualities, more mining

than folid, his affability, the pleafures he was

ever providing for his court, gained him the

love of his people j but one moment's impru-

dence might leflen him in their efteem, and

even render him odious in their fight. The

emprefs endeavoured to haften that moment

in the following manner.

Converfing one day with Guftavus, her ma-

jefty fpoke ofthe obftacles frequently experienced

by fovereigns in their attempts to improve the

civilization of their dominions, by introducing

fome alterations in the drefs, the cuftoms, and

the manners of the nation. She obferved that it

•was not only difficult to bring about thefe

changes, but extremely hazardous to think of

fucceeding



EMPRESS CATHARINE II. I2J

iiicceeding in too abrupt a manner. She faid,

with reafon, that mankind, being in general the

flaves of habit, they beheld with averfion every

new inftitution j and, in favour of her opinion,

me omitted not to cite the example of Peter the

great, and the refiftance oppofed to that legis-

lator when he only wanted to induce the Ruffians

to cut off their beards.

Guftavus replied, that if fovereigns failed of

fuccefs in the changes they were defirous of

making, it was doubtlefs rather their own fault

than that of the people ; and that, how much

foever the latter were attached to their habits,

they would willingly faerifice them to the

monarch who had the art of making himfelf

beloved. He remarked that mankind were lefs

attached to their habits than to their fortunes,

and their life j and that they would neverthelefs

frequently expofe both the one and tne other

from attachment to their fovereign.

—

ff But,'*

added he, " in all things there is a proper feafon

" which muft be fkilfully feized. When we \tt

" it flip, it is for want of attention ; and then the

" fuccefs does not correipond with our efforts.

" There is alfo a certain manner of executing:

tc a defign ; and it was becaufc Peter the great

" had neither that manner nor the attention

« neceffary for feizing the tide of affairs, that

s< he
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• c he experienced the difficulties which the

" emprefs has juft been noticing."

Catharine produced additional reafons in fup-

port of what (he had before adduced. She

prolonged the difcuffion till Guftavus began to

imagine his felf-love was concerned to prove his

affertions by facts : whereupon (he defied him to

prevail on the iwedifh nation to adopt a new

mode of drefs.

The monarch accepted the challenge : and

fome time after his return to Sweden, he intro-

duced the theatrical drefs that is (till continued

to be worn at the court of Stockholm. He did

not indeed enforce the alteration by a law. He
contented himielf with directing a letter to

the governors of the provinces, in which he

recommended them to employ no other methods

but thofe of gentlenefs and perfuafion. He
fpecioufly pretended, that the fantaftic habit of

his own invention was fimilar to that of the

antient Swedes. At the fame time he took care

to propofe it only to the courtiers, the public

functionaries, the military, and the burghers

:

the inferior clafs of the people were not even

invited to put it on *. It was, however, partly

adopted by them.

* This habit is at prefent fcarcely worn except at court.

During the time the author was at Stockholm, he very rarely

faw it in private companies.

The
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The vifit that' Guftavus made to Peterfburg

by no means augmented his efteem for the

emprefs, and confirmed her majefty in the

defire of humbling this young and turbulent

rival. However, as he had been received at

Peterfburg with all the fplendour and magnifi-

cence peculiar to that court ; the prefents on his

taking leave were in the fame grand flyle with

the entertainment; and the jewels of the eaftern

world loft no part of their luftre in the frozen

regions of the north.

The autumn was attended with a moft dread-

ful calamity to the city and neighbourhood of

Peterfburg. It is a fault in the fituation of that

city, that it is liable to inundations 9 but that

which now happened was by far more exteniive

and destructive than any thing of the fort which

had ever been known before *.

It had feemed for fome years paft as if voy-

ages to Peterfburg were the falhion. Shortly

after the departure of the king of Sweden, the

waves of the gulph of Finland had the honour to

waft to the mouth of the Neva the magnificent

yacht of no lefs a perfonage than the duchefs oi

Kingfton, famed for her beauty, her wit, her

* The precautions for the prevention of fuch fatal effe&a

from frmilar accidents in future have been already men-

tioned, vql. ii. p. 400. in fpeaking of the police regulations.

luxury,
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luxury, and her licentious adventures. This

lady thought herfelf not unworthy of living at

the court of Catharine j and ihe was received by

that monarch with marks of the mod gracious

condefcenfion, who afTured her, at the fame

time, that her vefftl having fuffered in the late

violent tempeft on her coafts, the laws of hofpi-

tality required that it fhould be completely

refitted by her people, and at the imperial

expence. Accordingly, all its ftores and fump-

tuous furniture were brought on more, and

lodged in the apartments of the admiralty, till

the winter had fet in ; when, with the labour of

fome hundreds of people, and by means of levers

and engines conftructed for the purpofe, the

yacht was lifted on the ice, in which fituation it

was reftored to its former condition. In the

mean time, the duchefs, inftead of exhibiting

that dignity of behaviour and elegance of man-

ners which might have been expected from

a perfon of fuch exalted rank, feemed at times,

by oftentatious difplays of her wealth, to rival

the entertainments of the palace ; and at others,

behaved with fuch fervility and meannefs, as to

excite univerfal contempt : the emprcfs with-

drew her attentions j and, uneafy in the neglect

and obfcurity in which fhe was funk, the difap-

pointed. pe^refs fet out for Italy, where me was

13 furc
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lure of not wanting lefs haughty companions and

idolatrous parafites.

Since the election of khan Sahim-Gueray,

the difturbances of the Krimea had been conti-

nually increafing. The Turks, incenfed at the

flight of Doulet, abandoned his caufe, and let

up Selim-Gueray in his place. Thus there were

at that time two new khans ; one fupported by

the Turks, and the other by the Ruffians. The
latter, who had it in view to deliver the whole

ICrimea to the khan under their protection, in-

order the more eafily to deipoil him of it, fur-

nimed him with a guard compofed of their own

ibldiers : the Tartars were jealous of this guard.,

fell upon it by furprife, and Slaughtered the

greater part with their fabres.

177 8. Little was wanting before to bring the

contending empires to a complete rupture -

3 this-

then afforded ample caufe for an open declaration

of war. The emprefs immediately difpatchecj.

frefh troops into the Krimea. Prince Prozo-

roffsky, who was placed at their head, attacked

the Tartars who oppofed Sahim-Gueray, and

gave them a total defeat. His competitor

Selim was forced to flee, and take refuge in the

mountains.

During this time Stafchieff, minifter from

Ruflia to Conftantinople, was follicmng the

Porte
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Porte to acknowledge Sahim-Guerayj but the

Porte, adhering to its engagements, and parti-

cularly to its oriental pride, refolved to aflcrt the

caufe of Stlim.

Marfhal Romantzoff then gave the divan to

know, that the Krimea had put itfelf under the

protection of Rufiia, and that the emprefs would

rather re-kindie the flames of war, than abandon

Sahim-Gueray. This haughty meflage was but

ill-fuited to gain the concurrence of the Turks;

they feemed exafperated at it, and refolute to

put the diipute to the decifion of the fword.

But they were reflrained by a foreign influence.

One ambaffaaor of France * had induced them

to enter into the preceding war : his f fuccefTor

prevented them from engaging in a new one.

When the ruffian miniftcr was taking his leave

of Constantinople, the greater part of the ulemas

and the riglialis, of whom the divan was com-

pofed, were averfe to the meafure.

The minifters of the other powers were at the

fame time bufy in negotiating with the divan

;

and that council continued wavering between

the divers impulnons it received. Perceiving

the tardinefs and indecifion of the Ottomans,

the Ruffians renewed their activity. Ey means

M. de Vergennes. f M. de Saint-Pried.

of
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of prefents and promifes they gained new parti-

fans in the Krim, and concluded by making them-

felves matters of that country, while they talked

of nothing but its independence. However, by-

preparing for war, they endeavoured to prevent

it. Marfhal Romantzoff had an interview with

the famous capudan pafha j but found it imprac-

ticable to come to any terms of accommodation.

They parted diffatisfied with each other.

The emprefs relied on an affiflance which fhe

alone feemed able to procure. She had obtained

from the fovereign of Perfia, Kerim-khan, the

promife of attacking the Turks in Afia, while

fhe prefled upon them in Europe ; but the death

of that prince, who was affaffinated by one of

his officers, faved the Ottomans from a double

aggreffion.

Catharine was more fuccefsful in the meafures

fhe took for fecuring peace. The divifions

which harafled Germany on account of the fuc-

ceffion of Bavaria, and the war which hadjuft

broke out between England and France, left no

leifure to thofe powers to take any great concern

in the contend between the Turks and the

Ruffians. Even thofe who had induced the

former to take up arms, advifed them to lay

them down, defirous that Ruffia fhould be at

liberty to make common caufe with them.

vol. in. k In
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In the mean time the divan continued ftili

undetermined. The people of Conftantinople

called out for war; they even broke out in

murmurs againft the capudan pafha for return-

ing to the fea of Marmara without having fought

the Ruffians*

The ruffian minifter StafchiefF was attacked

on the road not far from Conftantinople by two

galiongis or turkifh failors, with the intent to kill

him. The capudan pafha caufed them to be

feized and ftrangled on the fpot : but their horrid

attempt was a fufficient indication of the difpo-

fitions of the multitude.

The Turks could not eafily prevail on them-

felves to pardon Ruffia for her fucceffes and her

invasions, as inceffantly recalling to their mind

their multiplied defeats and the humiliating

peace they had been forced to fign. They

could not behold with complacency the Ruffians

almoft entirely mailers of the Euxine, difplaying

their flag even under the walls of Conftantinople,

and extending their flouriihing commerce from

fea to fea. The independence of the Krimea

was a fubjecl of grief: its fubjugation to the

Ruffians exceeded their patience.

Some other differences had arifen between the

court of Petersburg and the Ottoman Porte.

By the lad treaty of peace the Ruffians had

obtained
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obtained feveral privileges for the greek cnrift-

ians difperfed in great numbers throughout the

extenfive countries of Moldavia and Vallachia.

From that period feveral inhabitants of the

oppofite more of the Danube, who profefled the

greek religion, abandoned their country to go

over into the provinces where toleration pre-

vailed. All thefe chriftians were far more at-

tached to the power to which they were indebted

for the new advantages they enjoyed, than to

that by which they had fo long been oppreiied.

Ruflia was aiming at more : me was fecretly

practifing means for rendering them entirely

independent on the Porte ; and for carrying that

point fhe began by infilling that the princes or

governors * of Moldavia and Vallachia mould

not be liable to be depofed on any pretence

whatever.

This affranchifement appeared no lefs unjuft

inthe eyes of the Turks, than the ceffion of the

Krimea. However, the firft meafures taken by

the ambafiador of France had not been without

effecl. Thofe which followed were attended by

ftill greater fuccefs. He prevailed on the divan

to releafe leveral ruffian veffels, which, for more

than a year, had been detained in the turkifh

* They bear the title of defpots,

k 2 harbours^
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harbours ; and not long afterwards a new treaty

was figned * by his mediation.

1779. ^n purfuance of this treaty, the Ruf-

fians defifted from fome of their exaggerated

claims in regard to the provinces of Moldavia

and Vallachia, as well as of the Krimea, which

they promifed to evacuate. The Porte granted

thofe of its fubjects who profefTed the greek

religion the privileges to which they laid claim.

It acknowledged the independence ofthe Krimea,

and the fovereignty of khan Sahim-Gueray, and

ilill farther enlarged the privilege that had

already been granted the Ruffians to navigate

the ottoman feas.

The zeal Ihewn by the french ambaflador to

accelerate the fignature of this treaty was founded

on the willies of his court to deprive Great

Britain of the fupport it derived from Rufiia.

The attempt was crowned with fuccefs. The

clofe alliance that had fo long fubfifted between

London and Peterfburg, if not broke off, was

at leaft greatly weakened ; and the French were

fecure from feeing in arms againft them a power

which flood indebted to them for its peace.

Catharine was fo fatisfied with this peace, that

fhe fent magnificent prefents both to her minifter

* The 21ft of March 1779.

at
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at Constantinople and to the ambaflador of

France * : the former of whom alfo prefented

to the grand fignor and the favourite lultana

jewels to the amount of 30 .. ,000 rubles in value.

The grand vizir and the principal members of

the divan were likewiie favoured with tefti-

monies of her munificence and that of Potem-

kin f.

Great reafon the emprefs undoubtedly had to

congratulate herfelf on a treaty which left ner at

* The ruffian mjnifter Stafchieff received a property in

land, on which were 1000 peafants. M. de Saint-Prieft

was decorated with the order of St. Andrew, with the liar

of it compofed of diamonds. The empi-efs alfo fent him

her portrait fet with brilliants, as well as fome remarkably

fine furs, and a fuperb folitaire for madame de Saint-Prieft ;

the whole together valued at 50,000 rubles. M. de Saint-

Prieft received, befides, three bills of exchange of at leaft

5000 rubles each, and has fince had a penfion fettled on

him of 6000 rubles. Being at Stockholm at the commence-

ment of 1793, he put an advertifement in the gazette, iig-

nifying, that he had diamonds to difpofe of to the amount

of 14,000 rix-dollars. Upon this there appeared bills ftuck

up in various parts of the city, announcing :—'* Political

*' forfeits to be fold, to the value of 14,000 rix-dollars. To
" inquire of the count de Saint-Prieft."

•f
Potemkin, who had lately been created prince of the

holy roman empire, wrote a letter of thanks to M. de Saint-

Prieft, and another to the grand vizir, to whom he alfo fent

a watch fet with diamonds.

k 3. liberty
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liberty to indulge, without righting, her ever-

increafing views of invafion, and in her fchemes

of extending the commerce of her vaft domi-

nions ! The inequality of climate, the defect of

population, and the unproductivenefs of a part

of the foil, are no impediments to the immenfe

refources afforded by thefe countries to com-

merce. Situated in Europe and in Afia, the

Ruffians may eafily traffic with all the world.

The Cafpian ferves them as a communication

with Perfia and India; the fea of Azoff and

the Euxine open to them a channel for the con-

veyance of the productions of the north into the

Mediterranean, and fpr bringing to the north thofe

of the Levant ; Kamtchatka on one fide offers

them a way to America, and on the other to

China and Japan : in a word, the White Sea

and the Baltic afford them a correspondence

with moft of the nations of Europe, to which

their commerce is become indifpenfable.

Free to navigate fo many feas, and domi-

natrix of ibme, Catharine could not endure that

any other power mould pretend to a right of

maftery in them ; and one of the caufes that

contributed to detach her from the Englifli

was, the jealoufy they railed in her bread,

by attempting to force from every power

an
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an acknowledgment of the fuperiority of their

flag.

Neverthelefs the commerce with the 'Englifh

was too advantageous to the emprefs, to admit

of her confenting to lofe it. While (he refufed

them afiiftance, (he was opprefling t^em with

civilities. While me Calmly locked on as they

were loling a part of their colonies, fhe invited

them to come and fetch from her ports, the

products they could no longer obtain from the

continent of America ; and was delighted to fee

their veffels arrive at Archangel in greater num-

bers from year to year.

She welcomed, at the fame time, the ame-

rican fhips; and, in oppofition to the folicit-

ations of the britifh minifter, fhe granted them

the free navigation of the Baltic.

A few years before *, fhe had concluded

with the court of Verfailles, a treaty in virtue

whereof a french factory was to be eftablifhed

at Archangel ; but the French, whofe com-

mercial views were directed almoft entirely

towards the Antilles, derived no advantage from

that permiffion. In time they perhaps may

learn, that the commerce of the north, lefs

* In 1766, the marquis de Beauflet was at that time

jiiinifter from France to St. Peter/burg.

K 4 destructive
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deftruttive than that of the burning climes,

makes them lucrative offers, if not fo brilliant,

at leaft on terms more equal and more lure.

We have pafled over a great number of ban-

quets and grand entertainments given by the

emprcfs in the courfe of the prefent and the

foregoing years ; as well as fome other events

of inferior moment to thofe that have been de-

fcribed. We are (till in time to mention a few

of them.

The anniverfary of the acceffion of the em-

prefs to the throne, and the birth-day of the

grand duke *, were celebrated with extraor-

dinary magnificence ; and fignalifed by a nu-

merous promotion of general officers.

Catharine alfo celebrated, with pomp, the

feveral festivals of her orders of chivalry j and

confented to difcharge the functions of fovereign

of the order of the Bath, by conferring the

badges of that order on fir James Harris f , to

whom they had been fent by the britifh mo-

narch.

After having flruck him on the moulder with

a fword richly (et with diamonds, and having

faid, conformably with the ftatutes of the or-

der :

—

<f Au nom de Dieu, foyez bon et loyal

* The 9th July. f Now lord Malmefbury.

<( cheva-
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" chevalier,"—fhe prefented him with the

fword, addrefling him in thefe words :
—" Pour

" vous temoigner combien je fuis contente de

cf vous, je vous fais prefent de l'epee avec

cc laquelle je vous ai imprime le carac~tire de

" chevalier *."

Some few days before f, the emprefs had

given a grand entertainment in honour of the

fea- fight at Tfchefme, and the burning of

the turkifh fleet. On this occafion a fuperb

mafquerade and fupper were given in the fum-

mer-gardens J j at which the company remained

till very late in the enfuing morning.

During

* " In the name of God, be a good and loyal knight."

—" To teftify how well I am fatisfied with you, I make you

' a prefent of the fword with which I have ftamped you

" with the order of knighthood." Precifely the fame

ceremony was obferved at the knighting of Sir Charles Whit-

worth in 1795.

f On the feaft of St. John.

J This fingular denomination feems not, as fome have

fuppofed, to have been adopted from the cool and fhady

walks, or in contradiilin£tion to the winter-garden at;

the palace ; but probably it was formerly called the garden

of the fummer-palace, from whence by corruption it has rot

its prefent name. It properly belonged to the imperial

fummer-palace, which was a large wooden pile of building,

and has been entirely taken down by the emperor Paul, hav-

ing
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During the reign of Catharine, the richer

and fplcndor of the ruffian court furpaffed the

powers

ing long been unworthy of its appellation, but was at times

frequented by Catharine for a few days, on removing earlier

than ufual from her fummer-retreat at Tzarfko-felo. The

gardens, which are now entirely devoted to the ufe of the

public, are not indeed very fpacious ; but notwithstanding

the uniformity of the dutch tafte in which they are laid outj

they contain fome interefling parts. The beautiful walks*

{haded by old venerable lime and linden-trees, afford an

agreeable refuge from the oppreffive heats of the long fum-

mer days, and fuch a glorious view of the Neva as perhaps

is not to be matched in the moft fplendid towns of Europe-

The eye of the connoiffeur is likewife not without its grati-

fication. Some of the principal walks have ftatues of

marble and alabafter at proper intervals along the fides,

brought from Italy in fome of the former reigns. But the

fineft pieces of art are contained in a grotto, which now only

fpeaks its antient magnificence by its ruins. Facing this

grotto are two ftatues by Conradini : Religion and Faith, to

which the judges of the art affign an honourable place among

the ctiriofities of the refidence. They are female figures in

wet drapery, with their faces veiled ; and the noble ideal

form juft appearing through the marble vefture, fills the be-

holder with the more charming amazemeut as his imagina-

tion completes the forms, which in the reprefentation are

only as it were fuggefted by a ftandard not attainable

in reality. Thefe excellent pieces and other choice pro-

ductions of the italian chifel fecm here, with the grotto, to

be configned to oblivion and the admiration of fpectators of

tafte.
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powers of defcription : it united the profufion

of afiatic pomp with the ingenious invention

ofeuropean luxury. On court-days, and more

particularly on feftivais, a very great multi-

tude of perfonages furrounded the emprefs,

fome going before, and fome following her;

whofe rich and fparkiing clothes were covered

with a prodigality of precious ftones. This

produced an effecl:, of which the brilliancy of

other courts can only give a faint idea.

tafte. Not fo another ftatue, which obtrudes itfelf upon the

view in the principal walk : Luxury, reprefented by a female

without any drapery, Handing in a bold attitude, and

which, playing the wanton, with alluring fmiles, may be

farther defcribed, as the porcupine has been by the poeti

Sefejaculus, fefe arcus, fefeque pharetra.

Thefe gardens are always much frequented during the fum-

mer, by all whofe • bulinefs or inclination keeps them in

town. But their molt brilliant days are at Whitfuntide,

when all people of fafhion and the public in general make it

a fort of duty to affemble in them. At this feafon perfons

of quality of both fexes even forfake their country feats, to

figure in the grand allee of the fummer-gardens, where

all are dreffed as at the opera and chapeau bas. Thofe who

do not choofe to appear in the height of the fafhion, con-

fine themfdves to the fide-walks. The granite columns

and iron work erefted by Catharine the fecond at the entrance

to thefe gardens, are a monument of her tafle, and at

prefent has not its equal in the world.

The
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The court-drefs for the men, was a coat

a la frangaife ; and for the ladies, a gown and

whalebone boddice ; the former with long

fleeves, and a fhort train, of a different colour

from the boddice. The ladies, in general,

drefTed according to the prevailing modes at

Paris. Among the difplays of luxury exhibited

by the ruffian nobility, nothing is more ftriking

to foreigners, than that vaft quantity of dia-

monds and precious ftones of which we have

juft fpoken ; and the rather as in the other

countries of Europe diamonds and jewels are

peculiarly appropriated to the ftately appearance

of ladies. Here men and women feemed to

have challenged one another who fhould be

moll loaded with diamonds. This exprefllon

is not exaggerated; for numbers of the prin-

cipal people of fafhion were almoft covered

with them : their buttons, their buckles, the

fcabbards of their fwords, their epaulets, con-

fided of diamonds; and many perfons even

wore a triple row of precious ftones round the

border of their hat. This paffion for jewels

had even defcended to the rank of private

individuals, who are fond of aping the great j

and yet, after all, are but common people : in

tliis clais of people were families who porTerled

as many diamonds as the nobles. The wife of

a ruffian
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a ruffian burgher would bring her unhappy huf-

band to ruin, only that fhe might make her

appearance with a head-drefs or girdle of pearls

or precious ftones, to the value of fome thoufand

rubles.

On the grand ceremonial days, it was the

cuftom of the emprefs to dine in public. On
thefe occafions fhe ufually wore a diamond-

crown of immenfe value ; the ribbons of St.

Andrew and of St. George both over one moul-

der, with the collars of St. Alexander Nefsky,

St. Catharine, and St. Vladimir, and two ftars,

one above the other, on her bread ; as grand-

mafter of the two firft-mentioned orders : with

all which, it may well be imagined, the em-
prefs made a mining appearance. The courtiers

followed the example of the fovereign ; and k
may be fafely affirmed, that no court in Eu-

rope, that of Spain not excepted, was equally

brilliant.

From the mention of thefe decorations it is

feen, that in Ruffia there are five orders of

chivalry : St. Andrew, St. Catharine, St. Alex-

ander Nefsky, and St. Vladimir. To thefe

muft be added, the order of St. Anne of Hol-

ftein i which, however, the emprefs never con-

ferred, leaving that prerogative to the grand

4 duke
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duke as duke of Holftein. The three firft

were inftituted by Peter the great : the order

of St. Andrew', in ifrotf, in order to animate

the nobility, in -his war againft the Turks ;

choofing that faint as patron of the order, from

the ruffian tradition, that St. Andrew introduced

chriftianityamong them. The knights of this

order, among whom were the kings of Sweden

and Poland, wear the figure of the faint on an

enamelled crofs, formed by the imperial eagle

:

at the corners of the crofs are the four letters,

S. A. P. R. Sanctus Andreas Patronus Ruffiae ;

and in the middle an A. the initial of the em-

prefs Anne, who framed the ftatutes and affigned

the habit of the order. The feaft is held on

the 30th of November. In 1790 it had 63

knights.

The order of St. Catharine was inftituted in

17 14, in memory of the affiftance received by

Peter I. from his confort, in the camp on the

Pruth. Thofe writers who pretend that this

order is worn by both {exts } are miftaken : it is

beftowed only on ladies ; and among them are

feveral of diftinguifhed fhtion in Germany.

They wear a narrow red ribband, edged with

filver, to which the figure of the faint is fuf-

pended, fet with diamonds, and a filver liar

of
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of eight points, on the left bread, with the

infcription, Amore et fidelitate.. In 1790 their

number was 25. A %

.

The order of St. Alexander. Nefsky was in—

ftituted by Catharine I. in 1725. The badge

is a golden eight-pointed ftar, enamelled with

red, with the figure of St. Alexander in armour,

on horfeback. At the four corners of the crofs

are as many gold fpread-eagles, crowned. A
broad, deep red, watered ribbon is worn over

the left fhoulder -, the motto is in ruffian cha-

racters, which fignify, For labour and patriotifm.

The feaft is held on the 30th of Auguft. The
monarch, as grand-mafter, and the knights,

attend mafs at the Kafan church, at 1 1 o'clock,

from whence they go a pilgrimage, on foot, to

the monaftery of the faint, ficuate at the diftance

of three verfts; where, at the filver fhrine of

St. Alexander, they attend mafs again, and then

return to the winter-palace, where they partake

of a, fumptuous dinner, under a difcharge of

cannon. The whole foot-way, from the Kafan

church to the Nefsky monaftery, is laid with

boards, covered with red cloth. However, for

feveral years, latterly, the emprefs has gone the

evening before the feftival, to the monaftery,

and made her devotions, as the knights do on

the
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the day of the order. In the year 1790 they

amounted to 122.

Catharine II. founded the two orders of St.

George and St. Vladimir. The former, in

1769, is a military order, and divided into

four claries. Its badges are a black ribbon,

with a George and dragon *. Its holiday is the

26th of November. In 1790, this order was

worn, of the firft clafs by 8, of the fecond

by 11, of the third by 46, and of the fourth

by 496 knights.

The order of St. Vladimir; or, as it is in the

patents, of the prince equal to an apoftle Vla-

dimir, was inftituted by her late majefly the

2 2d of September 1782, her 20th coronation-

day. Its chapter is held in the church of St.

Sophia. The badges, an eight-pointed ftar,

interchangeably of gold and filver, having a red

area, bearing a crofs, with the ruffian letters,

C. P. K. B. Svatago Ravnoapoftelnago Kn*efa

Vladimira, i. e. the holy apoftle-like prince

Vladimir. Round it the words: Pol/a, Tjchejl

i Slava> Utility, Honour, and Fame : with a

ribbon of two black and one red ftripes. The

number of knights in 1790 was 716.

* See before, vol. ii. p. 319.

The
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The holftein order of St. Anne, founded by

Charles Frederic duke of Holftein, in 1735, in

honour of his confort the ruffian princefs Anna,

has for its badge a red enamelled crofs, having on

one fide the figure of St. Anne, on the other

the letters, A. I. P. F. Amantibus Jujlitiam,

Pietatem, Fidem, fufpended to a broad red

ribbon, edged with yellow, worn over the

right moulder, with an embroidered ftar on the

breaft. In 1790 it was worn by 2,14 knights.

The number of knights therefore, of all the

fix ruffian orders, at the beginning of 1790,

was 1487.

Befides thefe, there were ladies of the por-

trait, who wore the miniature of the emprefs>

fet with diamonds.

During the winter, the emprefs gave mafque-

rades at the palace, to which perfons of all

ranks might come. Sometimes the number of

tickets given out was 8000. On hearing thisa

it might be fuppofed that the crowd would be

uncommonly great; but that was not the cafe :

twenty magnificent halls, fplendidly illumi-

nated, afforded fufficient room to all this multi-

tude. In the middle of one of thefe fpacious

apartments was an inclofure, made by a low

baluftrade, more adorned than all the reft : this

vol, in, & was
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was appropriated to the nobility and the

motley-coloured group of courtiers. One ele-

gant room, called the Apollo, able to contain a

confiderably greater number of people than the

great room at Ranelagh, and of an oval form,

was appropriated to thofe burghers who had not

been prefented at court : in another, where tea

and other refrefhments were feryed, were card-

tables, at which all perfons might fit down with-

out ceremony. Every one was at liberty to

keep on his mafic or to lay it afide. The nobi-

lity univerfally wore dominos.

The Ruffians of the inferior clafTes at thefe

balls wore the ufual dreffes of their refpeclive

provinces ; only fomewhat more decorated than

common. Thefe various habits, fome of which

were extremely lingular, produced a greater

diverfity of figures, than ever the richeft

imagination invented in the mafquerades of

other countries. Yet here were never feen

fuch groups of mafqueraders as are met with in

Italy, Spain, and Conftantinople ; where one

company, for example, reprefents a village-

wedding, or a paffage from the national hiflory,

or a dramatical piece of fatire aimed at fome

particular perfon of the court. Her majefty

appeared commonly at thefe balls, as on the

other
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Other occafions already mentioned, at about

feven in the evening, and retired at about

eleven.

But, to proceed with our hiftory. Catharine,

who now thought herfelf at the eve of a new

war with the Turks, was defirous of animating

by her prefence the zeal of her. mariners.

Accordingly, embarking in a yacht at Peter-

hoff, fhe went on board the fquadron then

cruifing between Cronftadt and Krafha-gorca.

Admiral Barfch, who commanded this fqua-

dron, as well as his officers, received feveral

marks of the monarch's approbation.

A great part of the city of Tver being con-

fumed by fire, the emprefs immediately granted

to the inhabitants whofe houfes were burnt, a

relief of 100,000 rubles.

Petersburg, at this time, experienced a dif-

after which the bounty of the fovereign could

not repair. One of the farmers of the brandy-

duties *, who had made an immenfe fortune by

his

* A german author gives the following information con-

cerning the immenfe confumption of fpirituous liquors in the

north. The diftillery forms a confiderable part of the

internal commerce and of the revenues of Ruffia.-—Thefe

fpirituous liquors are diftinguifhed into three forts ; that

diftilled from corn, that of Dantzick, and thofe of France

and Spain. The common people of Ruffia ufe only the fit ft

1. 2 fort.



148 HFE OF THZ

his contract, propofed to give a feafi: to th«

inhabitants of the city, in teftimony of his

gratitude to thofe who had contributed to en-

rich him. The victuals, the beer, the brandy,

which he caufed to be ferved, cod him 20,000

rubles. The populace flocked in crowds to

the place adjoining to the fummer-gardens,

where he gave this enormous repaft; and, in

fpite of the precautions that had been taken,

difturbances foon arofe among fuch a number

of guefts. The contentions firft began about

fort. All the nobles have the right to diilil it : but they

may not fell it. The emprefs referred that privilege to her-

felf. The confumption of this brandy amounts to 12

millions of vedroes per annum. The government ought to

gain, upon the fale of this quantity, 24 millions of rubles

;

whereas it really gains only five ; that is to fay : three arifmg

from the governments of Peterfburg and Mofco, and two

from Siberia and the other provinces ; the furplus of the profit

being detained by the fraudulent contractors.—Foreigners*

and the nobility, confumc only the brandy of Dantzick*

and thofe of France and Spain, which are preferred. The

purchafe-money of the contract of this latter, which ex-

pired in 2774, amounted to 116,000 rubles. The profit

on it to the farmers was 760,000 rubles. Their privilege

allowed them to import it only in ankers : but, inftead of

brandy, they procured fpirits of wine, which they mixed

with water. They moreover engaged merchants to import

brandy ; and the importation-dues which they received hav«

often arifen to 200,000 rubles,

the
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the places and the better kinds of provifion

ifpread upon the board j from ftruggles and

noife they proceeded to blows. Several per-

fons were killed 5 others became fo intoxicated,

that they fell afleep in the ftreets, and perifhed

by the feverity of the froft. The number of

perfons who loft their lives amounted in all to

at leaft 500.

Catharine, amidft the military and political

cares that crowded on her mind, always found

time for peaceful inftitutions and pleafares.

That the emprefs was even an authorefs is well

known. She fometimes took up the pen; but

it was always to inllrutt and to improve. Her
Cf Inftruction for 'the code of laws," on which

fuch general praife has fo juftly been bellowed*

the generality of her ordinances, manifeftos.,

«&c. were all, during the whole of her long

reign, compofed and drawn . up by herfelf.

Amidft the perplexities of a thoufand different

affairs, fhe threw her thoughts upon paper with

great facility ; for her mind was ever cheerful

and even: witnefs her printed" letters in feveral

languages. One great aim of illumination fhe

promoted by her comedies, in which fanaticifm^

fuperftition, and enthufiafm, were properly

attacked, both with ferioufnefs and ridicule.

Happy the country where reafon has the voice

of the monarch on her fide I One word from

L 3 iucii
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fucfi lips is of more confequence than the moft

folid demonstrations ; which folly, after all, can-

not comprehend, and to which vanity will never

hearken.

But there were other amufements to which

Catharine remained ever attached. Though

flie frequently changed her lover, her difpofi-

tion to love was always uniform. The fervian

Zoritch had fixed it for a twelvemonth, in

which time he had received confiderable pre-

fents, and the rank of major-general. Potem-

kin was neither jealous of the fortune nor the

favours enjoyed by Zoritch. On the contrary,

he gave him his fupport, fearing left his place

might be filled by fome more dangerous man.

Catharine herfelf feemed daily more fatisfied

with her favourite. But all at once fne gave

him orders to quit the court.

Zoritch immediately ran and complained to

Potemkinj who had the affurance to afk the

emprefs for what reafon fhe had difcarded her

humble friend ?—" I was fond of him yefter-

* c day, and to-day I am not," replied the em-

prefs. if Perhaps, if he were fomewhat more
" informed, I might love him (till. But his

,f ignorance puts me to the blufli. He can

* c fpeak no other language than rufs. Let him
Sf travel into France and England to learn

4{ foreign languages."

Potemkin
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Potemkin refpedted the caprice of the fove-

reign. Zoritch fet out for France *.

The fame day Potemkin, bufy in looking out

for a fucceflbr to Zoritch, and going to pafs the

evening at the hermitage, perceived with afto-

niihment behind the chair of Catharine a cham-

berlain of whom he had not the leaft knowledge.

It was Rimfky Korzakoff. From the humble

rank of a ferjeant of the guards, Korzakoff had

been fuddenly railed to that of aid-de-camp-

general to the emprefs, and honoured with all

thofe marks of bounty which the generofity of

that princefs ufually conferred on her favourites.

Korzakoff was endowed with a handfome

figure, and was of a very elegant ftature ; but

having neither talents nor attainmencs, he was

no more capable than Zoritch of making attacks

on the influence and authority of prince Po-

temkin. One Jingle fact will fuffice to delineate

his character. As foon as he had obtained .the

place of favourite, he thought that a man like

him, among the other arrangements in his

houfe, ought neceflarily to provide himfelf with

* Zoritch fpent fome time at Paris, in the hotel of

M. Simolin, "the ruffian ambaffador. At prefent he lives at

Schkloff, a fmall town in the government of MohilefF in

White Ruffia, on the Dnieper ; where he has a theatre, and

lives at an enormous expence. With an annual income of

200,000 rubles, he is conilantly plagued by the importunity

of creditors.

l 4 a li-
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a library. Accordingly, he fent for the prin-

cipal bookfeller of Peterfburg, and told him

that he wanted books to put up in the grand

houfe of Vaffiltfchikoff, of which the emprefs

hadjuft made him a prefent. The bookfeller

afked him what books he would pleafe to have.

*f You underftand that better than I," returned

the favourite i
(C that is your bufinefs. You

" know the proper affortments ; I have deftined

" a large room to receive them. Let there be

ct large books at the bottom, and fmaller and

€i fmaller up to the top : that is the way they

" ftand in the emprefs's library *;"

* The writer of this note happened to call at Weitbrecht's

mop, while his counters and floors were loaded with the

books juft come from the binder's for executing this curious

crder. " But how did you contrive to find a fufficient quan-

*f tity of the large books for the bottom ranks, fince folios

" are now fo much out of fafhion ?"—" Oh, I went to my
" warehoufe, and brought out a number of old gennan

tl commentators on the bible, and writers on jurifprudence,

" where they had lain in quires ever fince they were fent

" to my predeceffor for a bad debt of a bankrupt bookfeller

" at Leipfik. There they are. See how gay they look in

ic their new coats. I have only to take care to put up a

" fet of Voltaire, of Rouffeau, of Buffon, and other

•« fafhionable french authors, in a confpicuous part of the

«« library, to be at h?.nd in cafe fome inquifitive viiitor

* c fhould aik for them ; and as for the reft, their elegant

" outfides, as is common in the world, mull be a pafiport

" for any deficiency within."
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CHAP. XL

Military 'preparations on the part of Ruffia.—

War betzveen PruJJia and Auftria.— Congrefs

and peace of Tefchin.—Armed neutrality.—

Journey of the emprefs to Mohileff.—Journey

of Jofeph II. to St. Peter/burg.— Journey of

the hereditary prince of Pruffia to St. Peter/-

burg.—D'ifmiffion of Korzakoff,—Lanjkdi be-

comes favourite.—'Travels of the grand-duke hi

France and Italy.—Of Bobrinfky.—Invafion of

the Krimea.—Death of count Panin and of

prince Gregory Orloff.— 1779, 1780

—

1784.

IT was not enough to have renewed the peace

with the Ottomans. The emprefs was irritated

againft Auftria, whofe minifter at Conftantinople

had made fome futile efforts for engaging the

Porte to declare war againft Ruftia. The mo-
ment of vengeance feemed now to be drawing

nigh.

The death* of Maximilian Jofeph, elector of

Bavaria, had furnifhed the court of Vienna with

an opportunity for reviving its old pretenfions to

that electorate. The ele&or-palatine, Charles

* The 30th of December 1777.

Theodore,
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Theodore, who fucceeded Maximilian Jofeph,

and who wifhed to avoid a war, acknowledged

the rights, though more than doubtful *, of the

houfe of Auftria, confented f to allow Jofeph II.

and Maria Therefa to take poiTeffion of Bavaria,

the one as emperor of Germany, and the other as

queen of Hungary.

The duke of Deux-Ponts, who was the next

of kin tc the elector Charles Theodore, imme-

diately entered his proteft againfl a treaty inju-

rious to the rights of his houfe. The elector of

Saxony pretended likewife an intereft^ in the

fuccefficn of Maximilian Jofeph j and laftly,

the duke of Mecklenburg laid claim to an ex-

pectative granted to his family upwards of three

centuries fince §, and always evaded.

* They pretended that Bavaria devolved to them as a

lapfed fief, and as the fucceffion of Albert of Auftria.

But in purfuance of an imperial fentence of the year 1429,

Albert had folemnly renounced his claims j and what is far

more in point is, that the prefent houfe of Auftria is not

defcended from that Albert.

f By a convention figned at Vienna the 3d of January

1778.

$ The elector of Saxony was fon of the lifter of the

eleftor of Bavaria, Maximilian Jofeph. He demanded 47
millions of florins for his claim to the allodial fucceffion of

the emperor Lewis.

§ In the year 1502,

Thefe
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Thefe three princes united in folliciting the

king of Pruffia to take up che defence of their

rights, or rather he himfelf fecretly induced

them to put their caufe into his hands. Irritated

at the aggrandifement of the houfe of Auftria,

and ingenious in feizing all occafions of enfuring

the elevation of his own, he refolved to Ihew

himfelf in the eyes of Europe as the aflertor

of the liberty and the conftitution of the ger-

manic body. That monarch, who had formerly

laughed at his being put under the ban of the

empire, as elector of Brandenburg, now pre-

tended that it was unjufl: to difpofe of Bavaria

without taking the advice of all the electors, and

declared himfelf refolved to maintain the ger-

manic conftitution.

At firft a long paper war was carried on

between Frederic and Jofeph II. which termi-

nated in more ferious battles. Four hundred

thoufand men now drew their fwords ; and blood

began to flow in the fummer of the year 1778 *.

Catharine directly cauied a refcript to be

delivered to Maria Therefa and Jofeph II. de-

manding the relinquishment of the invafion of

Bavaria, and requiring an immediate pacifica-

* On the 14th of July, general Wurmfer attacked the

advanced polls of the Pruffians at Nafchodt.

5 tion.
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tion. Moreover declaring, « That fhe was cort-

* c cerned in the tranquillity of Germany, both

ct as fovereign of a country which had a natu-

" fal relation with that part of Europe, and as

< { having amicable connections with the majo-

" rity'of its princes, efpecially with that prince

*' who had felt himfelf obliged to take up arms
* ( for putting a flop to the proceedings of the

" court of Vienna.

" That, not to infift on the political law of

" Germany, fhe. would adopt no other rule

" than that of natural equity, and the principles

" on which all fociety is founded. That in pur-

*c fuance of thefe principles, (he found' that the

<£ whole empire was unjuftly agitated, becaufe

,c the houfe of Auftria had thought fit to revive

" claims for feveral ages extinct, and omitted

<c in the treaty of peace of Weftphalia, which

" treaty is the bans and bulwark of the germanic

" conflitution. That the infractions of the court

cc of Vienna expofed the whole empire to im-

<f minent danger. That the fall of that empire

ft would neceffarily occafion a violent commo-
" tion in all the neighbouring dates of Germany,

" a derangement of the order and equilibrium

<c of all Europe, and in the fequel perhaps even

" a great danger to Ruffia. That it behoved

" every wife and prudent fovereign to forefee

" and
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** and to obviate thefe calamities, and that the

<( court of Ruflia could adopt no other prin-

" ciples than thofe which the court of Vienna

(< had adopted on fimilar occafions.

" That, in confequence thereof, the court of

" Ruflia invited the emprefs-queen and the

<c emperor to come to an amicable fettlement,

" agreeably to the laws and the constitution of
<f the empire, with the king of Pruflia and the

ct other princes concerned in the fucceffion of

" Bavaria ; becaufe otherwife the emprefs of

" Ruflia would be obliged to pay a ferious

fC regard to what fhe owed to her empire, to

* c the interefts of the princes who had requested

" her friend/hip and afliftance, efpecially to her

" obligations towards her allies, and, in a word,

" that the ruflian troops would join the pruffiari

(f army.'*

Catharine might eafily have put this threat irt

execution. She had then in Poland three armies^

one of which, confifting of 40,000 men, and

commanded by prince Repnin, had already

received orders to hold itfelf in readinefs for

marching.

The court of Vienna fore faw the defigns of

Catharine. Previous to the reception of her

declaration, it had expedited a courier to invite

her to acl3 in concert with the court of France,

as
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as mediatrix of the differences that had arifen

between Auftria and Pruflla.

A congrefs immediately met at Tefchen.

The general who had been deftined to hurl the

bolts of vengeance by Catharine and Frederic,

prince Repnin, appeared there in quality of a

minifter of peace. Breteuil was prefent in the

name of France *. The houfe of Auftria ob-

tained that part of Bavaria which is fituated

between the Danube, the Inn, and the Saltz ;

and peace was reftored to Germany f.

1780. But while the north of Europe was

refuming its wonted tranquillity, the fouth was

(till experiencing the effects of the violent com-

motion, which had proceeded three years before

from the northern regions of America. Eng-

land, France, Spain, and Holland, were conti-

nually fending forth their armaments, and tinged

with blood the leas of the two hemifpheres, in

order to decide whether or not the inhabitants of

Boftonand Philadelphia fhouid be free.

War, and efpecially a maritime war in Europe,

always quickens the fprings of the commerce of

the north. It is from the north that the major

* Counts Zinzendorff and Cobentzel attended there For

the emperor and the emprefs-queen. Baron Hertzberg was

fent thither by the king of Pruffia.

•j- The 13th of May.

part



EMPRESS CATHARINE If. t$$

part of the commodities neceffary to the con-

flruclioQ and the fitting out of naval armaments,

as well as fupplies of corn, the confumpdon

whereof, on fuch occafions, becomes more con-

fiderable, are obtained. The Dutch, long fince in

poflfeffion of the commerce of the Baltic, to avoid

letting the veffels they employed in it fall into

the hands of the Englifh, navigated them under

the neutral flag of the Danes *. But that flag

was but little refpected by the privateers ; and

the fhips that hoifted it were frequently carried

to London or Plymouth. Thofe of Hamburg,

Bremen, and Lubeck, met with the fame fate*

The merchants of thofe towns, therefore, im-

plored the protection of Catharine ; and, in

order the better to prevail with that monarch,

they had the art, by didributing money among

her minifters, to draw upon them her favourable

regards.

To this me had been already difpofed by her

own true intereft. She never loft fight of the

means of extending and improving the trade of

Ruffia j and, in order to increafe its activity,

flic had juft abolifhed the extraordinary duties

* One merchant alone of Copenhagen, named Konig,

proved to be proprietor of no lefs than fix or feven hundred

veffels.

on
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on corn, and permitted the exportation -

from Archangel to Riga. Befides, her p

was hurt at feeing that the Englifh paid no refptct

to the mips that were freighted in her ports, and

that they even fometimes prefumed to flop thofc

which failed under her flag.

Another motive completely determined her to

protect the navigation of the north. Vergennes,

whofe intrigues at Constantinople had formerly

irritated Catharine, had lately acquired consider-

able influence with her, by urging Saint-Prieft

to determine the Turks to fubmit to the facri-

fices exacted by Rufiia. Vergennes had by this

means gained his point in depriving the Englifli

of the afllftance of the ruffian fleet. This was

not enough. He formed a plan more vaft, and

more worthy of a real ftatefman. In a word,

he drew up the plan of the armed neutrality, to

which almoft all the potentates of Europe fuccef-

lively acceded.

Well acquainted with the haughty fpirit of

the emprefs, Vergennes artfully contrived to

intereft her in the execution of his project. He
wrought upon the minifters of Denmark and

Sweden to open it to her. They performed

their tafk with fo much addrefs, that me made

no hefitation to adopt it 5 and (he almoft per-

fuaded
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fuaded herftlf to believe it a creature of her own

invention j or at teaft Ihe feemed willing to

perfuade others to think fo.

From that time forward fhe refolved to ufe

force for protecting her mips ; and fhe propoled

to the court of Copenhagen and to that of Stock-

holm, to equip each of them a fquadron, which

mould combine with her's for the defence of

their neutrality.
s

The wifhes of Denmark had anticipated this

invitation. The prudent minifter * who guided

the councils of that kingdom, fenfibly felt the

importance of an alliance, without which the

Englifh would have derided all the armaments

of the north. He promifed to fubfcribe to the

treaty propofed by the emprefs.

Sweden was lefs prompt in acceding to it.

She was withheld by France herfelf, who dexter-

ously engaged her to ftart fome difficulties, in

order to excite Ruffia to remove them. Pre-

vious to the equipment of a combined fleet, Guf-

tavus required to be explicitly informed of the

manner in which this combined armament was

to protect the commerce of the refpective ftates.

He wifhed to know whether each of the neutral

powers was to defend the veffels of his allies, or

* Count BernftorfF,

vol. in, m only
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only thofe of its own people. Laftly, he afked

in what cafes the neutral powers were to make

reprifals with thofe who were at war, and

whether the, aggrefiions of any one of thefe

powers were to be necefiarily feconded by the

others.

The emprefs replied, that a preliminary con-

vention mould be made between all the neutral

powers, in order to fettle how bed to fecure

a free navigation to the merchant-mips of thofe

powers, provided that thofe mips were not

loaded with prohibited goods. She added, that

in would be necetfary that each power mould

protect the veflels of the reft -, and that, as to

reprifals or aggrefiions, they, mould be feconded,

whenever they were pracYifed, according to the

conditions eftablifhed by the confederate neu-

trality ; but that, above all, this alliance mould

be maritime, and confined folely to the protection

of commerce.

Satisfied with thefe explanations, Guftavus

gave orders to his minifter at Petersburg, to fign

the treaty of the armed neutrality -, which the

court of Denmark had already done fome days

before *.

* The plenipotentiary of Sweden put his fignature to it

the 21ft of July ; the plenipotentiary of Denmark the 19th

of that month.

Catharine
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Catharine had not waited for the acceffion of

thefe two potentates for notifying her refolution

to the courts of London, Verfailles, and Madrid.

She delivered to them, by her ambafladors, a

declaration, in which fhe complained, that the

law of nations had been violated towards her

fubjects; that their commerce had been con-

fined, their navigation interrupted j and that, to

prevent fuch abufes for the time to come, fhe

was preparing to affert by force the rights which

undoubtedly belonged to neutral nations *. The

cabinet

* The great principle of this aft, and of that confede-

racy to which it gave birth, is, that free bottoms make free

goods ; and this is carried to the degree of fuppofing, that

neutral ftates are entitled to carry on their commerce with

the belligerent parties in a ftate of war, with the fame

degree of convenience, eafe, and fafety, which they might

have praftifed in time of peace. Nor is this all : it is

farther laid down, that the neutral bottom has a right to

convey, and to render free, all things, from any one part

of a belligerent ftate, and even coaftwife, to another, with-

out let or impediment, faving only fuch matters as might

be deemed contraband in coniequence of the ftipulations of

former treaties. It needs fcarcely to be noticed, that the

courts of France and Spain expreffed the utmoft approba-

tion of a fyftem fo exactly calculated and immediately

fuited to their own views, and which they could at a future

time find means eafily to fhake off. They accordingly were

little lefs than loft in aftonifhment at the confederation of

that wifdom, juftice, liberality of fentimejit, and benevo-

M 2 knee,
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cabinet of St. James's replied, that, from the

very commencement of the war, it had iffued

the

lence, which had produced ideas fo fimflar to their own.

As they did not fully comprehend the new fyftem, nor

know to what extent it was to be carried, they waited with

deference for thofe farther regulations or explanations which

Catharine might think proper to communicate ; but were

convinced, from the congeniality of fentiments on both

fides, that nothing could happen, in the intermediate time,

on theirs, which would afford any diffatisfa&ion to her.

The folitary court of London was obliged to fupprefs her

Indignation at an injury which fhe could not at prefent refent

iior remedy. She therefore only expoftulated with the

court of Peterfburg on the conllant attention and regard

which fhe had hitherto, on every occafion, fhewn to her

flag and commerce ; fhe declared a continuance of the fame

conduct and difpofition ; and fhe reminded Ruffia of the

reciprocal ties of friendfhip, and the common interefls by

which they were mutually bound. The principal claims of

the confederate powers were thus fpecified : 1. That all

neutral veflcls may freely navigate from one port to another

©n the coafts of the nations at war. 2. That the efFefts

of the belligerent powers fhall be fafe in all neutral vefTels,

with the exception of prohibited mercantile goods. 3. That

ihe emprtfs underftands, by prohibited mercantile goods,

fuch as are fpecified in the articles x. and xi. of her treaty of

commerce with Great Britain, extending her obligation in

that refpedt to the other powers at war. 4. That by a port

blocked up is to be underllood only a port fo ftri&ly watched

by the fhips of the powers which attack it, that to enter it

*ould be dangerous. 5. That thefe principles fiiould be

admitted
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the moll' precife and unequivocal orders to all

commanders of veffels reflecting the ruffian

flag. Notwithstanding this afiurance the Englifh

continued for fome time to flop the ruffian mips,

and try the validity of their captures by the

britifh court of admiralty. The emprefs refufed

to acknowledge the competency of that court.

The conteft was beginning to take a ferious

turn. The Englifh put an end to it, by releas-

ing the vefTels.

Pruffia, Auftria, even Portugal, concurred

with the other neutral ftates ; and thus a power,

which however great in other refpects, was of

inferior note in a maritime view, was now feen

dictating a new code of maritime laws to man-

kind, in many refpects efTentially differing from

thofe which had for feveral hundred years been

eftablifhed among commercial nations, and going

admitted as the fole rule whereby to decide the legality of

prizes. The emprefs added, that, in publishing thefe arti-

cles, fhe declared that to enforce their execution, and to

pt otect the honour of her flag, the fecurity of her commerce,

and the navigation of her fubje&s, fhe was about to arm the

greater part of her naval forces. That this meafure mould

not in any wife injure the neutrality, which fhe was difpofed

to obferve as long as fhe fhould not be provoked and obliged

to exceed the bounds of a juft moderation, and the moft

perfect impartiality.

m 3 directly
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.directly to the overthrow of that fovereignr

pre-eminence on the ocean, which had been fo

long claimed and maintained by Great Britain -,

but which that power, not being in a fituation

directly to contravene, feemed now to be fettled

as a part of the law of nations.

The minifter* of England at Peterfburg

warmly exerted every means he could employ

to break the league of the neutral powers, or at

leaf! to prevent Ruffia from protecting the veifels

of the other nations. * He left no refource

untried with prince Potemkin f, to induce him

to determine the emprefs to alter her purpofe.

But the afcendant of Potemkin had {till lefs

authority over her than the calls of ambition.

However, the diligence and ingenuity of fir

James Harris were baffled by a ftratagem of a

fingular nature.

When that minifter had difcovered that

attempts were making to induce the emprefs to

propofe the armed neutrality, he drew up a long

* Sir James Harris.

f Potemkin had four nieces, of the family name of En-

gelhard. The two elder, who had a great fway over their

uncle, and who were faid to be his mrftrefles, are married,

cne to count Branitzky, grand general of the crown of

Poland j the other to count Skavron/ky. The englifh

minifter at that time was lavifh of prefents to them of every

kind.

memorial,,
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memorial, to counteract the project, which he

gave to prince Potemkin, who promifed to

recommend it to the fovereign. Whether the

britiih minifter thought there was no need of

making a myftery of fo flight a circumftance,

or whether Potemkin mentioned it, the parti-

zans of the neutrality were foon informed of it.

They immediately gained over to them a certain

demoifelle Guibald, a forward and fhrewd young

woman, who was about the nieces of prince

Potemkin, and lived on a v^ry familiar footing

with him. This girl took the paper by playful

Health out of the prince's pocket, and carried it

to her employers. They immediately enriched

it with marginal notes, which victorioufly an-

iwered all the objections of the britifh minifter

;

and the writing was then fuccefsfully returned to

the place whence it had been taken.

The emprefs, on having the memorial for

her confideracion, very naturally fuppofed the

notes had been added by prince PGtemkin ;

which ferved only to increafe her defire to unite

the powers of the north in a league againft

England.

Sir James Harris was prefencly after informed

of the method that had been adopted for making

his memorial fpeak againft himfdf j and it

m 4 chagrined
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chagrined him fo much, that he fell ill upon

it*.

Prince Potemkin all this while was at the

fummit of favour. Every day fome new pre-

fent from the fovereign increafed his immenfe

riches ; and fome title of honour was added

to the long lift of his dignities. The court,

the army, the navy, all were fubmimve to him.

He appointed the minifters, the generals, the

favourites, or removed them at his pleafure

;

and his benevolence and his animadverfion were

entirely directed by caprice.

With all the outward appearance of a rough

and often brutal franknefs, Potemkin was ex-

tremely artful. He domineered over the ern-

prefs, magifterially dictating to her his will ; but

at the fame time appearing to exift only for her

fervice. He treated with infolence the veteran

commanders and the great perfonages of the em-

pire, whom he thought he could affront with im-

punity, while he kept on good terms with all thofe

whom he knew to poflefs fpirit or cunning.

* It brought on a jaundice, Avhich lafted a long time.

The translator cannot fuffer the above anecdote to pals,

without obferving, that all perfons who knew Mademoifelle

Guibald, and are acquainted with St. Petersburg, muft be

much furprifed that not one little winged word of all this

tranfa&ion fhould efcape, and fly about in fome circles at

the time.

6 Of
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Of all the generals marfhal Romantzoff was

the only one who would not humble himfelf

before Potemkin. Accordingly, the latter

dreaded his inflexibility as much as he envied

the glory of the conqueror of the Turks. The

averfion he had for marihal Romantzoff extended

even to countefs Bruce, his fifter, one of the

mod intimate confidants of Catharine. By

living familiarly with countefs Bruce, and pro-

feffing great friendfhip for her, Potemkin could

keep a vigilant attention over her converfation,

and all her proceedings, and promifed himfelf to

be able foon to deftroy her influence at court

whenever an opportunity mould occur. It

was not long before chance threw one in his -

way.

Korzakoff was at that time beloved by the

emprefs. The benefits, the honours, which

fhe heaped upon him, demanded his gratitude,

if they could not infpire him with love ,• but he

was made up of nothing but thoughtlefihefs and

vanity *. Countefs Bruce, who law him every-

day with the emprefs, took a fancy to him.

She could not, however, immediately give the

reins to her inclination. The conftraint in

which the favourites of Catharine pafTed their

* Of all the favourites of Catharine, Korzakoff was the

moll oflentatious in his drefs ; and it was to him ihe gave

the greateil quantity of diamond*.

time
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time fcarcely allowed them opportunities for

being untrue. Potemkin kindly affined the

countefs in removing all obftacles. He took

upon him the office of her confidant ; he con-

trived the means of her having fecret interviews

with Korzakoffj and, though he was fond

enough of this favourite, he refolved to facrifice

him, in hopes of involving in his fall the fifter of

Romantzoff.

Potemkin's plan fucceeded. The empreis

was not long in difcovering that fhe was de-

ceived by her favourite and by her friend. She

fent orders to one of them to travel out of the

empire j and to the other to haften to Mofco.

Catharine, from that moment, would no more

have a friend ; but as fhe could not fo con-

veniently difpenfe with a favourite, fhe fixed

her choice that fame day on Lanfkoi', one of

the chevalier guards*, a youth of as fine

and

* Lanfkoi was fprung from a very antient family in

Poland; their original name being Lonfky.—The chevalier-

guards confiil of 60 men, all officers in the army, down to

the captain's rank. They had in 1790 two corporals of

lieutenant-colonel's rank, and three of major's, one ferjeant-

major of colonel's rank, one cornet of the rank of major-

general, one lieutenant of the rank of lieutenant-general,

and the general field-marfhal prince Potemkin their captain.

The whole corps is compofed of tall handfome men ; and

the ftate-unifbrm probably exceed* in magnificence any mili-

tary
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and interefting a figure as the imagination can

paint. We fhall fee, in the courfe of this work,

that, of all the lovers of Catharine, Lanikoi* was

the man whom fhe loved the moft, and who belt

deferved her love.

Potemkin's mind was not entirely employed

in court-intrigues. That ambitious favourite,

afpiring at the flattering honour of cauling

Catharine to be crowned at Constantinople, and

ftill more defirous of it than herfelf, refolved to

begin by taking pofTefiion of the Krimea. But,

in order to enfure fuccefs, it was necefiary to

tary uniform of antient or modern times. The coat is blue

faced with red, and almoft covered with filver lace, em-

broidery, and hammered filver. On the back is embroi-

dered a large ruffian fpread eagle ; an eagle likewife adorns

the filver plates of armour on the arms and knees, which

are faftened by filver cords ; and thefe are attached to the

body armour by filver chains. Bandelier, baudrick, and

carbine, are furnifhed wi'th filver fcales, and the fabre-fheath

of filver. The boots are drawn together with filver lacing,

and the tops hung with chains of the fame metal. The
head is decorated by a helmet of filver with high plumes of

various gaudy colours. The whole armour greatly refem-

bles what we ftill fee hung up of that kind in armouries, ex-

cepting that it is all of filver, and cofts each man at leaft

1000 rubles. The chevaliers only keep guard in the palace

at the doors of the fovereign's apartments, and on court

feftivals alone appear in the above-defcribed magnificence.

aft
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act in concert with the emperor of Germany.

He communicated his defign to Catharine, who

approved of it without hefitation. On his pro-

pofing it afterwards in the council, count Nikita

Ivanovitch Panin, who was a great flickler

for the alliance with Pruffia, obferved, that it

would expofe the country to too much danger, by

detaching it from that potentate : notwithstand-

ing his objections, the plan of Potemkin was

followed. Panin was fo grieved, that he fell

£ck, and retired from bufinefs.

It was at this period that Bezborodko * was

admitted into the council. Bezborodko had at

firft been fecretary to marfhal Romantzoff, with

Zavadoffsky. Like Zavadoffsky too, he after-

wards became fecretary of the emprefs's cabi-

net: but he was never, like him, raifed to the

pofl of favourite. He was appointed minifter

for the home department. Count Oftermann,

who, fince his return from Sweden, filled the

place of vice-chancellor |, executed all the

bufinefs which had been long conducted by

Panin.

Catharine was defirous of having an interview

with Jofeph II. the plans me was now about

* The name Bezborodko, in rufs, fignifies beardlefs.

f There was no actual chancellor, becaufe the old count

Vorontzoff Hill retained that title.

to
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to adoptj rendered a conference with him abfo-

lutely neceffary. She requefted him therefore

to come and join her in Poland, and fhe pre-

fently after fet out for Mohilef.

Perhaps it may not be fuperfluous to obferfe,

that during thefe frequent journies, the emprefs

never entruited to the grand duke either the

government of St. Peterfburg, or the admi-

niftration of affairs. By birth generaliffimo of

the ruffian armies, he never led a regiment to

battle ; and, though grand admiral of the Baltic,

he was never once permitted to vifit the fleet ac

Gronftadt.

Panin, to whom the emprefs generally granted

the dangerous honour of reprefenting her per-

fon, had, for fome time, been retired into the

country. More oppreffed by chagrin and dif

guft, than by difeafes of body, and more worn

out by cares than by age j he was juft vegetating

on the brink of his grave. Field- marfhal Alex-

ander Michailovitch Gallitzin was at this time

appointed governor of the refidence.

In the mean time the emprefs reached Mo~
hilefF*, whither the emperor Jofeph II. had

arrived before her. A number of the grandees

of Poland repaired alfo to that city. The pomp

* She arrived there the 30th of May.

by
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by which Catharine was furrounded, and the

luxury of the noble Poles *, formed a whim-

fical contraft with the fimplicity of the man-

ners and drefs of the emperor of Germany.

That prince travelled under the title of the

count von Falkenftein; and intreated the em-

prefs to ipare him the necefTity" of all vain

etiquette and conitraining ceremony : to which

Catharine cheerfully confented.

Here they had feveral private converfations,

ira which they agreed to attack the Ottomans in

concert, to mare a part of the fpoils between

them i and to re-eftablifh the antient republics

of Greece. In order to determine the emperor

to enter into her views, Catharine confented to

patronize the barter of Bavaria for the auftrian

Netherlands, excepting the counties of Namur

and Luxemburg ; at the fame time engaging her-

felf to fupport him againft all oppofition on the

part of the king of PrulTia and the other princes

of the empire. Thefe ftipulations on either fide

were fhortly afterwards confirmed by a treaty,

* They additled themfelves to gaming to an enormous

excefs. Some of thofe, whom the fharpers had not been able

to ruin at play, were ftripped of all they had left by rob-

bers, on the feveral roads. It was faid, that count Potocky

was pillaged of upwards of 400,000 florins.

iigned
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figned at Peterfburg. Catharine invited the

emperor to vifit Ruflla ; and that monarch,

always fond of travelling, and eager after in-

formation, took the route of TVfofco, while the

cmprefs returned directly to her refidence.

The averfion of Jofeph II. for the pomp and

formalities of a court is generally known. On
the journey from Vienna to] Mohilef, a perfon

was always one ftation, and fometimes two,

before the imperial carriages, who announced

to the pofl-mafter, that the grand retinue was

coming on, that he muft provide dinner, or

fupper, or lodging for fo many perfons ; at the

fame time ordering a fowl and a faufage, or a

flice of ham, with a draught of commoa beer

for himfelf. After having taken this, refrefti-

ment, if it was towards night, he afked to

repofe a few hours on a fettee. The landlord,

thanking him for his civility in giving him

timely notice of the approach of his diftin-

guimed guefts, would intreat him to take a"

bed; but this he conflantly refuted, faying,

that the expedition he muft make would not

allow of this indulgence. The poft-mafler, at

length, commending him foi his diligence, favv

that the carriage was ready at the proper times

and away went the avant-courier. The reader

is already aware of what was the fact, that this

fore-
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fore-runner was no other perfon than the em-

peror himfelf.

Previous to their reparation at Mohilef, Ca-

tharine had offered her imperial vifitor a fuite

of fplendid apartments in the palace. But to

this Jofeph objected j and added, that unlefs

her majefty would permit him to take up his

quarters at an inn, however defirous he was

of prolonging his vifit, he muff, abfolutely

undergo the mortification of denying himfelf

that high honour. Accordingly, on her ma-

jefty's return to Tzarfko-felo, the englifh gar-

dener received orders to convert his houfe into

an inn, by hanging out a fign ; and to find

accommodations for the emperor. A catharine-

wheel was therefore painted on a board, and

below it, in german characters, was written,

<c The Falkenftein arms." Here the emperor,

under the name of count Falkenftein, put up,

on arriving at Tzarfko-felo ; and was perfectly

fatisfied with the entertainment he received

from the honeit inn-keeper and his worthy

family. It may eafily be imagined, that a num-

ber of little laughable adventures happened here

during the emperor's ftay, arifing from the per-

fect incognito he always obferved.

Notwithstanding the continued repugnance

ihewn by the emperor to all the parade of

pomp
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pomp and luxury, Catharine gave him entertain-

ments of uncommon magnificence. But thefe

entertainments had no attraction for Jofeph II.

what employed him moft, was the care of vifit-

ing ufeful eftablimments and curious monuments

of art. He had feen at Mofco the Kremlin,

the Khitaigorod *, the monasteries, the library,

and the archives of the hiftory of the north

;

which were reduced to fuch excellent order by

the learned profeflbr Muller. He had flopped

at Tula, to examine the hardware manufactory,

on which Catharine had fpared no expence for

bringing it to its prefent perfection j and per-

haps yields in no refpect, for the beauty of its

workmanfhip, to the manufactories of Sheffield

and Birmingham.

In like manner he vifited alfo every thing

that was curious at Peterlburg, and the port of

Cronftadt. He examined minutely the arfenals,

the dockyards, the manufactories of various

kinds; and every where received fome flattering

mark of the emprefs's attention. On his enter-

ing the academy of fciences, he was prefented

* The Khitaigorod, or the chlnefe town, is a quarter

of Mofco, where a great trade is carried on in furs and

all forts of merchandise. It has the appearance- of a per-

petual fair.

VOL, III. N With



178 LIFE OF THE

with a volume of geographical maps, among

which was already engraved, that of his journey

from Vienna to Peterfburg. At the academy

of arts a collection of engravings was laid be-

fore him, in which was his own portrait, with

an infcription * fuitable to his tafte for travel-

ling, and the perfpicacify of his character.

At length Jofeph II. took leave of Ruffia,

equally aftonifhed at that mixture of refinement

and barbarifm which the ruffian nation had

offered to his view; and the variety of difpo-

fition in the character of the emprefs. He
could not conceive how a woman who feemed

by nature formed for leading the whole world

in chains, could fubmit to be governed by two

favourites at her own court.

Not long after the departure of Jofeph II.

the hereditary prince of Pruflia f arrived at

PeterfDurg. His flay there produced nothing

remarkable. Indeed numerous entertainments

were given him : but magnificent entertain-

»

* It was this pafiage from Horace :

- . Multorum providus urbes,

Et mores hominum infpexit.

•f Who reigned afterwards under the name of Frederic*

William II.

ments
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ments were nothing unufual at the court of

Ruffia.

Seeing that fo many princes quitted their do-

minions for the fake of vifiting foreign countries,

the emprcfs refolved that the grand duke mould

travel likewife. Accuftomed to the refpect and

the moderation of the tzarevitch, fhe was under

no apprehenfion concerning his abfence ; and

ihe hoped that while Europe was contemplating

the heir of her throne, fhe herfelf mould not

entirely be forgotten. The grand duke and the

grand duchefs travelled through Poland and

Auftria to Italy ; from whence they returned to

St. Petersburg by the way of France and Hol-

land. During their journey, nothing that hap-

pened to them was unknown to the emprefs,

A courier, regularly difpatched every day, in-

formed her where they were, and how they were

employed % ,

They doubtlefs were eagerly defirous ofknow-

ing what was pafllng at Peterfburgj but Ca-

tharine .was not fo ready to indulge their cu-

riofity. The chamberlain Bibikoff, who had

prefumed to difregard the will of the fovereign,

was very foon detected. His letters, addrefled

* They were out on their travels 14 months.

N 2 tO
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to count Soltikoff, who accompanied the prince,

were very exact. They were intercepted at

Riga; and Bibikoffwas immediately condemned

to go and repent his rafhnefs in the wilds of

Siberia.

1781. The armed neutrality in the mean

time was difplaying its flag in all the northern

feas 3 the ruffian fquadrons vifited the coafts of

the Mediterranean i and commerce was effica-

cioufly protected in every quarter. The Dutch,

who had hefitated to enter into the naval con-

federacy, foon repented of their fcruples. The

cabinet of London declared war againft them.

Catharine however did not abandon them. Know-

ing what a great refource they had been to her in

the raifing of loans, and what affiftances fhe might

ftill draw from them, fhe offered her mediation

both to them and to England. The Dutch

accepted the proffered interference with joy;

England could not decently refufe it : but the

politics of the cabinet of St. James's, long jealous

of the commerce of Holland, found means, with-

out offending the emprefs, to render unavailing

her pacific intentions : peace with Holland was

the laft that was concluded.

Great fires broke out about this time at

Mofco, which confumed a confiderable part of

the
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the Khitaigorod, and occafioned a damage to

the amount of 3,000,000 of rubles*. Nor was

Peterfburg free from a vifitation of the fame

nature j the fpacious hemp warehoufes on the

Vaffilli-oftrof, about 200 mops and feveral veffels

in the harbours fell victims to the fury of the

flames, within the interval of a few weeks or

months. From this circumftance it was at firft

furmifed, that fome evil-minded perfons might

have purpofely fet fire to thefe buildings -, but,

after due inquiry, no reafon appeared to fub-

ftantiate the fufpicion. As the mops are all

deferted towards evening, it fortunately happened

that no lives were loft. Another misfortune was,

the lofs of a ruffian {hip of war of the line which

was dafhed to pieces againft the rocks that lie

juft at the water's edge off the ifles d'Hieres,

Notwithftanding all the pains that have been

taken by Peter I, and his fuccefTors for the

forming of good failors, Ruffia has as yet but

very few officers who are capable of command-

ing a fhip : and if it were not for the Dutch,

the Danes, and above all the Englifh, her

* Some time before, the opera-houfe at Mofco had been

burnt down ; and, it being thronged in all parts, as it

was the time of the mq/Ianitza, or ruffian carnival, the

getting out was attended with great difficulty ; feveral per-

sons were either fuffocated or burnt.

n 3 fleets
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fleets could never pretend to fail out of the

Baltic.

At the latter end of this year Catharine

iflued orders for building 12 (hips of the line

at Kerfon, and eight others, three-deckers, at

St. Peterfburg. On the completion of thefe

orders her marine amounted to 42 mips of

the line for the Baltic, and 12 of the line for the

Euxine, exclufive of frigates, gallies, bomb-

veflels, and other armed fhips.

Nothing can give a higher idea of the talents,

capacity, and refclution of Peter I. than a com-

panion between the condition in which he found

the ruffian marine and that wherein he left it.

At the beginning of his reign he had not a

fingle fhip on the Baltic. His firft attempts in

naval architecture were made in the ports of the

Euxine ; and by his. uncommon perfeverance,

were crowned with fuccefs. But, no fooner was

he in poffeffion of Cronftadt than he prefently

produced as aftonifhing effects on the Baltic.

The conftruction of a fleet in that quarter,

now forms an asra in the ruffian hiftory, from

which the nation, in common difcourfe, ufually

dates its tranfactions. But, with Peter's death,

every thing took a different turn 3 his genius

and activity did not defcend to his fucceflbrs

:

the marine was neglected 5 and, at the acceffion

of



EMPRESS CATHARINE II. l8j

of Catharine the fecond, it was in fo bad a con-

dition, that fhe had it almoft entirely to create

anew. Like Peter the great, fhe invited feveral

fhip-builders from England, particularly admi-

ral Knowles; who had acquired great reputa-

tion, both at home and abroad, for his know-

ledge in that art. She alfo procured a number

of able feamen from Great Britain, for the pur-

pofe of inftructing her new or unfkilful failors

in the art of working a fhip, Under her, all

Europe faw, with amazement, the ruffian eagle

flying in the Archipelago, and the ottoman

fleet at Tfchefme annihilated by a. fquadron

from the north.

Ruffia might be in pofieflion of a formidable

•navy fooner than any other country, if it folely

-depended on having the materials ; as every

thing is found in the empire that is neceffary to

the conftru&ion and equipment of fhips. They

are chiefly built at Cronfladt and Archangel:

at the former of which places oak timber is

ufed, and at the latter firs which is neither

fufficiently durable for long voyages, nor fub-

ftantial enough for veffels of war. The oak

made ufe of at Cronftadt, and which comes

from 'the provinces of Kafan and Aftrakhan, is

far from good, on account of its foft and porous

quality j and, withal, is not prepared in fuch

n 4 a man-
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a manner as, fhip-timber generally is, in the

other dock-yards of Europe, by letting it float

for feveral years in the fea, in order to harden

it, and render it fitter for working. In Ruflia

it is no fooner arrived at the yard, than the

axe is employed upon it. Accordingly a ruffian

fhip, after 15 years, is no longer ferviceable ;

and, at the end of five, muft undergo a thorough

repair.

The Ukraine, and the government of Mofco,

furnifh hemp. Timber for mafts abounds in

the extenfive forefts between Novgorod and the

gulf of Finland ; and in the countries bordering

on Poland. Pitch and tar are obtained from

Viburg. In feveral provinces are fail-cloth

manufactories and rope-walks. In a word, the

magazines of St. Peterfburg and Archangel are

amply fupplied with thefe various articles.

The ruffian marine, in the ports of the Baltic

and at Archangel, confided, towards the end

of the year 1788, of 44 fhips of the line, 18

frigates, 12 prames, and 122 gallies. This

navy was commanded by a high-admiral, who

was the grand duke ; a commander in chief of

the gallies, and an admiral in chief of the fleet;

and laftly, fix vice and eight contre-admirals,

who aft as commodores. Of the vice-admirals

the prince of NarTau-Siegen, and of the contre-

admirals
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admirals M. Spiridoff were the only ones at that

time in function. In Ruffia are three claffes

of captains : thofe of the firft, have the rank

of brigadier ; thofe of the fecond, the rank of

colonel ; thofe of the laft, the rank of lieute-

nant-colonel. They all wear the military order

of St. George j but are only knights of the

fourth clafs. A fea-officer, who takes fervice

in the army, advances two degrees, In the

organizing of this corps, Peter fhewed how

greatly he was interefted in it, preferring it to

the land-troops : for even the failors enjoy this

advantage; they are allowed more provifions,

and their pay is almoft double that of the fol-

diers.

On urgent occafions Ruffia might confider-

ably augment her marine ; but it mull be by

taking on a multitude of unfkilful people : for,

notwithstanding the progrefs which that country

has made in maritime affairs, though in a fhort

fpace of time fhe has got a greater force at fea

than the other northern powers, yet it may be

affirmed, that her navy is not nearly fo far

advanced as thofe of the reft of Europe ; with

which however fhe pretends to be upon an'

equal footing. Without the affiftance of the

Englifh and Dutch, to whom fhe is chiefly

indebted for being what fhe is in regard to

(hip-
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{hip-building; as well as the manoeuvring and

difcipline of the fleet, fhe would flill be much

farther behind. But various obftacles oppofe

the greater progrefs, which in herfelf me might

be able to make. Firft, the want of harbours

in the ocean j the fmall extent of coaft which

RufTia poffefTes, and which moreover is frozen

up for a great part of the year j and the fmall

number of fkilful feamen with which fhe can

man her fhips, if fhe will have their crews

compofed folely of natives. In fact, the only

port on the ocean pofTefT-'d by Ruflia, is Arch-

angel ; and that is only of ufe for the purpofes

of commerce. It lies fo far from the european

feas, that in order to get into them, there is

no other paflage than by the north-cape, 'fituate

in 72 degrees north latitude; -a way which is

only open during the middle of fummer.

Secondly, it is manifeft that a power which

has only a fmall extent cf coaft can hardly main-

tain a powerful force at fea. Now Ruflia has

no more coaft than that of the gulph of Finland,

between Viburg and Riga : but this, for fo

cxtenfive an empire, is no more than a point,

and is of a fmaller value, as, being confined

within land, without the advantage of tides, and

inacceffible for at leaft five months in the year,

in comparifon with the ocean is rather like a bay

than
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than a fea. Into this flatement, however, wc

do not take the ruffian poffeffions on the Euxine,

nor the almoft defart coafts of the White Sea

and the Frozen Ocean, nor yet the uninhabitable

regions of Kamtchatka.

Laftly, Ruffia is deftitute of experienced

failors, and mufb continue to be fo from the

nature of her government. The vaffal, the

only effective man in this empire to brave the

hardfhips of the fea, is fettered to the foil on

which he was born, and the fea is the proper

element only for freemen. In the nrft war

between the Ruffians and the Turks, it was one

fortunate circumftance among many others, that

they had fo far to go to meet the enemy, as, on

the long voyage from Cronfladt to the Archi-

pelago, the officers, as well as the failors, might

gather experience. It is true, the government

keeps 1 8,000 failors in pay -, but by far the

greateft part of them have never feen fervice.

A fmall number, in time of peace, are fent to

cruife about the Baltic j or, at molt, proceed fo

far as till they come in fight of the englifh coafl,

while others are employed in fummer to conduct

a few fhips from Cronfladt to Petersburg. But

this is too fhort an apprenticefhip for forming

a body of failors, which in war time cannot be

fupplied from the crews of merchant-ihips, for

Ruffia
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Ruffia lias fcarcely any, which principally arifes

from the fcvere prohibition, without a formal

pafs from the admiralty, to go out of the

empire. A merchant who fits out a veiTel mud
firft obtain leave of the admiralty to take a certain

number of Ruffians on board, for whofe return

he mud afterwards enter into an obligation, with

the penalty of 140 rubles each man. So that,

without a breach of the fundamental laws of the

empire, a number of failors cannot be had, on

the moft prefling occafion, fufficient to man a

large fleet. In fhort, a country that has no

diftant colonies, no confiderable fifheries, and

not an extenfive coaft, to make its inhabitants

familiar with the dangers of the fea, cannot

acquire a navy whereby to become formidable

to the maritime powers of Europe.

However, with all thefe defects, the ruffian

navy is fufficiently able to cover its coafls, to

convoy its merchant-fhips, and to obtain refpect

in the Baltic and the Archipelago -, as that of the

Turks is not better, but indeed far worfe than

the ruffian, and the former is daily declining,

and the latter improving. It is a great advan-

tage for Ruffia, and was a ftriking inflance of

the wife policy of Catharine, to keep up a good

understanding with the great maritime powers,

whom fhe fupplies with materials for fhip-

building,



EMPRESS CATHARINE II. iSjJ

building, and who muft therefore conciliate her

friendfhip ; and the rather as fhe cannot long

hope to be their rival.

1782. The brothers Gregory and Alexius

Orloff had long been retired from court. All

at once they again made their appearance, and

were almoft utter {bangers to each other. Both

of them were married *, and were juft come

from their travels in France, Italy, and Eng-

land. Gregory, unable to bear the fight of an

all-powerful rival,- abfented himfelf again without

delay.

Bobrinfky too about this time returned to

Peterfburg. This darling fon, whom the em-

prefs had by Gregory Orloff f, feemed deftined

to arrive at the firft dignities of the empire.

But the bad habits he contracted on his travels

rendered ufelefs the tendernefs of his mother,

and the care fhe had bellowed on his education,

Catharine, on feeing Bobrinfky arrived- at an

age fit for making the tour of Europe, had

* Gregory Orloff had married the young countefs

Zinovieff, his niece, maid of honour to the emprefs. He
had no children by his marriage. Alexius had only a

daughter, who was afterwards married to the fon of the

mimfter Panin.

-j* Catharine had alfo by Gregory Orloff a daughter, who

cither died young, or is living in obfcurity.

wilhed
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wifhed to give him in charge to Tome perfon

whofe fagacity, learning, and prudence, ren-

dered him worthy of fo much confidence. In

order to find fuch a man, fhe applied to count

Betzkoi, marfhal of the court, director of the

imperial corps of cadets, and a flatterer of

uncommon affiduity. Betzkoi, who thought of

little elfe than the advancement of his family,

and who imagined that the natural fon of Ca-

tharine would neceffarily make the fortune of

whoever mould ferve him in the capacity of

governor, afiured the emprefs that lieutenant-

colonel Ribas, his fon-in-law, was the fitteft

perfon for filling that office. The emprefs

believed him. Bobrinfky, at that time gentle,

modeft, docile, quitted Ruffia under the tute-

lage of Ribas, and returned to it with that per-,

verfity of manners and infolence, which he could

not fail to acquire from the leflbns and the

example of his licentious tutor*.

Though

* Ribas, who is become vice-admiral of the galley-fleet

ftationed at Nicolaef, on the Euxine, was born at Naples,

of a fpanifli family. His father, who was called Boujon,

was a farrier at Barcelona. When the fpanifli army marched

into Italy for the eftablifhrnent of Don Carlos, Boujon

performed fome petty fervices to general De Los Rios,

which procured him his attachment. Being come to

Naples, he fent for Ribas, and Los Rios, who became

roiniiter
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Though extremely afflicted at the deviations

of Bobrinfky, the emprefs long bore with them,

like an indulgent parent. But feeing that the

prefence of this thoughtlefs youth would expofe

her too often to confufion, fhe determined to

fend him into a fort of exile at Reval.

minifter at war, employed him in his office. Young Ribai

was made fun-lieutenant in the regiment of Sanfa. Some

little affair about paffports and patents obliged him to quit

Naples. He made for Leghorn, where the fquadron under

the command of Alexey Orloff, was then at anchor. The
admiral, who had reafon to know him to be a very ignorant,

and not very fcrupulous man^gave him a brevet of lieu--

tenant of one of the ihips, and employed him to commence

the ftratagem that was pra&ifed on the unhappy daughter of

Elizabeth. He afterwards fent him off to Peterfburg

with tidings that the victim was fallen into his hands.

Ribas, being arrived at Peterfburg, was regarded with

favourable eyes by the daughter of count BetzkoY, and

they were married. He was at the fame time appointed

lieutenant-colonel, and afGftant to his father-in-law. After

having attended Bobrinfky through France and Italy, he

was promoted to the ranks of brigadier and colonel of the

carabineers. At the fiege of Otchakoff, prince Potemkin

made him chef-d'efcadre. Shortly after he commanded the

galley -fleet on the Danube, and was raifed to be vice-

admiral. It may eafily be conceived what fort of a feaman

he was.—We have been rather circumftantial in this note,

in order to fhew by what means advancement might be fome-

times obtained at the court of Catharine.

5 On
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On her journey to Mohilef, the emprefs

had obferved that the people of White Rufiia,

who for the molt part profeffed the romifh

religion, were flrongly attached, not only to

that faith, but to the jefuits. Confidering

afterwards that there was no great danger in

permitting thefe monks to live in a corner of

her vaft dominions, whereas, on the other

hand, it would be advantageous to her to flatter

the opinion of the inhabitants of the new pro-

vinces, me appointed Shezronchevitch, a native

ofPoland, to be catholic archbifhop* of Mohilef,

to whom fhe gave as coadjutor a jefuit named

Beniflaufsky.

At the fame time fhe granted leave for the

eflablifhment of a feminary of jefuits, the direc-

tion of which was committed to father Gabriel

Denkievitch, appointed vicar-general of his

order.

Beniflaufsky was fhortly after difpatched to

Rome> in quality of minifter from the court of

Rufiia. On requeuing of the pope the efta-

blifhment of the jefuits, he delivered to him, on

the part of the emprefs, a letter, which, from

refpect to the greek chriltians, ihe difavowed in

* Formerly an excellent officer in the pruffian fervice :

moreover, a very worthy archbifhop.

the
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the gazette of Peterfburg* , but which was not,

therefore, the lefs written by her own hand. The

following are a few fragments of it

:

" I know that your holinefs is greatly embar-
ff raffed ; but fear ill agrees with your character.

" Your dignity cannot coincide with politics,

" whenever politics are injurious to religion.

<f The motives by which I have been led to

u grant my protection to the jefuits are founded

" on reafon and equity, as well as on the hope
,( that they will prove ufeful to my people.

c< That company of peaceable and harmlefs

" men fhall live in my empire, becaufe, of all

€s the catholic focieties, it is the beft qualified

<f to inftruct my fubjects, and to infpire them

" with the fentiments of humanity and the true

<c principles of the religion of Chrift.

ce I am refolved to fupport thefe priefts

" againft any potentate whatever; and in fo

< c doing I only fulfil my duty, fince I am their

" fovereign, and regard them as faithful, ufeful,

" and innocent fubjects. I am the more defirous

** to fee four of them inverted with the power
" of adminiftering confirmation at Mofco and
,c at Peterfburg, as the two catholic churches

* See the Peterfburg gazette of the ggth of April.

vol. in* o « o£
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" of thofe cities are committed to their care-

" Who can tell whether Providence may not

<c have decreed thefe pious men to be the inftru-

fc ments of that union, fo long devoutly defired,

" between the greek and roman churches ?

« c Your holinefs may banilh every fear, as I will

« f fupport with all my power the rights which

" you have received from Jefus ChriuV

The ambafladors of France and Spain, amazed

at feeing at Rome a minifter accredited by the

court of Ruffia, took various meafures for dif-

covering what might be the objecl: of thefe

negotiations* The pope himfelf informed them

of it, and afked them what anfwer he fhould

make. Each of them confulted his court, who

would have nothing to do in the bufinefs s and

the roman pontiff iffued a brief, maintaining the

ibciety of the jefuits in the dominions of the

emprefs of Ruffia.

Perhaps Catharine might make the obtaining

of this brief a matter of fo much confequence,

only becaufe fhe imagined that all the jefuits of

Europe and America would bring into White

Ruflia their treafures and their induftry. But,

whatever were her expectations, the fpoils of

Paraguay never came to Mohilef. The difciples

of Loyola were too artful to go and furrender

themfelves
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themfelves and their riches into the hands of a

monarch fo fuddenly become their patron, and

who was not in fubjection to the fee of Rome*,

The emprefs at length completed the dlvifioh

of her provinces f , and all of them enjoyed the

benefit of the regulations which fhe had begun

to introduce in 1776, in the governments of

Tver and Smolenfk. Every year of her reign

was marked by frefli conquefts and falutary

inftitutions.

It has been before obferved, that Catharine

diftinguifhed herfelf as an author. The nobleft

and truly affecting performances of her pen in

this quality were undertaken from affection to

* In a converfation, however, with father Q 'Sullivan at

the time, the writer of this note afked him how they could

live as a body after the order had been folemnly abolifhed

by the fovereign pontiff? The worthy jefuit hefitated to

reply, and made feveral evafions ; but at length, upon the

writer's faying that they mull certainly be prepared with

an anfwer to a queftion which it was natural for them to

expeft, and that he mould be glad to know it as a matter

of no farther confequence than as it had arifen in his mind,

and he had not been able to form a fatisfactory reply to it,

the good father faid it lay in the maxim, Lex non ejl lex

nifi promulgata. " Now," continued he, " the papal bull

" has never been published in the emprefs of Ruffia's

" dominions."

j- In the manner defcribed in our preliminaries, vol. i.

p- 2, 3, 4, et feq.

o 2 her
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her grandchildren. Hence arofe the ff Mifcei-
u ianeous Pieces," or, " The Library of the

f Grand-dukes." Pleafantry and inftruction,

national hiftory and defcription of manners,

livelincfs and gravity, the gay and the fevere,

are interchangeably blended together ; and who

is there but muft admire the great woman, who,

anndft the affairs of fuch an empire, reding

entirely on her own perfonal energy, was fo

conftantly attentive to the education of her

fucceffors ? It has fomewhere been thrown out

with an air of importance, that the " Sketch of

" Ruffian Hiftory" was taken from Stritter's ma-

nufcripts. Asifthatwasamatterof confequence!

as if it were ferioufly expected that the emprefs

fhould fit down to the tedious inveftigation of the

tranfactions and authorities of the dark periods of

fclavonian hiftory I as ifany literary man, intend-

ing to deliver lefibns of hiftory to his children,

would not adhere to the method obferved by

fome authentic writer !
' But, that a ruler over

ten kingdoms mould apply herfelf, with fo much

zeal and affiduity, in forming the minds of her

imperial progeny, that me underftood what was

proper for them to learn, and took the pains to

fee that they were taught it well : this is worthy

of particular notice by the pen of the hiftorianj

and the delightful " Tale of the tzarevitch

« Chlor"
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u Chlor" will at once captivate the heart ofevery

child, and pleafe every thinking man. An em-
prefs wrote it, and drew none of the material*

from any learned man's papers.

Catharine was eminently refpectable in the

circle of her family. With a fevere, but always

fond concern, with the only proper method of

treating children, in contradiction to her maternal

tendernefs, when it was neceflary to maintain

the authority of the preceptor, fhe profecuted

the culture of the affections and talents of her

grandfons, and lived to fee herfelf amply re-

warded for the cares fhe beftowed. She con-

verfed with the tutor in their prefencej and,

when they were abfent, wrote marginal remarks

©n their leflbns, one while addreffed to, the

icholars, and at others to the teacher. One

inftance of this kind may fuffice. The fubject

of the morning had been, the nature of the

government in Switzerland, on which the tutor

had difcourfed in conformity with his liberal turn

of mind. On returning to their ftudies the

following day, they read at the bottom of the

exercife, in the hand-writing of her majefty,

f< Monfieur I'Harpe, continuex vos lemons de cette

" forte 1 vosJentimens me plaifent beauccup."

This year was marked by the inauguration

©f the famous ftatue of Peter I.*— a work in

e 3 which
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which the genius of Stephen Falconet fo happily

feconcled the intention of Catharine.

The emprefs having refolved to erect: in tha

city of Petersburg an equeftrian ftatue of Peter

the great, fhe wrote to Falconet at Paris, to

come and execute that monument. He con-

ceived the defign of having for the pedeftal of

his ftatue a huge and rugged rock, to indicate

to pofterity, whence the heroic legiflator had

fet out, and what obftacles he furmounted.

An idea fo novel and fo fublime met with

general approbation : and now the bufinefs was

to find a mafs of flone which in fhape and

bulk might correfpond with the grandeur of the.

defign.

Chance, which is only favourable to great

undertakings, and does nothing for mediocrity,

ftept in to afiift the difcovery. Near the village

Lachta in Karelia, a rock was found, which

Nature had placed in a vaft morafs, not far

from a bay formed by the gulph of Finland.

At firft fight of this mafs it was deemed proper

for the execution of the views of the artift. On
meafuring it, it was found, that the height of it,

taken from the horizontal line, was 21 feet by

42 in length and 34 in breadth.

The very idea of moving fuch an enormous

mafs was fufficient of itfelf to deter any perfon;

from
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from the attempt : but under the reign of

Catharine II. difficulties were no hindrances to

the execution of a plan. Accordingly, the

bold project, worthy of the ancient Romans,

was formed for tranfportjng this rock to Peters-

burg.

In order to this, a beginning was made by

removing the ground to difcover its foundations.

It was natural to imagine, that what appeared

above the morafs was no more than the fummit

of a rock which funk deep in the bofom of the

earth ; but the workmen were juftly furprifed in

finding that this folid mafs of ftone was abfo-

lutely detached, and lay upon the ground as if

placed there by a miracle. x

To this fingular djfcovery another fucceeded

not lefs remarkable : which was, that in all this

vaft morafs and its environs, not another ftone

was to be found, nor even gravel or fand or any

other kind of fubftance analogous to this ftupen-

dous rock, or adapted to form its conftituent

parts.

But what ftruck the beholders with moll

aftonifhment was the interior of the ftone. A
ftroke of thunder had damaged it on one fide.

,

On knocking off the mattered fragment, inftead

ofhomogeneous particles, a collection of all forts

of precious Hones appeared : cryftals, agates,

o 4 granites,
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granites, topazes, cornelians, amethyffo, Re-
lented to the eyes of the curious a fight not lefs

unexpected than magnificent, and to the natu-

ralifts an object of interefting inveftigation *.

All thefe circumftances, which Nature had

combined in this rock, were powerful mo-
tives for fparing neither pains, nor expence,

nor labour, for drawing it from its place, and

fetting it as a monument, the only one of its

kind in the world, and worthy of perpetuating

the memory of the greateft of monarchs.

The firft difcovery of this ftone had been

made in the month of November 1768. The

labourers employed about it proceeded in their

work fo brifkly, that, in the month of March in

the following year, they were able to raife it

above the ground for placing it on grooves fill-

ed with cannon-balls, and dragging it forward

by windlaffes towards Peterlburg f.

One

* Thoufands of thefe, as wel! as other parts of the ftone,

were cut and polifhed into bracelets, rings, necklaces, fnuff-

boxes, heads of canes, &c. and found a very rapid fale,

not only among people of fafhion, but throughout the

empire.

•f The mechanifm for the conveyance of this rock was in-

vented by count Carbury, who here went under the name of

the chevalier Lafcari. A folid road was firft made from the

ftone to the fhore j jhen brafs flips were inferted under the

ftone
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One cannot fufficiently admire the ardour and

the celerity with which, in fo fhort a fpace of

time, and in the moft inclement feafon of the

year, fo much of this extraordinary enterprife

was completed : but what remained to perform

prefented a far more arduous operation.

This immenfe (lone was fituate at the diftance

of ii verfts, or about 41,250 englifh feet, from

the fpot where the monument was to be erected,

to which it was to ferve as the pedeftal.

On its tranfport thither it muft pafs over

heights, crofs moralfes and fwampy ways, be

conveyed over rivers, fall down the Neva, be

difembarked and drawn by land to the placd.

of its deftination.

Whoever would form a juft idea of the

greatnefs of this undertaking, and the labours

it required, muft confider that the weight of

this enormous mafs, geometrically calculated,

amounted to three millions two hundred thou-

fand pounds. The largefl obelifk that is known,

ftone to go upon cannon-balls of five inches diameter in

metal grooves, by windlaffes worked by 400 men, every day

200 fathom towards the more. The water tranfport was

performed by what are called camels in the dock-yards

of Peterfburg and Amfterdam, by. which nrft-rates and

other fliips of war, &c. are lifted over {hallows or bars

of fand, to their place of deftination.

that
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that which Conftantius, Ton of Conftantint-

great, caufed to be tranfported from Alexandria

to Rome, weighs only 907,7 3 9 pounds, which

does not come up to the third part of the weight

cf the rock of Peterlburg.

Such is the flone which fupports die equeftrian

ftatue of the legiflator of Ruffia. The hiftory

of the arts knows of nothing either fo great

or fo marvellous.

The flattie itfelf is truly a mafter-piece. Fal-

conet has fucceeded in the refemblancc to ad-

miration i the features of the tzar's countenance

are wonderfully well expreffed *. The artift:

reprefents the hero on horfeback as in the act of

afcending a fteep reck, the fummit of which he

purpofes to attain. Peter is crowned with laurels

and in an afiatic drefs ; he extends his right arm

with great dignity, while with the left he holds

the bridle of his horfe, whole beauty of form and

elegant attitude captivate the admiration of all

fpeclators. He {lands only on his hinder-feet,

and is in the attitude of a fiery courfer refolved

to attain the fummit of the rock. To combine

* In the model of the head of the hero, the artift Falconet

disclaimed all merit. It was the produ&ion of a lady,

mademoifelle Collot, who afterwards was married to Peter

Falconet, the fon of the artift, and is a performance of un-

common excellence.

folidity
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folidity with excellence was therefore difficult

;

but this the ingenious artifc found a way to

accomplish. The brazen ferpent which is

trampled on by the horfe, is emblematical,

doubtlefs, of oppofition to the views of the

monarch ; but it artfully ferves likewife to give

tn equipoife to the flatue ; the point of bearing

is by this means not perceived, which is the full

and flowing tail of the horfe gently falling on the

ferpent writhing with pain *.

Too much of the ftone was chipped off by

M. Falconet, fo that at laft it was in want of an

addition. It is grounded on piles clofely driven

;

and has on the fide towards the admiralty, in

letters of cad metal : Petru pervomu Eka-
terina vtoraia. 1782. and on the fide next

* The fount of the flatue was likewife done by M. Fal-

conet, in a houfe built on purpofe adjacent to the ftone.

The metal is a bronze of copper with fome tin and zinc,< and

weighed 44,041 rufs pounds ; the iron inferted in the hinder

part of the horfe, to preferve the balance, was 10,000 in

weight. The head, the arms, the feet, and the drapery of

the rider, are of the thicknefs of three, and the body of four

lines ; the head and the fore feet of the horfe are three lines

thick, but the thicknefs increafes hindwards to one inch.

Few founts of fuch a magnitude have ever been fo thin.

It is a coloffal ftatue, the figure of the monarch being 1

1

feet in height, and the height of the horfe 1 7 feet.

the
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the fenate the fame in latin : Petro primo

Catharina secvnda.

On the day * of the ceremonious difclofure

of this noble monument to the public, the

emprefs appeared in the balcony of the fenate -

houfe, and folemnized the event by the diftribu-

tion of gold and filver medals, and by a gracious

ukaufe, which put an end to every procefs of

more than ten years {landing, difcharged all

debtors who had been five years in confinement,

and remitted all debts to the crown below the

fum of 500 rubles f.

* The 7th of Auguft 1782.

•j- The expence of this monument was truly imperial.

The tranfport of the rock, its pedeftal, from Lachta, coft

70,000 rubles. Falconet's falary for nine years came to

48,000 rubles, and he received 26,800 rubles as a compenfa-

tion for free quarters : he was paid apart for the foundery

17,500 rubles ; his three affiftants 27,284 rubles, themelter

KailofF 2500 rubles, &c : all together amounting, by the

accounts of the office for public buildings, to 424,610

rubles.—Mademoifelle Collot acquired fuch great reputation

|>y compofing the head of the hero, that fhe was employed

to make a bull of the emprefs 'in marble, and engaged by

many of the nobility in works of like nature for them.

The medallion of the late lady Cathcart, who died in 1772,

at Peterfburg, for her monument in Scotland, is the work

of her chifel. This female artift, during her flay in Ruffia,

by her indefatigable induitry, gained a competency of about.

50,000 rubles.

1783.
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I7S3' Not long after this, Catharine infti-

tuted the order of St. Vladimir as a reward to

fuch of her fubjects as had faithfully ferved the

country in any civil employment ; having already

created the military order of St. George *, the

grand cordon of which is only given to generals

who have gained a battle. It muft be owrfed

that the hope of obtaining this recompence has

probably procured many a victory to Ruffia.

None knew better than Catharine what influence

the decorations of vanity have upon mankind.

Ruffia now beheld the rapid ii^zreafe of the

advantages derived from her late conquefts.

Her commerce on the Euxine was making

frefti progrefs from day to day. The ruffian

vefTels paffed the Dardanelles, and proceeded to

trade at Aleppo, at Smyrna, and in the ports of

Italy. The racey and delicious wines of Greece

were brought into White Ruffia, and from thence

were lent over all Poland.

Catharine had recently caufed the foundations

to be laid of the city of Kerfon, on the mores of

the Dniepr, at the diitance of about ten leagues

from OtchakofF; and prince Potemkin accele-

rated the works with incredible activity. He
was frequently feen to fet out from Petersburg,

* For a brief account of thefe orders the- reader is.

referred to p. 1 44 of tbi* volume.

fly
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fly as it were to the banks of the Dniepr*, and

make his appearance again on thofe of the Neva-|->

in lefs time than would be requihte for an ordi-

nary man to perforin the journey to Mofco.

Kerfon already counted 40,000 inhabitants

within its walls ; and from its yards were launched

not only veflels for the purpofes of commerce,

but fliips of war deftined to ftrike terror into

the ottoman empire.

This advantage rekindled the ambition of

the emprefs and Potemkin. They longed with

equal ardotlr for the conqueft of a country

without which they could not hope to realize

their plans againft the turkim empire, and the

porTeffion whereof would probably be fufficient

to compenfate the failure of thofe plans. Ca-

tharine began by detaching the Krimea from

Turkey, and immediately refolved to invade it.

The fertility of that councry is dill a matter in

difpute : but the refources it affords to her

* Kerfon, founded in 1778, is fituated on the fhores of

the Dniepr, a little above the mouth of the Bogh, and in

the neighbourhood of the Liman, a fvvanrpy lake, the

entrance to which is guarded by the fortrefs of Kinburn,

and is about a mile over. The Liman has depth enough for

the reception of large veffels ; but they very quickly decay

in it, as the water is frefh.

j- The dillance from Peterfburg to Kerfon is 2000 verits.

armies,
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armies; and the advantages it holds out to

commerce *, cannot be called in queftion. The

importance of the Krimea being fo great in the

opinion of Catharine, a fhort defcription of ic

will be here expected.

The Krimea is a narrow peninfula, of about

75 leagues in circuit, fituated to the fouth of

Peterlburg, between the 51ft and the 54th

degrees of longitude, and in the 46th degree

of latitude. Its mores on the fouth and the weft

are laved by the Euxine ; the fea of Azoff and

the Palus Mceotis inclofe it to the eaft and the

north. The ifthmus which joins it to the con-

tinent is not, in breadth, above a league and a

half. From this ifthmus, on which is built the

fortrefs of Perekop f, to the hill Karafu-bazar,

the country is only a vaft plain, rifing infenfibly to

the top of the hill, which forms the fouthern coafts.

The plain which extends from Perekop to

the river Sargir is in length about 25 leagues.

It contains a great number of morafles and lakes,

* Of what benefit it was to the antient Greeks, and

afterwards to the Genoefe, who got poffefiion of it in 147 1,

and were driven out of it by khan Bangli-Gueray, is well

known.—For a more particular account of the Krim, fee

that tranfmitted by the writer hereof to the Gent.'s Mag.

Auguil 1786, and thence copied into Ann. Reg. vol. xxviii.

p. 129.

-j; The Tartars call it Qr-kapi.

which.
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which furnifh fait to the provinces adjacent to

Rufila, to the Krimea itfelf, to Natolia, and to

Befiarabia.

Almoft the whole plain may be traverfed

without meeting with a running-ftream. The
inhabitants of that part are obliged to conftruct,

contiguous to each houfe, refervoirs for the

prefcrvation of rain-water. The land is there

deftitute of trees of all kinds. Not a fingle

bufh, not even a briar, is to be feen. The

plants cultivated there are in a wretched con-

dition. This nakednefs of the ground, however,

is not to be attributed to the defect of fertility,

but to the numerous herds and flocks continually

roaming about this part of the Krimea, devour-

ing or deftroying the vegetables it produces, at

the very inflant they begin to pufh upward.

The inclination of the Tartars for the no-

madic life, and their averfion to agriculture, is

the reafbn that this country is left to defolation.

But if thefe people could be once brought to

divide the land between them, there would

be pafturage enough, and the remainder would

abundantly produce the vegetables neceffary to

life. If one Tartar would addict himfelf to the

culture of the earth, his labour would fuffice

to fupply the wants of a hundred of his coun-

trymen.

6 The
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The Krimea may be divided into two parts

;

the flat country and the mountainous. The

former, which extends from Perekop to Kof-

lofF, and from the river Bulganak to Karafu-

bazar, to Keffa, and to Yeni-kaly, is fprinkled

with a number of fmall villages, the inhabitants

whereof live upon the profits arifing from fait

and the products of their cattle. The moun-

tains lie to the fouth, along the Euxine j and,

in a right line extend to the weft, from Ke,ffa as

far as the vicinity of Belbek.

The two moft confiderable rivers of the

Krimea are, the Salgir and the Karafu ; which

fall into the Palus Maoris. The former takes

its fource not far from Achmetfched, and the

fecond arifes near Karafu- bazar; from which

place, after having irrigated the adjacent plain,

it flows into the Salgir. All the other rivers

and dreams that fall from the chain of moun-

tains, beginning at Keffa, take a north and

north-eaft courfe, excepting that which iflues

from mount Akta, beyond Achmetfched. The
other rivers fall into the Euxine : thefe are the

Amna, the Katfha, the Belbek, the Kafoulki.

The mountains are covered with forefts of

timber trees, the haunts of favage beads. The

land of the vallies is fertile ; and for being pro-

lific, waits only for the hand of the labourer.

Vol. in. p Grain
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Grain of all kinds and the vine flourifti on their

declivities. The mountains contain mines, which

are fuppofed to be extremely rich ; but the

mountaineers defpife thefe natural bounties : the

produce of their flocks^ and a lkde bread, fufficc

them for fubfiftence *.

T-he ifle of Taman, fituate at the entrance of

the ftraight which connects the fea of Azof? with

she Euxine, is rich and very populous.

The Kuban, a vail and arid defart, whick

extends from the frontiers of the Krimea as far

as the foot of mount Caucafus, has, like the

Leffer Tartary, but a fcanty population.

Such are the countries of which the court

of Peterfourg, fince the peace of Kainardgi, has

impatiently waited for the moment of getting

poflefiion.

Catharine had no other view in raifing Sahim—

Gueray to the place of khan, than to make

* The myrzas, or nobles, and all the opulent Tartars :r.

general, relide continually in the country ; never comfr.g

into towns but on matters of bufinefs. They have no courts

of judicature in the country. Difputes are extremely rare

;

and whenever they happen, they are decided on the fpot by

the authority of the koran. Petty differences, that arife

in the villages, and cannot be adjudged by the koran, arc

amicably fettled by the elders or abeies. But in the towns,,

all affairs of importance, excepting cafes of murder, arj

brought before the ka'ima-khan, or- commandant, who pro-

nounces without appeal,

him
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him the inftrument of her ambicion ; Hie only

loaded him with carefTcs and benefits, in order

to render him a more refiftlefs viftim. That

prince* of a mild but weak and open difpofition,

was far from fufpecling the defigns of the Ruf-

fians. He was fond of novelties, and delighted

with the arts of Europe : the people of the

court indulged his inclination ; they procured

him the enjoyments of voluptuoufnefs and the

Refinements of luxury. He prefently learnt to

defpife the manners of his country. He quitted

his ufual manner of eating, engaged a ruffian

cook, and had his dinner ferved up upon

plate. Inftead of going on horfeback, like

the reft of his countrymen, he travelled and pa-

raded about the ftreets in a magnificent berlin.

Heedlefs of his independence, and to the de-

gradation of his dignity, he follicited a title in

the ruffian army $ and accepted a captain's com-

miffion in the preobaginfky guards •, of which

flie fent him the uniform, with the ribbon of

St. Anne. Vaffilliefky and Konftantinoff, ruf-

fian agents, decorated with the title of miniflers

plenipotentiary, were by turns the counfellors

of this too confident prince ; and thofe who

contributed moll to his ruin. The Tartars

loudly condemned his manner of life, and his

attachment to Ruffia; but, as he governed

V 2 them
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them with gentlenefs and equity, they afcribed

his deviations rather to the chriftians than to

himfelf.

In the mean time the Ruffians were in want

of a pretext for marching their troops into the
1

Kriinea. They ftrove hard to foment fome

revolt, that the khan might implore their fuc-

cour, and furrender himfelf entirely to them.'

Money, prefents, finifter counfels fecretly fpread

by their emifTaries, prefendy raifed him enemiet

even in his own family. Two of his brothers,

one of whom, named B-atti-Gueray, was go-

vernor of the Kuban, made an attempt to fur-

prife him in the city of Ke-ffa *, where he refided,

and forced him to fly for fhelter to Taganrok.

Immediately a ruffian army marched to hts

relief. Potemkin hafted thither himfelf; and his

name alone was fufficient to awe Batti-Gueray,

who fent to inform him that he voluntarily

diverted himfelf of the power which he had

ufurped.

The khan Sahim-Gueray now entered again

the Krimea; and, having called together the

greater part of the Tartar chiefs, he delivered

up to them thirteen of the principal rebels, who

* The aatient Theodofia, or the Cimmeriuia of ant*-

equity.

were.
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were put to death on the fpot. After which he

faid :

—

f* You Tee before you my two brothers

" and myfelf : which of us will you have to

« govern you ? Name him freely. I will fub-

«* fcribe to your choice."— All the Tartars

Iwore that they would have none but Sahim-

Gueray,

This arrangement was not perhaps very

agreeable to the court of Petersburg ; but,

whatever courfe the Tartars mould have taken,

its refolution was already adopted; the Krimea

was to be ufurped. •

The emprefs immediately lent off rein-

forcements to her armies in Poland and the

Ukraine ; and made every preparation that a

fpeedy declaration of war could require. She

then wrote to her minifter at Conftantinople to

demand far more extenfive advantages than

thofe which had been ftipulated by the treaties

;

and to oblige the divan to promife, that, what-

ever might hereafter be the fate of the Krimea,

it would not interfere. She did more; fhe en-

gaged the imprudent Sahim-Gueray to demand

the ceflion of Otchakoff.

The divan was incenfed at all thefe preten-

lions : but, feeble and difunited, they feigned

a defire to go to war j yet murmured, initead of

flying to arms. They, however, fent a pafha

P 3 to
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to take pofTeffion of the ifle of Taman. Sahim-

Gueray, pufhed on by the Ruffians, fummoned

the pafha to retire. Inftead of obeying, the

irritated pafha caufed the envoy of the khan to

be beheaded. The Ruffians, pretending a de-

termination to avenge the affront put upon that

prince, requefted him to grant them a pafTage

for their troops to go and attack the Turks

:

but, no fooner were they entered his dominions,

than, inftead of proceeding againft Taman,

they fell back, and fpread themfelves over all

the peninfula, of which they eafily became

mailers. General Balmain* took by furprife

the town of Keffa, where the khan was, and

forced the imams, the myrzas, and the other

principal Tartars, to take the oath of allegiance

to the emprefs.

During thefe tranfactions general SuvarofFhad

been employed in fubduing the Tartars of the

Kuban and the Budziaks. Prince Potemkin,

who had advanced to the regions beyond the

Kuban, was receiving the homage of fultan

Batti-Gueray and the hordes that; roam about

thofe extenfive diftricts,

The Ruffians continued for fome time to

flatter the khan, and promifed him a penfion of

* This oiEcer is defcendcd of a good family in NorUj

Britain.

800,000
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800,000 rubles *. But both the prince and his

country did not the lefs remain under the yoke.

Though this invafion, executed in violation of

every law of nations, and under fanction of the

facred names of avenging juftice and protecting

friendfhip, had not rouzed even ottoman indo-

lence to arms, Catharine neverthelefs publifhed

a manifefto to juftify, in the eyes of Europe, the

fpoliation of the unfortunate Sahim-Gueray, and

to accufe the Turks of having broke the treaty

of Kai'nardgi.

In the mean time the ruffian khan abdicated

his throne, and transferred the fuppofed right

to the dominion of his country to the emprefs.

This was no lefs than an abfolute fale of a people

and their country, the khan receiving eonfider-

able eftates in Rufiia for the purchafe. It feems

remarkable, that neither this abdication nor

purchafe are fpecirled as affording any title of

claim to Rufiia upon the country j nor indeed

are they at all taken notice of in the manifefto

publifhed by the emprefs on the occafion f

.

In that piece, which is figned by her majefty,

and dated at St. Petersburg on the 8th of April

* Previous to the conqueft he had a revenue of three

millions of rubles.

f Which the reader may fee at large in the Appendix

fubjoined to this Volume.
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1783, (although it did not make its appearance

until late in the fummer,) the Krimea, the

Kuban, and the ifland of Taman, are declared

to be for ever annexed to her dominions. It

ftates, that the great fucceffes which enabled

Ruffia to fubdue the Krimea in the late war, and

to have retained it, iffhe had fo chofen, at the

peace, would have afforded her a full right to

its dominion. But that, and many other con-

quefts, were facririced to her defire of eftablifh-

ing the public tranquillity, and the frinndfhip

between the two empires, upon the mod per-

manent foundations. That thefe motives had

induced her to ftipulate for the freedom and

independence of the Tartars, as the means

of cutting off every poffible caufe of future

difTention.

The failure of this defign,and all the fubfequent

troubles of the Krimea, are partly attributed to

the fecret infinuations and conduct of a certain

u.n-named, but well nnderftood, power, in fo-

menting the difcontents, partly to the reftlefs

temper of the Tartar nation, and partly to their

being fo long accuftomed to fervitude, that the

greater part of the people were incapable of

underftanding or enjoying the benefits of that

freedom and independence which had been

obtained for them. To indemnify Ruffia for

the
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the expence of money and blood fhe had already

been at, to prevent fimilar confequences in

future, for the prefervation of the public tran-

quillity, and to remove all caufes of farther

contention between the two empires, were held

out to be the objects of the prefent meafure.

The Tartars were affured that they mould be

placed upon an equality with the antient fubjects

of Ruffia, and that they mould enjoy the rnoft

abfolute liberty of confcience, with the full

exercife of their public worfhip and religious

ceremonies.

This manifefto was anfwered by the Porte in fo

mafterly a manner, both with refpecl: to ftyle and

matter, that it might be confidered as a model

for fuch documents. After pointing out, and

fcverely animadverting upon the encroaching

difpofition and the over-ruling fpirit of the

court of Petersburg, and examining and invali-

dating the pretended claims Upon the Krimea,

it proceeds to expofe, in a very ftriking point

of view, that wantonnefs of power, and inordi-

riacy of ambicion, which couid extend them to

the Kuban, to the ifle of Taman, and to the

fovereigncy of the Euxine. It puts the queftion,

What pretenfion of right can Ruffia have to

territories annexed for ages to the dominions of

the Porte? Would not fuch claims, on any

part
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part of the ruffian empire, be inftantly repulfedr

And can it be prefumed that the Sublime Porte,

however defirous of peace, will acquiefce in

wrong, which, however it may be difguifed -by

ambition under the colour of policy, reafon and

equity muft deem abfolute ufurpation? What

northern power has the Porte offended ? Whofe

territories have the ottoman troops invaded ?

In the country of what prince is the turkifli

ftandard difplayed ? Content with the bound-

aries of empire affigned by God and the pro-

phet, the wifhes of the Porte are for peace :

but, if the court of Rufiia be determined in her

claims, and will not recede, without acquifitions

of territory which do not belong to her, appeal-

ing to the world for the juftice of its proceedings,

the Sublime Porte muft prepare for war, relying

On the decrees of heaven, and confident in the

interpofition of the prophet of prophets, that

he will protect his faithful followers in the hour

of every difficulty.

The Porte, but little verfed in the art of rea-

foning, and yet determined to reply to the

emprefs's manifefto, had recourfe to a chriftian

pen*, which eafily proved the injustice of

Catharine's pretenfions
3
and the perfidioufnefs of

* The anfwer of the Porte was attributed to fir Robert

Ainflie, the englifh minifter at Conftantinople.

her
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her conduct : but of what avail are fuch writ-

ings ? The caufes of fovereigns are pleaded

effectually only by the fwordj and for a long

time the Turks were afraid to employ it, or

employed it but badly againft the Ruffians.

Not doubting that the Turks would declare

war againft her, and being apprehenfive that

Guftavus III. might take advantage of the

abfence of the ruffian armies for attacking her

in that quarter, Catharine formed the defign of

concluding a new treaty of alliance with that

prince. She had already propofed it to him

feveral times, both by the minifter whom he had

at Peterfburg, and by that whom fhe kept at

Stockholm ; but her attempts were without

effect. She refolved on having a fecond inter-

view with the fwedilh monarch.

The place of appointment was fixed for Fre-

derikfham, a fmall town (Irongly fortified on the

gulph of Finland, and the laft poffefted by the

Ruffians on the fide of Sweden. The emprels

repaired thither * in a yacht. She was attended

by count Ivan Chernicheff, the minifter Bezbo-

rodko, the grand ecuyer Narilhkin, the favourite

kanikoi, and feveral ladies of the court j among

* The 39th of June,

whom
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whom were princefs Dafhkoff, who for fome

time paft had, to all appearance, regained the

friendfhip of Catharine.

Guftavus * had in his fuite count Kreutzf, his

firft minifter, general Armfeldr, Munck, and

and feveral other officers.

The emprefs had previously caufed two con-

tiguous houfes to be hired, which were furnifhed

with great elegance, and between which a galltry

of communication had been conftructed. One

of thefe was occupied by herfelf, the other ferved

as quarters to the king of Sweden •, in fuch man-

ner, that during the four days that thefe two

fovereigns remained at Frederiklham, they

might freely difcourfe together as often as occa-

sion required J.

* Only a few days before, being at a review, he had his

'arm broke by a fall from his horfe.

-j- The fame who had been ambaffador In Spain and In

France,

I The emprefs, who was lavlfh of her fine fpeeches to

the fwedifh monarch, engaged Hover, a danifh painter, to

execute a picture, where that princefs and Guftavus III.

are reprefented fitting and converging amicably together.

The author of this hiitory faw the original of this picture

in the cabinet of the king of Sweden at Droningfholm

;

he likewife faw a copy of it at the painter Hoyer's houfe at

Copenhagen.

The
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The peace had been figncd fome months

before *. There was no longer any reafon for

keeping the neutrality of the north in arms

;

yet the emprefs, being defirous of it, Guftavus

confented. She afterwards propofed to that

prince to remain neuter during the war with the

Turks; and afilired him, that after the termina-

tion of. that war ihe would affift him in gaining

pofTeffion of Norway. Flattered with this

hope, Guftavus promifed to comply with all

that Catharine required ; and they parted highly

fatisfied one with the other, and their minds

filled with their different fchemes of conquefl.

Before (he quitted Frederikfham, the emprefs

gave her portrait to count Kreutz, and tefbified

her. magnificence towards the fwedilh officers.

Guftavus alfo made divers prefents to the ruffian

minifters and courtiers. He decorated the

favourite Lanfkoi with the order of the polar

ftar ; and, on his return to Sweden, he fent to

princefs .Dafhkoff a diploma of member of the

academy "of Stockholm.

The Porte was the lefs eager to make war, as

the preparations of the Ruffians feemed infallibly

to allure them of victory. Seventy thoufand

men;, under the orders of prince Potemkin,

# la the mojjth of January.

were
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were afiembled on the frontiers of the Krimea,

Prince Repnin was at the head of 40,000, in

readinefs to back the former. Marfhal Ro-

mantzoff, with a third army, had his general

quarters at KiefF. The fquadrons of the Euxine

were armed ; and ten fail of the line, with

feveral frigates, were only waiting the fignal

for proceeding from the Baltic to the Mediter-

ranean.

1784. The court of London, vexed that

Rufiia had appeared at the head of the armed

neutrality, {trained every nerve to induce the

divan to have recourfe to arms : but in vain.

France and Auftria prevented it. Tnftead of

fighting, they took the better mode of negotia-

tion. By a new treaty, figned at Constantinople,

between the ruflian plenipotentiary Bulgakoff and

the minifters of the grand fignior, the emprefs

retained the fovereignty of the Krimea, of the

iQe of Taman, and a great part of the Kuban;

and the Turks acknowledged the right which

fhe pretended inconteftibly to have to the domi-

nion of the Euxine, and to the paffige of the

Dardanelles. Thus Catharine acquired, with-

out the necefiity of going to war, a vaft terri-

tory, and 1,500,000 new fubjects.

The emprefs reftored their ahtient names to

the Krimea and to the Kuban.- The former of

thefe
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thefe countries was called Tavrida, and the other

Caucafus *.

The example of Sahim-Gueray might have

taught the other princes to dread the cruel pro-

tection of Ruffia : but the prefents of prince

Potemkin dazzled the eyes of fome of them.

Heraclius, fovereign of Kartalinia and Kakhetti,

who had formerly borne arms under the famous

Thamas Kouli-khan, and fought in the laft war

of the Ruffians againft the Turks, performed

homage to Catharine for his dominions.

Solomon, fultan of Immeritia and Georgia,

was alio purfued by the courteous intrigues and

the treacherous benefits of the emprefs and the

favourite. Brave and haughty, he at firft refo-

lutely perfifted in depending entirely on his

* Which never fail to remind us of the old ftories of the

grecian hiftory ; Iphigenia in Tauris ; the race-ground of

Achilles ; the cities Pantikaposum,. Bofporus, Tanais ; and

of the chained Prometheus, the tribes of Caucafus, and

Circaffia, ftill famous for the beauty of its ladies. The
territory of the Krimea is larger than the kingdom of

PrufTia was at that time (that is, Eaft and Weft Prufua and

the Netz diftrict) ; has a rich foil, but is poor in people.

Catharine herfelf brought away in 1779 tne numerous

Greeks that inhabited the fouthern part of the peninfula

into her own country ; though they have not been very pro -

fperous in their new diilricls : at that time, therefore, (he

teems to have had no thoughts of taking poifeffion of it.

*4 fcymetar;.
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fcymetar ; but a mound of gold, a crown, and

oftentatious promifes, reduced him to fiavery.

Shortly after this he died , and fultan David his

fon was incapable of imitating him, except in

his weakneffcs.

Potemkin did not invade the country of the

Zaporavians ; but, ever combining artifice with

force, he carried off 60,000 of thefe Kofaks,

and fent them into the Krimea, where he

founded thofe colonies which at prefent furnifh

failors to the fquadrons of the Euxine, and

efpecially to the galley-fleet of NicolaefF.

While employed in extending the empire of

his fovereign, prince Potemkin was >not unmind-

ful of his perfonal interefts. Though proprie-

tor of immenfe eftates in different provinces

of Ruflia, he ftill acquired a part of the rich

domains which the princes Lubomirflcy and

Sapieha had pofTeffed in Podolia and Lithuania^,

His enemies thought that he was providing for a

retreat into Poland : but, whatever were his

intentions, never did his favour appear fo firmly

eftablidied, never had he been attached to Ruffia

by fo many titles and employments. The em-

prefs honoured him with the furname of Tavrit-

fchelky *, gave him the government of Tavrida,

* TheTaurian.

with
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with the rank of grand admiral of the Euxine,

and built for him the magnificent palace in

Peterfburg which bears the name of Tavrit-

fchefky.

This fuperb edifice, the Taurian Palace, con-

fifts properly of only a ground floor ; but the

body of the building, the wings whereof extend

to a prodigious length, has over the portal two

ftories, fupported by columns, which are covered

at top by a grand cupola. The entrance of the

main building leads into an open fpaee, in which

on both fides lodging rooms project. Through

this is the grand entrance into a quadrangular

veftibulej furrounded by columns ofextraordinary

magnitude, and lighted from above by the win-

dows of the fecond ftory. A gallery at a confi-

derable height runs round it, for the orcheftra,

which is alfo .provided with an organ. From

this veftibule the fpectator proceeds into the

grand hall, through a double row of columns*

If it be poffible by verbal defcription to excite

the impreffion which the fight of this temple of

gigantic architecture produces, it can only be

done by the moft artlefs and fimple repre-

fentation. Let the reader then figure to himfelf

a hall upwards of ioo paces in length, pro-

portionably broad, having the roof fupported by

a double colonnade of coloffal pillars. At about

vol.. in. 0, half
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half the height between thefe pillars are boxeSj

ornamented with filk curtains and feftoons. In

the paffage formed by the double rows of pillars,

hang at dated diftances large cryflal luftres

from London, the lights of which are reflected by

a mirror of uncommon fize at each end of the

room. The room itfelf has neither ornaments

nor furniture, it being only defigned for grand

entertainments : but, in the two femicircles

which terminate the colonnades, ftand two vafes

of carrara marble, which by their extraordinary

magnitude and the excellence of the workman-

fhip, correfpond with the grandeur and magnifi-

cence of the whole. Now let the reader, with

his intellectual compaffes, ftrike out a fcmicircle

from one end of this great colonnade to the

other, on the fide facing the veftibule by which

he entered, and this will inclofe the winter-

garden, of itfelf an enormous building; the roof

of which being too large to fupport itfelf without

columns, thefe are made to refemble palm trees,

The warmth is kept up by numerous flues in the

walls and columns, and leaden pipes with hot

water run in various ramifications under ground

beneath the parterres and grafs plots. The

walks of this garden lead between Bowery fhrubs

and fruit-bearing hedges, in ferpentine directions

over little hills, and to a variety of bowers, oc-

casioning
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cafioning at every ftep fome new furprife. The

eye, when weary of the luxurious mixture ofgaudy

colours in the vegetable world, recreates itfelf in

contemplating the choiceft productions of art.

Here a grecian head invites our admiration

;

there the attention is fixed by a motley collection

of rare fifties in cryftal vafes. We turn from

thefe objects to enter a grotto of mirror-glafs,

which reflects the trees, and plants, and ftatues,

. and flowers in multiplied diverfity, or to gaze at

the fingular mixture of colours in the faces of a

mirror-obelifk. The genial warmth, the odour

of the nobler plants, the voluptuous filence that

reign in this inchanting garden, lull the fancy

into fweet romantic dreams : we think ourfelves

in the groves of Italy, while torpid nature,

through the windows of this pavilion, announces

the feverity of winter.^—In the centre of this

bold creation {lands on an elevated pedeflal the

ftatue of Catharine II. of carrara marble, with

the attributes of legiilatrix.—On the death of

prince Potemkin the emprefs adopted this as her

autumnal palace j for which purpofe the left

wing was lengthened by taking in the whole fide

of a ftreet. In making the neceffary alterations

1500 men were employed, who continued their

work in the night by the light of torches, that

it might be ready for the coming autumn.

Q. 2 Compare
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Compare the foregoing defcriptlon of the winter*

garden with that of the climate of Ruffia*.

In proportion as the number of thofe who

had long been in her fervice diminished, Ca-

tharine doubtlefs was the better able to judge of

their value. She loft now the two principal

chiefs of the confpiracy that hod placed her on

the throne. Count Nikita Ivanovitch Panin

and prince Gregory Orloff died almoft at the

lame time, one at Peterfburg, the other at

Mofco.

Panin died of grief and chagrin, a fatal malady

to which difcarded minifters are very liable f.

From the moment when Potemkin refilled him

in the council and deprived him of the manage-

ment of affairs, be began vifibly to decline, and

was a flranger to all repofe of mind but what he

looked for in death.

Prince Orloff* clofed his term of life in a ftill

more tremendous manner. Though he re-

* In our preliminaries, vol. i. p. 44, 45, & feq. See

Storch's " Gemaelde von St. Peterfburg."

f Count Panin died the 31ft of March 1783, and left

behind him the character of an honeft well-meaning man.

At his death his eitates were fold for 173,000 rubles, which

was not fufficient to pay his debts. Many inftances of hi*

generofity are well known : of 9000 boors once prefented

him by the emprefs, he gave 4000 among three of his

Secretaries in the department of foreign affairs.

8 mained
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inained in pofTefTion of the benefits which the

emprefs had heaped upon him, and was the

hufband of a young and handfome wife, the

prefence o,f the new favourites was infupportable

to him. He patted almoft all the latter years of

his life in travelling. In 1782 he flopped at

Laufanne, where he had the misfortune to lofe

his wife, which threw him into a deep melan-

choly. He immediately returned to. court, but

it was only to prefent to his former friends

the fad fpeccacle of his infanity. At one moment

he delivered himfelfup to aa extravagant gaiety*,

which made the courtiers laugh: then, burfting

out into reproaches againft the emprefs, he {truck

terror and amazement in all that heard him, and

plunged the monarch herfelf in the bitternefs

of grief. At length he was forced to retire

* When Gregory Orloff was all powerful at court, he

frequently called Catharine by the diminutive of her name,

Kattinha or Kaioufchha. After his return from his firft

travels, he retained this habit. He had brought with him

from Holland a fort of doctor, or rather a buffoon, named

Janijoffy, who took the fame liberty. The emprefs was at

times fubjeft to fits of low fpirits, of which this phyfician

pretended to cure her; and when he found her in a

dull humour, he would fay, " Kattinka, we muft be cheerful

" in order to be well, and we mult walk in order to be

*< cheerful "—Then, giving her his arm, he walked witfe

her about the gardens of the palace.

%3 lb
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to Mofco. There his remorfe revived with ten-

fold fury. The bleeding made of Peter III.

purfued him into every retreat ; haunted his

affrighted mind by day, and feared him in the

vifions of the night j he beheld it inceffantly

aiming at him an avenging dart, and he expired

in defpair*.

In the former period of his favour, Gregory

OrlofF had received of the emprefs a medallion

furrounded with brilliants, on which was the

portrait of that princefs, and he wore it at

his button-hole. After the death of the prince,

count Vladimir OrlofF came to Peterfburg to

prefent this miniature to the fovereign, who,

returning it to him, bade him give it to his

brother Alexey, whom fhe permitted to wear

it. Surely an awful prefent

!

Alexius Orloff refided at Mofco at the time

of the emprefs's death. Who would have

thought that the fequel to the revolution of

2762. was to be acted in 1797 ? The new

emperor Paul Petrovitch, on coming to the

crown, cauftd the corpfe of his father Peter III.

after fo many years had elapfed fince its inter*

ment in the church of the monaftery of St. Alex-

* In the month of April 1783.

ander
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ander Nefsky, to be taken up and brought to the

palace, in order to pay it fimilar honours with

thofe to be fhewn the defunct emprefs his wife.

In the printed ceremonial, prince Baratinfky and

count Alexey Orloff were to ftand one on each

fide the corpfe of Peter as chief mourners. That

unfortunate monarch having omitted the cere-

mony of coronation, the imperial crown was

fetched from Mofco, and placed upon his coffin

as it lay befide that of the emprefs, and over

both a kind of true-love-knot, with this in-

fcription in rufs :
" Divided in life, united in

death." The two chief mourners took their

ftation in prefence of the affembled court amid

fable cloaks, black hangings, lighted tapers, and

all the folemnity of imperial woe. Count

Alexey, being bleflfed with ftrong nerves and

much ufage of the world, flood out the doleful

icene ; while prince Baratinfky, with a heart of

finer mould, fainted under the weight of grief

:

and it was only by the repeated application of

volatile falts and other ftimulants, that he could

be made to fupport his ftation during the three

hours appointed by the ceremonial. Count OrlofF,

afterwards, received permifiion, without afking

for it, to vifit foreign parts ; and prince Baratin-

fky was fpared the trouble in future of paying his

attendance at court.

0.4 It
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It happened in 1780, or thereabouts, that,

after prefenting fome travellers at court, the

englifh minifter and his countrymen were ho-

noured by her majefty's convention, during

which fhe faid, in her lively manner, and (hew-

ing prince Baratinfky who flood pretty near her :

€c Voila un homme qui m'a rendu le plus grand fer-

" vice dans un moment extremement critique."

At hearing this, all prefent were filled with the

utmoft aflonifhment, as the particulars of the

revolution made one of thofejecrets which every

body knows; and it would have for ever

remained liable to a wrong interpretation, if

her majefly had not almoft immediately added,

that, in flepping out of her carriage, her foot

twilled at the ancle, and if prince Baratinfky had

not caught her at that inflant, fhe muft have

fallen on her face to the ground. This little

anecdote, trifling in itfelf, feems to afford matter

in evidence that fhe was ignorant of the manner

of her hufband's death as generally believed,

Otherwife it can fcarcely be imagined that a per-:

fon of her prefence of mind would have hazarded

fo ambiguous an expreffion.
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CHAP. XII.

Relations of Rujfia with Perfia, China, and

Japan.—'The emprefs refolves to defend the

rights ofjofeph II. over the Scheld.—Adventure

of the grand duke at Gatjhina.—Death of

Lanfko'i. — Marriage of prince Potemkin.—
Termoloff becomes favourite.—League of the

eleclors.—>Treaty of commerce with France.—

"Dinner of Toleration. — Momonoff fucceeds

Termoloff.*—The emprefs purchafes the libraries

of Voltaire and d'Alembert.-— 1784, 1785,

1786.

I HE vicinity of the Cafpian invites the Ruf-

fians to trade with Perfia ; and by Perfia they

can eafily profecute a commerce with India.

Accordingly, they have long profited by this

advantage. Tzar Alexey Michailovitch, who

in a manner prepared the reign of his fon

Peter I. as Philip had prepared that of Alex-

ander, caufed fome fmall vefTels to be built by

his dutch carpenters *, with which he protected

the commerce carried on by his fubjecls with

* About the year 1660.

the



2£4 LIFE 0F TIJ 2

the inhabitants of the province's of Ghilan and

Mazanderan.

Peter I. whofe genius favoured every thing

that was grand or ufeful, extended thefe relations

ft'ill farther, and eftablifhed a counting-houfe at

Schamachy, a rich and commercial town, which

is faid to have been the antient abode of Cyrus *.

Perfia was at that time a prey to a number of

petty rebellious tyrants, who, taking advantage

of the quarrels between the ufurper Mahmoud f
and the feeble Schah-Huftein J, pillaged and

ravaged thofe delightful countries. The Lef-

guis, a race of Tartars who are the antient

Albanians, rufhed down from mount Caucafus 3

made themfelves matters of Schamachy, and

majlacred the ruffian merchants with the other

inhabitants,

Juftly incenfed at this outrage, Peter de-

manded juftice of its authors : but, either from

inability or infolence, fatisfaction was denied

him. From that moment he refolved to feek

* He is called Kur-khan by the Tartars and Perfiana,

who relate many particulars concerning that prince, un^

known to the hiftories in ufe among us. Some pretend that

he had his name from the river Kur. ,

•j- Son of the barbarian Mirveftz.

^ Schah, or Schach, figniliesyoT>mv^«. Sophi is not 3

title ; it is the name of a family, which traces back its

origin to Tamerlane,

his
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his own revenge, and by taking advantage of

the troubles in Perfia, to gain pofifeffion of the

whole weftern coaft of the Cafpian. He em-

barked * on that Tea, failed as far as the town of

Andreoff, landed, and proceeded to lay fiege

to Derbent, capital of the Dage (Ian. Derbent f,

a fortified town of confiderable length, and

taking its name from having formerly an iron

gate, made no greater refinance then than it

iince did in our times, when attacked by Vale-

rian ZuboffJ. The troops of Peter I. were

victorious not only at Derbent but before the

opulent town of Bachtuj and three provinces

remained fubmiffive to the Ruffians, till they

were afterwards re-conquered by Thamas Kouli-

khan.

The interruption of the commerce of the

Ruffians with Perfia lafted for fome time. It

was not till 1744 that it was revived by the

Engliih, who obtained of the emprefs Elizabeth

permiffion to navigate the Cafpian. By this

navigation they procured great quantities of fine

filks, cotton, and the other valuable commo-

dities the growth and manufacture of Perfia.

* In 1722.— See the hiftory of Peter the great.

f Derbent, or Iron-gate, is called by the Turks Demn>
Cadi.

J In the year 17960

They
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They eftablifhed a factory an Mefchekj uey

travelled with the caravans as far as the Greater

Tartary, to Samarkand, and to Bolkara.

The appearance of the englifh flag upon the

Cafpian gave umbrage to the famous Thamas

Kouli-khan : but, unable to contend with it,

that artful tyrant came to the refolution of de-

priving the Ruffians of its affiftance. In order

to effect, this, he gained over the captains Elton

and Woodroffe *, who had under their com-

mand the englifh veffels, and they entered into

his fervice.

Eicon, on being made admiral by Thamas

Kouli-khan, caufed (hips of war to be con-

ftructed, with which he forced the ruffian veffels

to falute the perfian flag, and to acknowledge

its fuperiority. The emprefs Elizabeth, having

information of this proceeding, immediately re-

voked the permiffion which fhe had granted to

the englifh company, and fought means of

avenging herfclf on Thamas Kouli-khan, by

raifing him up enemies among his own "foldiers.

Shortly afterwards, this conqueror, while pre-

paring to make a defcent on Ruffia, was afTafli-

nated, during his fleep, in the plains of Mogan.

* It is to thefe two navigators that we are indebted for

the only good map that has ever ber a madcof the CafpiaD,

From
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From that time the Perfians, being involved

in frefh troubles, thought no more about the

affairs of the Cafpian ; and all their fnips were

deftroyed by the Ruffians.

By the treaty of commerce renewed with the

court of London in 1766, Catharine reftored to

the Englifh the privileges of which they had

been deprived by Elizabeth. But, whether

from want of confidence, or whether on account

of the confufions that were fecretly raifed among

them, they were never able to make that trade

fo profitable as their firft company had done.

The Ruffians then are almoft the only people

who derive any great advantage from the com-

merce of the Cafpian. With about 100 veflfels of

between 40 and 80 tons burden, they go and

fetch filk and cotton from Ghilan, carpets and

fine Huffs from the other provinces, carrying

in exchange to the Perfians, iron, fleel, and

furs.

Independently of this traffic, the Ruffian's

carry on a confiderable fifhery on the Cafpian.

In that fea they take the fhamai, a fifli refem-

bling the herring, and the kofla, greatly fuperior

in flavour to the roach of the ocean *. They

* The fifh of the Cafpian is of a tafte far more delicate

than that of other feas. This fuperiority is attributed to

the quality of the waters, which is bitter and not fait.

alfo
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alfo take great numbers of fea-dogs, the fkinsof

which they fell to the Englifh and the Dutch,

making \\k of the fat in the preparation of

foap.

The rivers of Perfia alfo fupply the Ruffians

with great quantities of thofe fiih from whence

the caviar * is made 5 a grand article of com-

merce,

* Caviar, by the Ruffians called i£ra, an article of fo

much eonfequence to the indullry and to the palates of the

Ruffians, is prepared in the parts about the Volga, the

"Ural, and the Cafpian, of the roes of fturgeons, fterlets,

fevrugas, and fitrinas. The lump of roe is the firft thing

taken out after cutting up the fifh. A large beluga will

yield about five pood of roe ; but which, on account of

the quantity of vifcous matter mixed with it, is not much

efteemed. From a fturgeon never more than 30 pound

has been taken, and from the fevruga only 16 or 12. As
of the beluga-roe five eggs weigh a grain, fo a large beluga

has fix or feven millions of eggs. The different treatment

of the roe determines the different quality of the caviar*

The firft fpecies is the preffed caviar. To this purpofe the

roes are only cleanfed from the coarfefc firings and fibres,

falted with two pound of fait to the pood, and fpread out

to dry in the air. This preparation in fair weather require*

about fix hours, and in cloudy weather at moil a day. It

is now immediately put into tubs. To make this fort for

fale, it is common to take the fpoiled roes of dead fifh

thrown upon the more, or fuch as are too greafy for other

forts, and even the fragments and offals that would not

pafs through the fieve for the finer kinds, fait it in boxes,

and then tread it down in tight tuba. Such caviar cofts in

Aftrakhan



empress Catharine it. 239

-merce, and without which fcarcely any eatables

are ferved in the north.

The

Aftrakhan half a ruble the pood.—The feafoned or grainy

lort is better than this. When the roe is cleanfed from the

coarfer particles, it is fhaken into long troughs, faked with

eight or ten pounds to the pood, and well mixed with it.

It is now brought to the fieve or ftretched net-work, through

which it is fqueezed, in order that the remaining fibrous

parts may be completely feparated: then, like the former,

it is preffed in tubs. The pood colls between one and two

rubles; and this fort is the ufual food of the common

people during the lents or fails enjoined by the religion of

the country : but it is too fait for the tafle of every one.

The beft fort is the fack-caviar, for the cleanlinefs of its

preparation and its exquifite relifh. After being cleanfed

it is fteeped in brine, till the grains are quite foft. It is

then hung up in long pointed bags, like jelly-bags, about

half a pood in each, and brine again poured in upon it.

When this is all drained oft, the bag is wrung between the

hands till all the moifture is out. It is then fet to dry

twelve hours in the bag ; it is trod down in tubs by a fellow

in leather flockings. This fort requires the roe to be quite

frefh, and is the deareft, coiling two rubles the pood, and

upwards. In winter the i-oe is eaten entirely frefh ; and

a great dainty it is. In general, the flandard for good

caviar is, the lefs fait the better ; but likewife the lefs time

will it keep. The beft caviar, as well as the beft ifinglafs,

comes from the river Ural, where the Kofaks have the beft

method of preparing them. Formerly the trade in caviar was

a monopoly of the crown ; and in Peter the firft's time the

contract brought him 80,000 rubles, in the middle of the

prefent
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The fleet maintained in the Cafpian by Ca-

tharine was conftructed of oaks from Kafan*,

and confided of three frigates, five corvettes,

and a bomb-boat. Thefe vefTels were continu-

ally cruifing along the coafts of Peffia, and

burnt all the fhips, and even all the floats of

timber which they happened to meet. Their

commanders had befides pofitive orders to low

difcord between the feveral khans', and always

to fupport the weaker againft the more ftrong ;

a method which the emprefs had found too

iuccefsful both in Poland and in the Krimea,

to admit of her neglecting it in behalf of the

Perfians.

In 1782 that princefs adopted the refolution

of executing the project formed by Peter I.

prefent century 100,000. At prefent it is free. In the

year 1764 the quantity exported amounted to 48,000 rubles,

in 1768 only to 41,000. In later years the quantity ex-

ported has been more various than that of ifinglafs. In the

year 1778 it amounted to 275S pood, in 1783 to 10,706

pood, in 1786 to 2476 pood, in 1788 to 15,441 pood.

Caviar goes moftly tojtaly, (preffed, of courfe, becaufe of

the voyage,) where it ;s eaten by the rich in faft-time. In

Germany alfo, with the increafe of luxury, it is now much

more in rcqueft than it was 30 years ago, when a phyficiart

in. a publication called it a delicacy almoft unknown.

* The environs of Aflrakhan furniih none at all.

againft



EMPRESS CATHARINE II. 241

againft Perfia, by extending her dominion on

the weftern fhores of the Cafpian. The diffen-

tions which continued to lay wafte thofe fertile

regions feemed to favour her ambitious views.

But fhe met with fome obftacles which Ihe had

not expected.

The moft powerful of the tyrants of Perfia

was at that time the khan Aga-Mahmed.

Sprung from one of the firft families of the

Koraflan, Aga-Mahmed was ftill in his cradle

when his father and his brothers were * ftrangled

by order of Thamas Kouli-khan. The con->

queror contented himfelf with taking precautions

to prevent this infant from ever perpetuating his

race : but Aga-Mahmed neverthelefs, like the

eunuch Narfes, became a warrior and a ftatef-

man.

After the death of Thamas Kouli-khan, the

mother of Aga-Mahmed married again, and

had feveral other children, who became the

determined enemies of their brother. One of

them, Murtuza Kouli--khan„ thinking to pro-

cure powerful fuccours from Ruffia, appeared

to be, with the utmoft fervility, devoted to that

cabinet. But, in fpite of Murtuza, in fpite of

Abulfat, fon of Kerim-khan the laft ruler j in

fhort, in fpite of all his rivals, Aga-Mahmed

* It wa6 about the year 1738.

vol. j ir. R had
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had the fkill to render himfelf matter of the

Ghilan, the Mazanderan, the Schirvan, and

feveral other provinces.

The emprefs gave orders to count Voino-

vitch *, commander of her fquadron on the

Cafpian, to employ all poffible means for form-

ing fome eftablifhments on the perfian coafts.

Voi'novitch failed with the neceMary troops and

ammunition, and repaired to Afterabat, the

beft port of the Mazanderan, which is the

antient country of the Mardi. Aga-Mahmed

then refided at Ferabat j where Voi'novitch

prefented him his requeft for permiflion to

eftablifh a counting- houfe on the coaft. The

khan, confidering perhaps that he was not able

to drive away the Ruffians by force of arms, or

rather choofing to employ artifice againil them,

pretended to accede to the dcfires of Voi'no-

vitch.

The Ruffians immediately fet about conftrmSt-

ing a fortrefs, which they furnifhed with 18

guns ; whereof Aga-Mahmed being informed,

continued his diffimulation, but was refolved to

give them a check. He came to look at the

* Count Vo'movitch was a Sclavonian by birth. Eight

years after his expedition into Perfia, he ferved in the Euxine

in quality of commodore : but, happening to difpleafe

prince Potemkin, he made him lay afide the ruffian uniform,

and difrniffed him with difgrace,

fortrefs,
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fortrefs, admired the building, praifed the acti-

vity of the Ruffians, and invited himfelfto dine,

with his attendants, on board the frigate of

Voinovitch.

After having merrily fpent the day, and tefti-

fied great friendfhip for the Ruffians, the khan

engaged them in return to come and take a

dinner at one of his country-feats among the

mountains. Thither they repaired the fucceed-

ing day. But they had no fooner entered his

houfe, than Aga-Mahmed caufed them to be put

in irons j at the fame time threatening Voinovitch

to have his head cut off; and to ferve all his

officers in the fame manner, unlefs the fortrefs

was immediately razed to the ground.

Voinovitch, who plainly fiw that all refinance

would be fruitlefs, figned an order, which was

carried to the commandant of the fort. The

cannons were re-ffiipped, and the wall broke

down. This done, Aga-Mahmed ordered the

ruffian officers into his prefence ; and, not fatis-

fied with loading them with fccrnful and inju-

rious language, he delivered feveral of them

over to his flaves ; who, after inflicting on them

every fort of indignity, were commanded to

drive them and their companions^, with fcourges,

to their (hips.

The court of Petersburg revenged itfelf no

otherwife for thefe affronts than by continuing

R 2 to
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to foment the diffentions that were raging in

Perfia. Its agents there raifed up againfc Aga-

Mahrned a rival, who fpeedily became the moft

formidable of his enemies, and took from him

the province of Ghilan. This conqueror, who

was called Ghedahed-khan, profiting by the

arms and arnmunition fecretly conveyed to him

by the Ruffians, feemed ready to defpoil Aga-

Mahmed of all his power. But the latter, find-

ing means to corrupt the ruffian agent, Toman-

offsky, and the conful Skilitch, both refiding at

Sinfili, they betrayed Ghedahed-khan, and deli-

vered him to Aga-Mahmed ; who caufed him

to be beheaded, and became once more the

quiet poffcfTor of the Ghilan.

In the mean time the Ruffians affected pub-

licly to take no part in thefe quarrels. Some time

sfrer the death of Ghedahed-khan, prince Po-

temkin commiffioned one of his officers to go

and compliment Aga-Mahmed, who was then

at Riatfch, the capital of the Ghilan j recom-

mending him, at the fame time, to ftudy the

character of the khan, and to found his intentions

in regard to Ruffia. The officer repaired to

Riatfch, and eafily obtained an audience of

Aga-Mahmed. But, on converfing with him,

he perceived him to look gloomy and thought-

ful ; which caufed him to fufpefr fome finifter

deiign. Upon this, he artfully obferved, that

although
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although he was in the fervice of Ruffia, he was

born an Englishman, and that his nation was

ilrongly attached to the Pcrfians, with whom it

carried on an extenfive commerce in the gulph

of BafTora. Suddenly the khan aflumed a

fmiling air, fpoke to the envoy in a gentle tone,

and difmhTed him with prefents.

Thefe reciprocal teflimonies of falfe good-

will were followed by a prompt aggreffion.

Murtuza-Kouli-khan, fiipported by the Ruf-

fians, attempted to make a new incurfion into the

Ghilan ; but he was repulfed by khan Solyman,

who commanded there in the abfence of Aga-

Mahmed ; and this latter loft no time in bend-

ing every effort to the entire fubjugation of

Pcrfia and Georgia f. Nor was he content

with this : inheriting the projects of the formi-

dable Shah-Nadir, he wanted to make himfelf

mafter of the province of Aftrakhan, and (hut

up the Cafpian from the Ruffians. But .how

could he effect this, unlefs the Turks would aft

in concert with him ? And have ever the Turks

been able thoroughly to concur with an ally in

hoftilities againft their enemies ?

The commerce carried on by the Ruffians

•with China was not lefs beneficial than that of

* The Ruffians have fince made themfelves mailers of

Georgia and Circaffiau

R 3 the
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the Cafpian. It is now about 130 years* fince

the Siberians and the Bukharians firft fet up the

caravans, which, crofting chinefe Tartary, car-

ried their commodities as far as Pekin. Thefe

confided in furs, for which they received in

exchange gold, filver, precious flones j, (luffs,

tea, and all thofe objects invented by the Chinefe,

and to which their induftry, often fantaftical, has

given fo great a degree of perfection.

The arrogance and ill conduct of the Ruffians

loon earned them to be denied accefs to China.

They were no longer allowed to traffic beyond

the frontiers of that empire -, their commerce

was at feveral periods interrupted and refumed 1

at length, fome time before the death of the em-

prefs Elizabeth, frefh quarrels brought on a new

iufpenfion.

Catharine faw the neceffity of reviving this

commerce, and accordingly made propofals to

the emperor of China; which were agreed to

by that prince, who in 1780 appointed the little

town of Kiachta to be the common rendezvous

to the ruffian and chinefe merchants. The

* Towards the year 1 653 .—The caravans employed three

years in going to Pekin, Hopping there and returning to

Tobolfk.

f The largefl ruby that is known to be in the world was

brought from China to prince Gargarin, governor of Siberia..

It came afterwards into the hands of prince MentchikofF,.

and is at prefent one of the ornaments of the imperial

crown. iSkc; the hiftory of Peter the great*

emprefs,
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ernprefs, at the fame time, fent an archimandrite

from Mofco, with feveral young Ruffians,

to go to Pekin to (ludy the chinefe language.

She a'lfo fet on foot feveral maritime expedi-

tions to Kamtfhatka. After the example of the

Englifh, who make voyages for the fake of pur-

chafing furs on the. north-weftern coaft of Ame-

rica, feveral Ruffian veffels proceeded to China j

where they traded with fuccefs.

There was yet another country with which

Catharine was deiirous of having commercial

connections. The northern coafts of Ruffia, and

efpecially her eftablifhments in many of the ides

of the northern Archipelago, approximated her

with the natives of Japan. As we have often

had occafion in other inftances to remark, fo

now again a favourable incident occurred to

promote the defign of the emprefs.

Some Japanefe were fhipwrecked in thefe

unfrequented feas *, and faved themfelves on the

coaft of Ruffia. An inhabitant of Irkutfk,

named Laxmann, brought one of them to

Peterfburg. Catharine received him with kind-

nefs>.and gave him mailers, who, while they were

teaching him the ruffian and tartarian languages,

learnt enough of the japanefe to enable them to

form fome commercial connections. This en-

* The Japanefe bark was itranded on Mednoi-oftrcfF, or

the Copper ifland,

R 4 terpnfc
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terprife has not as yet been attended with any

great degree of fuccefs : but there is no reafon

to doubt that Rufiia, fooner or later, will (hare in

the great profits made by the Dutch at Japan.

Though Catharine was adding to her vaft domi-

nions in every quarter ; though flic appropriated

to herfelf, in peace or war, all the territory on

which fhe could feize with impunity, fhe was

not the lefs jealous of every acceflion of power

to her rivals. She had long been particularly

uneafy at the increafing fame of Frederic II. and

the preponderance he had acquired in Europe.

From the firfl: partition of Poland, Frederic had

daily been making encroachments on the privi-

leges of the city of Dantzick, and preffed it to

fuch a degree, that it was almoft obliged to

furrender itfelf to him, or relinquifh its com-

merce. Catharine was the more exafperated at

feeing Dantzick fall under the power of the

Pruffians, as the court of Ruffia had long fince

itfelf formed .the project of taking poffeflion of

that town, and had only been induced to lay it

afide by the private remonflrances that were made

by the government of France to the chancellor

VorontzofF*.

* The chancellor Vorontzoff was long engaged in an

epiftolary correfpondence with Tercier, entrufted, in con-

junction with the count de Broglio, with the fecret corre-

fpondence of Louis XV.
The
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The magiftrates of Dantzick were artfully in-

vited by the minifter Stackelberg, to implore the

protection of Catharine. She immediately wrote

to the king of Pruflia with an offer of her

mediation -, which procedure retarded, for fome

time, the invafion of Dantzick.

Another corner of Europe was in the mean

time difturbed by differences of an oppofite

nature. Jofeph II. had formed the defign of

opening the Scheldt. To this an oppofition was

made by the Dutch, who ufed every effort to

engage Frederic to fupport by force of arms their

covetous pretenfions. Catharine, on this occa-

fion, declared that fhe was refolved to fupport

the rights of the emperor of Germany. Upon

this, the Dutch, whofe cannon had already in-

fulted the auftrian Mag, dreading an exclufion

from the ports of the Baltic, adopted the wifeft

method, of negotiating inftead of fighting.

While Catharine was fecuring peace without

the empire, and giving it to other powers, cabals

and intrigues were reviving in her court. No
methods were left unemployed by the difaffedled

for inciting the grand duke againft his mother,

and for irritating that princefs againft him. His

imperial highnefs generally fpent the autumn at

Gatfhina, a country feat diftant about 18 verfts

from Tzarfko- felo. All at once a report was

fpread
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fpread that he defigned to build a town there3

and to give liberty to all who mould come and

live in it. The prince was not a little furprifed

to fee the peafants running in crowds from

various parts of the empire to partake of thefe

benefits. But, with great prudence, he kindly

difmiffed them, and thus diffipated an incipient

revolt, from which undoubtedly great advan-

tages were expected by the parties concerned.

The perfpicacity and the zeal of Bezborodko

rendered him neceffary to the emprefs ; and,

having fucceeded to Panin, he fcemed txNiave

inherited his fentiments. Connected with the

family of Vorontzoff*, he was the fecret oppo-

nent of Potemkin, who difdained all his enemies,

openly braved them, and fometimes made them

objects of his fport with peculiar addrefs.

Lanfkoi, beloved by Potemkin, to whom he

was alfo greatly attached, became daily more

dear to the emprefs. The education of this

favourite had been much neglected ; Catharine

took the care of his improvement on herfelf.

She adorned his mind with every ufeful know-

* The two Vorontzoffs are brothers of princefs DaftikofF,

and of the favourite lady of Peter HI. One of them,

Alexander Vorontzoff, was placed at the head of the college

of commerce ; the other, Sergius Vorontzoff, is the prefent

minifter in England.

ledge ;



EMPRESS' CATHARINE II. 1$l

ledge ; and he was very foon as diftinguilhable

for his acquirements, and the fuperior elegance of

his manners, as he was already by the graces

of his perfon. Her love for this amiable youth.

was ardent and fincere : fhe admired in him her

own creation. But this fatisfaclion was not of

long continuance. Lanfkoi was attacked with a

violent fever, and perifhed in the flower of

his age, in the arms of her majefty, who 3a-

vifhed upon him, to the very laft moment, all

the tendernefs the moil paffionate love could

infpire.

When he was no more, fhe gave herfelf up to

the moft poignant forrow. The imperial apart-

ments, from the abodes ofjoy refembled now the •

lonely defart. Catharine refufed all fuftenance

for feveral days, and remained three months

without going out of her palace of Tzarfko-

felo*. She afterwards raifed a fuperb mau-

* On the firft fhock occafioned by the death of LanfkoY,

the emprefs ordered herfelf to be put to bed, indifferent to

life or death, being almoft entirely abforbed in grie£ The

grand duke and grand duchefs, on hearing of this, drove

immediately to Tzarfko-felo : but when they were arrived at

the door of thebed -chamber, and their prefencewas announced

to the emprefs, (he called to them in an altered tone of

voice not to come in j and they were obliged to return with-

out feeing her.

fbleimv
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foleum * to Lanflcoi', in the gardens of that im-

perial feat, juft vifible through the trees from the

windows of her private apartment; and, more

than two years afterwards, accidentally walking

near this monument, the people of the court

who were with her, obfcrved her to died abund-

ance of tears f.

Prince

* This beautiful little piece of architecture was con-

ftructed by Mr. Charles Cameron, an englifli artift.

f The fortune of La :fko'i was eftimated at g,coo,coo of

rubles. He bequeathed it to the emprefs, which (he re-

turned to the lifters of that favourite, referving only to hcr-

felf the right of purchafing the pictures, the medals, the

library, the plate, and one landed eftate valued at 400,000

rubles, of which fhe had made him a prefent.—One fine

collection of coins, however, was irreparably loft fome time

before. In 1780 the late Dr. John Glen King made a vifit

to Peterfburg, and brought with him a collection of britifh

and faxon coins that had been begun by Charles 1. and being

fold after the death of that unfortunate prince, it paffed into

different hands, receiving additions by its feveral poffeffors
;

at length being bought by a clergyman who had a tafte that

way, he increafed it by purchafes, to the detriment of

his {lender income. On his deceafe it was almoft the only

property that fell to his widow. Not able to find a pur-

chafer for it in England, the doctor humanely took charge

of the collection, in hopes of difpofing of it in Ruffia for the

benefit of the relict of his friend. He was advifed to offer

it to the new favourite ; and Lanfko'i, on hearing the

account of it, accepted the offci, paid the money, and

ordered
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Prince Potemkin took upon him to difpel the

grief of Catharine. He was almoft the only

perfon who could prefume to penetrate the foii-

tude in which (lie palFed her hours. His in-

fluence with her increafed from day to day ; and,

whether from gratitude or from real attachment,

Jhe refolved, it is faid > to bind him to her by in-

diffoluble ties, and fecretly gave him her hand *.

The bonds of wedlock were unable to fix

cither the tafte of Potemkin or the fancy of

Catharine. He foon fet himfclf free from the

obligations this tie impofes, and delegated them

to a younger and more ardent favourite.

ordered it to his new houfe. There it was negligently-

placed ; and fome few days afterwards, the coins were feen

in the hands of the children of the vaffals that had the

unfiniihed buildings in their care, who were rolling them to

and fro ; in fhort, fome pieces fell through the floors, others

perhaps found their way to the brandy-fhop, Lanfkoi never

thought of his purchafe more, and it was entirely loll with-

out any inquiry being made about it.

* Undoubtedly nothing is more difficult than to prove the

authenticity of fuch a marriage. But the french authors

fay, that a perfon highly worthy of credit affured them

that the nieces of prince Potemkin were in pofTeffion of the

certificates of that event, and that one of them told him fo.

After all, both the emprefs and prince Potemkin being

dead, this fecret is of no more importance than that of the

marriage of Louis XIV. with madame de Maintenon.

All



254 LIFE 0F TKE

AH who had ambition at court were defirous

of feeing the place now vacant by the death

of LanfkoV, filled up by fome perfonage who

would allow them to fhare in the favours de-

pendent on it. Princefs Dafhkoff was induftrious

in her en leavours to obtain it for her fon ; and

fuccefs for a moment feemed to wait on her

intrigues.

The young prince DamkofF was tall, well

made, and of a figure adapted to make fome

impreffion on the heart of the emprefs *.

Prince Potemkin, who v/as aware of the mea-

fures employed to bring this matter about,

carefully avoided any apparent oppofnion, know-

ing that contradiction only ferves as a ftimulant.

Feigning on the contrary a wifti to favour the

young Dafhkoff, he took greater notice of his

family, with whom he had hitherto been on very

indifferent terms. No one was better fkilled in

the art of obferving and imitating whatever was

ridiculous in the perfons whom he frequented ;

and he neglected not to make Catharine remark

thole of princefs DalhkofF and her fon. The

* Prince Dafhkoff Is now, or was lately with his regiment

at MohilefF. Among a number of other accomplifhmenta

which he poffeffes, he fpeaks the englifh language remarkably-

well, having had his education in Scotland. The prince is

a. fellow of the royal fociety of London.

emprefs
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ernprefs laughed heartily at his mimickry ; and

the next day Potemkin fent to her, one after

another, two fubaltern officers of the guards,

YermolofF and MomonofF, with fome trifling

commiffion, in order to give her an opportunity

to fee them. Catharine decided in favour of the

former.

A ball was given at court. Young DafhkofF

was there, and difplayed an extraordinary magni-

ficence. The courtiers imagined his triumph

was at hand, and already paid him thofe marks

of deference which are the appendages of

favouritifm. Potemkin redoubled his attention

to princefs DafhkofF. With this fhe was fo

delighted, that on the following day fhe wrote

him a note, requefting him to admit her nephew

the young count Butturlin into the number of

his aides-de-camp. Potemkin mifchievoufly

anfwered her, that all the places of aides-de-

camp to him were full, and that the lait had juft

been given to lieutenant YermolofF.

The name as well as the perfon that bore it

were alike unknown to the princefs DafnkofF.

That very day Ihe became acquainted with them

both, on perceiving YermolofFat the Hermitage,

(landing behind the chair of the ernprefs.

1785. Frederic II. who regarded the alli-

ance between Auftria and Ruffia as highly

5 dangerous
/
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dangerous ro Pruffia, and even to all Germany,

invited the eleclors and the other princes of the

empire to unite for the defence of the germanic

constitution *. The king of Great Britain, as

tleclor of Hanover, was one of the firft who

entered into the confederacy : a ftep which

caufed great difpleafure both to the emprefs and

to Potemkin.

The court of London, defirous of renewing

its treaty of commerce with Ruffia, fent, in

quality of minifter plenipotentiary, to St. Peterf-

burg, Alleyne Fitzherbert efq. f who, to the

untovvardnefs of circumftances, added the miftake

of attaching himfelf to the party of the Voront-

zofFs and ofBezborodko. The commerce which

binds Ruflia.to England is equally beneficial

to both powers ; and Catharine certainly had no

defire to relinquifh it : but (he was not difpleafed

at being able to give a proof of her refentment

againft the court of London, by delaying the

renewal of the treaty J.

Perhaps it may be neceflary here to ftate

briefly in what the commerce carried on by the

Englim with the Ruffians confifts. This com-

* The treaty was figned at Berlin the 23d of July 1785.

f Now lord St. Helens.

% That treaty had yet two years to run.

merce
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merce began in the port of Archangel, which the

Englifh difcovered about the middle of the

fixteenth century, while in fcarch of a north-

eaft paffage to the Indies. From Archangel

they went up the Dvina, proceeded over land to

Mofco, and there formed connections, which

they afterwards greatly extended, when Peter I.

had completed the conqueft of Livonia, and

opened to them the ports of St. Peterlburg, of

Reval, of Riga, and of Narva. Since that sra

the commerce with Ruflia is become one of the

moft lucrative in which Great Britain is engaged,

and the moft ufeful to her marine.

The Englifh carry to Ruflia * the products of

their country, of their manufactures, and of their

colonies

* About the year 1553, in the reign of Edward VI. on

the propofal of the famous navigator Sebaflian Cabot,

a veffel was fitted out for thepurpofe of difcovering a north-

eaft paffage to China and India, the command of which was

given to fir Hugh Willoughby, and after him to Richard

Chanceller. This latter was wrecked in the bay of

St. Nicholas in the White-fea, where at that time was only

a monaftery. From this accident began the trade between

the Englifh and the Ruffians. Tzar Ivan Vaffillievitch

foon after this caufed the harbour of the Archangel Michael

to be made, granted feveral privileges to that nation, and at

length arofe from this connection the confiderable mercantile

city of Archangel. The commerce here foon increafed, and

in 1655 the commodities exported from it to England

to l. in, s already
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colonies in the two Indies, as vvcil as the wines

and the brandies of France and Spain, which

they fetch from the ports of thofe countries, and

by which they not only make a confiderable-

profit, but gain likewife the freight of their

{hips, i

The Ruffians, in exchange, ^give them corn,

furs, iron, hemp, flax, pitch, tar, tallow, deals,

and mafts, without which Europe could never fit

out thofe fleets which cover the feas, and often

tinge them with blood. The Englifh have

moreover eftablifhed at Mofco, at Tula, at

akeady amounted to 660,000 rubles: from 1697 to 1701

upon a yearly average 112,2511. iterling, while the imports

from England amounted only to 58,8841. fterling. The

revenue of the crown in Archangel amounted annually

to about 100,000 rubles, a fum, which, according to the

then value of money, was very confiderable. The principal

articles of export at that time were, potatoes, caviar, tallow,

wax, hides, hemp, feathers, tar, linen-yarn, beef, rhubarbr

filk, (probably chinefe or perilan,) cork, bacon, cordage,

leather, hogs-briilles, &c. all therefore raw materials. Under

.Peter I. a great alteration in this commerce enfued : for,

when he had built St. Peterfburg, he drew thither the trad*

from Archangel, which former city thereby became the

chief commercial town of the ruffian empire.

Thefe particulars are partly taken from the memoirs of

Favier, and the writings of Bufching and the learned

profeflbr Bufch.

1 Kafan,
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Kafan, at Aftrakhan, and in fome other towns in

Ruffia, mercantile houfes which trade to the

ports of the Cafpian, and fend their commodities

into Tartary. In theie places they have manu-

factories, in which the wages of the workmen are

far lower than in England, and where their

factors make fails, cables, anchors, and ham-

mered or cafe iron as well as copper.

Though entirely paffive for RufTia, this com-

merce procures her annually a balance of

1,000,000 of rubles in time of peace, and

1,500,000 in time of war. But how great the

advantage to England ! What imrnenfe refources

it affords for the fupport of her navy, and for the

perpetual augmentation of her connections in

every part of the globe !

The french ambaffador at * Confrantinople

had inftigated, almofc ' contrary to his own in-

clination, the court of Peterfburg to act in con-

cert with that of Verfailles. This minifter had

lately been recalled. Vergennes, who was fen-

fible of the neceffity of forming fome connections

with Catharine, procured the appointment of

count de Segur to the embafly of Peterfburg f.

This young negotiator was peculiarly fuited to

* M. Saint-Prieft.

f He arrived there in the month of February 1784.

S 2 fo
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fo important a million. To great mental en-

dowments, he added an extenfive erudition,

combined politenefs with dignity, and the art of

perfuafion with franknefs of character. He
could not fail of being agreeable to Catharine,

and of gaining the regard of Potemkin, whor
with his haughty rough nefs, always knew how to

appreciate real merit.

Never any french minifter, fince La Che-

tardie *j had been able to fucceed at Peterfburg.

By his fervile compliances, Breteuil had favoured

the fchemes of Catharine, who prefently learnt

to defpife him. The folemn gravity of BeaufTet

was tirefome to that princeis. The infignificant

mediocrity of the marquis de Juigne difgufted

her, and the comte de Verac could. never obtain

from her the fmalkft degree of confidence,

becaufe he Hammered in fpeaking to her at his

firft prefentation. The comte de Segur repaired

the mifchiefs occafioned by his aukward pre-

deceflbrs.

The emprefs was defirous of vifiting the

famous canal of Vifhney-Volotfhok, which

* La Chetardie had afiilled the emprefs Elizabeth in

mounting the throne, which however did not prevent him

from running the rifk of being aflafimated, by villains whom

the chancellor BeftuchefF had hired to way-lay him on the

road, and who fired at his carriage.

'

unites
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unites the Volga with the Ilmen lake, that again

with the Ladoga, and confequently the Cafpian

with the Baltic. Prince Potemkin, YermolofF,

count Bezborodko, feveral others of the court,

the englifh minifter, and the ambaffadors of

France and of the empire, accompanied her on

this journey.

One day the ambafTador of France going to

talk as ufual with Potemkin, found him more

angry than ordinary with the court of London.

Dexteroufly taking advantage of this opportunity,

Segur reprefented to Potemkin the benefit that

would refult to-Ruffia from having a commerce

direct with France, inftead of leaving to the

Englifh all the profits * which they draw from

both the one and the other of thofe powers.

Prince Potemkin engaged him to commit his

obfervations to paper, and promifed to fpeak of

them to none but her majefty. The ambafTador

immediately returned to his barge ; and finding

P Such nations as have no treaty of commerce with Ruffia

are obliged to pay the duties in dollars. They mull there-

fore buy the ruble at 135 to 145 kopeeks the ruble, which

is. really worth no more than 125 paper money. The

nations then that have a treaty gain 12 per cent, on

the duties, which, independently of other advantages, is a

conflderable benefit.—The ambafTador obtained befides of

the court of RufTia a diminution on the import duties

on french wines.

s 3 nobody
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nobody there excepting count Cobentzel and

Mr. Fitzherbcrt, who were amufing them-

felves at back-gammon, he borrowed the ink-

ftand of the latter. It was therefore with the

pen of the englim minifter, that he drew up

the plan of a treaty of commerce between

France and Ruffia. This paper being immedi-

ately conveyed to Potemkin, was communicated

to the emprefs, and obtained her confent : this

done, it was faithfully returned to the ambafiador,

being defired to prefent it, according to cuftom,

to the vice-chancellor Oftermann.

On the receipt of this paper, Oftermann, not

knowing that it had already the approbation of

the emprefs and Potemkin, and being entirely

devoted to the Eoglifh, told the ambaffador that

he could not prefume to flatter him with the

hopes of fuccefs. The ambaftadcr kept filence.

The plan, being laid before the council, was im-

mediately approved of by all ; and it was in this

manner that the treaty of commerce between

France and Ruffia was brought about.

Previous to the figning of this treaty, Ofter-

mann and Bezborodko obferved that it was

expefted that France mould declare her ad-

hefion to the armed neutrality. A notification

of it was given to the ambafiador, who con-

fented, provided that the court of Peterfburg

would
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would promife to conclude no treaty with any

other power unlefs upon the fame conditions.

This claufe, inferted in oppofition to the interefts

of England, retarded for a long time the renewal

of the treaty foliated by Mr. Fitzherbert.

The french ambaflador, at his departure, had

mentioned the hope he entertained of concluding

a treaty of commerce with Ruflia. He was

haftily anfwered, that there was no poflibility of

fuch an event. On his writing to his court that

this treaty was on foot, the count de Vergennes

difpatched a courier to inform him that it was

no more than an empty lure thrown out to him by

the court of Ruffia, and that he furely would

bring the dignity of the king into queftion if he

acted upon it. The treaty was already con-

cluded when the courier arrived at St. Peterfr

burg.

Ere fhe returned to her refidence, Catharine

made a vifit to Mofco, and was there lefs un-

favourably received than fhe had before been on

fimilar occafions. Time had almoft effaced the

remembrance of her ufurpation. Among the

perfons who appeared at her court was Goudo-

vitch, who was eaiily diftinguifhed by the extreme

fimplicity of his drefs, from the crowd of courtiers

befpangled with ftars, crofles, and badges of

s 4 knight-
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knighthood. His preftrnce alone called up the

image of Peter III. in every bread.

Countefs Romanovna Vorontzoff had been

long recalled from exile, and was married to

admiral Palianfky. The emprefs never invited

her to court, but fhe fent for her daughter and

admitted her into the number of the maids

of honour j whether from companion to the

mother, or from kindnefs to the family of the

Vorontzoffs, is uncertain.

The fpirit of toleration that animated the

whole of Catharine's adminiftration, was a very

remarkable and almofb fingular phenomenon

in a defpotic government. Notwithstanding all

oppofition, the emprefs was true to the re-

folution fhe formed at the commencement of her

reign ; and, from that moment to the day of her

death, not one inftance occurred ofa human being

fuffering, in any refpect whatever, on account

of his religious opinions. Not only the con-

quered provinces were protected in the free

exercife of their religion, but lutherans, cal-

vinifts, moravian brethren, papifts, moham-

medans, heathens, and people of all countries

and perflations, might afpire to any pod under

government, and hold any civil or military*

employment or dignity, if they were but worthy,

v or
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Or deemed worthy of it. The intolerant of

more polilbed nations might go to the pro-

vinces of Efthonia, Livonia,, Finland, and Ruflia,

to take leffons of moderation and chriftian

forbearance. But at Peterfburg the general and

peculiar feature in the public character is tole-

ration ; a virtue which, in fome {tnCc, has long

fince taken root in the nation at large, but in

the refidence, from the confluence of fuch num-

bers of people of various perfuafions, and the

mod diverfified fyftems of faith, of the mo(t

diffimilar manners, cuftoms, opinions, and pre-

judices, has acquired fo general and extenfive a

fway, that certainly it is not eafy to find a fpot of

earth upon the globe, where, in this refpect, a

man may more quietly pafs his days than at

St. Peterfburg. It is to be underitood, more-

over, that the word " toleration" is not here con-

fined to that narrow meaning in which it is

ufually taken in fpeaking of an extorted and

commanded forbearance in matters of religion,

or of the permiffion for the weaker party to

exifb by a dated law. The idea here connected

with the term includes a voluntary and univer-

fally diffufed forbearance, in every place, and

towards every perfon, his manner of thinking and

acting. It therefore comprehends not only reli-

gious, but alfo political and focial toleration, and

is
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is remarkable, not as the characteriftic of the

form of government, but as that of the

public *.

That religious toleration prevails in Ruffia

appears plainly hence, that the great and exten-

five liberties which the tolerated fc-cls of religion

enjoyed under Catharine's protection, no where,

either among the populace or the higher clafTes,

never even among the clergy, excited the

fmalleit difcontent or rivalfhip. Prelates of the

greek church lived with the religious teachers of

other confefiions of faith in the mod friendly and

familiar intercourfe, and invited them to their

tables and converfe j ; ruffian popes, when not

in function themfelves, occasionally frequented

the worfhip of the proteftants, profecuted their

iludies in Holland, England, and Germany,

* Storch, Gemselde von Peterfburg, vol. ii. p. 50+.

•f
The writer of this note recolle&s with particular plea-

fure the agreeable hours he has paffed at the monaftery of

St. Alexander Nefsky, with that excellent and amiable

metropolitan and archimandrite Gabriel archbifhop of

St. Peterfburg and Novgorod, alfo with Plato archbifhop of

Mofco, Eugenius bifhop of Pultava, Shezronchevitch the

catholic archbifhop of Mohilef, Pamphilief her majefty's

confefTor, and numbers of the parochial clergy. Nor can

he ever forget the hofpitable reception and entertainment

he received, on a journey in the depth of winter, from the

bifhop of lvargapol, at his monaftery on the banks of the

Svir.

where
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where they fometimes attended theological lec-

tures. One inftance even occurred of a refpect-

able ruffian clergyman giving his daughter to be

educated by a lutheran preacher. Among the

laity of the greek fe6t of religion, this compa-

tibility naturally proceeds farther. They appear

not only as invited witnefles and fponfors on

folemn occafions, but often, in the churches of

the foreigners, readily contribute to the fupport

of their churches and fchools, put their children

to be educated by foreigners, and intermarry

with them without hefitation, to whatever com-

munion they may belong. In focial intercourfe

never was any trace of religious party-fpirit

difcernible. Conventions in regard to differ-

ences in religion were feldom heard -, debates on

fubjects of that nature, never.

Examples of this amiable virtue would have

turned to the difgrace of foreigners, had they

not ftrove to follow them. But alfo amono-

thefe a mutual toleration and indulgence pre-

vailed, fuch as is but rarely (etn even in the

mod enlightened countries. Clergymen of all

religions lived in the greateft harmony, for the

mod part on an intimate footing. For feveral

years the reformed and lutheran preachers held

v/eekly meetings, in order to confer on matters

of religion and the exercife of their duties, and

to
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to keep up their union by familiar converfe v
.

This laudable circle was alfo vifited at times by

fome of the catholic and ruffian clergy. Not

many years ago, when the place of preacher to

the german reformed congregation was vacant,

the librarian of the academy of fciencesf, who

was a lutheran and not in orders, for a long time

delivered difcourfes from their pulpit ; and the

englifh chaplain, on fimilar occafions, has often

exhorted the french calvinift congregation on the

great festivals of the church J. It was not un-

ufual for lutheran preachers to adminifter the

communion to the reformed, and preachers of

the latter perfuafion have delivered funeral

fermpns in lutheran churches. Nay, it once

happened that a lutheran preacher was fponfor

to a catholic child j as he might eafily, fince the

catholic prieft omitted thofe questions to which

the other, according to the fyftem of his church,

could not anfwer in the affirmative. Foreigners

of all feels of religion contracted marriages

* Alternately at each other's houfe. They confided of

Mr. Martin Luther Wolff, M. Lampe, M. Grott, M. Rein-

bott, M. Krokiusj M. Reynhold, and the engliih chaplain.

f M. Buffe, editor of the Peterburgifche Journal, and

other works.

1 Properly fpeaking, it was on the day after thefe fefti.

valfi ; otherwife it would have been impoflible.

with
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with, each other and with Ruffians, without

attracting the flighted remark. For his religious

opinions, in fhort, however extraordinary, no

man had any thing to apprehend from the

government or his equals, if he did not attempt

to force them upon others, or feek to make
profelytes. A great part of the foreigners even

lived without profeffing themfelves ofany ecclefi-

aftical connection j but no one ever fet himfelfup

as an inquifitor into the faith of thefe independ-

ents, and none troubled themfelves about them.

The emprefs, not fatisfied with having ap-

pointed a catholic archbifhop, and eftablifhed a

feminary of jefuits at Mohilef, and with having

fupported iflamifm in the Krimea, fhe gave to

her people almoft every year fome folemn

inftance of the protection fhe. granted to the

liberty of worlhip. On the day of the benedic-

tion of the waters *, her confeffbr, by her

orders, invited to his houfe the ecclefiafcics of

all communions, and gave them a grand enter-

tainment, which Catharine called the Dinner of

Toleration. Accordingly this year, at the fame

table were feated, the patriarch of Grufinia or

. Georgia, the archimandrite of St. Peterfburo-,

the bifhop of Polotfk, the bilhop of Pfcove,

* The 6th of January. It was continued for feveral

years.

a catholic
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a catholic bifhop, a prior of the fame religion,

francifcans, jefuits, an armenian pried, lutheran

preachers, calvinifts, and the englifh clergyman :

in fhort, here were priefls of no lefs than eight

different forms of worfhip. It has been calcu-

lated, that the offices of religion are performed

in Peterfburg in fourteen different languages.

Ever fince the commencement of her reign,

Catharine had laboured with unremitted affiduity

in diffufing instruction among her people. She

had already, as we have feen, founded houfes of

education in feveral towns. She now took 'up

the. refolution of efcablifhing them in like man-

ner in various parts of the country. To this

end a commiffion of public instruction was

creeled, at the head of which was placed her

former favourite Zavodoffsky, who, without

refuming his office in that capacity, was however

taken again into diftinguifhed notice, and had

been appointed fecretary of the cabinet, and

governor of the Lombard, or loan bank.

This being an eftablifhment of fo fingular a na-

ture, deferves a little further mention. The em-

prefs, reverfing the ufual order of things, inftead of

borrowing money from her fubjects, now became

the great money-lender of the empire. Upon

this principle fhe opened a bank, the capital of

which confided of 33 millions of rubles 5 and

4 was
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was empowered to emit bills, with the currency

of money, to the amount of ioo millions more 5

( which, at the loweft evaluation of the ruble at

that time, amounted to 20 millions flerling ;) but

it was particularly reftricted from ever exceeding

this prodigious emiffion of paper. Of the capi-

tal fund, 11 millions were to be lent to the

nobility for the term of 10 years, upon mort-

gages on their eftates, at an intereft of five per

cent, befides a payment of three per cent, which

was to be applied annually towards the difcharge

of the original debt. The mortgages were not

to include the whole eftate ; but fuch a number

bf villages, with the peafants appertaining to

them, as mould appear to the directors a fuffi-

cient fecurity ; the male peafants to be eftimated

at 40 rubles per head, the females at 30, well-

grown boys and girls at 12. The mortgaged

eftates were not fubject to confiscation ; but

heavy pecuniary mulcts were to arife upon any

delay in paying either the five per cent, intereft,

or the three per cent, which is allotted to the

difcharge of the principal ; and if thefe mulcts

be not fufficient to remedy the contumacy or

neglect, the directors were to take the admini-

ftration of the eftate into their own hands. Four
periods were ftated in the courfe of the term, at

any
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any of which the borrower might redeem his

eftate by paying off the reft of the debt.

The remaining 1 1 millions of the capital were

deflincd to the encouragement both of foreign

commerce and of the internal trade of the em-

pire, by being lent out to merchants and retail-

dealers for the term of 22 years, at only four

per cent, intereft, with the fame annual applica-

tion of three per cent, towards the difcharge of

the principal. The bank was likewife to act as

an infurance-office with refpect to fire j but the

houfes mufl be built of brick or (tone ; and all

foreigners as well as natives were admitted |to

the privilege of depofiting their money in it, and

of having her majefty's imperial word pledged

to them as a fecurity.

In the commiffion for the normal fchools,

after
k
Zavodoffsky came the learned Epinus* and

Paftukofff, private fecretary to the emprefs.

The other members of the commiffion were

perfons of no confequence, admitted through

Zavodoffsky's intereft.

* Epinus had been preceptor to Paul Petrovitch. He is

a man notlefs diftinguifhed by his virtues than by his exten-

five erudition. He has publifhed feveral pieces on the ma-

thematics, and a theory of the loadftone, much efteemed.

-J-
Paftukoff was likewife employed in the education of

the grand duke Paul.

The
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The commiffion was much divided in opinion

touching the manner of inftituting the normal

fchools, fo as to fulfil the intentions of the

emprefs. Epirtus, who was apprehenfive left

obftinacy and ignorance mould prevent the exe-

cution of the project, advifed the adoption of

the auftrian method ; and after much refiftance,

his opinion was agreed to. He was undoubtedly

aware of the defects in the auftrian practice

;

but he thought it better to erect imperfect femi-

naries, fufceptible of progreffive correction,

thanto have none of any kind.

The emprefs then propofed a variety of quef-

tions to Jofeph II. concerning the normal fchools

of Auftria : in confequence of which the empe-

ror fent Yankovitch to her, as a man qualified to

impart to her the information fhc required.

Yankovitch, an old country fchoolmafter, defti-

tute of all talents, was no fooner arrived at

Petersburg, than he was decorated with the title

of counfellor of ftate, appointed director of the

normal fchools, and arTeffor to the commiffion of

public inftruction. He became, at the fame

time, the flatterer of Zavodoffsky and the anta-

gonift of tpinus.

The importance attached by the emprefs to

her commiffion of public inftruction was fuch,

that fhe was perpetually employed in fending

vol. mi. x notes
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notes to them, communicative of her ideas for

the bringing to due perfection of thefe normal

fchools. Moreover, fhe attended them herfelf,

while the leffons were performing.

A learned German *, member of the academy

of fciences, corifented to be profefibr of geo-

graphy and hillory in the ruffian language : a

very fortunate circumttance ; as no Ruffian

would have been capable of it. Catharine,

being prefent one day, with feveral of her cour-

tiers, at a lecture which the academician was

delivering on the feveral tribes that inhabit

Siberia, after liftening to him with fixed atten-

tion, me beftowed great commendation on him

both for his knowledge and his zeal. She

afterwards propofed an objection to fome of

his obfervations ; to which he replied in the moil

fatisfactory manner. Zavodoffsky and fome

others, unaccuftomed to fee a literary man utter

an opinion contradictory to that of the fovereign,

feemed to take fire at this great inftance of pre-

emption ; but the emprefs was eager to ac-

knowledge that fhe had been led into a miftakei

and returned thanks to the academician for hav-

ing rectified it with ib much ability. Obferving,

at the fame time, the difpleafure of Zavodoffsky,

* A native of Hanover, who co-mpofed the only accurate

work on the geography of Rufiia that ever appeared.

/he
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fhe embraced the opportunity offered her by the

moment of his attending her to the carriage, to

order him to repeat her thanks to the profeflbr.

Thisj however, did not prevent the prefident of

the board of inftruction from punifhing this

worthy man for his courage, by turning him out

of his place, and even out of his lodgings.

Thefe particulars may perhaps appear of little

confequence ; but every thing that tends to the

exhibition of perfonal character is always fit

matter for biography.

1786* Yermoloff had arrived at the pinnacle

of favour j arid he was thruft from it by his own

imprudence. This favourite, tall, fair-complec-

tioned, and of a figure declarative of a foul that

could not be rouzed from apathy, was jealous to

an extreme. He prefently behaved ungratefully

to prince Potemkin, to whom he owed his for-

tune. He eagerly laid hold of every opportu-

nity that offered to injure him ; and it was only

in oppofition to him that he defended the un-

happy khan Sahim-Gueray, the payment of

whofe penfion was cruelly neglected. The em-

prefs, who became every day more indulgent to

her lovers, fhewed fome coolnefs to Potemkin,

and even to the ambaffador of France, whofe

intereft at court gave equal offence to Yer-

moloff.

t 2 Bezbo-
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Bezborodkoj Alexander VorontzofF, and

fome others of the court, contributed, by their

mitigations, to exafperate the favourite. Yer-

moloff had an uncle, named Levafheff, whom
Potemkin had difmiffed from the fervice with

difgrace, in confequence of a quarrel at play *,

in which this LevafhcfF had the wrong fide

of the queftion. Yermoloii complained of it to

* Potemkin played enormoufly high, but always gene-

roufly.—Being at Mohilef, where this brutal Paflick was

commandant, and who had been raifed to a general's rank,

in reward for the part he had taken in the dethronement of

Peter III. he pointed at pharao ; Pafhck, who cut, had

the effrontery to try to flip away a card. Potemkin per-

ceived it, took him by the collar, and gave him about 2a

cuffs in the face ; after which he fet out for Peterfburg.

All that were prefent at this fcene looked upon Paflick a$

a loft man. But having a daughter who was maid of ho-

nour to the emprefs, and who moreover was very handfome,

fhe eafily obtained the delinquent's pardon. Potemkin was

often hurried away by his paflions. He once ftruck prince

Vaflili D. under pretence that this prince took the part of

,

general Kretfchetnikoff ; but the real caufe of his anger

was, that, being fond of the princefs D. (lie had refilled

his importunities. fie alfo ftruck prince Volkonfky, be-

caufe, while at table, that prince clapped his hands at fome

vvitticifm from this defpotic favourite. Prince Potemkin

rofe up, took Kim by the collar, gave him feveral blows

with his fift, faying, " What ! you applaud me as if I were

" a buffoon !" Then, turning to the auftrian general'

jordis, who was alfo at table : " There, general," faid he,

u that is the way to- treat this fort of fcoundrels."

the
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the emprefs. > Potemkin being reproved by her

majefty, felt himfelf fo hurc by it, that he

haughtily faid to her:—" Madam, there is but

<f one alternative, you muft either difmifs Yer-
<e moloff or me : for, fo long as you keep that

" white negro *, I fhall not fet my foot within

" the palace."—The fame day YermolofF re-

ceived orders -to travel. MomonofF fucceeded

him.

Thefe intrigues were fcarcely heard of beyond

the precincts of the court : and Catharine's love

of glory was univerfally known.

During his travels into the inner parts of

Ruflia, the learned profefibr Pallas had collected

a great number of natural curiofiries, and by

this means had formed a valuable cabinet. The

emprefs purchafed it of him at a very round

price ; as (he had alfo fome years before pur-

chafed the library of d'Alembert and that of

V oltairef.

Several

* Potemkin called YermolofF by that name, becaufe he

was fo extremely fair.

f Voltaire had not long been dead when Catharine com-

miffioned her correfpondent at Paris to buy for her the

library of the author of " Mahomet." Madame Denis,

who had inherited that library, told the correfpondent that

me would not fell it, but that fhe would willingly make her

homage of it to the emprefs. Upon this her majefty wrote

her the following letter

:

t 3
** Petersburg-,
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Several travellers had at various times, by her

orders, traverfed the northern Archipelago, and

the

" Peterfburg, Aug. 15, 1778.

" I juft now learn, madam, that you confcnt to make a

** furrender to me of that precious depofit left you by

" your late uncle, that libraiy which fouls of fenfibility

*' will never behold without recolle&ing that this grea* man

'f had the art of infpiring mankind writh that univerfal

" benevolence, which all his writings breathe, eve,, thofe

" of mere entertainment, becaufe his foul was deeply pene-

" trated with it. No man before him ever wrote like him :

" to futu . generations he will be both an example and

*' a rock. To equal him, genius and philofophy muft

" unite in one perfon with literature and entertainment ; in

" a word, he muft be M. de Voltaire. If, with all Europe

" I have taken part in your grief, madam, for the lofs of

*' that incomparable man, you have entitled yourfelf to

" participate in the grateful returns I owe to his writings.

" I am, indeed, extremely fenfible to the efteem and the

" confidence which you fhew me. It is highly flattering

<* to me to fee that they are hereditary in your family. The
* ( generofity of your behaviour is your fecurity for my
« favourable fentiments in regard to you. I have written,

" to Monfieur de Grimm * to deliver to you fome incon-

li fxderable teftimonies of it, which I deiire you to accept,

" Catharine."

Her rnajefty had written on the cover:—" For madame

?.' Denis, niece of a great man who loved me much."

* M. Gijinm was at Paris the literary correfpondent of the emprefs.

At
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the remoteft of the ruffian provinces. In the

year 1785 (he fent again feveral learned perfons,

fbme towards Caucafus, others to the frontiers

of China, for the purpofe of difcovering, ex-

ploring, and examining, the moft remote pro-

vinces, and the yet unknown parts of that

immenfe empire. The difficulties and perils to

which this expedition by land was fuppofed

liable, through the tracklefs defarts which were

to be explored, the inhofpitalky of the climates,

and the barbarity of the nations that were to

be encountered, with the numberlefs obftacles of

various forts that were to be furmounted, rendered

the profpect much more terrible than it had

appeared to our circumnavigators in any of their

late great voyages of difcovery. The boldeft

and moft enterpriiing perfons of all nations were

accordingly fought out for this undertaking, and

high rewards and promifes held out as an encou-

ragement to their zeal and perfeverance. Baron

de Valchen Stedtz, who had a regiment of

cavalry in the emprefs's fervice,. was appointed

At the conclufion of this letter, the emprefs requefted

of madame Denis a plan in relief of the facade and of the

interior diftribution of the chateau de Ferney, as well as

the gardens and its avenues, as fhe purpofed to have a build-

ing exactly like it in the grounds adjacent to Tzarfko-

felo.

T 4 com-
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commander in chief upon this expedition. His

corps confiftcd of 810 chofen men, who were

led on by 107 officers of different degrees of

diftinction, and accompanied by pioneers, ar-

tillery-men, handicraftfmen, draughtfmen, en-

gineers, an hiftoriographer, and naturalifls. Jt

need fcarcely be obferved, that they were amply

provided with all manner of necefTaries, and that

they were furnifhed with credentials fuited to

every circumftance and fituation. It was fup-

pofed that the expedition could not be completed

within three years.

The only fruit of their difcoveries which came

to the knowledge of the public was that of a

fmall fugitive colony of ftrangers and chriftians,

whom they found fhut up from the world in a

moft fequeftered part of the wilds of Caucafus

;

and who, in the language of the country, are

called Tfchetfhes. Thefe poor people are faid

to lead lives of the moft exemplary piety, and

to exhibit a primaeval fimplicity of manners.

They are totally ignorant of their origin, any

farther than knowing that they are ftrangers, as

which they are likewife confidered by the fcat-

tered neighbouring nations. From an affinity in

their language, and fome other circumftances,

they are fuppofed to be defcended from a colony

of Pohemians, who flying from the religious

perfe-
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l^erfecutions in their own country towards the

clofe of the fifteenth century, found at length a

refuge from oppreflion, in the diftance from the

reft of mankind which thefe remote defarts

afforded.

Not fatisfied with the difcoveries which this

expedition by land might produce, the emprefs

formed another by fea about the fame time, in

order to extend and afcertain thofe which, within

the prefent century, have been unfuccefsfully

attempted or imperfectly made by different

ruffian navigators. Lieutenant-colonel Blau-

rneyer was appointed to conduct this expedition,

and commifiioned to take along with him, befides

able navigators, a number of perfons fkilled in

various arts, to affift in making proper inquiries,

and in turning to the greater! advantage fuch difco-

veries as they might make, or were already made.

They were to embark at the mouth of the river

Anadyr, and to profecute with greater accuracy

and flricter obfervation thofe difcoveries which

had been made by former navigators, of feveral

inhabited iflands lying about the 64th degree of

latitude, in fituations advantageous for trade.

They were then to double Tchoukofkoi-nofs, and

entering the ftraits which feparate Siberia from

America, to purfue their voyage at leaft to the

74th degree of latitude ; but if they found the feas

15 practicable,
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practicable to proceed as much farther as cir-

cumftances would permit.
,

It is a Angular circumftance, at lead in the

modern hiftory of the old world, for a prince to

be under the neceffity of undertaking great expe-

ditions by fea and land, in order to difcover

new countries Within his own dominions. Such

is the vaftnefs of that unbounded empire !

But the great work, which, if ever it be

completed, will- be a lading monument to the

glory of Catharine, is the navigable canal in

the province of Tver, which, by opening a

communication between the river Tvertza and

the Mfta, the former of which falls directly into

the Volga, and the latter, by the great lakes,

opens the paflage to the Neva, will not only

eftabliih an inland navigation through all the

vaft countries that lie between the mores of the

Cafpian and the Baltic, but will actually unite

thefe diftant feas ; an union unexampled in the

hiftory of mankind.

Thefe enterprifes have by fome been attri-

buted rather to a vain defire in Catharine of

caufing her name to be refounded throughout

Europe, than from a real love of the fciences.

In confirmation of which it has been obferved,

that in the latter cafe care would have been

taken to publifh to the world whatever thefe

travellers
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travellers had difcoverecl, either without or

within her extenfive dominions. But, though

their departure was always emphatically an-

nounced, their return was only- attended by a

clandeftine light;

In 1784 Mr. Pallas conceived the plan of a

new expedition to the northern Archipelago,

and drew up instructions for the navigator who

was to be employed in it. This navigator was

Billings, the Engliihman, who had been affiftant-

aftronomer to the juftly celebrated captain Cook,

in his voyages round the world. He rlrft pro-

ceeded to the river Kovima, where he caufed a

veffel to be built, for the purpofe of doubling

Tcrjouktfkoi-nofs, but in this attempt he was

not able to fucceed.

The year following Billings failed about the

iflands of the eailern ocean, departing from

Qkhotzk and the bay of Avatma as far as

the coafts of Japan. He even conftructed the

charts of his voyage ; but the difcoveries which

he made are not of much importance. He, how-

ever, collected feveral curiofities, and brought

to Peterfburg a native of Unalafhka, and a

woman whom the inhabitants of that ifland had

carried off from the fnores of America, and who
related that me came from a part of the con-;

pnent very remote from that coaft,

£ei;ig
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Being returned to Peterfburg, Billings began

to put into order, with the affiftanceof Mr. Pallas,

the journal of his voyage *. But it is much to

be feared that the work will break off in the

middle, and like thofe we fpoke of before, be

loft to the public f.

The emprefs, defirous of augmenting the po-

pulation of Kerfon, and her newly acquired

provinces of Taurida and Caucafus, publifhed a

manifefto inviting foreigners to come and fettle

in thofe countries. We fhall here infert a few

fragments from it.

" The protection which we habitually grant

*c to flrangers who come either to carry on their

* John Ledyard, the American, if he had not been

flopped on his journey, was the man who would doubtlefs

have given us much excellent information ; having about

36 years ago formed the defign of travelling on foot to the

Tfchouktfchis, of croffing Behring's {traits with fome of

them, and thence proceeding to the englifh fettlements at

Hudfon's bay. He undertook this extraordinary journey

alone and unarmed. He was arretted at Yakutfk, under pre-

tence of his being a fpy, and conveyed away to the frontiers

of Pruffia, whence he returned to England. This intrepid

pedeftrian, went afterwards to iEgypt in the delign of tra-

verfing all Africa on foot : but deajh put a Hop to his noble

undertaking at Grand Cairo.

T The truth of the matter is, that it contained little or

nothing worth communicating to the public.

" com-



EMPRESS CATHARINE II. 28$

<c commerce, or to exert their induftry in our

" empire, is generally known. Every one may
* c enjoy in our dominions the free exercife of the

* c religion of his fathers, a perfect fecurity, and

" the protection of the laws and government.

" All the neceffaries and the accommodations o£

" life, as well as the means of acquiring riches,

•" there offer themfelves, both from the fertility

" of the foil and the objects adapted to com-
" merce. The territory of Caucafus, in fub-

<f million to our fceptre, affords all thefe refources

" in greater abundance than the other provinces

" of our empire. Foreigners who are willing

<f to fettle there, whether in the towns, or in the

*c country, will be fure to find a peaceful afylunt

" with many advantages They fhall be,

<f during fix years exempt from all duties to the

" crown. If, at the expiration of that term

" they fhall fignify their intention to leave our

*c dominions, they fhall be at full liberty to go>

< c on paying only the value of the impofls of

w three years *."

By another manifefto which appeared within a

few months after the former, the emprefs de-

clared to all the inhabitants of RufTia and

* This manifefto bears date from Tzarfko-felo, the 141k

«f July 1785.

Tartary,
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Tartary, that it was no longer required of them

in addreffes to her, to call themfelves her Jlaves,

but only her Jubjetts *. That princefs was not

ignorant of the means of rendering herfelf

popular, and fhe often employed them with art.

One of thcfe which ferved greatly to render her

fo, was the care fhe took of children. Whether

from inclination or from policy, fhe had always

a great number of them in her apartments.

There they enjoyed the fame liberty with the

princes her grandchildren j and (he returned

their carefTes with extreme complaiiance.

The fame ftyle of outward magnificence, with

the fame munificent fpirit in the difpofal of

bounties or rewards, which had fo eminently dif-

tinguifhed the court of Peterfburg through the

reign of Catharine, dill continued to be its prin-

cipal characleriftics. Every thing that comes

within thefe defcriptions was done in the higheft

ftyle of grandeur, and feemed not only fuited to

the prefent greatnefs, but to the rifing hope and

fortune of that empire. Indeed the emprefs

proceeded upon fo large a fcale in thefe matters,

that it feemed rather to be graduated by an

* Letters, memorials, and petitions, with erafures In

them might be prefented to her without danger of her tak.

ing offence. She never imagined that there was any inten-

tion therein of infulting her dignity.

afiatic
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afiatic than an european model. It is not often

feen, at lead in the weftern world, that a great

military power, whole ambition and armaments

fpread appreheniion or terror all round, and

which feemed almoft conftantly looking for war,

mould at the fame time exceed all others in the

fplendid eftablifhments of peace and luxury.

The emprefs had publicly announced, in the

beginning of the year of which we are treating,

her intention of making a magnificent progrefs

to Kerfon and the Krirnea, in order tq her being

crowned fovereign of the new conquefts. This

defign was apparently conceived at ntft in the

moft fplendid ideas of eallern magnificence and

grandeur. It was given out, that Catharine was

to be crowned queen of Taurida, and to be de-

clared protectre fs of all the nations of Tartars.

That, in order to render the folemnization of

this great act the more auguft, awful, and more

extenfively finking, (he was to be attended by

the metropolitan, by fix other archbifhops, and

by a great body of the clergy ; which with the

court and its attendants, would have formed a

prodigious train. Triumphal arches were to be

erected, and enriched with fculptures, devices,

and inferiptions, on the approaches to Kerfon,

and in the town. The emprefs was to be drawn

on the latter part of the way in a triumphal car,

with
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with a wreath of laurel on her head ; and

the concourfe of people was expected to be

fo great, that the multitudes which attend the

pilgrimages to Mecca would no longer be re-

garded as a wonder. She was befides to be

cfcorted by a formidable army, to confift of no

Jefs than fix regiments of cavalry, and 22 of in-

fantry. The magnificence of the procefiion,

whether by land or by water, was to be fuited to

that of the grand concluding ceremonial. A
fleet of gallies were built on the Dniepr; and

befides their embellifhments and decorations,

Were to be furnifhed with all the accommodations

neceffary for a court, or ufually found in a great

city. It feemed as if coil was a matter not to be

thought of in thefe preparations ; and it is

fcarcely credible, though pofitively afferted, that

the prodigious fum of 7,000,000 of rubles * had

been originally dedicated to the purpofe only of

thofe prefents which were to be diftributed

at the coronation.

The fame allowance is probably to be made

for vanity and exaggeration in fome of thefe ac-

counts, which is ufually neceffary in fimilar

Cafes : but it is certain, however, that every

thing that could be conceived fplendid or grand,

* Amounting to about i,5co,oooI. fterling.

was
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Was included in the original defign, and the

ufual magnificence of the emprefs feems to

give a fanction to the whole. It is likewife to

be remembered, that there was a grand political

object in view in this fplendour and expencej

that it was undoubtedly expected that all the

adjoining nations would have been either terrified

by the power, or fafcinated by the pomp, fplen-

dour and wealth, which were now to be difplayed j

and that the tartar chiefs, under thefe im-

prefilons, would not only have rendered the

fcene truly glorious, by coming from all parts to

do homage to the new monarch of the eaft, but

that fhe would thereby have enlarged and fe-

cured her dominion without the trouble of war

and conqueft,

VOL. III. V
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CHAP. XIII.

Catharine II. takes a journey to the Krimea.—*

AJfaffmation ofkhan Sahim-Gueray.—The Turks

declare war againft Ruffia.—Guftavus III. in-

wades Finland.—Sea-fight between the Swedes

and the Ruffians.— Bentzeljliema makes an

attempt to burn the ruffian fleet at Copenhagen.

—Capture of Otchakoff.—Peace of Varela.—
Victories obtained over the Turks.—Capture of

ifmdil.—Difmififion of Momonojf.—Elevation of

Zuboff.—The court of Great Britain fends

Mr. Fawkener to Peterfburg.—-Peace ofYaffi.—

Death ofprince Potemkin.— 1787, 1788, 1789,

1790, 1791, 1792.

I HE grand political object which Catharine

had in view in this intended difplay of magnifi-

cence and power, was, after having folemnly

taken the fceptre of the Krim, and awed the

furrounding nations into fubmiffion, to conduct

her grandlon Conftantine * to the gates of that

Oriental

' * At his birth he was put into the hands of greek

mirfes fetched on purpofe from the file of Naxos. He vva*

always dreffed in the faihion of the Greeks, and furrounded

b7
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Oriental Empire to which ihe had deftined him

from his birth. All was in movement for com-

pleting the preparations, when the young prince

fell lick of the meafles, and he was obliged to be

left at Peterfburg. This circumftance, together

with the news of fome fkirmifhes, and even more

ferious engagements that had happened in the

Krim between the Ruffians and the Tartars, oc-

casioned a great alteration in the fcheme of the

progrefs to Kerfon. It was now greatly nar-

rowed in the defign, was difincumbered of much

of its intended fuperb magnificence j the great

object of the coronation, and of the aiTumption

of new ticks was entirely given upj the for-

midable military force that was expected did not

attend -, the proceffion did not take place at the

time propofed ; and the only end obtained, fav-

ing the conferences held with the king of Poland

and the emperor, was nothing more than the

emprefs's fhewing herfelf to the new fubje<5ts8

and appearing to take fome fort of formal

pofTeflion of Kerfon and the Krimea*

by children of that nation, that he might acquire the greek,

language, and which he fpoke with great facility. It was

even in regard to him that the" grecian cadet-corps of 200

«adets was eftablifhed. See before, vol. iii. p. 79.

V 2 The
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The Georgians, Lefghis, and other Tartars

that inhabit thefe unmeafured, and aknoft un-

known regions, and who feem fcarcely to know

any particular owner, as foon as the report of

the intended grand progrefs was fpread amongft

them, inftead of producing the expected effect,

in dazzling or terrifying thefe Tartars, it ferved,

on the contrary, as a fignal of general and

immediate danger, to cement their union in the

ftrongeft manner, and to urge them to the

greateft poffible exertion, and to the mod de-

termined refiftance. This foon became ap-

parent; and the war of the Krimea daily became

more ferious.

The emprefs {et out*, accompanied by her

ladies of honour, by the favourite Momonoff, the

grand-ecuyerNarifnkin, count Ivan Chernicheff,

the two counts Shuvaloff, and feveral more of

the courtiers, with the ambaffadors of Auftria and

France, and the cnglifh envoy. The fledges

travelled night and day. A great number of

horfes had been previoufly collected at every

ftation ; great fires were lighted at the diftance

of every 30 fathom, and an immenfe crowd of

perfons attracted by curiofity fkirted the roadr

* The 1 8th of January 1787.

On
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On the fixth day the emprefs arrived at

Smolenfk. Fifteen days after fhe made her

entry into Kieff, where the princes Sapieha and

Lubomirfky, the Potockis, the Branitfkies, and

moll of the other nobles of Poland who were

devoted to Rufila, had repaired to meet the

fovereign.

Prince Potemkin had gone on before. He
joined her at Kieff, as well as prince Nafiau-

Siegenj who, for fome time pad, had been

engaged in the ruffian fervice. Marfhal Ro-
mantzoff was there alfo. Already hurt at the

arrogance of Potemkin*, he had, during his

ftay at Kieff, additional caufes of complaint,

and his difcontent became vifible. But, what-

ever value the emprefs fet upon the brilliant

fervices of the vanquisher of the Ottomans, the

favour of Potemkin was undiminished.

Fifty magnificent gallies had been difpofed on

the Dniepr for the reception of the emprefs.

Her majefty, at the beginning of the ipring,

went to Krementchuk, and embarked f there

attended by a numerous fuite.

* Marfhal Romantzoff wasgeneral-fn-chief of the cavalry,

and during the fpace of 14 years there was no promotion in

that corps j becaufe prince Potemkin had a diflike to the

marfhal.

f The 6th of May 1787.

*3 The
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The next day the fleet caft anchor over againft

Kanieff. The king of Poland, who had come

thither under his old name of count Poniatoffsky,

repaired immediately on board the emprefs's

galley. The two fovereigns had not feen each

other for the fpace of three and twenty years*.

On their firft meeting, Catharine feemed rather

affected : but Staniflaus Auguftus preferved his

entire prefence of mind, and difcourfed with

great compofure. Soon after this they remained

alone in the apartment belonging to the emprefs,

and had a private conference which lafted fome-

what more than half an hour. After which, they

went over to another galley, where they dined

together. , Catharine decorated her former

lover with the ribbon of the order of St. Andrew;

Prince Potemkin, who had never feen the

polifh monarch, feemed quite enchanted at now

meeting him. It was perhaps to the impreflion

which it made on him, that Staniflaus Auguftus

has to afcribe the prefervation of his crown for

forne years longer than he otherwife would.

However this be, he retired that evening highly,

fatisfied to all appearance at the reception he had

met with, and the fleet continued its courfe.

* It was faid that a private interview between them toot

place at Riga in 1764.

At

\
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At Krementfhuk the emprefs was lodged in

a houfe fuperbly ornamented. There (he found

an army of 12,000 men in new uniforms, who

prefented before her a (ham- fight by manoeu-

vring in four columns, with a fquare battalion of

-Kofaks *.

The.pafTage by water was ftill more agreeable.

The mores of the Bniepr were covered with

villages conftru&ed for the occafion, with pea-

fants elegantly drefTed tending numerous flocks,

who came by crofs-roads to different places on

the coaft, which the fleet was to pafs, and were

thus incelfandy re-produced before the eyes of

the voyagers. The beauty of the feafon even

added to the magical effects of the fpectacle

prefented to the emprefs, and all together con-

verted this almoft defart region into a delightful

country.

Jofeph IJ. f had arrived at Kerfon fome time

before the emprefs. He fet out to meet: her,

and joined her majefty at Kai'dak j where fhe

immediately landed, and proceeded by land to

* It was on that occafion that the emprefs, who was

granting favours to every body, and of whom every body

was preffing to afk them, faid to Suvaroff :—" And you,

" general, do you want nothing ?" " Qnly that you
" would order my lodgings to be paid, madam," anfwered

Suvaroff. His lodgings coll two rubles a month.

f Under the title of count Falkenftein,

u 4 Kerfon,
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Kerfon, to which place the emperor returned

with her.

Kerfon was already an opulent city j having

a harbour full of veffels, and dock-yards well

fupplied. A 6 6-gun man of war was launched

in prefence of the emprefs, and a frigate of 40

guns. As her majefty was going through the

feveral parts of the town, fhe read upon a gate,

on the fide to the eaft, a greek infeription of

this import :
—" By this the way leads to

<f Byzantium."

There was at that time a great number of

foreigners : Greeks, Tartars, French % Spa-

niards, Englim, Poles ; fome drawn thither

by curiofity ; others by the defire of paying

homage to the emprefs. Prince Potemkin

prefented to her Miranda f, who, being obliged

to fly his native country, fought an afylum

among the Ruffians, and is fince become a

general in the fervice of the French.

* Among the French were Edward Dillon and Alexander

X.ameth.

f Miranda, a fugitive from the Havannah, had gone to

New York and into Canada ; from North America he went

to Conftantinople and to Kerfon. Being afterwards at

Peterfburg, he was demanded by the charge des affaires of

Spain. But the emprefs refufed to give him up ; and when

he quitted Ruffia, fhe recommended him to her minifters at

foreign courts.

Among
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Among the women who had reforted to the

court of Catharine, was a grecian lady already-

famous $i whofe charms had touched the heart

pf prince Potemkin, and feemed likely to

fnatch him away from the crowd of beauties

who were contending for his favours.

Long before her departure from Peterfburg,

the emprefs had fent major Sergius to Conftan-

tinople, for the purpofe of acquainting the

divan that (he defigned to come into the Krimea.

The divan (hewed fymptoms of uneafinefs at it

:

they almoft confidered this journey as an aggref*

fion. They took meafures to repel it; and while

the emprefs was at Kerfon, four turkifh fhips of

the line came and anchored at the mouth of the

Boryfthenes. Thefe fhips were neither inclined,

nor, had they been fo, were they able to make

any fuccefsful attempt ; but the very fight of

* She was called madame de Witt. From his partiality

for her, prince Potemkin gave the government of Kerfon to

her hufband. This did not prevent madame de Witt from

committing fome infidelities to prince Potemkin. Under

pretence of going to fee her mother, who was a poor

tradefwoman at the feraglio, me went to Conftantinople

with the countefs de Mnifcheck. Choifeul-Goufner gave her

lodgings in the hotel de France. After the death of

Potemkin, madame de Witt followed the fortune of Felix

Potocky ; and, at the follicitation of the countefs Potocky,

tfae emprefs caufed her to be fhut up in a convent.

j 5 them
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(hem caufed difturbance to Catharine. She

beheld them with fcorn, and could not turn away

her eyes from them.—" Do you fee ?" faid fhe

to her courtiers, " one would fuppoie that the

" Turks had no recollection of Tfchefme !"

Jofeph II. received at Kerfon the nrft news

of the rebellion that had broke out in Brabant.

Some perfons exhorted him to repair immedi-

ately to BrufTels, and to acx with great modera-

tion, as the beft means of appeafing an irri-

tated people. That prince made no difcovery

of the meafures he intended to purfue, nor did

he take the road to his dominions. On the

contrary, he followed the emprefs, who fet out

on a journey to vifit the inner parts of the

Krimea.

The emprefs was received in that peninfula

by the principal myrzas, whofe troops made

various evolutions in her prefence. All at once

the carriages were furrounded by a thoufand

Tartars, forming themfelves into an efcort.

Jofeph II. who had not been apprifed of what

was to happen, expreffed fome. uneafmefs ; but

the emprels preferved her ufual tranquillity.

Thefe Tartars had been placed there by prince

Potemkin. They had certainly no finifter de-

fign ; and if they had, they would never have

dared' to put it in execution j being well aware,

that



EMPRESS CATHARINE II. 299

that Potemkin had, not far from the place, ar*

army of 153,000 men.

Catharine made her entry with great pomp
into Bachtfchifarai, and lodged, together with

her fuite, in the palace of the khan. In the

evening fhe was entertained with the fpectacle

of a mountain artificially illuminated, in fuch a

manner as to feem as if all on fire. Wherever

ihe went, every exertion was made to prefent

her with fome agreeable object; and fhe em*
ployed every means in gaining the affections of

the people. She allotted funds for building two

mofques. She diftributed confiderable prefents

among the myrzas. The myrzas teftified the

mod ardent devotion towards her ; and fix

weeks afterwards they declared in behalf of the

Turks.

On her way back, the emprefs was conducted

to Pultava. On her reaching that place, two

armies appeared. They approached ; they

engaged; and gave Catharine an exact repre-

prefentation of the famous battle in which

Charles XII. was completely routed by Peter

the great.

This fpeclacle was worthy ofprince Potemkin,

and of the two fovereigns to whom he gave it.

}ofeph II. on whom the very name of a warrior

made a lively impreflion, could not refrain from

deploring



JOO LIFE OF THE

deploring the misfortune ofthe fwedifh monarch

.

he was neverthelefs extremely delighted with all

that was done both by Potemkin and the em-
prefs. He was fo captivated by the behaviour

of Catharine, that he expreffed his inclination to

afiift her in caufing her grandfon to be crowned

at Conftantinople.

Jofeph II. however, could not help terrifying

his furprife at the extraordinary complaifance the

emprefs fhewed to Momonoff. The favourite

at times would ftrangely exhibit his influence

;

and his vanity feemed to be flattered in being

able to give illuftrious witnefles to his puerile

triumphs *.

At Mofco Jofeph II. took leave of the em-

prefs j and, rapidly croffing Poland, returned to

his dominions, while that princefs purfued the

road to Peteriburg f

.

* It is the cuftom in Ruflia, when playing at whift
?

inftead of markers, to ufe pieces of chalk in a little cafe of

filver or ivory, with which the amount of the game is fcored

in figures on the green cloth. Momonoff was every day of

the emprefs's party : and, having fome knowledge of draw-

ing, he fometimes took the chalk, and amufed himfelf with

making caricatures on the table, while the fovereign, with

the cards in her hand, condefcendingly waited till he had

finifhed his fcrawl, to proceed in her play.

-j- She arrived there the latter end of July : her journey

Laving lafled fix months and four dayg.

The
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The unfortunate khan, Sahim-Gueray, was

not in the Krimea when the emprefs vifited that

peninfula* After having divefted him of his

power, Potemkin retained him for fome time

with him at Kerfon ; where that imprudent

Tartar wore the uniform of general of the

preobajenfkoi guards, and was decorated with

the ribbon of a ruffian order. He was afterwards

fent to Kaluga 3 his penfion was flopped, himfelf

left in the moft extreme deftitution > and he was

obliged to abandon his native country, to throw

himfelf into the arms of the Turks, whom he

might have regarded as his moft mortal enemies,

if the Ruffians had not been fo.

He firft retired into Moldavia, where a eapigi-

bachi and the hofpodar long advifed him in vain

to repair to Conftantinople* Colonel de Witt*,

then commander of the fortrefs of Kaminieck,

and obfequioufly devoted to prince Potemkin,

united his follicitations with thofe of the capigi-

bachi. But Sahim-Gueray ftill held out. He
doubtlefs forefaw the fatal lot that awaited him.

In ihort, his perfon was feized, and he was

tranfported to the iile of Rhodes. There

Sahim-Gueray took refuge in the houfe of the

* The hufband of the madame de Witt before men-

tioned,

french
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frcnch conful*, of whom the Turks immediately

demanded his furrender. The conful, thinking

that they would not dare to violate his afylum*

generoufly refufed to give up the man who had

put himfelf under his protection ; but they

threatened to fet fire to his houfe, and feizing

the opportunity his momentary abfence gave

them, they tore down the arms of France from

over the gate, which they went and placed

againft a neighbouring houfe, and ftrangled the

unfortunate khan. Thus it was that the Turks

took vengeance on this prince for his defection,

and that the Rufiians rewarded him for having

ceded to them his dominions.

Some time previous to the departure of the

emprefs for the Krimea, Bakunin, the minifter

of the department of foreign affairs, and at firft

in the higheft degree of favour, received orders

to travel. Bezborodko j* was defirous of placing

MarkofT

* The name of the conful was Mille.

f The minifters, properly fpeaking, are the heads of the

principal departments or colleges, and efpecially thofe of the

college of foreign affairs. The chief, or the vice-chancellor

(the poll of chancellor being vacant) may be conlidered as

prime minifter. Count Oftermann is a man not at all

above the ordinary ftamp, whefe father and grandfather

filled the fame office before him : he who held it under the

emprefs
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Markoff at Peteriburg. Nothing farther was

neceffary for procuring the banifhment of Ba-

kunin. But whether he was unable to refift the

chagrin he experienced from lofing his place,

or whether it was fome other caufe that accele-

rated the period of his life, Bakunin had not an

opportunity to carry the fecrets of the govern-

ment into foreign countries : he died almoft

fuddenly.

emprefs Anne was involved in the difgrace of marflial count

Munich, and did not bear his reverfe of fortune with fo

much fortitude as the marfhal. The fecond of the fame

college was M. Bezborodko, looked upon as a very laborious

ftatefman ; and his rapid rife would be almoft incredible in

any other country. Not twenty years ago he was fecretary

to marfhal RomantzofF. His chief talent confifts in a

thorough knowledge of his native language, which he writes

in a pure flyle : a talent extremely rare among the Ruffians,

and which alone has made the fortune of numbers. The

emprefs repofed great confidence in count Bezborodko

;

employing him to terminate the negotiations interrupted by

the death of prince Potemkin. It was at that time reported,

that he intended fhortly to retire, though ftill in the prime of

life, and capable of fervice for many years to come. A
confiderable income, a tafte for pleafure, and the love of

independence, all together feemed to give room to think

that he would willingly fubmit to the efforts of a powerful

cabal directed againft him, and retire to Mofco, peaceably

to enjoy his opulence : however, this retirement has not yet

taken place, and the tzar Paul wifely repofes as much con-

fidence 10 him. as his mother had done before.

MarkofF
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Markoff was then recalled from Stockholm
1

*

and put in the place of Bakunin j while Andrew

Razumoffsky, whofe talents and courage pro-

cured him the efteem of Catharine, was trans-

lated from Denmark to Sweden.

Markoff, the fon of a ruffian peafant *, acting

at firft in capacity of Secretary to prince Gal-

litzirij minifter plenipotentiary at the Hague;

had accompanied prince Repnin to the congrefs

of Tefchen, and was afterwards fent to Paris*

where he received orders from the emprefs to

go into Sweden. Being active and artful, he

fuited Bezborodko, efpecially as there was a great

jfimilarity in their purfuits of pleafure. Accord-

ingly, a great intimacy foon fprung up between

them, which the latter had afterwards fome

reafon to repent f

.

However,

* M. Markoff followed next to count Bezborodko in

the fame college. He paffed for the moft fagacious of the

three ; which was not faying a great deal. However, it

inuft be owned, that both his talents and attainments are of

rather a fuperior call ; and he might have afpired to the

foremoft places while the emprefs lived, and which he would

have filled as well as any other perfon ; always fuppofing

that he were to have no other competitors than the people

then about the court.

* He was removed from his poft by the prefent emperor

Paul, foon after his acceffion to the throne.—The minifterial

functions never prevented him from attending to the promo-

tion
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However, prince Potemkin wi(hed, at all

events, to induce the Turks to commence

hoftiiities. Independently of the hope of again

difmembering the ottoman empire, he wasdefir-

ous of war from a private motive,— a motive

which rendered it necelTary to him. Though in

a manner burthened. with titles, honours, digni-

ties, and croffes of knighthood, he Hill wifned

to procure the grand ribbon of the order of

St. George. For the-obtaining of this, he muM

tlon of the arts : while miniller at Stockholm, a French

actrefs appeared to him worthy of mining on the ftage of

Peterfburg ; and he conceived it not incompatible with his

dignity to take charge of this modern Melpomene. Per-

haps it might have been as well to have firft obtained the

confent of..the managers of the theatre at Stockholm : but

having only in view the glory of his country, and the claims

he mould acquire on its gratitude, by procuring to the

imperial reiidence of the ruffian empire fo enchanting a

fubjeft, may be admitted as an excufe for this piece of

neglect. Madame Hufs, on her part, refolved not to be

ungrateful towards the man to whom fhe was indebted for

figuring in one of the "firft theatres of the world : (he never

quitted him, lodged at his hoiife, and allowed him not to

recreate himfelf, after the painful buiinefs of the miniftry,

any where but with her. Madame Hufs is certainly a&

incomparable actrefs, by the confeffion of many perfons who
have frequented the theatws of London, as well as thaT

of Peterfburg.

VOL. III. % iUVe
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have the-command of an army, gain a vi&ory,

and confequently caufe the death of a multitude

of fcldiers. But, in the fight of the amonious,

what are the lives of feveral thoufandi. of men

in comparifon of an ornament that flatters their

pride ?

Bulgakoff, minifter of Ruffia at Conftan-

tinople, had been at Kerfon, to inform the

emprefs of his fecret operations, and of the

difpofitions of the divan. That minifter had

formed correfpcndencies in iEgypt, by means

of baron Tholus, conful-general of Ruffia at

Alexandria. Another conful which Ruffia kept

at Smyrna, named Peter Ferrieri, engaged in all

the intrigues of which a daring Greek is capable.

A third endeavoured to raife infurrections in

Moldavia. The ruffian ihips made a licentious

ufe of the numerous privileges which had been

granted them by the Porte j and the court of

Petersburg perpetually gave countenance to this

violation of treaties.

The Porte, difcontented at this conduct, and

irritated at the difcovery of a correfpondence

between Ibrahim-bey, one of the rulers of

Cairo, and the ruffian minifter, gave orders to

the capudan-palha to go and quell the disturb-

ances in iEgypt. Within a few days afterwards^

the



EMPRESS CATHARINE II. 307

the grand vizir and the rcis effendi demanded

a conference * of the minifter, at which they

delivered to him a memorial fuccinctly drawn

up, to which they requefted him to give an

immediate anfwer. This memorial ftated :

" That experience having fhewn that the

ruffian conful in Moldavia was a reillefs and

turbulent man, who employed all forts of

means to difturb the peace of the two empires,

the grand fignior infilled that he fhould leave

his dominions without delay.

" That the troubles which had now for two

years been raging in Georgia, being evidently

the effect of the protection which the emprefs

had granted to prince Heraclius, againft the

fpirit of the treaties fubfifting, it was but juft

that the ruffian troops fhould quit Teflis, and

retire fo far from that kingdom, as was requi-

fite to the reftoration of tranquillity. •

" That the ruffian veffels which paffed be-

fore Conftantinople, having always prohibited

merchandize on board, his fublime highnefs

required, that all thefe veffels fhould be

vifited without exception.

" That the Sublime Porte, being affured that

" prince Alexander Mauro-Cordato, who had

* The 26th of July.

x a " fled
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u fled from Yari at the beginning of February,

" had found an afylum in Ruflia, it demanded
fC that this prince mould be abandoned.

" That the Ruffians muft furnifh the inhabit-

<c ants of OtchakofF with a greater quantity of

fc fait than they have hitherto done.

" That, laftly, the grand fignior demanded a

<c power to appoint, in the ruffian dominions,

<c agents to protect the commerce of his

« fubjetts."

For anfwering this memorial, BulgakofF re-

quefled time to confult his court. This was

readily granted ; but the divan foon met again,

and refolved that it was needlefs to wait for the

anfwer from Peterfburg. War was declared in

Conftantinople, and BulgakofF fhut up in the

caftle of feven towers*.

The internuncio f of the court of Vienna,

and the ambafTador of France J, united their

efforts with the divan to obtain the relesfe of

BulgakofF. All their endeavours were fruitlefs.

The minifter of Great Britain had at that time

more influence than they, and entered warmly

into the refentment of his court, which had

beheld with a jealous eye the empire of Ruflia

forming a treaty of commerce with France.

* The 1 8th of Auguft. f Baron von Herbert,

± M. de Cholfeul-Gouffier.
* The
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The Turks began to make preparations for

war with the greater! alacrity. They ordered

80,000 men to march, to cover Otchakoff. A
formidable army advanced to the fhores of the

Danube; and the grand vizir was in readinefs to

unfurl the ftandard of Mohammed at the head of

the ottoman troops.

A fquadron of 16 mips of the line, 8 frigates,

and feveral gallies, entered the Euxine under the

command of the capudan-pafha.

The old admiral was juft then returned from

iEgypt, where he had fubdued the rebellious

beys, Ibrahim and Amurath, and collected

a tribute of more than twelve millions of

piaftres. But he was Hill humble under all this

fuccefs. He even now recollected with grief the

difafters of Tfchefme ; and, previous to his

departure for the Krimea, he called together the

principal officers of his fleet, and made them the

following fpeech

:

« You know whence I am come, and what

" I have atchieved. A new field of honour

" invites me, as well as you, to devote the laft

" figh to the honour of our faith, to the fervice

<f of the fukan and the invincible nation, who,

" in the prefent fituation of affairs, demand the

cc laft drop of our blood.—It is in order to fulfil

" this facred duty, that I now part from thofe

x 3 "of
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" of my family that are deareft to me. I have

" granted liberty to all my flaves of both fexes ;

ft I have paid them all that I owed them ; and I

" have rewarded them according to their defert?.

cc
I have bid my laft adieus to my wife; and I

" am going in queft of battles, in the firm refo-

<f lutiort either to conquer or to die. If ever I

" return, it will be by the fignal favour of

* c heaven. If I am defirous that my days

" mould be prolonged, it is only that they may
cc be terminated with glory. Such is myim-
tc moveable refolution.

<f You, who have ever been my faithful

cc companions, I have called you together to

u exhort you to follow my example in this

" decifive conjuncture. If there be any one of

4t you who feels not the courage to be willing to

<c die in the glorious conflict, let him declare it

Cf freely. He ihall find favour before me,

€t and mail immediately receive his difmifiion.

tc Thofe, on the other hand, who fhall be

" wanting in courage to execute my orders in

w battle, muft not pretend to find an excufe in

" contrary winds and the difobedience of their

<f crews ; for I fwear by Mohammed and by the

« c life of the fultan, that I will have their heads

< f cut off, and the heads of their crews. But he

" who Ihall difplay courage, and perform his

« duty,
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« f duty, mall be liberally rewarded. Let all

<c thofe who are willing to follow me on thefe

<f conditions, rife up then, and fwear to obey

" me faithfully."

At thefe words all the commanders having

rifen, fwore to conquer or to die with their

grand admiral. Cf Yes," exclaimed he, cc I

" acknowledge you all as my brave and faithful

" companions ! Go, return to your fhips.

" Call your crews upon deck. Communicate

" to them my fpeech j receive their oath, and

" keep in readinefs for failing to-morrow."

The Turks, fufpecting the fidelity of the

Greeks, difarmed them all : at the fame time

publifhing a manifefto to invite the Tartars to

return to their allegiance to the grand fignior.

That race regretted the lofs of their former

mailers, and detefted their new ones. In vain

did the emprefs load them with prefents *, in

vain had fhe caufed the koran to be printed *,

and mofques to be built ; they faw in her only

the chriftian, and in their heart preferred to her

a mufTulman prince. The myrzas then met and

elected for their khan Shah Par- Gueray, who

foon beheld under his orders an army of 40,000

men.

* The emprefs had the koran or kour'ann printed at

Peter/burg for the life of the inhabitants of Taurida.

X4 At
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At Petersburg the news of the war Was

received with tranfports of joy. It had long

been forefeen by the emprefs ; and me expected

it with impatience. All her preparations were

made. She had already a great force in the

Kuban ; and detachments of her armies were on

their march to the Krim. The whole face of

the country, from Kaminick to Balta, was

covered with her troops. Prince Potemkin,

commander in chief of all thefe forces, had

under his orders Suvaroff, Repnin, Kamenfkoi,

KakofTsky, and a number of other generals.

Marfhal Roman tzoff, unwilling to be an infiru-

ment to the glory of Potemkin, excufed himfelf

on account of his great age, and refufed the

command, of which fome remains of a forced

refpect had procured him the offer. His fon

went, and joined the army.

A fleet of 8 ihips of the line, 12 frigates,

and near aoo chebeks or gun- boats, was equipped

in the Euxine ; and two ftrong fquadrons under

the command of admiral Krufe and admiral

Greig, were in readinefs at Cronftadt to fail for

the Mediterranean.

By the alliance of Jofeph II. the emprefs was

fecure of another powerful fupport, as that

prince was no lefs defirous than herfelf of a war

with the Turks. Eighty thoufand Auftrians

$ were
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were on their march to Moldavia : Jn a word, all

feemed to announce the approaching overthrow

of the ottoman empire.

Catharine, in the mean time, dilFembling both

her fentiments and her defigns, published a

manifeFto, in which (he reproached the Turks

with the infraction of the treaties which had,

been violated only by herfelf; and, after a long

enumeration of the pretended wrongs committed

by the Porte, Hie added :

" That, provoked by fo offenfive a conduct,

< c fhe had, much againft her will, been obliged

" to have recourfe to arms, as the only means

" left her for afTerting the rights which fhe had

fC acquired at the price of fo much blood, and

" to avenge the dignity of her crown, injured by

" the violence that* had been ufed towards her

" minifter at Conftantinople ; that, perfectly

" innocent of all the calamities inevitably en-

cc gendered by war, fhe had a right to rely, not

" only on the providence of God and the aflift-

iC ance of her allies, but on the devout afpira-

« tions of the chriftian world, for the triumph.

" of a caufe fo juft as that which fhe was forced

u to maintain."

This manifefto was foon followed by a fecond,

which declared :l

—

<c That the Porte had had the,

ci arrogance to infift on a categorical anfwer to

" its
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M its abfurd demands ; and that the emprefs,

* c forced to repel the aggreffion of the enemy
tc of the chriftian name, armed herfelf with con-

<c fidence under the protection of that righteous

" God who had fo long and fo powerfully pro-
<c tected the ruffian empire."

In fupport of thefe memorials by which Ca-

tharine was moving heaven and earth againil

the Ottomans, means were employed ftill more

adapted to the fuperftition of the Ruffians

;

papers were difperfed emphatically publishing

the prophecies of the patriarchs Jeremiah and

Nicon*, predicting the fpeedy ruin of Conftan-

tinople. This was at the fame time an indirect

manner of combating a fort of falfe prophet

called the Sheik Manfour, who, affirming that an

angel had appeared to him in the midft of

a wood, had been able to collect an army, and

to raife againft the Ruffians all the hordes of

mount Caucafus.

The emprefs earneftly folicited the ambaffador

of France to engage his court to join her for the

difmemberment of the ottoman empire. In

return for this fervice, fhe offered to cede to

France the poiTeffion of ./Egypt, of the conqueft

* Nlcon, raifed to the patriarchal dignity In 1652,

changed the antient liturgy of the greek church.

of
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of which fhe thought herfelf fecurc. But the

ambaiTador was averfe from trufting to the

fpecious bait. He knew that if Turkey was to

be partitioned, ./Egypt would be lefs deferable to

the French than the ifle of Candia. He knew,

that though it would be advantageous for France

to have a treaty of commerce with the Ruffians,

it was greatly more to her intereft to prevent the

demolition of the Turks, with whom fhe was

engaged in a more fafe, more lucrative, and

more convenient commerce. In fhort, he knew

that the inefficient government of Conftantinople

could never, like that of Peterlburg, threaten to

difarrange the equilibrium of Europe. Befides,

what right had Catharine to reckon en the

fubmiffion of Mgypt ? Her conful-general

Tholus, it is true, maintained feveral corre-

fpondencies there ; he had fecured the beys

Ibrahim and Amurath in his intereft ; but the

temptations which he threw out to another bey,

named Ifmael, were not attended with the fame

fuccefs. Ifmael caufed him to be arretted, and

lent him "to the pafha of Cairo, who detained

him prifoner.

In her endeavours to incite the chriftian princes

to arm againft the Turks, Catharine furely never

fuppofed that they would fecond her in all her

ambitious''fchemes, or that they would remain at

leaft
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leaft calm fpeclators of her triumphs. She ttM

not ignorant that England was inftigating the

Porte to go to war, and was fending it fupplies ;

and that Pruffia would not patiently fuffer either

the aggrandifement of Ruflia or of the houfe

of Auftria. But what the emprefs did not

forefee, was the refolution of Guftavus III. to

declare war againit her immediately.

1788. Since count Oftermann had quitted

Stockholm, his fuccelTors * had faithfully imitated

his conduct. But no one had diftinguifhed him-

felf fo much by his boldnefs as count Andrew

RazumofFsky. Jealous of regaining the favour

of his fovereign, that minifter was perpetually

working to fow diflentions among the fwedifh

nobles, of whom the greater part were dif-

contented with their king, and were but too

much inclined to liften to the infidious advice of

the Ruffian.

Guftavus refolved to take his revenge. Before

the Turks had declared war againft Ruflia,

Heideftam, his minifter at Conftantinople, had

already received orders to conclude a treaty

of alliance with them. The Turks recollected

with reverence the victories of Charles XII.

They thought that a king of Sweden might

* Moufchin-Poufkin, and afterwards Markoff.

make
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make a powerful diverfion in their favour. They

promifed Guftavus to grant him confiderable

fubfidies, which in part were paid him on the

fpot. Befides, Pruffia lent him money, and

England promifed him the afllftance of a fleer.

That prince therefore began to arm.

Being a witnefs to the preparations that were

goino; forward at Stockholm, count Andrew

RazumofFsky haughtily aiked to what end they

were making. Guftavus, with ftill greater haugh-

tinefs replied, that he was not accountable for

bis actions to any foreign power. It was fome-

what extraordinary to fee an ambafTador dif-

puting in the capital of Sweden the prerogatives

of the fwedifh monarch, and pretending to let

bounds to his power. Guftavus, juftly exas-

perated at this inftance-of prefumption, ordered

RazumofFsky to depart from Stockholm. But

the Ruffian found means, under various pretexts,

to defer his departure for a confiderable time.

Notwithstanding this, the preparations for

war went on with the ufual ardour. The fleet

was equipping at Carlefcrona; the troops to be

embarked were gathering round the capital;

others were on their march .to Finland. It was

artfully propagated that it was neceffary to put

fhe kingdom on its defence, as the court of

Petersburg
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Peterfburg had threatened Sweden with an atL

unleis Guftavus would confent to furnifh her with

fuccours againft the Turks. The fwedifli foldiers

burnt with defire to meafure fwords with a

nation which their anceftors had fo frequently

vanquished. In a word, they were embarked,

and the fleet which had them on board arrived

in Finland, whither Guftavus was gone before.

The troops had fcarcely kt foot on the

frontiers, than a fmall detachment of ruffian

chaffeurs made a feint to diflodge a body of

Swedes who defended a bridge. Some fire-

arms * were even discharged on both fides 3

which Guftavus readily took for a fignal of war.

His orders were already given, and his fquadron

captured two ruffian frigates that were cruifing

off Sveaborg, for the purpofe of exercifing the .

marine cadets of Peterfburg.

Guftavus refolved to march againft Frederik-

fham ; but, as they had not yet been able to

get the heavy artillery on fhore from on board

* By the fwedifli conffcitution, the king cannot attack 3

foreign power, without the confent of the diet.— The

Ruffians pretend, that Guitavus III. had difguifed the

boors of Finland a6 ruffian foldiers, and confequently caufed

his own fubjefts to be killed, in order to have a pretence for

entering the ruffiau territory.

the
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the fquadron of Carlefcrona, he now conceived

the defign of attacking the town 6n two different

fides at once, and take it by aflault.

Terror and amazement took pofTeiTion of

every breaft at Peterfburg. All the ruffian

foldiery had been fcnt off againft the Turks.

At the firft moment of alarm the emprefs had

no more than fome invalids and a few detach-

ments of her guards to fend to the relief of

Frederikfham. No doubt was entertained that

Guftavus would get poiTeffion of that place, and

proceed to lay fiege to the refidence. Catharine

was extremely uneafy, but always preferved the

appearance of perfect tranquillity. The french

ambafTador juft at that time entering the palace/

her majefty afked him, what news were talked of?

—" That you are going to fet out for Mofco,

" madam," returned he.—" You did not be-
Cf lieve it," (he immediately anfwered. " I

" have given orders for a great number of pofr-

" horles to be kept in readinefs ; but it is for

<c the purpofe of bringing foldiers and can-

" nons."

She did really bring together die few troops

that were difperfed among the lefs diirant gar-

rifons, and fent them into Finland to join the

detachments that were already there. The
command of this incomplete army was given to

Moufchin-
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Moufchin-Poufkin, an inexperienced general,

whofe reputation for military conduce was not

calculated to dill the apprehenfions of the people

of Peterlburg.

The emprefs haftily publifhed a declaration,

in which;, complaining of the behaviour of the

Icing of Sweden, and of the neceffity to which

he had reduced her of arming againft him, fhe

artfully diffembled the weaknefs of her troops in

Finland, and faid, on the contrary, that the

oarrifons had been reinforced, in the wav cf

precaution, a long time before the aggreflion of"

the Swedes,

At the fame time fhe ordered baron Nolken,

the fwcdilh miniiler, to quit the empire without

delay.

The fwedifh fleet, cpnfifting of 20 ihips of

the line, fix frigates, and feveral corvettes,

paraded about the gulf, and even advanced to

within light of the batteries of Cronftadt, and

feemed to bid, defiance to the ruffian armament.

That armament had received failing orders for

the Mediterranean 5 but the appearance of the

fwedifh fleet occafioned them to be recalled.

The admiral received a command to make ready

for lea, but an incident of a fingular nature pre-

vented his compliance.

!l
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It is well known that there is a want of native

officers of fufficient ability and experience, to

conduct the operations of the ruffian navy with

judgment and effect. It was not perhaps in the

nature of things that this 'deficiency could be

fully fupplied by foreigners : it was however the

only refource ; and the conclufion of the ameri-

can war afforded a confiderable fupply of young

englifh officers, whofe minds were too alert

to live out of action if it could any where be

found. Few, if any, of thefe had rifen to any

higher rank in their own fervice than that of

lieutenant, fo that the command of fingle mips

feemed the higheft advancement to which they

could yet be competent. They were however

of the utmoft importance to Ruffia in the prefent

ftate of things j and Great Britain, notwithstand-

ing the jealoufies fubfifting between the two

courts, refrained from proceeding to the ex-

tremity of recalling them home.

This known fcarcity of commanders could

not fail to attract the attention of foreign adven-

turers, who had acquired any experience and

reputation in maritime affairs. Of this number

was the englifh pirate and renegado Paul Jones,

who had rendered himfelf fo notorious in the

american war, by the mifchiefs which he did to

the trade of his country, and whofe defperate

vol. in. y courage,



322 LIFE OF THE

courage, which only ferved to render his atro-

cioufnefs confpicuous, would, in a good caufc,

have entitled him to honour.

This man could not but experience the com-

mon fate incident to his character; and, finding

that he did not meet the consideration which he

expected in America, he made a tender of his

fervices to the court of Peterfburg ; where he

was gladly received, and immediately appointed

to a high command in the grand fleet which was

under equipment at Cronftadt. The britifh

officers, full of thofe national and profefTional

ideas of honour which they had imbibed in their

own country and fervice, confidered this ap-

pointment as the higheft affront that could

be offered to them, and a fubmiffion to it an act

of fuch degradation, that no time or circumftance

could wipe away the dishonour. They accord-

ingly went in a body, to the amount of near 20,

without a fingle difTentient lagging behind, or

hefitating on the account of inconvenience or

perfonal diftrefs, to lay down their commiflions ;

declaring at the fame time, that it was im-

pofTible for them to ferve under, or to act in

"any manner or capacity whatever, with a pirate

or a renegade.

Nothing could have been more vexatious or

more embarraffing to the court of Peterfburg,

at
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at the prefent critical period, than this fpirited

conduct of the officers. Punctilios of honour,

operating in the face of command, was a thing

unheard of in that fervice. No Ruffian, under

the firft rank or order, would dare to infinuate

fuch an idea. As it was, it could not be con-

fidered as lefs than a direct infult to the court,

and any fubmiffion to it as a grievous derogation

from its dignity. It would befides eftablifh

* a precedent which might be troublefome or

dangerous with refpect to her own fubjects.

It was well for the officers that they were not

the fubjects of a fmall ftate, and that this did not

happen in a feafon of peace, when their fervices

might be difpenfed with. The neceffity of the

time however prevailed. The appointment of

Paul Jones to a command in the Cronftadt fleet

was recalled ; and that adventurer (whofe cha-

racter of an impetuous courage had made an im-

preffion on the court far beyond its real value)

was difpatched to the armament in the JEuxine

as fecond to the prince of NafTau. In the mean

time, a fcandalous adventure with a girl which

made a noife in the town, occafioned him to

think it advifable to quit the country entirely.

The ruffian fquadron commanded by admiral

Greig now put to fea, and the hoftile fleets

came in fight, or rather approached each other,

y 2 in
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in a fog, off the ifland of Hoogland. The action

did not commence till five o'clock in the after-

noon, and in two hours fo many fhips were difabled

on both fides, that they were mutually obliged

to lay by and refit, in order to prepare for a re-

newal. At eight o'clock the battle was renewed

with apparently a frefh accefiion of rage on both

fides. Nothing could exceed the dreadful vio-

lence of the action, or the fury and determined

obftinacy with which it was maintained. The

darknefs was fo great, that the knowledge of

each fhip was in a great meafure confined to her

own fphere of action; fo that ignorant and

heedlefs of what was pafiing elfewhere, fhe

fought as if all depended upon herfelf indi-

vidually, and as if victory or deftruction were

the only alternatives. The victory, as is ufually

the cafe in actions not apparently and abfolutely

decifive, was claimed by both fleets, as a flag-

fhip had been taken on either fide.

From this time to the end of the campaign,,

the Swedes continued fhut up in the harbour of

Sveaborg, being precluded even from the means

of refitting, while the ruffian fleet rode the

triumphant miftrefs of all the feas within the

Sound i nor was it long before a numerous

flotilla of fmall veiTels, laden with provifions for

the army in Finland, as well as for the fleet,

7 through
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through the fatal lack of protection, became

a prey to the enemy.

The joy which this fudden turn of affairs

occafioned at Petersburg, may be eftirnated from

the panic which had fo lately, for the firft time,

feized the refidence j and the importance that

was fet upon the iervice at court, was fully

fhewn by the favour which the emprefs con-

ferred upon admiral Greig. A letter, written to

him with her own hand, was filled with praife and

acknowledgment j and this honour was fucceeded

or accompanied by the fubftantial bent- fits of a

conliderable fum of money, and of a good eftate

in Livonia. This commander, who was fingularly

fortunate in his life, feems to have been no lefs

fo in its period, which took place before the

clofe of the year, when he was loaded with,

all the honour and favour which he feemed well

capable of receiving. The distinction and ho-

nour paid to him did not end with his life. His

funeral was, by the exprefs orders of the emprefs,

celebrated with the greateft pomp, being deco-

rated and adorned by all thofe appropriate naval

and military honours, which the martial nations

of Europe have affigned 'as the laft tribute to the

memory of the brave.

Guftavus now offered propofals to the emprefs

for an accommodation, on conditions purpofely

v 3 calculated
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calculated to wound the pride of that prineefs.

He required that count Razumoffsky fhould be

exemplarily punifhed for the intrigues and ma-

chinations of which he had been guilty at

Stockholm ; that the part of Finland and of

Karelia that had been ceded to Rufiia by the

treaties of Meuftadt and Abo, fhould be reftored

to Sweden ; that the court of Peterfburg fhould

make peace with the Porte, under the mediation

of Sweden, who would propofe to re-eftablifh

the independance of the Krimea, in conformity

with the' treaty of Kai'nardgi, and in cafe of.

a

refufal, fhould fix the boundaries, fuch as they

were in 1768. He farther required that Rufiia

fhould immediately difarm, and confent that

Sweden fhould remain armed until after the

conclufion of the treaty.

—

{( What language !

exclaimed Catharine. " If the king of Sweden

" were already at Mofco, I fhould even then

" fhew him what a woman like me is able

" to do, ftanding on the ruins of a mighty

" empire."

Inflead of making any reply to the propofals

of Guftavus, her majefty recalled general Mikel-

fon, who was fighting againft the Turks ; con-

ferred on him the command of her army in

Finland, and reinforced that army with 20,000

men. Befides, fhe reckoned on the defection of

the
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the officers of Guftavus; and they foon found

that fhe was not miftaken.

The fwedifh monarch was already within

a fhort diftance of Frederikfham. He had

caufed a part of his troops to be embarked

on board of gallies, giving orders to general

Siegeroth, who had the command of them, to go

and land on the other fide of the town, to begin

the attack as foon as ever the troops were

on more, and to fire a cannon as a fignal for

acting on both fides at once.

Siegeroth was retarded by contrary winds, and

had great difficulty in landing his troops. He
however fucceeded at length, and gave the fignal

agreed on. Immediately Guftavus refolved to

lead up his men. But fome of the principal

officers, at the head of whom was colonel

Hefteko, reprefented to him how very difficult

it was to attack the fortrefs on the fide where he

was ; that it was againft their duty to allow him

to expofe his perfon to inevitable danger, and

that he himfelf ought to fet fome value on

the lives of his faithful fubjedls.

This certainly was not fuch language as was

held by the conquerors of Narva : but Guf-

tavus III. had no refemblance with Charles XII.

Neverthelefs, exprefling his furprife at thefe

words of his officers, he replied that he would

be obeyed. Upon this, feveral of them united

v 4 in
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in declaring that they could not undertake an

offenfive war without the confent of xhe nation
j

that they were ready to fhed their blood in

defence of their country •, but that they would

never refolve to attack a neighbour who had

not provoked them.

Stung with this refiftance, the king addrefled

himfelf to the foldiers. The regiment com-

manded by colonel Hefteko immediately laid

down their arms, and their example was followed

by the greater part of the army. Guflavus now

charged lieutenant colonel Rofenftein to go and

tell general Siegeroth, to rcimbark his troops ;

and he himfelf retreated to Kymenagorod. The

next day he caufed the officers who had refufed

to march to be put on board a fhip, and fent

them to Stockholm ; where they were received

by the populace with every mark of difpleafurej

and were fhortly after put under arreft.

It is not to be doubted that the nobles, who

regretted the change in the antient form of

government, were willing to avail themfelves of

this opportunity for bringing it back to its

primitive ftate, and were acting in concert with

Rufiia *. But a number of other officers, whom

* Letters were intercepted of a correfpondence which was

carried on by fome of the principal officers with the court of

Ruffia.

they
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they had gained over, were not in the fecret$

and the ibldiers efpecially could not be acquainted •

with it.

The defection of the Swedes was more than a

victory to Catharine. Not fatisfied with this

advantage, that princefs, conformably with the

treaties fubfifting between her and Denmark,

called for the fuccours me had a right to demand

of that power againft the Swedes. Though

wifely inimical to war, the court of Copenhagen

was faithful to her engagements. She imme-

diately ordered a fleet to be equipped; and the

prince royal, accompanied by prince Charles of

HerTe *, went on board, in order to proceed to

Norway, and put themfelves at the head of the

troops.

The Norwegians, a fimple and generous

nation, maintaining amidft their rocks the purity

of antient manners, and that valour which ren-

dered them fo famous urider Margaret of Valde-

mar ; the Norwegians, whofe lofty ftature, flaxen

hair, and venerable beards, keep alive the re-

membrance of their fathers, thofe heroes who

fo often invaded England, and received the well-

earned honour of being celebrated in the (trains

* The prince of Heffo is father-in-law to the prince of

Denmark.

of
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of Offian ; the Norwegians heard not in vain the

IVgnal of war. At the voice of the prince of

Denmark, they darted through the paffage *

enfanguined by the death of Charles XII. entered

the weftern provinces of Sweden, forced, at

Quiftrum, a part of the regiment of Weftro-

gothia to capitulate, made themfelves matters of

Oudewalla, and of all the other places they came

to in their way; and went and laid ficge to

Gothemburg.

Gothemburg, after Stockholm, is the mod:

confiderable city of Sweden. The lofs of it

would have been almoft irreparable to Guftavus,

That prince was already returned to his capital,

when he learnt that Gothemburg was befieged :

whereupon he fent the regiment of Yemland and

his own guards to reinforce the garrifon, and

repaired himfelf to Dalecarlia. There he aflem-

bled the peafants, reminded them of what they

had atchieved for Guftavus Vafa, and conjured

them to march with him to the defence of their

country.

* Near Frederikfhall. It may here be obferved, that

there is no longer any doubt in Sweden that Charles XII.

was affaflinated. An officer of the name of Cronfted, who

died at a very advanced age, declared that he himfelf killed

Charles XII. at the inftigation of that monarch's brother.,

in-law.

Three
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Three thoufand Dalecarlians followed him at

once. They were imitated by the inhabitaats of

the neighbouring provinces ; and Guftavus foon

found himfelf at the head of a numerous army

:

but, dreading left Gothemburg mould furrender

ere thefe fuccours arrived, he departed with one

of his aides-de-camp and a fingle domeftic, put

on a difguife, that he might not be known to the

enemy, and penetrated as far as the walls of the

city. He at firft met with great difficulty in

entering the gates. The foldiers would not

believe that it was their king ; but at length the

gates were opened to him.

Notwithftanding his prefence, notwithflanding

the army that followed him, Gothemburg would

have been taken, had it not been faved by the

arrival of unexpected fuccours.

Mr. Gilbert Eliot, the englifh minifter at Den-

mark, was no fooner informed that Gothemburg

was in danger, than he quitted Copenhagen,

croffed Sweden in great expedition, and repaired

to the camp of the danifh prince. He fum>-

moned that prince to raife the fiege of Gothem-

burg, declaring to him, that unlefs he evacuated

the territory without delay, England would lay

an embargo on all the danifh fhips in her ports,

and would fend a fquadron to bombard the caftle

of Kronenburg.

The
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The prince of Denmark, (truck with thefe

, menaces, immediately thought of retiring, when

the pruflian minifter* came and feconded that

of Great Britain. A truce was prefently con-

cluded i and the army of the danifli prince

peaceably returned to Norway. It was certainly

to the fpirit and activity of the britifh minifter,

that Guftavus was indebted for the prefervation

of Gothembu.rg. The menaces held out by

that envoy had not been prefcribed him in his

difpatches : but they fucceeded ; and he was

highly applauded by his court.

In the mean time the ruffian forces that were

gone againft the Turks and the Tartars were

gaining frequent advantages. The fleet of the

Euxine fell in with that of the capudan-pafha,

of 1 6 fhips of the line, and obliged him to avoid

-an engagement by flight. Not long after, the

capudan-pafha, having been to reconnoitre the

gallies and armed boats under the prince of

Naffau, off Nicolaef, not far from Otchakoff,

immediately collected all the veflels of every

kind in the road of that fortrefs, to the number

of 57, and prepared in perfon to attack the

ruffian fquadron, ftationed at about two leagues

from the place where, the Dniefter falls into the

* Count von Rhode.

Euxine,
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Euxine. On the 1 8th of June he advanced*

with a favourable wind from the Liman, which

he had entered, againrt the Ruffians, who were

waiting to receive him. The Turks, ftill hav-

ing the wind in their favour, began the can-

nonade, but at too great a diftance to. effect any

harm. The Ruffians remained quiet till the

enemy was within reach, and then fired fo fuc-

cefsfully, that, notwithstanding the capudan-

pafna's great fuperiority, he was obliged, after

an engagement of five hours, to retire in great

diforder under the guns of his grand fleet, which

was below OtchakorF; and the prince of Naflati

returned to his former ftation. The Turks had

three gallies funk, and moft of their crews

drowned ; and many more were damaged and

difabled. The Ruffians loft not one veflel, and

had very few killed and wounded. Prince

Naffau difplayed great bravery in this action;

but the victory was chiefly owing to the talents

of captain . Fanfhaw, an englifh officer, with two

french officers, Varage and Verbois *, and above

all to the dutch captain Winter.

Here it was feen what courage national pride

can infpire, even in the bread of (laves. When
the capudan-pafha's fhip caught fire, a turkifh

* Verbois afterwards periihfid in a veflel that blew up in

the road be/ore QtchakofL

failoF
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failor ran acrofs the flames to fave the flag ; and

while he was unfaftening it, a ruffian failor, not

lefs intrepid, jumped into a canoe, climbed on

board the fliip ready to blow up, feized on the

flag, and brought the Turk with him prifoner.

The generals Taliefin and Tekely defeated,

in feveral rencontres, the Tartars of the Kuban.

Tamara had already made himfelf mafter of

Georgia, and kept the Lefghis in awe.

In the mean time van: armies were preparing

for the field. Nothing that tended to enfure

the mod decifive fuccefs could be withheld from

the grand favourite prince Potemkin, in whofe

department the war lay. It was even expected,

that, in the diftribution of kingdoms and em-

pires, a fovereign dominion, under whatever

title, would be allotted to his fhare *. Thofe

Ruffians who considered themfelves as patriots,

entertained in the mean time the moft fericus

apprehenfions of the confequences which might

enfue, under certain poflible and natural circum-

ftances, from fo vaft a power being lodged in

the hands of a fingle man, as he already pof-

fefied. With refpect to the war, nothing could

* There is little doubt that the idea at this time was to

have formed the territories of Moldavia and Valachia into a

monarchy, for the fake of placing prince Potemkin at its

head.

exhibit



EMPRESS CATHARINE II. 33C

exhibit a more forbidding or a more deplorable

afpect than the intended fcene of action. Famine,

peftilence, with all the defolation and calamity

of a long and moft cruel war, had laid wafte the

tartar countries, and ravaged both the turkifh

and ruffian borders j fo that all the provision for

the armies, the fingle article of green forage

excepted, was to be brought from an immenfe

diftance.

In defiance of thefe difficulties, a vafl ruffian

army, eftimated at 150,000 men, appeared
v=on

the banks of the river Bohg f, adjoining to the

confines of Poland, Turkey, and Tartary, and

on the way to the Euxine, under the orders of

prince Potemkin and general RomantzofF. Thefe

being affifted by prince Repnin, generals Su-

varoff and Kamenfkoi, frequently beat the

Turks, who avenged themfelves on the Auf-

trians. This great force was fupported by a

field-train of 137 pieces of artillery, befides an

enormous park of heavy battering cannon and

mortars, deftined for the fiege of OtchakofF;

and furnimed with that exuberance of powder,

ball, fhells, and all manner of military machines,

which are the ufual concomitants of a ruffian

army, particularly when engaged, as at prefent,

* About the 1 8th of June 1788.

upon



336 LrFE OF THE

upon favourite fervice. A large portion of this

army, under the command of general Romant-

zoff, was defigned to enforce refpect on the fide

of Poland and Lithuania, and to furnifh a ftrong

feparate command under general SoltikofF, to

fupport the auftrian commander prince Cobourg

on the fide of Moldavia ; with a view firft to the

fiege of Khotyim, and, after that capture, to the

conqueft of the whole province. This align-

ment of the active and principal fervice to prince

Potemkin was fo decifive a victory over his

great rival and competitor for honour and

favour, general RomantzofF, and fo grievous a

mortification to the latter, that it prefently after

occafioned his reiignation.

While thefe tranfactions were going forward,

prince Potemkin was employed in the fiege

of OtchakofF. Fortifications of uncommon

ftrength, an abundant fupply of ammunition,

a numerous garrifon, and the feverity of the

feafon, feemed neceffarily to render this place

impregnable. The befiegers fuffered fo greatly

from cold, that they had been obliged to dig

fubterraneous huts to fcreen themfelves from its

fatal effects: being likewife in want of provi-

fions, they died in great numbers every night.

But the froft, which caufed them fo much

trouble to refill, affifted them in taking the

town.
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town. Obferving that it was open to attack

on the fide of the Liman, where it was lcfs

fortified, and where the ice facilitated accefs to

it, prince Potemkin fuddenly fent orders ta

command the afiault ; and, while he remained in

his camp with his miftreffes, his lieutenants, ac

the head of a party of troops, rufhed into the

town, and fpread carnage and defolation on

every fide. It is not, however, to be thought,

that prince Potemkin was detained by fear:

for feveral days before he had paffed many-

times to and fro, with the utmoft coolnefs,

under the very cannon of the ramparts *,

becaufe he had learnt, that fome one or

other had dared to fufpec"t~ his courage.

He abfented himfelf from the afiault of Ot™

chakoff for no other reafon than that it

did not prefent him with an opportunity

for diftinguifhing himfelf in an extraordinary

manner*

Prince Anhalt-Bernburg followed a different

conduct. He was the firfl to enter the town, at

* It is related that, in one of thefe walks, a general

officer, who accompanied him, had his thigh carried away

by a cannon-ball, and fuffered fome ciies to efcape him,

" What do you cry for ?" faid Potemkin coldly. The officer

was filent from refpeft= He died the next day.

vol. in. z the
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the head of the grenadiers * and chafleurs. The

fight was long and bloody, both on the ramparts

and in the ftreets. The turkifh foldiers defended

themfelves with obftinate bravery j and almoft

all of them were (lain with their weapons in their

hands. The reft were put to the fword ; and

a great part of the inhabitants met the fame

fate.

TheRuffians now gave up the town toplunder.

They entered the houfes ; and, after putting the

mailers of them to death, carried off the

valuables, and abandoned themfelves to all the

horrors of debauchery and rapine. The fcenes

of riot and flaughter lafted three whole days, and

coil the lives of more than 25,000 Turks. In

making the affault, the Ruffians loft 1 2,000 men.

17 89. Thefe conquefts were nearly as fatal

to the viclors as to the vanquifhed : but Catha-

rine was not the lefs ardent in continuing the war.

She ordered a frefh levy of recruits throughout

her extenfive domains ; for the purpofe at once

of reinforcing her armies in the Krimea and on

the banks of the Danube, of ftationing others in

Poland, and of marching a formidable force

* Prince Potemkin had created a body of 40,000 grena-

diers and the fame number of chafleurs. He mull always

be in extremes,.

againft
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againft the Swedes. But men began to grow

fcarce in the ruffian empire : the wilds of Siberia

were therefore ranfacked for its exiles ; and a

part of them were brought to be incorporated

with the recruits.

During all this time Guftavus III. was em-

ployed in forming fchemes of revenge. He
could not forgive the emprefs for the diffentions

which her agents were perpetually fomenting in

Sweden, nor the danifh government for the

fupport it had given to Ruffia. A lieutenant-

colonel, named Benzelftierna, took up the refo-

lution of adminiftering to the animofity of his

mafter.

The ruffian fquadron had entered the road of

Copenhagen, where it was detained the whole

winter by the ice. Sprengporten, the fwedifh

ambaffador, was a frank and generous old man,

much refpefted by Guftavus, but in whom he

placed no great degree of confidence. Without

recalling this ambaffador, his majefty conferred

the title of charge des affaires on a perfon

named Abeldyl, and fent him to Copenhagen*

carneftly recommending it to him to have a

vigilant eye on the proceedings of the Ruffians

and the Danes*

Benzelftierna loft no time in joining Abeldyl;

and, under pretence of fetting on foot fome new

t % fpecu-*
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fpeculation in commerce, connected himfelf

with a captain Obrien, a native of Ireland. He
purchafed his (hip of him, paying 12,000 rix-

dollars in advance *
j and, leaving him in the

command of it, entered into a written engage-

ment farther to pay him a like fum, if the

enterprifc mould fucceed. He then freighted

the veffel with cafks well pitched within and

without, and filled with brandy ; and ordered

him to take advantage of the firft north-eaft

wind, by fetting fire to his fhip. By. this exe-

crable contrivance it was intended, not only

to burn the ruffian fleet, but that of the Danes

alfo.

Obrien had the indifcretion to fpeak of his

agreement to one of his friends named Teft.

This man, ftruck with horror at what he heard,

went in all hafte to report it. The danifli

miniftry immediately fent people to fearch the

veffel, and caufed Obrien to be taken into cui-

tody. Benzelftierna, fufpecling the failure of

his plot, had gone for iafety to Abeldyl, who>

fent him to the hotife of a minifter of his ac-

quaintance, whence he was enabled to make
his efcape in the livery of a domeftic.

The danifh failors, excited by the Ruffians,.

-Med in great numbers about the gate of

* About 3 cool, ilerling.

Abeldyl,
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Abeldyl, declaring their intention to murder

him, and fet fire to his houfe. But, having

forcfeen this tumult, Abeldyl had already gone

off to the coafts of Scania*. The rioters were

difperfed by a detachment of the military.

The

* The defign of fetting fire to the men of war in the

harbour. of Copenhagen was doubtlefs horrible. But per-

haps the Ruffians had no reproaches to make the Swedes on

that head. Thefe two nations, who have often contended

with fo much courage, have fometimes feen their courts

defcending to the vileft. ftratagems againft each other.

Stockholm will never forget the affaffination of major Saint-

Clair. In 1 738, Saint-Clair, who had been fent to Con-

ftantinople with powers for negotiating, was returning with

a Frenchman named Couturier. Being arrived at Khotyirn,

the pafna informed him, that he was laid wait for by two

emiffaries of Ruflia : the fame thing was likewife told him

by a Pole. Saint-Clair rejected the advice with indignation.

At an inn in Breflau he met the ruffian captain Kutler,

lieutenant Levitzki, and four foldierS difguifed as fervants,

who, after having recognized him, went and waited for him

near the village Zauche. There Kutler came to him,

greeted him politely, and afked whether he was not major

-Saint-Clair ? Being.anfwered in the affirmative, he arrefted

him in the name of the emprefs Anne, and conducted him

into a wood near Neuburg. Here he made him alight from

his carriage, led him about twenty paces from it, fired a

piftol at him, and, on his falling, caufed him to be dif-

patched by the four foldiers. During this time, Levitzki,

who was placed as a guard on Couturier, coldly faid to him :

*< Ne iimeas, peccatum effet contra fpiritum fanclum male-

z 3
" facete
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The atrocious attempt of Benzelftierna was

not calculated to work a reconciliation between

the two courts of Peterfburg and Stockholm ;

and the operations of the war were refumed

with vigour. The fleets of the two nations

met at the diftance of a few leagues from Born-

holm : but the wind permitted them not to come

to an engagement.

The Swedes having fitted out a fleet of gallies

and gun-boats, the emprefs oppofed to thern

one of fimilar conftrufHon, under the command

of the prince of Naflau, who had quitted the

Liman * and the Euxine for that purpofe ; hav-

ing like wife, as it was faid, had fome differences

with prince Potemkin |.

f* facere vlro probo ficut te. Ifte habuit quod merebat

;

f crat inimicus magiftri, Inimicus magiftri eft inimicus

f' Dei ; et puto menon peccafle interficiendo eum." The

affaffins then proceeded to divide the effe&s of the two

travellers between them, and carried Couturier into the

ruffian fortrefs of Sonneilein, whence, on being difcharged,

he was affured that, if he ever fpoke a word of the aflaflin-

ation of Saint-Clair, they had means for feizing him antf

punifhing him, wherever he mould happen to be..

* A broad lake, formed by the Dnieper and the Bogh,

before their junction with the Euxine ; and which is itfelf fo

confiderable a piece of water as to be diftinguifhed by the

name of the Liman' fea.

J-
They were reconciled afterwards.

The
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The ruffian gallics fell in, by furprife, with

the fvvedifh gallies near Rogenfalm j and prince

Naflau, always affiited by the counfels of Va-

rage *, captain Winter, and a milanefe officer,

the chevalier de Littaf, gained the ruffian flag

a fecond victory. Winter, to whom the fuccefs

of this day was principally owing, was ftruck by

a cannon-ball, and died of the wound.

During this engagement between the galley-

fleets, the Ruffians had attacked the fvvedifh

army, flill in the neighbourhood of Frederik-

fham. Their advantages by land were not lefs

confiderable than thofe by fea ; and they forced

the troops of Guilavus to evacuate ruffian Fin-

land.

The fwedifli monarch, having collecled frefh

forces, was preparing for a fecond invafion of

the ruffian territory : but Catharine had had

time to put them in a ftate of defence. The
two armies met ; and the Ruffians, commanded

by general NumfenJ, gained a complete vic-

tory.

* Some time after this engagement, Varage was killed in

a quarrel with the Kofaks.

•j- The chevalier de Litta, a Milanefe, commander of the

order of 'Malta, is vice-admiral of the galley-fleet.

J General Numfen is a Dane, and has been long em-

ployed in, the ruffian fervice.

a 4 i79a
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1790. Guftavus was not difcouraged by thk

feries ofill fuccefs ; but went in perfon on board

the galley-fleet, to go in queft of the prince of

NafTau j from whom, after a defperate battle,

he captured 30 veffels. Not long after he dif-

cmbarked, at the diftance of not more than 30

miles from Peterfburg, feveral battalions of

infantry and fome fquadrons of light troops.

The refidence was a fecond time (truck with

conflernation -, during which the emprefs was

at Tzarfko-felo, and never quitted that country-

palace.

The grand fleet of the Swedes, commanded

by the duke of Sudermania, purfued the ruffian

fquadron into the very port of Reval. This

imprudence coft them two of their fhips. But

-this miftake was followed by one of greater

magnitude, as attended with more danger.

They conducted into the gulph of Viborg both

their fquadron of men of war and the galley-

fleet, commanded by Guftavus III. By this

ill-judged ftep the entire deftruction of the

fwedilh navy feemed inevitable: but it was faved

by two ruffian admirals, Tfchitfchagofr and the

prince of NafTau.

Admiral TfchitfchagofF, who had under his

command a fleet far more numerous than that of

the Swedes, neglected to provide with batteries

the
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the only two paflages by which it was poffible for

the Swedes to efcape. Thefe latter, who were

in abfolute want of provifions, and could not

have long remained in the gulf, attempted to

make their way out by fetting fire to the ruffian

fquadron that blocked up the paffage. The

wind coming favourably round to the eaft, they

got ready and fent a fire-fhip to lead the van, in,

order to force the ruffians to difperfe *. But the

fire-fhip ftruck upon a fand-bank and did no

harm to the Ruffians, while they fet fire to

feveral of the fwedifh fhips which the wind

forcibly drove towards them. Nine fhips of the

line, three frigates, and upwards of 20 gallies

fell into the power of the Ruffians.

This action was particularly fatal to the britifh

officers. Captain Denifon, a gallant and fkilful

officer, had his head fhot off by a cannon-ball

;

captain Marfhal, in attempting to board one of

the enemy's fhips, fell into the fea and was

drowned y captain Miller, equally bold and enter-

prifingwas feverely wounded in his leg -, captain

Aikin, likewife a fpirited and brave commander,

had his thigh-bone mattered fo as to render

amputation necefTary, and about four years after-

wards died of an epidemic fever at Cronftadt.

* The inventor of this ilratagem was fir Sidney Smith,

^hen attendant on the king of Sweden.

Several
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Several others were Severely wounded ; and

captain James Trevcntn, after having gallantly

diftinguifhed himfelf in the action, was mor-

tally wounded by the laft fhoc rired by the

enemy, and died on the fifth day after *.

The

* This gentleman was a native of Cornwall, and of a very

refpe£lable family in that county. After receiving his edu-

cation at the royal academy at Portfmouth, in the year 1776

he embarked as a midfhipman with captain Cook, on his laft

voyage to the fouth feas. In taking agronomical observa-

tions, and Surveying the various coal'ls, he proved an able

affiftant to that great navigator, who juflly confidered him

as a young man of ample promife to do honour to the

Service and to his country. On his return from that

expedition in 1780, he was promoted by the earl of Sand-

wich to the rank oS lieutenant ; in which capacity he Sailed,

till the conclufion of the war, with captain King, who had

the highefl efteem and friendship for him. Being impatient

of an inactive life, in the year 1787 he Solicited employment

of lord Howe, then at the head of the admiralty ; but, urtr

fortunately for the naval Service oS his country, his applica-

tion proved ineffectual. This reSuSal induced him to draw

up a plan oS diScovery, and a propofal Sor opening an inter-

course by Sea between Kamtchatka and Japan, and the

northern parts oS China ; which was laid beSore the empreSs

Catharine, and So well approve'd of by her, that fhe imme-

diately Sent an officer expreft to invite him over to carry it

into execution. He arrived at Peterfburg the latter end of

1787 ; but the war with the Turks breaking out, put a Hop

to the intended expedition, and he was prevailed upon to

accept the command of a Ship of the line. In the variou^

engagements
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The remainder of the fwedifh gallies retreated

behind the rocks of Schwenko-fund, which form

feveral petty ifles on a level with the water's

edge, The prince of Naffau, whofe fleet was

twice as ftrong as that of Guftavus, advanced

to give him battle. His unfkilfulnefs offered

an immenfe advantage to the Swedes; he was

completely beaten, and loft the half of his fleet,

with more than 10,000 men. However, his

arrogance and vanity did not forfake him.

Imagining that the people under his command

had fuffered themfelves to be beaten purpofely

to tarnifh his glory, he wrote to the emprefs :-—

H Madam, I have had the misfortune to fight

" againft the elements, the Swedes, and the

* r Ruffians. I hope that your majefty will do
f mejuftice."

The emprefs returned him for anfwer :
cc You

U are in the right, becaufe I am refolved that

*4 you mall be fo. This is highly arillocratic

;

engagements that afterwards took place in the Baltic with

the Swedes, he bore a very aftive part, and was honoured

with repeated marks of the emprefs's favour ; and doubtlefv

had he lived, would foon have arrived at the foremoft rank

in her fervice. He was a man of ftrong natural abilities,

greatly improved by cultivation ; and poifeffed a high fenfe

pf honour, and a liberal enlightened mind.

" but
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" but it is therefore fuitable to the country to

iC which we live. Depend always on your

*' affectionate Catharine."

Thus were the Ruffians at length defeated,

partly, it may be faid, on their own element,

and entirely in their own favourite manner of

fighting, in which they were deemed irrefiftible

;

fo that as the Swedes formerly taught them

to conquer by land, they now in return taught

the Swedes to beat themfclves in this new

fevere mode of deciding the fortune of war.

The prince of Naffau likewife, who had plumed

iumfelf highly on being the king of Sweden's

direct adverfary, and who fhewed fome evident

marks of orientation on his fuccefTes againft him,

was now compelled to lower his crefr, and to

refign his laurels to a fuperior foe. The fcanty

provifion made for him afterwards by the

emprefs*, whofe ufual magnificence, expence,

and liberality being confidered, fufficiently (hews

that this misfortune ferved much to wear away

the memory of his tormer exploits. Indeed

* The emprefs had conferred on prince NaiTau the rank

.of admiral of the galley-fleet of the Baltic, an eitate in land

\vith 4000 peafants upon it, a palace in town and a penfion

of 12,000 rubles. All this however did not prevent him

quitting the fervice of Ruflia for that of Fruffia.

few
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few things could have gone nearer to the heart

of the emprefs than this defeat.

The battle of Schwenko-fund accelerated a

peace. Guftavus III. by this time faw the im-

prudence of his conduct,, and no longer indulged

the expectation that the war which he had de-

clared againft the Ruffians could be attended

with any great fuccefs, and make a ufcful diver-

sion in behalf of the Turks. He was rather ap-

prehenfive left the Ruffians might take advantage

of the deftruction of his navy,, of the difbrdered

ftate of his finances, and of the difcontent of the

fwedifh nobles, to invade his dominions : accord-

ingly he made no hefitation to accept the terms

that were offered him on the part of the emprefs.

Galvez, the minuter of Spain at the court of
Ruffia, offered his mediation to Catharine, and

zealoufly employed his good offices in obtaining

favourable conditions, by promifing that Guftavus*

would directly march againft the French. This
was all that the emprefs defired ; and, feigning

to pardon her enemy, in hope of feeing him
entangle himfelf in a diftant adventure, me
blinded him the more to her views by affecting

an uncommon generality. She required nothing,

more than the re-eftabliffiment of the treaties of

Neuftadt and Abo, and the total oblivion of

the
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the late hoftilities. The treaty was accordingly

figned at Varela without delay *.

During the war of Finland, Catharine had

at once an opportunity for difplaying her cle-*

mency and her feverity. Some fwedifh. officers

employed as teachers in the cadet-corps at

Petersburg; prefumed to carry on a correfpond-

ence with their countrymen, in which they fpoke

of the emprefs with great boldnefs, though pro-

bably with much truth. Their letters were in-

tercepted and carried to her majefty, who read

them through. The Swedes were immediately

arrefled, and examined by Stepan Ivanovitch

Schifchkoffsky f , head of the fecret commiflion,

and by a worthy military officer whom the

emprefs joined with him in order to moderate

his favage difpofition. The crime was proved,

and the guilty had certainly merited the puniih-

ment of death. Yet the emprefs was fatisfied

with fending them into her interior provinces,

continuing to them the whole of their appoint-*

* The 14th of Auguft.—General Igelftroem figned for

Ruffia, and general Armfeldt for Sweden.

f If it were the fafhion to believe in the metempfychofis,

it might be imao-ined that the foul of the cauftic and

barbarous St. Dominic had pafled into the body of Stepan

Ivanovitch Schifchkoffsky.

ments,
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meats, and at the peace me fent them into their-

own country.

At the fame time Radifcheff, a director of

the cuftoms at Peterfburg, publifhed the nar-

rative of a journey from Peterfburg to Mofco,

in which he feigned to have had a dream,

wherein Truth appeared to him., and bade him

deliver fuch reprefentations, in which the un-

bounded authority of Poremkin w&§ energetically

depicted, and where he had even dared to attack

the emprefs. This was the firft printed libel

that ever appeared at Peterfburg ; and, what is

extremely remarkable, considering the Uriel:

obfervation that is kept over the prefs, it was

fold on the Exchange by hawkers for two days

together at the price of 20 kopeeks, with the

imprimatur of the public licencer upon it, before

it attracted the notice of government. Inquiries

being made about it, the officer of the police

whofe bufinefs it is to licenfe publications laid,

that he looked at the manufcript, faw that it was

the account of a journey to Mofco, ftampt ic

with his imprimatur, and thought no more of it.

Though Radifcheff had printed the pamphlet in

his own lodgings, with the types of the cuftom-

houfe prefs*, yet he was prefently difcovered,

• All the public inftitutions almoft have printing-rooms

belonging to them,

and.
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and, on being interrogated concerning it, he

fimply replied, that he conceived there was no

harm in publifbing a dream, and that if people

faw their own refemblances in it, he was no more

in fault than a man who fhould hold up a mirror

for all the world to look in that pleafcd. At this

the emprefs was fo incenfed that he was fent to

Siberia. It was certainly a mocking piece of

infolence, but fuch an one as Frederic II. would

have only laughed at.

Count Alexander VorontzofF and princefs

Dafhkoffhis filler, the known patrons of Radif-

cheff, were fufpedted of having inftigated him to

this publication. The former was even expofed

to the examination of the fecret commimon, and

from that time both the one and the other loft

much of their confequence at court.

Thus Catharine behaved to the Swedes with

an apparent generofity, becaufe fhe wanted to '

gain partifans in Sweden ; while fhe could fome-

times put on a terrible afpect to the nation

already in fubmiffion to her power.

But the war of the Ruffians with Sweden has

detained us from that which me was carrying on

againft the ottoman Porte. We mail now return

to it. The grand fignior Abdul Achmed IV.

was dead *, and the fon of fultan Muftapha, his

* In the fpring of 1 789.

2 brother
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brother and predecefTcr, hadafcended the throne

under the name of Selim III.*

It was now fuppofed, and with great proba-

bility juftly, that if the emprefs failed in the pro-

fecution of her grand fcheme, of driving the

Turks entirely out of Europe, and placing her

grandfon Conftantine upon the throne of the

antient greek emperors, her next favourite

object, and not much lefs dear to her, was to

erect the noble provinces of Moldavia., Valachia,

and Beflarabia into an independent fovereignty*

for her great favourite, prince Potemkin j whofe

perfonal influence and vaft power, already nearly

fupreme, had long fprcad jealoufy and alarm, if

not through the empire, at leaft through the

court, and among the principal nobility. The
great and conftant oppofition which fhe met

with from the allies, was undoubtedly the caufe

which induced the emprefs at length to abandon

this defignj and in the place of an independent

fovereignty in thefe provinces to footh Po-
temkin's ambition for the prefent by appointing

him hetman of the kofaks, an office of the

greateft truft and power in the empire, which

Jikewife carried in fome fort the femblance of

fovereignty , and which had only been filled

* Selim III, was at that time 28 years of age.

vol. in. a a by



354 LIFE 0F THE

by count Razumoffsky fince the days of the

celebrated Mazeppa. But, in what regarded

OcchakofF, the Krimea, the Euxine, and all

other points of her claim, fhe perfevered in.

maintaining the fame inflexible obftinacy. This

was fo much refented by the allied powers, and

the differences upon the fubject rofe to fuch

a pitch, that RuiTia was on the point of being

involved in a war with Great Britain and Pruflia;

which was indeed only prevented by the power-

ful oppofition and clamour which was raifed

in England againft the intentions of govern-

ment.

If that event had taken place at a certain

period, Sweden, which was already a fore thorn

in the fide of Ruffia, would have become not

only an equal, but a fuperior enemy. Placed by

his fituation on the only vulnerable fide Of that

country, and fupported by englifli fleets and

pruflian armies, the heroic king would have

been enabled to carry fire and fword into the

very heart of the empire ; and poflibly to pro-

duce one of thofe extraordinary revolutions, for

which that government has ever been fo re-

markable : an event for which many thought the

people were at that time fully ripe. It is then

eafily feen of what vaft importance it was to the

court of Petersburg to draw off Sweden from an

alliance,
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alliance, which was capable of producing fuch

dangerous confequences : at the fame time,

though comparatively a frnall confideration, yet

a very favourite one, that it would enable that

court to perfevere in its native haughtinefs with

refpect to the other allies.

The taking of Otchakoff and the fucceffes

which had preceded that capture were magnifi-

cently rewarded. Catharine fent to prince Po-

temkin a prefent of 100,000 rubles, with a

marfhal's truncheon, fet with diamonds and

entwined by a branch of laurel, the leaves of

which were gold. Shortly after this me con-

ferred on him the title of hetman of the kofaks,

juft become vacant by the death of the aged

Cyril Razumoffsky. Her majefly gave prince

Repnin a fword, the hilt whereof was clofely fet

with brilliants, and to general Suvaroff a plume

of diamonds*. The other generals and officers

obtained alfo fome mark of favour, and all

the foldiers who had entered Otchakoff received

a filver medal, with the recommendation to wear

it at the button-hole.

* This prefent made to marfhal Suvaroff mull have

appeared the more ftrange, as, in order to gain the affection

of the foldiers, he affected great fimplicity and coarfenefs of

manners. He was feen fometimes to take off his flint

among the kofaks, bidding them to hold it to the fire, faying

that it was the belt way of killing the vermin.

a a 2 Rewards
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Rewards doubtlefs adapted to rouze a great

fpirit of emulation in the ruffian armies ! All

their fteps were marked by triumphs. Prince

Potemkin took the ifle of Berefan *. Prince

Repnin drove the Turks from the borders of the

Solfka. Suvaroff beat them completely at

Fokfhamf : then, hearing that the auftrian army

commanded by the prince of Saxe-Coburg was

preffed hard by that of the grand vizir, he put

himfelf at the head of 8000 Ruffians, and ran to

affift the Auftrians. The latter, to the number

of 30,000, were already flying before the Turks,

who had attacked them with an army of 100,000

men. The intrepid Suvaroff came up and

changed the whole fortune of arms.

—

cc My
" friends !" cried he to hio foldiers, " never

ef look at the eyes of your enemies. Fix your

<f view at their breads : it is there that you

ffC muft thruft your' bayonets."—And, at that

inftant falling on the Turks, they were routed

with a horrible carnage, and he remained matter

of the field of battle. This viftory, gained

near the river Rimniks, procured Suvaroff the

furname of Rimnikfky and the double title of

count of the holy roman empire and of the

ruffian empire.

* In 1789. f Tlie 2lft of July J 7 8 9-

Some
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Some time after this, the fame general took

pofTefTion of Tutukay * in Bulgaria. The fero-

cious Kamenfkoi" f reduced to. afhes the magnifi-

cent town of Galatflia, fituate on the Danube,

and the foremoft of all Moldavia after Yaffi, to

which it was fuperior in point of commerce.

Ac-kerman, Khedfebey, Belgorod, Palenka,

fubmitted to the arms of Potemkin. Bender

furrendered at difcretion.

Ifmai'l ftill held out. Prince Potemkin had

been befieging this place for feven months, and

now began to grow impatient that he had not

yet reduced it. Living in his camp like one of

thofe ancient fatraps, whom he alone in our days

has equalled, perhaps furpaffed, in luxury, he

was furrounded by a crowd of courtiers and

women, who employed every effort to amufe

* Suvaroff is as lingular for the brevity of his ftyle as for

the rapidity of his conquefts. On this occanon he wrote

no more to the emprefs than four lines of rufs poetry,

which fignify, " Glory to God ! Praifes to Catharine !

" Tutukay is taken ! Stfvar'ofF is in it !"

f General Kamenfko'i was fo cruel, that Potemkin

would not leave him in the command of the army. He
configned every place he took to plunder, and then burnt it

;

but his rage was particularly direfted againft priefts, whom
he caufed to be harneffed to the baggage-waggons of the

army, inilead of horfes. The jews were alfo the object of his

fury. He martyrized them by dripping them naked in the

depth of the winter, and pouring cold water on their heads.

a a 3 him.
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him. One of thcTe women*, pretending to read

the decrees of fate in the arrangement of a pack

of cards, predicted that he would take the town

at the end of three weeks. Prince Potemkin

anfwered, fmiling, that he had a method of

divination far more infallible. At that inftant

he fent his orders to SuvarofF to take Ifmai'l

within three days. SuvarofF made himfelf

ready. The third day he drew up his foldiers,

and faid to them :-«-" My brothers, no quarter !

" Provifions are dear !" and immediately began

the affault. The Ruffians were twice repulfed

with great lofs. But at laft they fcaled the

ramparts, forced their way into the town, and

put all that oppofed them to the fword. Fifteen

thoufand Ruffians purchafed with their lives the

bloody laurels of SuvarofF. That general then

wrote to the emprefs thefe words alone :

—

(i The haughty Ifmaills at your feet."

The famous HafFan, who, from the pod of

capudan-pafha, had been raifed to that of grand

vizir, was unable to bear up againft fo many

difafters, and died of vexation in his camp. His

fuccelFor was decapitated at Shumla; and pafha

Youffouf fucceeded him ; but this change was

not attended by a return of good fortune to the

Turks.

* Madame dc Witt.

Several



EMPRESS CATHARINE II. 359

Several french officers were at the taking of

Ifma'il; among whom Roger Damas, Langeron,

and the younger Fronfac, diftinguilhed them-

felves in the attack of that place, and were not

the more noticed for it by prince Potemkin.

Some days afterwards, this latter, difcourfing of

the french revolution, and treating it as a crime

for a people to ufe any efforts for regaining their

liberty, faid to Langeron: ff Colonel*, your

" countrymen are a pack of madmen. I would

" require only my grooms to Hand by me ; and

sc we mould foon bring them to their fenfes."

Langeron, who, though an emigrant, could not

patiently hear his nation thus fpoke of, aa-

fwered boidly :
(c Prince, I do not think you

cc would be able to do it with all your army."

At thefe words the prince rofe up in great fury,

and threatened Langeron to fend him to Siberia f.

Langeron inftantly went a vay ; and, eroding the

Seret, which divides Moldavia from Vaiachia,

he entered, himfeif in the auftrian camp.

* Langeron had been formerly colonel in the regiment of

Armagnac.

-j- Potemkin wae on fome occafions extremely irafcible,

and would fometimes be fo tranfported with paffion as to

beat even general-officers : he one day gave a box on the ear

to a foreigner, who was a major in the ruffian fervice, For

having praifed, in fome verfes he had compofed, the miftrefs

of his fecretary PopofF in the fame fknza with that of the

prince.

a a 4 Catharine,
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Catharine, elated on hearing of thefe fucceflive

victories, when fir Charles Whitworth appeared

the next time at court, faid to him, with an

ironic 1 Imile, " Sir, fince the king your mailer

" is determine 1 to drive me out of Peterfburg,

" I hope he will permit me to retire to Con-
" ftantinople."

Prince Potemkin, having made the neceffary

difpofitions for permitting him with fafety to

]eave the army, haftened his return to Peterfburg,

to enjoy his triumph in the approbation of his

fovereign. The emprefs received him with

tranfports of joy. Feftivities and prefents now

refumed their alternate courfe. She gave him

another palace contiguous to her own, which

bad formerly belonged to baron Wolff, and

which had now been fitted up for his reception

at the expence of 600,000 rubles, and a coat

laced with diamonds, which coft 200,000. He
himfelf difplayed a pomp which would have

appeared execfiive in the moil fplendid court of

Europe. The expence of his table alone, on

ordinary days, was regularly about 800 rubles :

it was furnifhed with the moil exquifite dainties

and tht rare ft fruits. In the depth of winter he

has befpoke long beforehand all the cherries of a

tree in a green-houfe, at a ruble the cherry. He
pofTefTed tm immenfe quantity of jewels, fome

of which he had fcarcely feen, and never cared

aboutj
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about, fince the moment they were firft brought

him. He one day took a diflike to his dia-

monds, and they were all fold : fome time

afterwards the defire returned of having them i

and he ordered them to be bought on all hands

and at any price.

Without being fo powerful as Biren or

MentchikofF, who wanted nothing but the title

of emperor, prince Potemkin faw all Ruffia at

his feet, efpecially the military, of whom he was

the abfolute lord ; and his levee was frequently

more thronged than that of the emprefs.

Prince Potemkin, in large companies, had a

downcaft fallen look : feated among twenty

ladies, like a fultan in his feraglio ; fpeaking to

not one of them, except in monofyllables and

at long intervals : he wanted nothing but the

turkifh pipe for being abfolutely the figure we

fee in pictures of the grand fignior. Though,

in Ruffia there are a great number of princes,

and the major part of them fuperior by birth to

prince Potemkin, yet he was always called tbt

prince by way of excellence.

The prince, as has been already obferved,

had a very ftriking defed in one of his eyes

:

a report was one day fent to him by the hands of

a one-eyed colonel ; which might very naturally

have happened without defigns he, however,

took
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took it for a piece of ill-judged wit, and teftified

his difpleafure in a very emphatical, and, it may

be added, a very puerile manner.

He behaved with great haughtinefs towards

thofe who made their court to him. It is true,

he knew his people, and conducted himfelf

accordingly. He has fometimes in public taken

a ruffian general by the collar j but he was

extremely polite to all foreigners, even to thofe

who ferved in his army as fubalterns. He had

major-generals to wait on his perfon, who per-

formed exactly the office of valets-de-chambre :

this, indeed, was no obftacle to their promotion

:

and it depended on them to judge whether or

not they had reaion to congratulate themfelves

on having obtained it at that price. A lady

well known at Peteriburg, whofe hufband had a

place at court, faid publicly, in 1791, that fhe

fhould fet out with the prince, who had given

her an eftate of 2000 rubles a year, to go

and pafs the fummer with him at YafTy.

He was eager to procure the moft coftly

things of every kind. He had ten or a dozen

violins of exorbitant price j one among others

of 6000 rubles value ; he never played on a

violin in his life ; and they were all either fpoiled

by the duft, or gnawed by the rats ; for after the

moment he bought them, he never faw them

5 more.
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more. Somebody fpeaking before him of a

library, prince Fotemkin faid he had one of

greater value than the mod learned man in Eu-

rope could fhcw -, and, opening a book-cafe,

there appeared feveral {helves of books, which,

on being taken down, were feen to be nothing

more than boxes gilt and lettered at the backs,

and filled with bank-affignats and rouleaux of

imperials and ducats to an amazing amount.

It has already been obferved, that the prince

was harm towards the officers : but he was con-

defcending towards the foldiers, among whom
he had entirely deftroyed all difcipline : accord-

ingly, he was beloved by'them, and detefted by

the former. It is pretended, that this conduct

had been concerted between the emprefs and

him, in order to put difcord between the officer

and the foldier, efpecially in the regiments of

guards; both of them being aware, that revo-

lutions are effected in Ruflia by the foldiery,

and confequently that fuch a fpirit mould be

kept up ; that the officers might be facrificed at

the firft lignal.

The mod extraordinary projects of future

aggrandifement have been afcribed to him : as

that of taking advantage of the influence he had

over the troops for excluding from the throne

the grand duke and his fons, on the death of the

emprefs,
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cmprefs, and of caufing the eldeft of the grand

duchefles to be crowned : it is added, that his

deiign was to marry her, or at any rate to have

reigned in her name. The fondnefs he always

ihewed to hold up and heighten whatever the

young princefs faid, to give it a confcquence

with the emprefs, might have given birth to

this (to fay the leaftofit) curious idea. Others

pretend, that his intention was to become hof-

podar of Moldavia ; and we mould be much

difpofed to adopt this opinion, without, however,

rejecting the others. Nobody doubted that he

had formed fome plans of this nature. Potem-

kin had gained the good-will of the nobility of

the country ; he careffed them all, even down to

the odnodvortfi ; and every thing led to believe

that thefe nobles, flattered by the ofEcioufnefs

and obliging manners of a man who, in general,

was not laviih of his civilities, would have given

him their voice. And it can as little be doubted

that the emprefs would have fupported his pre-

tenfions, becaufe, on his death, ihe would have

gained Moldavia, as me had already obtained

the Krimea.

During this fray of four or five months, in

1791, at Peterfburg, he expended upwards of

j,200,000 rubles. But the entertainment he

now gave at his Tavritfcheikoi" palace (fince his

death
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death called the Pantheon) exceeded any thing of

the fort that we read of in the tales of our youth.

Crowned with laurels, and wearied with conquefts,

he haflened to the refidence of his fovereign, to

.enjoy his triumph in the fun-fhine of majefty,

and for a moment to forget, in the circle of

pleafures that awaited him, his bloody conflicts

and the thoufands of flain. A dark prefentiment

feemed hovering in his mind, that this would be

the laft moment he had to pafs in that magnifi-

cent theatre of his greatnefs ; and his aim now

was to enjoy that moment. He laid the plan of

an entertainment which mould give him the

opportunity to prefent a tribute of gratitude at

the feet of the exalted authorefs of his fortune in

his own houfe, in the prefence of the whole

affembled court. This, like all his other plans,

was extraordinary and great. A whole month

was confumed in preparations : artifts of all

kinds were employed; whole fhops and ware-

houfes were emptied to fupply the neceffaries of

the occafion; feveral hundred perfons were daily

affembled in making previous rehearfals for the

final execution -, and each of thefe days was of

itfclf a grand fpeclacle. At length the moment

arrived, which had kept the whole public of the

refidence on the utmoft ftretch of expectation by

the great preparations that were making for if*

Notice
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Notice had been given, that the emprefs and

the imperial family would honour this day by

their prefence : the court, the foreign ministers,

the nobility, and a great part of the people of

condition in the city were invited. The company

began to affcmble in mafquerade dreffes at fix in

the evening. When the emprefs got into her

carriage, on a fignal being given, the treat for

the populace was opened in the public place

before the palace. High piles of clothes of all

the various articles, lofcy pyramids of eatables,

and a competent fupply of liquors, were here

furrendered to the general fcramble.

On her majefty's entering the veftibule * of

the Tauridan palace, the loud mufic fuddenly

(truck up from the lofty gallery, refounding

through the grand faloon and the fpacious halls.

The orchefcra confided of 600 performers j and

inftruments and voices produced their alternate

effe6ls.—In a few minutes afterwards, the em-

prefs advanced to the grand faloon, attended by

the brilliant concourfe, and took her feat upon a

gentle elevation, decorated with tranfparent

reprefentations ; the company divided among

the colonnades and into the boxes 3 and now

* The defcription of this palace, without which the

account of the entertainment would be incomplete, is before

given in this volume, p. 2 2
J.

began
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began the fecond fcene of this uncommon

entertainment. Fcur-and-twenty couple of the

mod beautiful youths of both fexes, of noble

families, among whom were alfo the grand

dukes Alexander and Conftantine, opened the

dances with a quadrille. All were drefTed in .

white, and only diftinguifhable by the colours of

their girdles and fcarfs. The value of their

dreffes was eftimated at ten millions of rubles.

The mufic to which they danced was accom-

panied with finging ; and the famous Le Picque

concluded the fcene with a folo.

The company now proceeded to another hall,

hung with tapeftry of the richefr and mod coftly

kind. Here flood an artificial elephant, deco-

rated with emeralds and rubies. The Perfian

who conducted him ftruck upon a bell -

3 and

this was the fignal for another change.

A curtain flew up as if by magic, and opened

to view a magnificently decorated theatre, where

two ballets and a dramatical piece afforded

entertainment to the fpectators with their extra-

ordinary excellence. The moft complete and

charming mufic, interrupted by choirs of fingers,

numerous fets of fine dancers, a prodigious

difplay of pomp, and the fight of an exceeding

great diverfity of national dreffes in their mofb

pleating coftume, now delighted every fenfe at

once.
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once. When the play was over, the company

divided into the fcveral rooms of the palace.

Whichever way the fpectator turned his eye, the

magnificent illumination (truck him with amaze-

ment. The walls and the columns all feemed to

glow with various- coloured fire : large mirrors,

here and there judicioufly fixed to the fides of

the apartments, or made to form pyramids and

grottos, multiplied the efFect of this fingular

exhibition, and even made the whole inclofure

from top to bottom, fcem to be compofed of

fparkling ftones.

A table, fuitable to the magnificence of the

feftivity, now waited for the company. Six

hundred perfons fat down to it; and the refc

were entertained at fideboards. No other table

furniture was feen upon the cloth, but gold and

filver. Inftead of the ufual candlefticks, the

table was lighted by various-coloured vafes, in

which lamps were inferted. An aftonifhing

number of fervants and domeftic officers, in

fuperb drefies, were employed in waiting on

the guefts j and in every place any thing was

to be had at the very firft nod. Nothing that the

moll ftudied epicurifm was able to procure could

be afked for in vain.

The emprefs on this day, certainly the firft

time for many years, made an exception to her

general
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general rule, by flaying till midnight, in order

not to difturb the pleafure of the hofr and his

company. On her entering the veftibule again,

the choir of voices melodioufly chanted a hymn

to Catharine's praife. Her majefty> furprifed

and affe&ed, was turning round to the prince,

when, overpowered with his emotions, he fell

on his knee, and, feizing her hand, bedewed it

with tears. Some gloomy forebodings fcemed

to (hake his whole frame j and his countenance

was exprefiive of the fentiment, that this was

the laft time he ihould ever, on that fpot,

Hammer out his gratitude to his magnanimous

patronefs.

Latterly, his fpirits being wearied with the

eternal round of diffipation and pleafure in

which he had fo long been engaged, and having

nothing to hope for, or in any way to give

agitation to his mind, the prince often expe-

rienced a languor and depreffion that made time

a burthen to him. Being now in Petersburg,

towards the beginning of the long winter-even-

ings, he would fit alone, order the table to be

fpread with a black velvet kept for the purpofe ;

then, having his diamonds brought, he would

continue for hours amufing himfelf, like a child,

in placing them one after another, in the forms

of circles, crofies, and fanciful figures, con-
'

vol. in. bb fidering
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fidering each before he placed it, and then

admiring the foliation of it or removing it to

another. Ononeofthefe evenings the thought

occurred to him to weigh his diamonds : they

were found to amount to feveral pounds : the

mod remarkable were what compofed an epau-

lette of brilliants to the value of eight hundred

and fifty thoufand rubles; another of coloured

ftones of three hundred thoufand j perfect rubies,

weighing from 35 to 36 carats, of ineftimable

value -, the picture of the emprefs pendant to

yellow and black diamonds, in imitation of the

ribbon of the order of St. George, &c. He
frequently amufed himfelf by pouring his dia-

monds put of one hand into the other, as chil-

dren play with little fhells or dried pea§. He
would fometimes pafs a couple of hours in

biting his nails as he walked up and down his

apartment, though there were a fcore of performs

prefent. Pie has been juftly accufed of employ-

ing himfelf in frivolous matters ; and the truth

has even been exaggerated •, but it is certain that

he had grand and extenfive views, and that his

death was a real lofs to the emprefs.

Prince Potemkin was in the fecret of all the

plans adopted by the emprefs, who regretted

him the more, as. he held the grand duke in awe.

She loft him at a time when fiie repofed no con-

fidence
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fidence in any one, and was too far advanced in

life to think of training up another man to

bufinefs, which demands the practice of a num-

ber of years. Potemkin directed all matters

relative to the army; it is not to be inferred

from thence, that all went on well, but all went

on, and her majefty required nothing more,

There was often a want of provifions, of forage,

of every thing in his camp*. The hofpitals

might be conlidered as non-exiilent ; but all

this parTed at the diftance of 1500 or 2000 vents

from the re fidence. The emprefs could not

hear the complaints of all her fubjects, and

found it far eafier to rely entirely on him, than

to fupprefs abufes, perhaps difficult of reform,

from the number of people that profited by

them.

The prince had a thorough knowledge of his

country and his countrymen : he would there-

fore, as was faid before, put on a very dif-

ferent behaviour towards a young englifli or

* His houfe at Petersburg exhibited the fame diforder,

and feemed to be under the fame fort of management. It

was no uncommon thing to pafs through a fuite of apart-

ments without finding a fingle fervant to take one's name :

fometimes not a bit of bread or a drop of water was to be

had in the houfe; but there was always plenty of petit-

pates and excellent champagne.

b b 1 french
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french officer, from what he would ufe to a

ruffian general ; the former being feated befide

him, while the other was kept (landing, and did

not venture over the fill of the door : knowing

that the Ruffians, though ever fo difcontented

at this or fimilar treatment, never exprefs their

difcontent againft a fuperior. It was from his

own genius alone that he had feized the character

of other nations j and it certainly fhews a nicenefs

of tact exceedingly rare, as he had never been

out of Ruffia. But the greater!: encomium that

can be parTed on the talents of prince Potemkin, is

by faying, that, having ceafed to be favourite, in-

Head of falling, if not into difgrace, at leaft

into neglect and oblivion,- he was able to main-

tain himfelf for fo many years, and even to

his death, in the pofTeffion of a power entirely

abfolute ; a power which was never balanced by

that of any of the favourites his fucceflfors : he

kept it complete and entire in a country fo

fubject to fudden revolutions, and (what is

worthy of particular remark) with a fovereign

who cannot be accufed of any defect of under-

ftanding and judgment, and of not reigning by

herfelf. This, in the opinion of many, would

alone be fufficient to evince, that prince Po-

temkin was a man of no ordinary ftamp ; and

even that he was very far from it. He rs juftly

commendable
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commendable for having always patronifed his

friends, and for never having ruined any one,

though affuredly he had both the means and the

opportunity in his power.

Some time in the year 1787, he took it into

his head to have Plutarch read to him, to which

he liftened with great attention. When they

were come to the life of Agefilaus, and the

account of his conquefts, he interrupted his

reader; and, after remaining thoughtful for fome

moments, he alked him :
tf Think you, that I

* c could go, at fome future period, to Con-
cc ftantinople ?" To which the reader replied :

" If the fovereign pleafes, there is no impofll-

" bility to prevent your going."—" That is

<( enough," returned the prince -,
<c and if any

tc one mould come to-day, and tell me that I

" could not go thither, I would fhoot myfelf

< £ through the head,"

It is certain that he found the means of

detaching France from Turkey, and of bringing

her to concur with Ruffia, which certainly fhews

no fmall degree of political dexterity, efpecially

as he had to do with fo political a people as the

French. The news of the french revolution

quite afflicted him. He was feveral times after-

wards furprifed in talking to himfelf on that

b b 3 fubjecl,
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fabjett, in broken fcnrences without connexion,

anc! with great gefticulation.

But we muft now return to our hiftory. After

a ftay of about five months at Peterfburg,

prince Potemkin quitted the refidence, to recurn

to the army. Satiated with pomp and grandeur,

with triumphs, and with pleafures, he was reft-

lefs and uneafy every where ; and his frequent

fighs betrayed the gloom that overfpread his

mind *. He was fatisfied neither with the

flatteries of the courtiers, nor the bounties of

his fovereign, nor with himfelf ; and his irri-

tation feemed to increafe at the prefence of the

new favourite,

This favourite was Plato ZubofT. Objects

more important have hitherto detained us from

fpcaking of him. It is neceffary now to ftate

briefly the caufes of his elevation, and the

difgrace of his predeceflbr.

* It is well known that prince Potemkin, on quitting

Peterfburg, in 179 1, had a fecret prefentiment that he

fhould never return : he faid it over and over again. How-

ever, there was nothing marvellous in the matter. His

manner of lite, regular in no one refpeft, evidently tended

to lhoi ten his days : he was no more than 52 years of age j

and his natural conilitutioh feemed to warrant him a long

courfe of life.

MomonofT
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MomonofF was well enough liked by the

emprefs ; but he made her no adequate returns.

He lived with her in the mannej of a flave,

the weight of whofe chains were not the lefs

felt for being of gold, and not as a lover

pleafed with pleafmg. His heart, however, was

not infenfible. Catharine, in the number of

her maids of honour, had the daughter of

prince ScherbatofF, young, handfome, and

fprightly, and with a difpofition to gallantry.

MomonofF was foon fmitten by her charms,

and had made himfelf agreeable to her. But his

pafiion had not as yet paiTed the bounds of

refpect ; when one day he happened to hear

Potemkin extol the charms of princefs Scher-

batoff. MomonofF was thunderftruck, He
knew the unlimited power of Potemkin : he .

knew that it was fufficient for him to form

a defire for having it gratified : he therefore

ran and threw himfelf on his knees to princefs

Scherbatoff, and imparted to her the caufe of

his uneafinefs. For his comfort and encourage-

ment me promifed to grant him what he was

afraid of being deprived of by his rival -, and

fhortly after he had additional reafons for dif-

miffing his anxiety : Potemkin fet out for the

I
army.

£ B 4 This
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This intimacy fubfifted a long time, and was

known to all the court. Cacharine alone per-

ceived nothing of it. At lengch, however, by

the jealoufy of ibme of the courtiers, her eyes

were opened ; fhe was told that Momonoff had

not furrendcred to her the whole of his heart,

of which fhe foon after had evident proofs.

However offended at this difcovery, fhe thought

it beft to connive at it, at leaft for the prefent.

This was during the fummer of 1789. The

court was at Tzarfko-felo; and the daughter of

count Bruce, one of the richeft heireffes of the

empire, had juft been prefented.

Catharine, laying hold of this opportunity,

faid to Momonoff, that fhe intended he fhould

marry the young countefs* Bruce. Momonoff

implored her not to infift upon it. The emprefs

defired to know the reafon of his reluctance.

At this he was embarraffed : fhe infilled ; and

he fell at her feet, confeffmg that he had plighted

his faith to princefs Scherbatoff. The emprefs

wanted no farther explanation : the two lovers

were married the next day, and fet off for

Mofco.

* In Ruflia and in all the North, the young ladies bear

the fame title with their parents.

Momonoff
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MomonofF was bound by every tie of grati-

tude to Catharine for her bounties, and the

extreme condefcenfion fhe had always fhewn

him. But it was currently reported that he had

the imprudence to mention to his wife the par-

ticulars of his interviews with the emprefs, and

that fhe divulged them with a levity injurious to

the fovereign. It was added that that princefs

repaid the indifcretion by an act of great fe verity.

When MomonofF and his lady were gone to

reft, the maiter of the police at Mofco entered

their apartment ; and, after having fhewn them

an order from her majefty, he left them in

the hands of fix women, and retired to an

adjoining chamber. Then the fix women, or

rather fhe fix men dreffed as women, feized the

babbling lady, and having ftripped her entirely

pf her night-clothes, flogged her with rods in the

prefence of MomonofF, whom they forced to

kneel down during the ceremony. When the

chaftifement was over, the police -mafter re-en-

tered the room and faid :
" This is the way the

." emprefs punifhes a fir ft indifcretion. For

f
f the fecond, people are fent to Siberia."

The very day of the marriage of MomonofF, the

poft of favourite was conferred on Plato ZubofF,

an officer in the horfe-guards. Prince Potemkir*

heard with much concern that the choice of

15 Catharine
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Catharine had fallen on ZubofT. He made it

the fubjcct of a letter to her majefty, employing

all forts of arguments to induce her to change her

lover. But from the firft period of his elevation

Zuboff had rendered himfelf fo agreeable that he

was in no dread of a rival. The emprefs wrote

to Potemkin, that fo long as fhe had no juft

reafons to complain of ZubofT, fhe fhould not

refolve upon difmiffing him. Notwithftanding

this, Potemkin continued his importunities for

fome time.

—

<f If you fee the emprefs," faid he

to one of the couriers' who carried his difpatches

to court, " obferve to her that I have teeth

' f which give me great pain, and that I fhall not

u be eafy till I have got rid of them." It was

a clumfey play upon words : the name Zuboff,

in rufs, fignifies teeth.

The death of the emperor Jofeph II. * had

left Catharine to contend with the Ottomans,

reduced to her own forces alone. Leopold II.

yielding to the foUicitations" of Prufiia, and dill

more to the exigencies of his people, who were

finking under the preffure of an unjuft and unfor-

tunate war, was in hafte to break off from Ruflia

and to conclude a feparate peace with the

Porte.

* Jofeph II. died the 20th of February 1790.

.It
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It was no longer Frederic II. that reigned in

Pruffia. Five years had elapfed fince he had

terminated his long and brilliant courfe*.

Endowed with a refoiute character and a flexile

mind, he had improved them both by ftudy and

reflection. The leffons he had imbibed from

hiftory rendered him at once a profound poli-

tician and an able general ; his intercourfe with

the philofophers and fine writers of every age and

nation, had qualified him for taking a place

among dUlinguimed authors. While he was

only prince royal, he feemed to afpire at the glory

of the Antonines or a Marcus Aurelius : but no

lboner was he feated on the throne than he took

for his models an Alexander and a Philip. Re-

turning victorious from a war which had threat-

ened his ruin, he extended the limits of his

dominions, and from the fecondary power which

fell to him by inheritance, he raifed himfelr into

one of the moft authoritative potentates of

Europe. To the titles of politician and con-

queror which he had already acquired, he now
added that of legiflator ; and, by the code which

bears his name, he merited in many refpects the

gratitude of his fubjects. DifJainful of luxury

from incjination, and fearful of it from ceconomy,

* Frederic II. died the 17th of Augult 1786.

he
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he founded his pride on the number of his

foldiers. Laborious, vigilant, indefatigable, he

was employed to the laft moment of his life in

the adminiftration of his kingdom : but at the

fame time he fhewed himfelf more jealous of

ftrengthening and fecuring his power and of the

profperity of Prufiia, than of the happinefs of the

Prufiians. Did he live happily himfelf? It

may be anfwered, no -, fince he was neither

hufband^, nor lover, nor father, and often

fuffered himfelf to be ruled by two tormenting

paffions, avarice and ambition. He was emulous

of the furname of Great : he obtained it of the

age in which he lived, and there is no doubt but

it will be confirmed by pofterity.

But though Frederic II. was no more, the

fame fpirit (till directed the cabinet of Berlin.

Some time before Leopold made peace with the

Turks, Frederic William had figned a treaty

with them. Thus Catharine at once loft a de-

fender, and was expofed to the probability of

having foon a new enemy to contend with.

That enemy however did not draw the fword

againft her, at which fhe was not the lefs.

jncenfed. He took advantage of the dilcontents

* It is well known, that, though he was married, he

nerer cohabited with his wife. 1

in
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In Poland for gaining a confiderable influence in

that country, and leagued hirnfelf to it by a new

treaty. Under pretence of defending the Poles

he caufed his troops to enter their territory

;

and, what perhaps occafioned (till more heart-

burning at the court of Ruffia^ he took poffeffion

of the cities of Dantzick and Thorn.

The emprefs now began to fee that her

victories were ruinous, and that remote conquefts

might bring on the lofs of the provinces which

ihe pofTeffed in Poland. In a word, fhe per-

ceived the neceffity of bringing about a peace ;

but fhe had too much pride to fue for it,

and rather than that, me chofe to continue

fighting.

Her armies obtained flill farther fucceiTes.

KutufofF beat the combined troops of the Turks

and Tartars: prince Repnin, at the head of

25,000 men, entirely routed 70,000 Ottomans

whom he met and engaged not far from Makzin

:

Goudovitch, brother of him who had formerly

been the favourite of Peter III, made hirnfelf

mafter of the fortreffes of Sudyuk-kaly and of

Anapa, on the frontiers of the Krimea and the

Kuban* where he took 14,000 prifoners, among

whom was the Sheik-Manfour, the pretended

prophet of whom mention has been already

made*

Great
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Great Britain, who, in order to revenge her-

felf for the alliance concluded between France

and Ruffia, had excited the Turks to declare war

againft the latter power, and had vainly been

prodigal of her alliflance in arms, ammunition,

and counfel ; Great Britain refolved to take ad-

vantage of the moment when the court of

Peterfburg was detaching itfelf from the French,

to engage it in a connection with her.

After having apprifed of her defign the

cabinets of Berlin and of the Hague, who had

acted in concert with her from the beginning of

the war, Ihe eagerly propofed her mediation to

the emprefs, on condition that in making peace,

that princefs mould confent to give up her

conquefts, and to take for the bafts of the new

arrangements the treaty cf Kainardgi*.

The court of London therefore fent to Peterf-

burg Mr. Fawkener, fecretary to the priyy-

council, giving him in charge two proportions,

whereof the mofi favourable to Ruffia was not to

be produced unlefs the other mould not be

accepted. Fawkener was not wanting in abilities

as a negotiator : but was by no means a match

for Catharine. Whether that princefs had been

fecrecly advertifed by Lcr emiiTaries, that the

* For" the principal articles of which, fee the Appendix

to this volume, No. xxi.

britifh
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britim agent had the power to make her a double

propofal, or whether it was only matter of fur-

mife, ibe refolved to avail herfelf of it. Deter-

mined on concluding a peace with the Turks,

whatever it fhould coil her, in order that her

armies might fall back into Poland, fhe received

Mr. Fawkenef with extreme affability. She ad-

mitted him to her table at Tzarfko-felo, placed

him over-againft her, difcourfed with him all

dinner-time, and after rifing from table talked

with him again, artfully by turns giving him

reafon to apprehend the failure of his negotiation,

and infpiring him with the hopes of its fuccefs;

me at length fo completely entangled him, that

he had not the courage to propofe any other

than the moil advantageous "conditions.

Catharine, being ihus made acquainted with

the difpofitions of England, caufed a memorial

to be delivered to the danifh minifter, to prevail

upon him to negotiate the. preliminaries of peace

with the cabinets of Berlin, of London^ and of

the Hague.

Count BemftorfF was in all refpects worthy of

being trufted with the mediation of fo important

a caufe, and eagerly informed the three allied

courts of the intention of Catharine j in confe-

quence of which an accommodation between

thofe powers and Ruflia was prefently agreed on.

• la
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In purfuance of this accommodation, the three

allied courts agreed to propofe to the Porte

the terms offered by the emprefs, and declared,

that if the Turks would not accept of thefe con-

ditions, they would abandon their caufe, and

leave them to profecute alone the war againft

Ruffia.

A congrefs was afiembled at Shiftove ; where

the negotiators found at firft fome difficulty

in coming to an agreement. Hence they re-

moved to Galatch, and the preliminaries of peace

were at length figned> the 9th of January 1791,

by prince Repnin and the grand vizir. The

definitive treaty, concluded at Yaiiy, foon after

followed *.

It has been calculated that in this war Auftria

loft 130,000 foldiers, and expended three hundred

millions of florins.— Ruffia loft 200,000 men,

and expended two hundred millions of rubles.—

The Turks loft 330,000 men, and expended

two hundred and fifty millions of piaftres.

Sweden had expended feventy millions of rix-

dollars, and loft nine Ihips of the line, four

frigates, and feveral fmaller veffels of war.

After figning the treaty, Bezborodko declared

that the emprefs gave up her claim to the

* See the Appendix to this volume, No. xxi.

twelve
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twelve millions of piaftres which the Porte had

juft ftipulated to pay her as an indemnity for the

expences of the war. The ottoman plenipo-

tentiaries juflly teftified their admiration of an act

of generofity fo truly imperial.

Prince Potemkin had not the good fortune to

conclude the peace between Ruflia and the

Porte. He had repaired to the congrefs of

YafTy : but, being foon after attacked with an

epidemical fever which was then rife at that

place, he was unable to attend much to the ne-

gotiations that were carrying on. As foon as

the emprefs had intelligence that he was fick, fhe

fent off to him two of the mod experienced

phyficians of Peterfburg*. He difdained their

advice, and would follow no regimen. He car-

ried even his intemperance to an uncommon

height, his ordinary breakfaft was the greater

part of a fmoke-dried goofe from Hamburgh,

flices of hung-beef or ham, drinking with it

a prodigious quantity of wine and Dantzick-

liqueurs, and afterwards dined with equal voracity.

He never controlled his appetites in any kind of

gratification. He frequently had his favourite

fterle£-foup, at feafons when that fifh is fo enor-

rnoufly dear, that this foup alone, which might

* The doftors Tinmann and Maflbt,

. vol. in, c c be
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be confidcrcd only as the overture to his dinner,

flood him in 300 rubles. Having mentioned

his fterlet-foup, it is impoffible to refrain from

relating an anecdote on that fubjecr. here. Being

at Yaffy, the prince had promifed fome of the

women that went about with him every where,

and formed his court, a foup of this kind, or

perhaps, in one of thofe whims which were fo

common with him, he had a mind to it himfelfj

but as the capital maker of it was at Peterfburg,

he difpatched a major to travel poft, with orders

to have a large turreen of it made : which

he did accordingly, and brought it with him,

well luted. Now let the reader judge of the

expence this fancy put him to : the cook, as we

may imagine, made a greater quantity of it than

was wanted for the prince, and ate the remainder

with his friends *
; nay, we may be very fure

that he ate it better than the prince, to whom it

jnuft have come fomewhat lefs frefh, after hav-

ing travelled near 2coo verfts. This anecdote

may likewife ferve as a fpecimen of the bufinefs

in which majors were fometimes employed by

him, and confequently of the confide ration in

which they muft have been held. He has

frequently lent his officers from the Krimea

* It was by one of thofe friends that the itory got abroad.

oV
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<or from Krementfchuk, to Peterfburg and even

to Riga, for oyfters or china-oranges, on their

firft arrival at thofe ports.

With this fort of diet it is no wonder that he

perceived his diftemper to be daily gaining

ground, but he thought to get well by removing

from Ya0y, Accordingly he refolved to fet out

for NicelayefF, a town which he had built at the

confluence of the Ingoul with the Bohg. Scarcely

had he gone three leagues of his journey when

he found himfelf much worfe. He alighted

from his carriage in the midft of the highway,

threw himfelf on the grafs, and died* under

a tree,

* Prince Potemkin died the 15th of O&ober 1791, at the

age of 52. From Yafiy his remains were tranfpoited to

Kerfon, where they were inhumed, and the emprefs allotted

a hundred thoufand rubles for the erection of a maufoleura

over them.—Having often had occafion to fpeak of the dig-

nities and the titles of this extraordinary perfonage, we infert

an abridgment of them here :—Knight of the principal

orders of Pruflia, of Sweden, of Poland, and of all the

orders of Ruflia ; field-marfhal, commander in chief of all

the armies of Ruflia ; chief general of the cavalry ; grand

admiral of the fleets of the Euxine, of the fea of AzofF, and

of the Cafpian ; fenator, and prefident of the college of war ;

goverqor-general of Ekatarinoflauf and of Taurida ; -adju-

tant-general and actual chamberlain to the emprefs ; in-

fpe&or-general of the armies ; colonel of the preobajepfki

guards ; chief of the corps of horfe guards ; colonel of the

c c 2 regiment
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a tree, in the arms of the countefs Branicka, his

favourite niece.

At firft a report was fpread, as nfual on the

death of men of extraordinary character, that

the prince had been poifoned. His body, on

being brought to Yaffy, was therefore opened,

but not the fmalleft indication was difcoverable

that might juftify fuch a fufpicion.

As to what farther might be faid of prince

Potemkin, we mail add nothing of ourfelvesi

but be content with inferring here the picture

drawn of him by one * who lived a long time in

regiment of cuirafiiers of his name, of the dragoons of

Peterfburg, and the grenadiers of Ekatarinoflauf ; chief of

all the manufactories of arms and the founderies of cannon
j

grand hetman of the kofaks, &c.

* M. L. P. Segur, formerly ambafiador at Peterfburg, not

lefs diftinguifhed for his literary than his political talents.

Le comte de Segur wrote under the emorels's picture, juft

after her return from the Krim, the following lines :

Reconnois vers le nord l'aimant qui nous attire

Cet heureux conque'rant, profond legiflateur,

Femme aimable, grand homme, & que l'envie admire,

Qui, parcourt fes etat6, y verfe le bonheur.

Maitrc en Fart de regner, favante en l'art d'ecrire,

Rcpa ,dant la lumiere, ecartant les erreurs ;

Si le fort n'avoit pu lui donner un empire,

Elle auroit eu toujours un trone dans nos coeurs.

' habits
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habits of intimacy with him, and was fo oblig-

ing as to delineate it at our follici cation.

" Prince Gregory Alexandrovicch Potemkin

was one of the moft extraordinary men of his

times -, but in order to have played fo confpicuous

a part, he muft have been in Ruffia, and have

lived in the reign of Catharine II. In any other

country, in any other times, with any other

fovereign, he would have been mifplaced -, and

it was a lingular ftroke of chance that created this

man for the period that tallied with him, and

brought together and combined all the circum-

ftances with which he could tally.

<f In his perfon werecollected the moft oppofite

defects and advantages of every kind. He was

avaricious and oftentatious, defpotic and popular,

inflexible and beneficent, haughty and obliging,

politic and confiding, licentious and fuperftitious,

bold and timid, ambitious and indifcreet. Lavifh.

of his bounties to his relations, his miftrefles, and

his favourites, yet frequently paying neither his

houfehold nor his creditors. His confequence

always depended on a woman, and he was always

unfaithful to her. Nothing could equal the acti-

vity of his mind, nor the indolence of his body.

No dangers could appal his courage j no diffi-

culties force him to abandon his projects. But

c c 3 the
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the fuccefs of an enterprife always brought on

difguft.

" He weaned the empire by the number of

his pods and the extent of his power. He was

himfelf fatigued with the burden of his exiftence

;

envious of all that he did not do, and fick of all

that he did. Reft was not grateful to him, nor

occupation pleafing. Every thing with him was

defultory •> bufinefs, pleafure, temper, carriage.

In every company he had an embarrafled air,

and his prefence was a reftraint on every com-

pany. He was morofe to all that flood in awe

of him, and careffed all fuch as accofted him

with familiarity.

** Ever promifing, feldom keeping his word,

and never forgetting any thing. None had read

lefs than he ; few people were better informed.

He had talked with the fkilful in all profefiions,

in all the fciences, in every art. None better

knew how to draw forth and appropriate to him-

felf the knowledge of others. In converfation

he would have aftonimed a fcholar, an artift, an

artizan, and a divine. His information was not

deep, but it was very extenfive. He never

dived into a fubje<5r, but he fpoke well on all

fubjecls.

mwhc
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" The inequality of his temper was productive

of an inconceivable oddity in his defires, in his

conduct, and in his manner of life. One while

he formed the project of becoming duke of

Courland ; at another he thought of bellowing

on himfelf the crown of Poland. He frequently

gave intimations of an intention to make himfelf

a bifhop or even a fimple monk. He built

a fuperb palace, and wanted to fell it before

it was finifhed. One day he would dream of

nothing but war j and only officers, Tartars, and

Kofaks were admitted to him : the next day he

was bufied only with politics j he would partition

the ottoman empire, and put in agitation all the

cabinets of Europe. At other times, with

nothing in his head but the court, dreffed in

a magnificent fuit, covered with ribbons prefented

him by every potentate, difplaying diamonds of

extraordinary magnitude and brilliance, he was

giving fuperb entertainments without any caufe.

ct He was fometimes known for a month, and

in the face of all the town, to pafs whole even-

ings at the apartments ofa young female, feeming

to have alike forgot all bufmefs and all decorum.

Sometimes alfo, for feveral weeks fucceflively3

fhut up in his room with his nieces and feveral

men of his intimates, he would lounge on a

fopha, without fpeaking, playing at chefs, or at

c c 4 cardsj
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cards, with his legs bare, his fhirt collar unbut-

toned, in a morning gown, with a thoughtful

front, his eyebrows knit, and prefenting to the

view of ftrangers who came to fee him, the

figure of a rough and fqualid Kofak.

" All thefe Angularities often put the emprefs

out of humour, but rendered him more intereft-

ing to her. In his youth he had pleafed her by

the ardour of his paflion, by his valour, and by

his mafculine beauty. Being arrived at maturity,

he charmed her dill by flattering her pride, by

calming her apprehenfions, by confirming her

power, by careffing her fancies of Oriental

Empire, the expulfion of the barbarians, and

the reftoration of the grecian republics.

<c At eighteen, an under-officer in the horfe-

guards, he perfuaded, on the day of the revo-

lution, his corps to take arms, and prefented

to Catharine his cockade as an ornament for her

iword. Soon after, become the rival of Orloff,

he performed, for his fovereign, whatever the

moft romantic paffion could infpire. He put

out his eye to free it from a blemiih which

dimmifhed his beauty. Banifhed by his rival,

he ran to meet death in battle, and returned

with glory. A fuccefsful lover, he quickly

fhook off the hypocritical farce, whofe cataftrophc

held out to him the profped ofan obfcure difafter.

He



EMPRESS CATHARINE II. 393

He himfelf gave favourites to his rniftrefs, and

became her confidant, her friend, her general,

and her minifter.

f Panin was prefident of the council, and was

a (tickler for the al-iance of Pruffta. Potemkin

perfuaded his miftrefs, that the friendfhip of the

emperor would be of more life to her in reaiifhg

her plans againft the Turks. He connected

her with Jofeph II. and thereby furnifhed him-

felf with the means of conquering the Krimea

and the country of the Nogay Tartars, which

depended upon it. Reftoring to thefe regions

their fonorous and antient names, creating a

maritime force at Kerfon and Sevaftopol, he

perfuaded Catharine to come and admire her-

fclf this new fcene of his glory. Nothing

was fpared for rendering this journey renowned

to the lateft pofterity. Thither were conveyed,

from all parts of the empire, money, pro-

vifions, and horfes. The highways were illu-

minated. The Boryfthenes was covered with,

magnificent gallics. A hundred and fifty thou-

fand foldiers were newly equipped. The Ko-

faks were brought together : the Tartars were

difciplined. Defarts were peopled for the

occafion ; and palaces were raifed in the track-

lets wild. The nakednefs of the plains of the

Krimea was dilguifed by villages built on pur-

pofe,
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pdfe, and enlivened by fireworks. Chains of

mountains were illuminated. Fine roads were

opened by the army. Howling wilderneffes were

transformed into englifh gardens. The king of

Poland came to pay homage to her who had

crowned him, and who afterwards ftruck him

from the throne. The emperor Jofeph II.

came himfelf to attend the triumphal progrefs

of the emprefs Catharine ; and the refult of this

brilliant journey was another war, which the

Englifh and the Pruflians impolitically infti-

gated the Turks to undertake, and which

was only a frelh inftrument to the ambition

of Potemkin, by affording him an occafion

to conquer Otchakoff, which remained to

RuITia, and to obtain the grand ribbon of

St. George, the only decoration that was want-

ing to his vanity. But thefe latter triumphs

were the term of his life. He died in Mol-

davia, almoft by a fudden ftroke j and his

death, lamented by his nieces and by a fmall

number of friends, concerned only his rivals,

who were eager to divide his fpoils, and was

very foon followed by a total oblivion.

" Like the rapid paffage of thofe mining me-

teors which aftonifh us by their luftre, but are empty

as air, Potemkin began every thing, completed

nothing, difordered the finances, diforganized

the
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*he army, depopulated his country, and enriched

it with other deferts. The fame of the emprefs

was increafed by his conqueits. The admir-

ation they excited was for her ; and the hatred

they raifed for her minifter. Pofterity, more

equitable, will perhaps divide between them

both the glory of ]the fucceffes and the feverity

of the reproaches. It will not bellow on Po-

temkin the title of a great man; but it will

mention him as an extraordinary perfon ; and,

to draw his picture with accuracy, he might be

reprefented as a real emblem, as the living image

of the ruffian empire.

" For, in fad, he was coloffal like Rufiia. In

his mind, as in that country, were cultivated

diftri&s and defart plains. It alfo partook of

the afiatic, of the european, of the tartarian,

and the kofak -, the rudenefs of the eleventh,

century, and the corruption of the eighteenth;

the furface of the arts, and the ignorance of the

cloiftersj an outfide of civilization and many
traces of barbarifm. In a word, if we might

hazard fo bold a metaphor, even his two eyes,

the one open and the other clofed, reminded us

of the Euxine always open, and the northern

ocean, fo long fhut up with ice.

"This portrait may appear gigantic: but

thofe who knew Potemkin will bear witnefs to its

truth.
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truth. That man had great defects : but with-

out them, perhaps, he would neither have got

the maftery of his fovereign, nor that of his

country. He was made by chance precifely

fuch as he ought to be for preferving fo long

his power over fo extraordinary a woman."

CHAP. XIV.

State of the court of Peterfburg at the death of

prince Potemkin.—Infurreclion of Kofciufko.—

—Laji partition of Poland.— AJfaJJination of

Guftavus III.—Death of Leopold II.—French

Emigrants in RuJJia.—Of Plato Zuboff and his

brothers.—treaty concluded with Great Britain.

=

—

Confpiracy ofArmfeldt.—Journey ofGuftavus

Adolphus to St. Peterjburg.—Conquefts in Perfia.

«

—

Death of Catharine II.—* Statement of the

prefents that were received by her favourites.

—Forces, expencesy and revenues of Ruffia.—

*79 2> i?93> *794* l 19S> *796 -

1792. 1HE emprefs, when death had ravifhed

Lanikoi from her, fhut herfelf up in her apart-

ment, and, giving way to her grief, was fo

indifferent to the world, that me was difpofed to

let herfelf die by inanition. On hearing of the

death
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death of Potemkin, me likewife fhut herfelf up ;

but it was only for employing herfelf in the

adminiftration of the empire. She was bufy

for fifteen hours together, and divided among

her minifters the direction of the affairs which

had belonged to Potemkin.

Count Bezborodko was fent to the congrefs at

Yafiy, and concluded the peace, as related in

the foregoing chapter -, and at his return, being

at the head of the college of foreign affairs, he

at firft poffelTed a very extenfive influence.

The favourite Plato Zuboff, who till now
had been an utter flranger to bufinefs, was de-

firous of bearing a part in the miniftry, and of

taking on himfelf the direction. On this fubjecfc

he afked advice of the intriguing Markoff, who

foon became his flatterer, and readily undertook

to be his guide in the career of politics. Mar-

koff was recompenfed for it by the entire confi-

dence of the favourite and that of the fovereign.

They formed their conciliabulum, in which they

treated of the mod important affairs, and from

which they excluded Bezborodko \ who, without

being precifely difgraced, loft confiderably of

his influence *.

* Till Zuboff, the favourites had never been publicly-

employed in ftate affairs ; and it is the general opinion that

it would have been more advantageous for thofe affairs, if

they had been made to wajt for his fucceffor.

h
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It was in one of thefe conciiiabula, compofed

of ZubofF, MarkofT, the minifter at war NicolaV

Soltikoff, and fome others, that the annihila-

tion of Poland, long fince propofed by Catha-

rine, was refolved on. That princefs wifhed for

it as an offering to her pride and her vengeance.

Her favourites and her greedy minifters had

been promoting it with great afliduity, in the

hopes of obtaining a fhare in the rich fpoils of the

unhappy Poles.

The emprefs- could never forgive that nation

for either the act of the diet of 1788 *, or the

alliance of Pruflia accepted in contempt of her

own, or, above all, the conftitution of 17 91 f

.

Big with thefe ideas of revenge, me gave orders

to Bulgakoff, her minifter at Warfaw, folemnly

to declare war againft Poland.

The diet being alTembled, received this

declaration with a majeftic calmnefs, which was

rapidly fucceeded by the generous enthufiafm

excited by the ardour of felf-defence. The

fentiments of the diet were diffufed over all the

nation. The king himfelf was pofieiTed by

them, or rather pretended to be fo ; and the

Poles had the weaknefs to believe, that, having

abandoned his former fervility to Ruffia, and

* Which abrogated the conftitution dictated by violence

in 1775.

f Decreed at Warfaw the 3d of May.

his
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his cuftomary indolence, he was becoming the

defender of liberty. An army was collected in

hafte, and the command of it given to prince

Jofeph Poniatoffsky, whofe inexperience and

frivolous purfuits were but ill-fuited to the

management of fo weighty a charge.

The Poles could have oppofed the defigns of

Catharine with an army of 50,000 men : but

they never yet could be brought to unite their

forces 1 and their different corps were foon after

preffed between an army .of 80,000 Ruffians,

who fell back from BefTarabia upon the territory

which extends along the Bohg, another of 10,000

collected in the environs of Kieff, and a third

of 30,000, which had penetrated into Lithu-

ania.

We mall not here attempt to draw the picture

of the various battles that drenched the plains of

Poland with blood, and which, notwithftanding

fome advantages obtained by the Poles, confurned

the greater part of their troops. It was then that

Thaddeus Kofciufko *, who as yet was nothing

more than one of the lieutenants of young Jofeph

Poniatoffsky, difplayed talents that juftly ob-

tained him the confidence of the nation, the

# We have been told by a polifh gentleman, that this

aame mould be written Kofchieffsky.

8 hatred
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hatred of the Ruffians, and the efteem of

Europe.

During all this time, Catharine, not trufting

alone to the power of her own arms, had been

negotiating with unremitted aMiduity. She

propofed the definitive partition of Poland to

Frederic William, who was undoubtedly no lefs

defirous of it than herfeif. She fecretly won

over to her views the two brothers Kaffakoffsky,

the hetman Branicky, Rejevufky, and particu-

larly Felix Potocky *, who perhaps, while he

was flattering himfelf with the hopes of mount-

ing the throne of Poland, became only the flave

of Ruffia. In a word, {lie infifted that Staniflaus

Auguftus mould make a public declaration, that

it was neceffary to yield to the fuperiority of the

ruffian arms.

That monarch had the deplorable courage to

fubmit himfelf to this indignity : but he was

not on that account treated by the emprefs with

greater indulgence.

1793. The confederation of the partizans

of Ruffia affembled at Grodno, and had the

humiliation to fee the ruffian general proudly

feating himfelf under the canopy of the throne

* He put himfelf at the head of the confederation of

"T/argovifka in favour of the Ruffians.

which
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which he was about to overturn. The ruffian

minifter, at the fame time, publifhed* a mani-

fefto, in which he declared that his fovereign

would incorporate with her domains all the

territory of Poland which her arms had con-

quered.

The king of Pruffia, in concert with Ca-

tharine, had already marched an army into

Poland.

The Ruffians, difperfed about the provinces

of that kingdom, committed depredations and

ravages of which hiftory furnifhes but few ex-

amples. Warfaw became likewife the theatre

of their exceffes. The ruffian general Igelftrom.,

who governed all in that city, connived at the

diforders of his foldiers, and made the wretched

inhabitants feel the whole weight of his arrogance

and barbarity. The defenders of Poland had

been obliged to difperfe f . Their property was

confifcated ; their families reduced to fervitude.

Goaded by fo many calamities, they once more

took the
.

refolution to free their country from

the oppreffion of the Ruffians. Some of them

* The 9th of April.— This minifter was called Sievers.

f Some of them were even arretted ; and Bonneau, the

French fecretary of legation, was carried of, and conducted

to Siberia.

vol. in. . d d afTem-



402 LIFE OF THE

aflTembled, and fent an invitation to Kofciufkrj

to come and put himfclf at their head.

That general had retired to Leipfic, with

Hugh Kolontay, Zajonchek, and Ignatius Po-

tocky, a man of great knowledge and fagacity,

a fincere friend to his country, and in all refpefh

the oppofite of his coufin Felix. Thefe four

Poles hefitated not a moment in giving their

approbation to the refolution" adopted by their

honeft countrymen : but they were fenfible that,

in order to fucceed, they mud begin by giving

liberty to the peafants, who till then had been

treated in Poland like beafts of burthen.

Kofciufko and Zajonchek repaired, with all

expedition, to the frontiers of Poland. The

latter proceeded to Warfaw, where he had con-

ferences with the chiefs of the confpirators,

A banker, named Kapuftas, a bold and artful

man, made himfelf refponfible for the inhabit-

ants of the capital. He faw likewife feveral

officers, who declared their deteftation of the

ruffian yoke. All, in fhort, was ripe for an in-

furreclion, when the ruffian commanders, to

whom Kofciufko's pre fence en the frontiers had

given umbrage, forced him to poftpone it for a

time.

To
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To deceive the diftruft of the Ruffians,

Kofciufko went into Italy, and Zajonchek re-

paired to Drefden, whither Ignatius Potocky

and Kolontay had retired, but all at once Zajon-

chek appeared again at Warfaw. The king

himfelf impeached him to the ruffian general

Igelftfom, who had a conference with him, and

ordered him to quit the polifh territory. No
alternative now remained for him but to proceed

immediately to action; Or to abandon the enter-

prize altogether. Zajonchek refolved on the

former.

1794. Kofciufko was recalled from Italy*

and arrived at Cracow, where the Poles received

him as their deliverer. In fpite of the orders of

the Ruffians, colonel Madalinfky pertinacioufly

refufed to licenfe his regiment. Some other offi-

cers had joined him. Kofciufko was proclaimed

general of this little army *
; and the adt of

infurrection was almoft immediately publifhed f

.

Three hundred peafants, armed with fcythes,

came and ranged themfelves under the ftandard

of Kofciufko. That general foon found himfelf

faced by 7000 Ruffians, who were put to flight

after a vigorous refiftance.

* They had 3000 infantry and j 2QO horfe?

f The 24th of March.

D D 2 On



4O4 LTFE OF THE

On hearing at Warfaw of the fuccefs of

Kofciufko, the ruffian general Igelftrom caufed

all thole to be arretted whom he fufpected to

have any concern in the infurrection : but thefe

meafures ferved only the more to irritate the

confpirators. The rebellion broke out*. Two
thoufand Ruffians were put to the fword. Their

general, being befieged in his houfe, requefted

permiffion to capitulate ; and, profiting by the

delay that was granted him, he efcaped to the

pruflian camp, which lay at a little diftance

from Warfaw.

Wilna, the capital of Lithuania, followed the

example of Warfaw : but the triumph of the

infurgents was there lefs terrible. Colonel

Jazinfky, who was at their head, conducted

himfelf with fo much fkill, that he took all the

Ruffians prifoners, without fhedding a drop of

blood. The inhabitants of the cantons of Chelm

and of Lublin declared themfelves alfo in a ftate

of infurrection, and were imitated by three

polifh regiments, who were employed in the

fervice of the Ruffians.

Some of the principal partizans of Ruffia,

$ie hetman Kaflbkoffsky, the bifhop his brother

* The 18th of April.

Zabiello,
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Zabiello, Ozaroffsky, and Ankvitch, were

fentenced to be hanged, the firft at Wilna, and

the others at Wariaw.

Kofciufko exerted himfelf to the utmoft to

augment his army. He got recruits among

the peafants ; and, to infpire them with more

emulation, he wore their drefs, ate with them,

and distributed encouragements among them >

but thofe men, too long degraded in Poland,

were not yet deferving of the liberty that was

offered them. They diftrufted the intentions of

th,e nobles, who, on their fide, for the moft

part lamented the lofs of their abfurd prero-

gatives.

Staniflaus Auguftus and his
r
partizans aug-

mented ftill further the ill-will of the nobles, by

reprefenting to them the intentions of Kofciufko

as difaftrous to them, and by caballing conti-

nually in favour of Ruffia.

In the mean time the emprefs, not fatisfted

with augmenting the number of her troops in

Poland, had fent her bed generals thither.

After feveral battles, in one of which Frederic

William, who had advanced to fupport the

Ruffians, fought at the head of his troops, againft

Kofciufko, who was ftriving to prevent the

junction of the ruffian generals, Suvaroff and

Ferfen, he was attacked by the latter at Macie-

d d 3 jovitch.
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jovitch*. His talents, his valour, his defpe*

ration, were unable to prevent the Poles from

yielding to numbers. Almoft the whole of his

army were either cut to pieces or obliged to lay

down their arms. Himfelf, being covered with

wounds, fell fenfelefs on the field of battle, and

was taken prifoner.

All who were able to efcape from the con-

querors went and fhut themfelves up in the fub-

urb of Prague f, whither they were purfued by

general SuvarofF. The fiege of Prague con-

tinued not long. On the morrow of his arri-

val J, the dauntlefs SuvarofF gave the afTault;

and, having made himfelf mailer of the fuburb,

put to the fword, not only the foldiers, but all

the inhabitant?, without diftinction of fex or

age. Twenty thoufand innocent perfons fell

victims to the fury of the ruffian general.

Covered with the blood of thefe unfortunate

people, the barbarian entered Warfaw in triumph.

Some bands of infurgents, who were difperfed

in the provinces, made all poffible hafte to

furrender. The courts of Peteriburg and Berlin

divided at their pleafure the remainder of un-

* The 4th of Otlober.

f It is a fuburb of Warfaw, or rather a fmall town fituat?

on one fide of that capital.

i ± The 2d of November.
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happy Poland j and the cruel courtiers of the

emprefs fhared amongft them the poffeffions of

a great number of the profcribed. Staniflaus

Auguftus was fent to Grodno, where he was

condemned to live obfcurely on a penfion that

was granted him by the emprefs •, while Repnin,

appointed governor of the ufurped provinces,

oftentatiouOy difplayed the pomp of a fove-

reign.

Zajonchek and Kolontay had efcaped to the

auflrian territory, where the rights of hoipitality

were violated in their perfons, and they were

detained in captivity. Kofciufko, Ignatius

Potocky, Kapuftas, and fome others, were

tranfported to Peterfburg, and fhut up in dun-

geons. Among thefe unfortunate men was the

young poet Niemchevitch, diftinguiihed for his

valour and his talents, the friend of Kofciufko,

wounded and made prifoner with him. The
blood he had loft for his country was not the

only injury with which Catharine reproached

Niemchevitch. He had compofed verfe#

againft her *, in all the boldnefs and energy of

fatire. Her majefty had him at firft confined in

* There appeared at Warfaw, not only pieces in verfc

?tnd profe, but caricature prints, in which the emprefs was

very much infulted.

D d 4 the
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the citadel of Petcrfburg, and afterwards fent

him to SchlufleJburg, where he was treated

with great feverity.

The account of the bloody revolution effected

by the brave Kofciufko has obliged us to defer

the recital of feveral events : we fhail here

bring them under review.

Impatient to fee GuftavusIII. fet out upon his

chivalerefque and perilous enterprife, Catharine

gave orders to count Stackelberg, her minifter

at Stockholm, to promife * that monarch 12,000

ruffian foldiers, and an annual fubfidy of 300,000

rubles, to affift him in reftoring to the king of

France his entire authority. Certainly it was

not the intention of the emprefs to keep this

promife, which flic always found means to

elude. She wanted only to accelerate the mo-

ment of the confederation of kings, and to

excite her rivals to mutual destruction.

But Guftavus had not time to go and confum-

mate the ruin of his country on the frontiers of

France. The nobles of Sweden were for the

mod part always difcontented with the revo-

lution of 1772, of which they gave a proof in

refufing to fight at Frederikfham. By pardoning

their defection, Guftavus only emboldened

them, and ferved the Ruffians who were exciting

* In the month of O&ober 1791.

them
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them perpetually againft him. Three young

men * at this time refolved to put him to

death, and drew lots for the infamous honour

of making the firft attack on his perfon. A
mafquerade, at which Guftavus was to be pre-

fent, was in favour of their horrid purpofe.

Here the three confpirators met. Ankarftrcem

feized the moment when a group of mafks

furrounded Guftavus, and fired a piftol f into

the fmall of his back. The fwedifh monarch

expired within a few days after J. His fon,

Guftavus Adolphus, a young prince, aged 14

years, fucceeded to the crown •, and the regency

was given to the duke of Sudermania.

A fhort time previous to this, the emperor

Leopold II. died at Vienna §, in a manner lefs

fhocking, but almoft as fudden, leaving the im-

perial diadem, the archduchy of Auftria, and the

kingdoms of Hungary and Bohemia, to his fon

Francis II.

* The count von Hern, Ribbing, and Ankarftrcem.

f Ankarftrcem was armed with a dentelated poignard,

and a pair of piftols charged with feveral pieces of balls,

bullets, and little nails. One (hot of the piftol completed

the dreadful a£t.

% The 29th of March 1791. He had been afiaffinated

jn the night of the 15th of the fame month.

§ The i ft of March 1791.

The
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The death of two chiefs of the league of kings

againft France was a diftrefilng circumfrance to

the french emigrants, who fled in great numbers

to Peterfburg, to apply for affiftahce in troops,

which the emprefs failed not to promife, but

was too wife to grant.

Her majefty, however, took a great intereft

in the revolution that had taken place in France j

apprehenfive left the principles upon which it was

effected might find their way into Rufiia, and

there occafion fome combuftion fubverfive of

the throne. To all the French who fignified

that they were attached to their old form of

government, me gave a welcome reception

;

while me feverely profcribed the reft. The

ambaflador of France quitted Peterfburg : but

as Catharine, while fhe cenfured the opinions of

that minifter, could not refrain from doing juftice

to his virtues, to his talents, and the amenity of

his manners, fhe faid to him, on his taking

leave of her: " I am an ariftocrat; for I muft

" carry on my bufinefs." A little while after

fhe recalled the ambaflador whom fhe had at

Paris. She refufed accefs to her court to the

charge des affaires * of France, and prohibited

iicr minifters from conferring with him. Her

* Genet.

animad-
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animadverfion againft the French extended even

to colonel l'Harpe, who was employed in the

education of the two young princes Alexander

and Conftantine, and who, as a Swifs and a

philofopher, bore in his heart the love of liberty.

That eftimable and amiable man had often

been fubjecl: to attacks from the hatred of

the emigrants ; but his prudence, and the

well-founded refpecl: that was fhewn him by

the grand duke, fupported him againft their

intrigues %
Catharine obliged all the French that were in

her dominions to take an oath of allegiance to

the pretender to the crown of France, and to

fwear an immortal hatred to the french republic

Thofe who refufed were allowed only an interval

of fix weeks to fettle their affairs, and were

afterwards rigoroufly forced to quit the territory

of Ruffia, where the greater part left behind

* The principal emigrants at that time in Peterfburg

were, count Efterhazy, Bombeller, Saint-Prieft, Choifeul-

Gouffier, M. Calonne, the count d'Artois, Roger Damas,

d'Efcars, the fwifs colonel de Roll, the bifhop of Arras,

and Senac de Meilhan. It is a curious fact, that when the

Ion of count Efterhazy appeared at court, the emprefs

caufed the patriotic fongs of the French to be fung to the

boy ; and thus the hermitage fometimes refounded with the

air ga ira and the carmagnole,

them
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them debts, which their creditors have probably

long fince regarded as defperate *.

The court of Peterfburg was at this time

divided into two parties •, the one having at its

head the old count Oftermann, the Vorontzoffs,

and Bezborodko, who endeavoured to fhelter

themfelves under the name of the grand duke,

but whom that prince had always the prudence

not to avow, and of whofe intrigues he either

was, or at leaft feigned to be ignorant. The

other party was that of Zuboff, of MarkofF, and

of Nicola i Ivanovitch SolrikofT, devoted to the

favourite f.

This favourite was befides fupported by his

father, his three brothers, and his Mer, all

amply provided for by the bounties of the

fovereign. It is neceffary here to give fome

account of that family.

The father of the favourite ZubofFhad been

vice-governor of a province, and in that quality

cntrufted with the adminiftration of the finances,

the magazines, and the manufactories dependent

* For the principal paflages of the ukaufe publifhed on

this occafion, the reader is referred to the Appendix to the

prefent volume, No. xiii.

f Count Nicola'i Ivanovitch Soltikoff is now prcfident of

the college of war.

on
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on it. Thefe eftabli foments were burnt, not

without fufpicion of its having been done for

the fame purpofes as many other fires have

happened in Ruffi3, namely, for faving the

managers the trouble of balancing their accounts.

However that be, this conflagration was the

means of procuring the vice-governor an

annual income of 60,000 rubles. After the

elevation of his fon, Zuboff obtained the im-

portant place of procureur-general of the fenate;

in which office he was guilty of fo much mal-

verfation, that even his fon was fo afhamed of

him, that he refolved to remove him, and pro-

cured him the appointment of fenator in one of

the departments of Mofco, where he died,

leaving behind him an immenfe fortune.

Nicolai Zuboff, eldeft fon of this extor-

tioner, was a man much efteemed. He ferved

in Poland, where he diftinguifhed himfelf by his

bravery, and married the daughter of field-

marfhal Suvaroff.

Valerian Zuboff, brigadier and major of the

guards, was alfo an officer in the army in

Poland, where he had a leg carried away by

a cannon-ball. He, for fome time, fhared the

favour of the fovereign with his brother Plato,

and afterwards had the command of the army

that marched againfb the Perfians.

Alexander
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Alexander Zuboff, chamberlain to the ertt-

prefs, a man without talents, but ambitious, wag

fon-in-law of the rich prince Vafemfkoi", who

had united in his perfon the three lucrative pods

of procureur-general of the fenate of Petersburg,

minitler of finance, and miniller of the interior.

Laftly, Plato ZubofF, the lover of Catharine,

decorated with the title of prince, and grand

mafter of the artillery, enjoyed all the authority

formerly poffeffed by Orloff, Lanfko'i, and Po-

temkin. Minifters, generals, ambafladors, were

feen relbrting to the toilette of this favourite *,

to pay humbly their court to him, lure that thefe

acts of condefcending complaifance were the

moft effectual means of obtaining the approba-

tion of the emprefs.

The fifter of prince Zuboff was married to

the chamberlain Jerebzoff. This lady, hand-

fome and very gallant, employed a part of hef

* One example may fuffice to (hew the reverence in

which the favourite is held by the Ruffians. ZubofF kept

a little monkey, of that fpecies called the Sapajou, full of

tricks and very troublefome, who was offenfive to every

bcdy, and whom every body carefTed, in order to pleafe his

mallei-. One day, this animal jumped on the head of a

general officer, highly drefTed and powdered; and, after

having well touzled his hair, voided his excrement upon it,

without fo far ruffling the fpirit of the general as to make'

him venture to complain of the affront.

revenue*
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revenues in acts of -beneficence, and often failed

in an affignation with a lover, to go and relieve

the diftrefted. She abhorred the court, was an

enemy to all etiquette, and avoided great com-

panies. The britifh minifter attached himfelf

to her, and, through her influence joined to

that of the favourite, fucceeded in pacifying the

emprefs, whom the late turkim war had irri-

tated againft the court of London.

The intimate confidant of ZubofF was one of

his relations, a volatile but fenfible young man,

to whom he had given a place of chamberlain,

and whofe advice he often followed.

ZubofF had befides great confidence in a

Raguzart, named Altefti. Placed at firft in the

counting- houfe of a free merchant of Conftan-

tinople, Altefti got acquainted with the ruffian

minifter Bulgakoff", who properly appreciating

the bold and pliant temper of this young Italian,

attached him to his legation, and brought him

to Warfaw. The agreeable manners of Altefti

attracted the notice of fome poliih ladies of great

confideration, who procured for him the office

of envoy to Peterfburg, where he caballed with

equal addrefs and ingratitude againft his patron,

and at laft fucceeded fo far as to get him recalled.

At the fame time he found means to intereft

ZubofF in his behalf, who too^ him as hts fecre-

tary,
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tary *, and admitted him into the myfteries of his

little conclave.

Among the perfons of whom we are fpeaking,

were feveral who had confiderable influence in

the cabinet of Peterfburg, but not fo much as to

direct its bufinefs at their pleafure. The em-

prefs kept over them a vigilant eye ; and not-

withstanding her advanced age, fhe employed

herfelf fome hours every day with her miniftcrs,

and decided of herfelf in all important affairs.

About this time the emprefs concluded a

new treaty of commerce with Great Britain f

;

that which had expired in 1786 not having

been renewed. Her majefty at the fame time

published two edicts, prohibiting the importation

of french merchandize into her dominions.

This was a double triumph for the Englifri ; as

the new treaty of commerce extended their

privileges, and they reafonably hoped to be able

to fubftitute the fluffs of India and their own

manufacture, for thofe of Lyons, and the

wines of Madeira and Oporto for the wines of

France.

* Zuboff had} for the department of war, another fecre-

tary, named Graboffsky, who had been in the fecretariatc

of prince Potemkin under Bopoff; and in that of foreiga

affairs, the Lorrainer Aubert.

f It was fignedthe 25th of March 1793.

7 They
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They obtained ftill more. Catharine promifed

fhortly to join their Meet with a ruffian fquadron;

and orders were even fentto accelerate the arma-

ments at Cronftadt. Stackelberg preffed the

court of Stockholm not to keep the neutrality

with France ; and Krudener, animated with the

fame fpirit, tormented with his follicitations the

court of Copenhagen. But the Swedes and the

Danes, who only confidered the advantages of

their commerce, remained inflexible:

The grand fignior fent to Petersburg an am-

baffador*, offering magnificent prefents to the

emprefs and her miniftersfi and her majefty at

the fame time fent off to Conftantinople general

Kutuzoff, with the title of ambaffador extra-

ordinary. Kutuzoff employed both prayers

and menaces to determine the Porte to expel

all the French from the ottoman territory ; but

in vain. The divan, exafperated at the de-

fertion of the Englifh, who had abandoned them

in the laft war, and being convinced of their

true interefts by the french minifter Defcorches,

preferved the refpect due to a nation whom
they regarded as their molt antient and faithful

ally.

* Rafchid Mebemet effendi.

f Among thefe prefents was" a complete tent ornamented

with pearls, and eftimated to be worth 30,000 rubles.

YQL. III. E E In
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In the mean time, the ambafTador of Rufiia

at Stockholm, and the fwedifh party attached to

that power, were perpetually caballing to de-

prive the duke of Sudcrmania of the regency,

and to give the young king a council to admi-

nifter the government under the protection of

the emprefs. A confpiracy was even formed,

which was detected at the very moment when it

was ready to break out; but for giving a juft

idea of it, it will be neceflary to revert to a

former period.

In 1782, Guftavus III. made a teftament, by

which he provided, that, in cafe of his deceafe,

his fon Guftavus Adolphus, conformably to the

fundamental laws of the kingdom, mould not

aflfume the reins of government till arrived at the

age ofone and twenty. When the war broke out

between him and Ruffia, he made a lecond, by

which the majority of Guftavus Adolphus was

fixed at 18, on account of the unexpected pro-

grefs which that young prince had made in his

fhidies. By thefe teftaments the regency was

given to the duke of Sudermania, together

with all the prerogatives of royalty, except

that of creating nobles and conferring knight-

hood.

When the phyficians had declared to Guf-

tavus III. that his death was inevitable from the

wound
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wound he had received of the traitor Ankar-

ftroem, the monarch made a third will, in

which, ftill leaving the regency to the duke of

Sudermania, he obliged him to take into his

council baron von Armfeldt and baron von

Taube. As foon as the king was dead, this

codicil was prefented to the duke, who read it,

and then threw it into the fire.

No' mention was therefore made of any will,

except the two former, which, on their being

prefented to the tribunal of the courts bore all

the marks of authenticity, and in purfuance of

which the duke of Sudermania was declared

regent. That prince immediately recalled the

baron von Reuterholm, who, on the breaking

up of the diet of 1789, had retired into Italy >

and, without any other title, Reuterholm be-

came the principal counfellor, or rather the

prime minifter of the regent.

Almoft all the friends of Guftavus III. were

devoted to Ruflia, and had difperfed. Arm-

feldt pafled into Italy, becaufe, contrary to his

inclination, he had been appointed minifter

plenipotentiary to the court of Naples. But,

though at a diftance from Stockholm, that

minifter was not the lefs active in endeavouring

to deprive the duke of Sudermania of the

s e 2 regency,
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regency, and even of his life. He kept up a

regular correfpondence with the court of Peters-

burg, by means of the Ragufan Altefti, fecre-

tary to Zuboff, and drew up the plan of a con-

fpiracy, in which were comprehended the friends

whom he had left in Sweden. He now thought

himfelf on the point of fucceeding. But all his

fleps had been obferved by fpies, who followed

him every -where : his papers were taken from

him, fent into Sweden, and laid before the

tribunal of the court, who immediately arretted

his accomplices, and brought them to judg-

ment.

1795. The greater part of the papers rela-

tive to this trial were printed, and proved incon-

teftibly to the fwedifh nation, that the confpi-

rators were acting in concert with Ruftia, and

relied on the affifcance of that power.

Thefe circumftances were not adapted to the

reftoration of harmony between the two courts.

They rather widened rhe breach from day to

day ; and the notes which the ruffian minifters

loon after prefented to the court of Stockholm

were conceived in menacing terms 3 to which

the fwedifh miniftry always replied with firmnefs

and decency.

The regent had refolved to bring about a match

between the young king of Sweden and a princefs

of
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of the houfe of Mecklenburg. The marriage was

even agreed on, and the princefs of Mecklenburg

declared future queen of Sweden. At this the

emprefs teftified great difpleafure ; pretending

that Guftavus III. had promifed her the hand of

his fon for one of the young grand ducheffes

;

and me looked upon the failure in the execution

of that promife as a perfonal affront to her. Ac-

cordingly, when count Schverinwas commiffioned

to go and announce at Peterfburg the marriage

of the young king, Catharine, who had been

previoufly apprized of the object of his million,

difpatched a courier to meet him on the

borders of Finland, to forbid him to enter

Ruffia*.

Soon after this, the emprefs made choice of

the baron von Budberg to be her majefty's charge

d'affaires at Stockholm j who, by an affected

contempt for the court of Sweden, gave that

cabinet room to fufpect that this agent had been

particularly felected for that purpofe on account

of his inexperienced age and his exceflive pride :

for, if it had been recommended to him to

fhew a confiderable degree of ftatelinefs and

* The regent contented hlmfelf with caufing to be

pubhfhed, on this occafion, the declaration which the

reader may fee in the Appendix to this volume, No. xiv.

e e 3 infolence,
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infolence, he neverthclefs certainly exceeded his

orders *.

1796. The mifunderftanding between Swe-

den and RulTia feemed now to be arrived at its

height, when a french emigrant, named Chriftin,

made his appearance at Stockholm f. He had

come from England to Gothemburg, and gave

out that he was charged with a minion from the

count d'Artois to the emprefs of Rufiia. But

this was only the better to conceal the real

object of his journey, as it was afterwards well

known that he had fecret orders to incline the

regent to an accommodation with the emprefs.

His negotiation was attended with fuccefs ; and

Toon afterwards general Bud berg, uncle of the

charge d'affaires, arrived in Sweden, with the

title of ambafTador from the emprefs.

* In a company where the greater part of the ladies of

the court were prefent, and where the men were all unco-

vered, he was fo unpolite as to keep his hat on his head.

It was previous to his prefentation at court. Accordingly,

the day on which he was prefented, the regent fpoke not a

word to him ; but, having his horfewhip in his hand, kept

ilriking it repeatedly on his boot, as if his fingers itched to

ftrike elfewhere.

-}• In the month of January, Chriftin wore a fwifs uni-

form, and gave out that he was an officer in the fervice of

that nation.

> - General
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General Budberg informed the^ regent of the

intentions of his fovereign. She requefted that

that prince and baron von Reuterholm would

difpofe the young king to repudiate the princefs

of Mecklenburg, in order to efpoufe one of the

grand-daughters of Catharine j and that they

would moreover engage him not to exact of

his confort a conformity to the law by which the

queens of Sweden are bound to adopt the reli-

gion of the country : laftly, fhe was defirous that

the regent and Reuterholm mould accompany

the young king to Peterfburg.

Catharine fpoke : fhe was obeyed. The
regent, with his royal ward *, his minifter, and a

great train of courtiers, repaired to Peterfburg f.

The pride of the emprefs was fatisfied : fhe

now difplayed nothing more than her magnifi-

cence.

The young king feemed greatly affected at

the benevolence that was fhewn him by the

emprefs ; but he was (till more fo at the charms

of the grand duchefs Alexandra. The fight of

her made him eafily forget the prinqefs of Meek-

* The young king Guftavus Adolphus took the title

pf count von Haga, and the regent that of count von.

Vafa.

f They arrived there the 24th of Auguft.

e e 4 lenburg

:
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lenburg : propofals of marriage were made on

the fpot, and the day fixed for the ceremony of

the efpoufals, which was to be followed by a

grand entertainment, When the contract was

prefented to the king for his fignature, he ob-

ferved, to the great aftonifhment of the imperial

family, that the fundamental laws of Sweden

obliged him to require, that the princefs fhould

previoufly change her religion -, and that, without

this condition, he could not put his hand to the

contrail:.

Catharine at firft had reccurfe to follicitations

and flatteries to perfuade the young monarch to

fign the deed. But, perceiving that they were

ineffectual towards bringing him to alter his

refoiution, me coldly role up, and retired. She

was followed by the grand duke, the grand

duchefs, and their children. Nothing more was

heard of the entertainment : and on the morrow

Guftavus Adolphus and his retinue quitted

Feterfburg.

Catharine had conquered, either by her arms

or by her intrigues, almoft one half of Poland,

the Krimea, the Kuban, and a part of the fron-

tiers of Turkey. But fhe had no need of arma-

ments and battles for ufurping another rich and

well-peopled country. Her intrigues "were fuf-

fieicnt.
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ficient. This country was Courland and Semi-

gallia, where ftiil reigned the feeble Ton* of the

famous Biren.

It was long fince the emifTaries of Ruffia had

been fuccefsful in their attempts to gain over

leveral of the principal barons of Courland, and

particularly the counfellor Hoven, an eloquent,

complying, and ambitious man. The courifh.

nobles f were often attracted to Peterfburg

;

where the flattering reception of the emprefs,

diftinctions, honours, polls, and pleafures, ren-

dered their abode in the imperial refidence far

preferable to continuing in Mittau, and raifed

in them the defire of being under the fway of

the fovereign of a vaft empire, rather than to

live in obedience to a duke, the obfcurity of

whofe origin they could not forget, and whom
they regarded as their inferior.

For inducing the people to partake in this

fentiment of the nobles, Catharine artfully raifed

a fpirit of diffenfion in their minds, and threw

out reafons of alarm. She began by inftigating

the inhabitants of Livonia to infill upon the

fulfilment of an ancient convention, by which

* Duke Peter.

f The principal of thefe nobles are the families of

Manteufel, Bahr, Klopmann, KorfF, Grothaus, Safs, Igel-

ftrom, See.

'the
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the Courlanders were obliged to bring all their

merchandizes to Riga : certainly a very ftrange

and hard condition, by which a nation, that had

on its coafts excellent harbours happily fituated,

(hould be obliged to go, at a great expence, to

embark the produces of its foil in a foreign city.

But what cannot force effect ? and what will not

ambition dare ? The quarrel between the Li-

vonians and the Courlanders was not yet termi-

nated, when the emprefs fent engineers into

Courland, to mark out a canal, to facilitate the

'tranfport of the merchandizes of that country

into Livonia. The Courlanders feeing this,

and fearing left they fhould be foon forced to

make ufe of this canal, thought it better for

them to be protected than oppreifed by the

emprefs, and to be her fubjects rather than her

neighbours.

Catharine, being informed of thefe difpofitions,

called the duke of Courland to her, under the

pretext of having occafion to confer with him

on matters of importance. But no fooner was

that prince at the foot of the throne of the auto-

cratrix of the north, than the Hates of Courland

held an afTembly. The nobility propofed to

withdraw the country from the fupremacy of

Poland, and to put it under that of Ruflla.

The principal members of the grand council

9 made
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made a faint oppofition to this alteration, by

obferving, that before they proceeded to a refo-

lution, it would be expedient to wait the return

of the duke. The oberburgraff Hoven rofe up,

and fpoke a long time in favour of Rufiia.

Some counfellors expreffed themfelves of his

opinion, and others reproached him with treafon.

The difpute grew warm on both fides; chal-

lenges were reciprocally given, and fwords were

about to be drawn, when the ruffian general

Pahlen appeared in the alTembly. His prefence

reftored tranquillity. No one prefumed to raife

his voice againft Rufiia ; and the propofal of

the nobles was adopted.

The next day * the act was drawn up, by

which Courland, Semigallia, and the circle of

Pilten, made a formal furrender of themfelves

to the emprefs of Rufiia ; and it was carried to

Petersburg, where the duke of Courland learnt,

from the mouth of his own fubjecls, that they

themfelves had deprived him of his dominions f .

* The 1 8th of March 1795. This lingular ad may be

f'een in the Appendix to this volume, No. xv.

-}* It mould feem that the duke was aware of this intended

fpoliation, as he had bought up feveral eftates in Prufiia,

the duchy of Sagan in Silefia, the domains of Rothenburg,

and Frederiksfeldt in Brandenburg. He was already pof-

feffed, in Silefia, of the counties of Vartenberg, of Balin,

and of Gofchutz.

The
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The emprefs immediately fent a governor

thither.

However, fome difcontent remained in Cour-

Iand : difcontent brought on profcription ; and

the poffeffions of the profcribed were given to

the courtiers of Catharine. The favourite

Plato Zuboff and his brother Valerian obtained

a great part of thefe rich and" flhameful fpoils.

The acquisition of Courland was of great

value to Ruffia. That country produces much

corn and timber, in both of which a great com-

merce is carried on ; and it has feveral ports

advantageoufly fituated in the Baltic. As a

country not fo particularly known to the reft

of Europe as many of its neighbouring flates,

an account of it here would be highly intereft-

ing, but our limits will not permit. We fhall

only obferve, that Liebau is a great augment-

ation to the immenle wealth of Ruffia ; and

that Vindau will doubtlefs become one day the

ilation of her fleets. That port, which is never

obftructed by ice, would be eafily made able to

contain ioo fhips of the line, which would at

any time keep Denmark and Sweden in awe.

Though the peaceful love reign of fo many

ufurped dominions, Catharine was perpetually

taking frefh mealures to annex them infeparably

to her eftates. Prince Repnin and general

Toutoulmin
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Toutoulmin exacted in her name a new oath of

allegiance, the one in Lithuania, the other in,

Poland *
j and the miferable inhabitants of thofe

countries, who dared to refufe to fubmit to that

cruel formality, were inftantly defpoiled of the

heritage of their fathers and driven from their

natal foil.

The emprefs, who had fo long given unavail-

ing promifes of affiftance to the concert of kings

againft France, yielded to the follicitations of the

favourite Zuboff, to which he had been con-

ftantly ftimulated by his fitter, the britifh mi-

nifter, and Efterhazy. She determined j- to join

the englifh navy with a fquadron of twelve fhips

of the line and eight frigates, the command

whereof was given to admiral HanikoffJ. Bur,

never making treaties without a view to the

benefit of her country, it was ftipulated on her

part that the fhips mould be provifioned at

the expence of her ally, and fent home in

* The form of the oath to be taken individually by the

Lithuanians and the Poles, is inferted in the Appendix to

this volume, No. xvi.

f The 22d of July 1795.

$ Hanikoff is a very deferving officer, fpeaks englifh re-

markably well, and was to have accompanied commodore

James Trevenen on the intended voyage of difcovery, which

was laid afide on the breaking out of the fwedifh war.

thorough
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thorough repair, by which means her raw ma

riners were difciplined, and her crazy vefTels,

moftly of fir timber, and which would hardly

bear the fea, were completely refitted.

Catharine had married * her grandfon Alex-

ander with the princefs Louifa of Baden-Dur-

lach j-; and was now defirous of giving a fpoufe

to prince Conftantine. She invited to her court

the three daughters of the prince of Saxe-

Coburg ; and, after having feme time hefitated

in her choice, fhe determined in favour of the

youngeft, who, on becoming grand duchefs,

took the name of Anna FeodorovnaJ.

But thefe quiet ufurpations, thefe treaties and

alliances, were not fufHcient to give full occupa-

tion to the mind of Catharine. Inured to con-

queft, fhe turned her. arms againft Perfia ; and,

under pretence of defending Lolf-Ali-khan, an

offspring of the race of the fophis, fhe wanted to

take revenge on Aga-Mahmed and to gain

pofleflion of the perfian provinces which border

on the Cafpian. Her minifter at Conftantinople

therefore had orders to prefs the Porte to fecond

* The 21ft of May 1793.

. f On embracing the greek religion, the princefs Louifa

of Baden-Durlach took the name of Elizabeth Alexievna.

% The 14th of February 1796. .

her
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her defigns. But, although ftrongly fupported

by the reis-effendi Rafchid-Mehemet, the divan

remained immovable.

Valerian ZubofF, at the head of a numerous

army, penetrated into the province of Dagheftan,

and advanced to lay fiege to Derbent. His

firft attack was directed againfl a high tower

which defended the place j and, after having

made himfelf mailer of it, and put the whole

garrifon to the fword, he was preparing to make

an afTault upon the town. The Perfians, inti-

midated by the former fucceffes and the im-

petuofity of the Ruffians, cried out for quarter 3

and the commandant, a venerable old man, of

the amazing age of 120 years, and the fame

who, at the commencement ofthe prefent century,

had furrendered Derbent to Peter I, came now
to deliver the keys to Valerian ZubofF.

Aga-Mahmed was advancing with fuccours to

the relief of Derbent, when he heard that the

place was already in the hands of the Ruffians.

Valerian ZubofF came forth from the place

to offer him battle, in which victory declared

for the Perfians, who forced their enemies to

return into Derbent. Catharine, being informed

of this defeat, immediately gave orders for a

body of troops which Ihe had in the Kuban

to go and reinforce the army of Valerian ZubofF,

not
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not doubting that her general would very fbon

•give a total defeat to Aga-Mahmed.

She alio flattered herfelf with the hopes of

obtaining a greater triumph. The n:w treaty

which fhe had juft concluded with (

i

jtain

and with Auftria, fecured to her the affiftancc of

thofe two powers againft Turkey : in a word,

{he now reckoned on the full accomplifhment of

her darling project, of driving the Ottomans

out of Europe and of reigning in Constantinople.

In that cafe the vaft empire of Catharine

would have for its frontiers, the thracian Be.

phorus to the fouth, the gulf of Bothnia to the

north, the Viftula to the weft, and the fea of

Japan to the eaft.

But death deceived her hopes. On the morn-

ing of the ath of IS^jvember, Hie was in good

fpirits, and took her coffee as ufual. Some

time after this fhe retired to her clofet; where,

after remaining a full half hour, the women who

waited on her, not feeing her return, began to be

alarmed -

3 and, on entering the outer room in

which it was, they found her ftretched on the

parquet with her feet againft the door, and

fpeechlefs. Upon this, a meffenger was d\i-

patched to Dr, John Rogeilbn, her majefty's

chief phyfician, who, judging it to be a fit

of apoplexy, ordered her twice to be let blood,,

on
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Oft which the emprefs at firft appeared to be

fomewhat relieved -, but fhe was unable to utter

a fingle word, and at ten o'clock in the evening

of the following day, fhe expired*.

The grand duke was at his country palace of

Gatfhinaj to which place an officer was fent off

to apprize him of the danger of his mother.

He repaired to Peterfburg, and at the inftant

when fhe ceafed to breathe, was proclaimed

emperor by the name of Paul I.

We fhall not attempt to trace in new colours

the character of Catharine II. The hiftory we

have now been writing fufficiently difplays it.

To the little that has been faid before, we fhall

only fubjoin a few words on her perfon.

Thatprincefs had been handfome in her youth,

and fhe preferved a gracefulnefs and majefty

to the laft. period of her life. She was of a

moderate flature, but well proportioned; and,

as fhe carried her head very high, fhe appeared

rather tall. She had an open front, an aquiline

* Catharine, through life, had been feldom out of order ;

and her even and cheerful frame of mind perhaps contributed

to the prefervation of her health. She fuffered a little,

latterly, by fwellings in the legs, and was fometimes fubjeft

to a trifling colic. She loft all confeioufnefs from the

moment of her laft attack.—Her good genius preferved her

from the pains of a lingering illnefs ; and fhe died fortunately

as fhe had always lived.

vol. in. f f nofe
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nofe, an agreeable mouth, and her chin, thougn

long, was not mis-fhapen. Her hair was au-

burn, her eyebrows black and rather thick -

y and

her blue eyes * had a gentlenefs which was often

affected, but oftener flill a mixture of pride.

Her phyfiognomy was not deficient in expref-

lion y but that exprefiion never difcovered what

was paffing in the foul of Catharine, or rather it

ferved her the better to difguife it.

The emprefs was ufually drefled in the ruffian

manner. She wore a green gownf, fomewhat

ihort, forming in front a kind of veft, and with

clofe fleeves reaching to the wrift. Her hair,

(lightly powdered, flowed upon her moulders,

topped with a fmall c&p covered with diamonds.

In the latter years of her life fhe put on a great

deal of rouge ; for fhe was ftill defirous to pre-

vent the impreflions of time from being vifible

on her face ; and fhe always obferved the ftricteft

temperance J.

* Several perfons who lived at the court of that princefs

affirm, that Catharine II. had very blue eyes, and not

brown, as is faid by M. Rulhieres.

f Green is the favourite colour with the Ruffians. Seve-

ral of their uniforms are green.

if She made but a light breakfaft, ate moderately at

dinner, and never had any fupper. When fhe read in fo-

reign prints, that fhe had a dropfy and a fcirrhous complaint,.

<and that fhe could not live long, fhe affe&ed to laugh at it ;

but near obfervers aflert,that fhe was fecretly hurt at the time

7 We
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We promifed to give a ftatement of the pre-

fents received by the favourites of Catharine.

The following has been given us by perfons well

informed

:

Rubles.

The five brothers Orloff received 45,000

peafants ; and in lands, palaces, jewels, plate,

and money — — —
1 7,000,000

Vis sen sky, officer of the guards, about

two months in favour — — 300,000

Vassiltschikoff, fimple lieutenant of

the guards, received, in' the 22 months that

he was in favour :

An eitate with 7000 peafants upon it, efti-

mated at — — — 600,000

In money — — — 100,000

In jewels — — — 60,000

In plate — — — 50,000

A palace furnifhed — — 100,000

A penfion of 20,000 rubles per annum, nearly 200,000

The order of St.Alexander Nefsky.

Total 1,100,000

Prince Potemkin received, in the two

firfl years, about nine millions.

He afterwards accumulated immenfe riches.

He had great eflates in Poland, and in all the

provinces of Ruffia. One of his book-cafes

was full of gold, diamonds, and notes of

the banks of London, Amfterdam, and

Venice. His fortune was eftimated at — 50,000,000

F F 2 Zavo-
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Rubier.

Zavodoffsky received, in 18 months,

lands in Poland with 2000 peafants, in the

Ukraine with 6000, and in Rufiia with 1800.

Thefe eftates were eftimatcd at — 1,000,000

He received in money — — 150,000

In plate — — — 50,000

In jewels — — — 80,000

In a penfion on the cabinet of 10,000

rubles a year — — — 100,000

Total 1,380,000

The ribbon of the white eagle of Poland.

Zoritch received, in one year, the ribbon

of the order of the fword, of Sweden, and

that of the white eagle of Poland.

An eftate in Poland, of — — 500,000

One in Livonia, of5ohaaks — 100,000

A commandery in Poland, produced

12,000 rubles yearly, valued at — 120,000

In money — — *— 500,000

In jewels — — — 200,000

Total 1,420,000

Korzakoff received, in 16 months, the

ribbon of the white eagle of Poland, the

palace of Vaffiltfchikoff re-purchafed for him — 100,000

An eftate with 4000 peafants .—

-

400,000

In money and jewels — ~ , 150,000

The liquidation of his debts — 100,000

To fit him out for travelling — 1 00,000

Gratification while on his travels — 70,000

Total 920,000

Lanskoi
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Rubles.

L.ANS K01 received, in eftates or money 3,000,000

In diamonds •— — —

-

80,000

To pay his debts — — — 80,000

A palace valued at — — 100,000

Total 3,260,000

Moreover, his fifter and his coufin were

admitted into the number of maids of honour

to the emprefs, and received many prefents

not brought into the account.

Yermoloff received, in 16 months, the

ribbon of the white eagle of Poland.

An eftate valued at — — 100,000

Another with 3000 peafants — 300,000

In money — — <— 150,000

Total 550,000

Mom onoff received, in 2 6 months, in eftates 600,000

In money — — — 200,000

In jewels — — — 80,000

Total 880,000

Plato Zuboff was decorated with the

title of prince, and with feveral ribbons, and

appointed grand mafter of the artillery. He
received large eftates in Ruffia, in Poland,

and in Courland. His fortune, exclufive of

moveables and jewels, amounts to about

100,000 per annum, and confequently

valued at — — — 2,500,000

His moveables and his jewels — 200,000

Total 2,700,000

F f 3 Vai-sriam
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Valerian Zuboff received great funis in

money, eftates in Poland and in.Courland,

and a penfion of 1 2,000 rubles, payable in

gold. The whole may be eftimated at

To thefe gifts mufl be added the expendi-

ture of the favourite, eftimated at 1,250,000

rubles per annum, which, during the 34 years

of the reign of Catharine II. amounts to

Ruble:,

800,000

8,500,000

Sum total 88,820,000

We have fo often had occafion to fpeak of

the wars and the conquefts of Catharine II. that

we fhould not be eafily excufed for omitting an

account of the forces of her empire, and all the

means in her pofTefTion, independent on her

policy and uncommon talents, for eftablifhing

and enlarging her power. Here follows then a

fuccinct ftate of the

ARMY.

In 1794 the ruffian army was compofed of

eight divifions, each of 50,000 men ; and thefe

divifions had their particular generals. 1. The

divifion of Finland, commanded by the prince

of Anhalt, kinfman to the emprefs, 2. The

divifion of Livonia, commanded by field-

marfhal Ivan Soltikoff. 3. The divifion of

Mosco,
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Mosco, commanded by general Prozoroffsky.

4. The divifion of White Russia, under the

orders of general Mikelfon, conqueror of the

rebel Pugatfheff. 5. The divifion of the

Ukraine, commanded by field-marfhal Suva-

roffRimnikfky. 6. The divifion ofCaucasus,

under orders of general Goudovitch, who took

from the Turks the fortreffes of Anapa and of

Sudyuk-kaly. 7. The divifion of Ufa, com-

manded by general Reck, having under him

general Chardon, a native of Avignon. 8. The

divifion of Siberia, commanded by general

Strandmann.

Thefe eight divifions were

dated to form a regular army of 400,000 men.

The artillery, of which the

favourite Plato Zuboff was

grand matter, reckoned about 30,000

Three regiments of foot-

guards, and a regiment of

horfe-guards — — 10,000

The Kofaks of the Don, the

Tartars of Taurida, the Kal-

muks, and feveral other ho rdes,

furniftied, in irregular troops,

nearly — — — 120,000

Total of the army 550,000

f f 4 This
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This army was completed by the recruits

which the proprietors of eftates were obliged to

furnifh, fometimes by raifing one man out of

every 500 of their peafants, fometimes out of

300, fometimes out of 100*.

* In the war before laft againfl the Turks, it once

happened, that one man out of 35 was taken, to recruit

the army of marmal Romantzoif.

This method of recruiting, though convenient to the

emprefs, was ruinous to the empire, and was attended with

horrible abufes. The officers employed in levying recruits,

after {tripping naked all the men prefented to them, cut the

hair from behind of thofe they rejected, and the hair over

the forehead of fuch as they accepted. They were obliged

to felect only found men, exempt from all bodily blemiih ;

but by means of a flight gratification, they were induced

to take fuch as the mailers wanted to get rid of, and who

often were not even aole to bear the fatigues of the journey.

Befides, the mailers were obliged to give a certain fum of

money to thefe recruits ; the relations almoil always added

fomething to this fum ; and all this was trufled to the of&t

cer, whofe intereu it was that the recruits mould not join

the army, that he might keep what belonged to them.

Accordingly, he fed them fo badly, and fatigued them fo

much, that fometimes not more than a third reached the

place of their deilination. It was very well authenticated,

that of 60,000 men raifed in a diilrift, to recruit the

army of prince Potemkin, only 1 8co were able to join that

army.

NAVY,
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NAVY.

The fleet of the Baltic was eftablimed by

Peter I. at St. Peterfburg, at Cronftadt, and at

Reval.

In 1793, this fleet was compofed of 34 (hips

of the line *, and 12 frigates.

In 1794, admiral Pavlifhen brought from

Archangel to Cronftadt y, fix mips ofthe line and

four frigates: in all, 40 fhips of the line and 16

frigates.

Befides thefe there were feveral bomb-ketches,

gun* boats, cutters, and other fmall veffels.

The galley-fleet of the Baltic confided of

near 400 gallies, which for the moll part

mounted guns.

The fleet of the Euxine, eftablifhed by

Peter I. was but of little confequence, till the

time when prince Potemkin took pofTefiion of

the Krimea.

* There were in number 49 ; but we fpeak here only of

fuch as were fit to keep the fea.

<f The fhips built in the ports of the Baltic are of oak,

and thofe which come from Archangel of larch timber.

In
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In 1793, there were at Sevaftopol and Adji-

bey *, under the orders of admiral Utfchakoff,

eight fliips of the line, of from 66 to 74 guns,

and twelve frigates from 36 to 40 guns f.

At Nicolayeff and at Adji-der J, 200 che-

beks, gun-boats, and other veflels with oars.

The fquadron of the Caspian was eftablifhed

by tzar Alexey Michailovitch, the father of

Peter I.

In 1793 it was compofed of three fmall fri-

gates, one bomb-ketch, and five corvettes.

EXPENCES.
Rubles.

The fupport of the army cofts

fomewhat lefs than — ~ — 6,000,000

The fupport of the navy about 1,500,000

All the other ordinary expences

amount to — —- — 3,500,000

Total 11,000,000

* Adji-bey is a harbour newly conftru&ed for large fhips,

between Otchakoff and the Dniefter.

T Almofl all the cannons were of brafs.

% Adji-der is at the mouth of the Liman and of the

Dniefter.

REVENUES,



EMPRESS CATHARINE II, 443

REVENUES.
Rubles.

The revenues of Ruma, pro-

ceeding from the capitation, the

tributes, the produce of the mines,

the duties on merchandize, mo-

nopolies, &c. amount to about 32,500,000

From Taurida and Caucafus 3,000,000

From Poland, about — 7,000,000

From Courland, about —- 2,000,000

Total of the revenues 45,000,000

Accordingly, a furplus of revenue remained

of 34,000,000 of rubles, which was employed

to the maintenance of the tribunals, the various

public inftitutions, in penfions, in entertain-

ments, in prefents, and extraordinaries of all

kinds. It was not fufficient for the admini-

ftration of Catharine II. fince me frequently

raifed loans in Holland, Genoa, Venice, and

other countries.

TITLE OF THE EMPRESS.

By the grace of God, Catharine IJ. *, emprefs

and autocratrix of all the Ruffias, of Mofco,

* The fovereigns of Rufila never put their name before

that of the Almighty Monarch of the Univerfe.

Kiffi
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Kieff, Vladimir, Novgorod, tzarina of Kafan,

tzarina of Aftrakhan, tzarina of Siberia, tzarina

of the Tauridan Cherfonnefe, lady of Pfkove,

and grand duchefs of Smolenfk, princefs of

Efthonia, Livonia, Karelia*, Tver, Yugoriaf,

Permia, Viatka, Bulgaria, and other countries :

lady and grand duchefs of Novgorod of the

low country J, of Tfchernigoff, Riafan, Polotfk,

RoftofF, Yaroflavl, Bielofero, Udoria§, Ob-

doria (I,
JCondia^, Vitepfk, Mftiflavl, fove-

reign

* By Karelia is meant the prefent government of Vyburg,

generally called Finland.

f This is a part of the government of Archangel,

namely, the diftrict of Puflozero, about the mouth of the

Petfchora. Yugoria is an obfolete name, of which fome

few appear in the imperial title, which have been retained

from very remote periods : commonly they denote but fmall

tracts of country.

J Meaning Nifhney-Novgorod : nt/hney in rufs fignifies

tow.

§ Likewifc an obfolete name, which formerly denoted

the region about the river Mefen, efpecially towards ;ts

mouth.

|| By this obfolete name, originating from the river Obe,

is meant the region adjacent to Berefoff, in the government

of Tobolfk. Tzar Vaflilli Ivanovitch was the firft who put

Obdoria into his title.

f In the ukaufes publifhed on the acceffion to the go-

vernment, beginning with the imperial title, e. g. of the year

1762, and in other public a&s which contain it, we find

Condmia 3
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reign of the whole northern region, and lady of

the country of Iveria *j of the kartalinian and

grufinian tzars j-, and of the kabardinian country,

of the Tfcherkafiians, and of the mountain-

princes, and of others hereditary lady and fove-

reign.

In the letter of grace, granted by the emprefs

to all the nobility, fhe adds the following illuf-

tration :
cc It is known to all nations, that this

" title of our fole fovereignty is not that of art

" imaginary empire not in fubjeclion to us ; nor

" does it contain foreign principalities, provinces,

Condinia ; and fo fays Bufching. But in the two letters of

grace before mentioned, of the year 1785, it is exprefsly

written Kondia, and therefore that name is retained above

:

moreover, as it denotes the region circumjacent to the river

Konda, where it falls into the Irtifli, it may properly be fo

called. It is found in the imperial title ever fince the reign

of Vaffilli Ivanovitch.

* Perfons of extenfive information, of whom we inquired,

were unable to point out the fituation of this place : perhaps

we mould look for it in the diftricl of Valdai, where the

famous old Iverian monaftery is Hill Handing.

f That is, the georgian tzars. We have feen, in the

foregoing hiilory, that the tzar of Kartalinia, in the year

1783, fubmitted himfelf, his fucceflbrs, and all his domi-

nions, folemnly and publicly, to the ruffian fovereignty

;

but thefe countries long before appeared in the imperial

title, as the former tzars of them had put themfelve9 under

the ruffian protection,

" towns,
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U towns, and countries, but exprefies our wide-

" extended and numerous pofleflions by the
cc fhorteft denominations*.'*

It may further be remarked, that in the

earlier ukaufes and manifeflos, it always ran

:

C( By the grace of God, we Catharine II. &c."

but in the two letters of grace it is :
" By God's

" aflifting grace, we Catharine II. &c."—Ma-

jefty is expreflfed in rufs by velitfcheftvo, which

indeed (igniftes/overeignty, but originally imports

greatnejsy as derived from veliki great.

* Many countries and provinces, fubjeft to the ruffian

fovereignty, indeed do not appear by name in the imperial

title : for example, the country of the Kirguifes, and the

Tfchuktfchis lately brought into fubjedion to it, without

mentioning the iflands in the eaftern ocean, which never

belonged to Siberia.

END OF THE THIRD VOLUME,
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No. I.

ARMED NEUTRALITY.

The Memorial prefented to their High Mightinesses hy

Prince Gallitzin, the RuJJian Minifter, on the part of the

Empress his Sovereign.

HIGH AND MIGHTY LORDS,

1 HE underwritten envoy extraordinary from the emprefs

of all the Ruffias, has the honour to communicate to you a

copy of the declaration which the emprefs his Sovereign has

made to the belligerent powers. Your high mightineffes

may look upon this communication as a particular mark of

the attention of the emprefs for the republic, which is

equally interefted in the reafons which occafioned the de-

claration. He has further orders to declare to your high

mightineffes, in the name of her imperial majefty, that how

defirous foever fhe may be on the one hand to maintain the

ftri&eft neutrality during the prefent war, yet her majefty is

as determined to take the moft. efficacious means to fupport

the honour of the ruffian flag, the fecurity of the trade, andt

the navigation of her fubje&s, and not fuffer either to

be hurt by any of the belligerent powers ; that, in order to

prevent on this occafion any mifunderftanding or falfe inter-

pretation, fhe thought it neceffary to fpecify in the declara-

tion
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tion the limits of a free trade, and what is called contraband.

That, if the definition of the former is founded upon the

cleareft notions of natural right, the latter is literally taken,

from the treaty of commerce between Ruflia and Great

Britain, by which her imperial majefty means inconteftably

to prove her good faith and impartiality towards each party ;

that fhe confequently apprehends that the other trading

powers will immediately come into her way of thinking re-

lative to neutrality.

From thefe confiderations, her imperial majefty has or-

dered the underwritten to invite your high mightineffes

to make a common caufe with her, as fuch an union may

ferve to protect the trade and navigation, and at the fame

time obferve a ftri£t neutrality, and to communicate to your

high mightineiTes the regulation fhe has in confequence

taken.

The fame invitation has been made to the courts of Co-

penhagen, Stockholm, and Lifbon, in order that by the

United endeavours of all the neutral maritime powers, a

natural iyftem, founded on juflice, might be eftablifhed and

legalifed in favour of the trade of neutral nations, which by

its real advantages might ferve for a rule for future ages.

The underwritten does not doubt but your high mighti-

nefTes will, without delay, take the invitation of her im-

perial majefty into confideration, and concur in immediately

making a declaration to the belligerent powers, founded on

the fame principles as that of the emprefs, explaining at the

fame time the nature of a free and contraband trade, con-

formable to their refpecu've treaties with the other nations.

In conclufion, the underwritten has the honour to affure

your high mightinefTcs, that if, to eftablifh fuch a glorious

and advantageous fyflem upon the moll folid bafis, yoa

are deiirous to open a negotiation with the above-mentioned

neutral powers on this fubjedl, the emprefs, his fovereign, is

ready to join you.

Your mightinefTcs will eafily fee the neceflity of accelerat-

ing your resolutions upon objects of fuch importance and

advan-
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advantage for humanity in general. The underwritten begs

of you to give him a fpeedy anfwer.

Dmitri Prince Gallitzin..

Hague, April 3, 1780.

Declaration^t^ the Empress o/~Russia to the Courts

if London, Versailles, and Madrid.

THE emprefs of all the Ruflias has fo fully manifefled her

fentiments of equity and moderation, and has given fuch

evident proofs, during the courfe of the war that me fup-

ported againfl the Ottoman Porte, of the regard (he has for

the rights of neutrality and the liberty of univerfal commerce,

as all Europe can witnefs ; that- her conduct, as well as the

principles of impartiality which Ihe has difplayed during the

prefent war, juftly infpired her with the fulled confidence,

that her fubjects would peaceably enjoy the fruits of their

induftry and the advantages belonging to a neutral nation.

Experience has neverthelefs proved the contrary. Neither

the above-mentioned confiderations, nor the regard to the

rights of nations, have pi-evented the fubjects of her imperial

majefty from being often molelled in their navigation, and

Hopped in their operations, by thofe of the belligerent

powers.

Thefe impediments to the liberty of trade in general, -and to

that of Ruflla in particular, are of a nature to excite the at-

tention of all neutral nations. The emprefs finds herfelf

obliged therefore to fet it free by all the means compatible with

her dignity and the well-being of her fubjeds ; but, before

ihe puts this defigninto execution, and with a fincere intention

to prevent any future infringements, me thought it but juft

to publifh to all Europe the principles (he means to follow,

as the bell adapted to prevent any mifunderilanding, or

any occurrences that may occafion it. Her imperial majefty

does it with the more confidence, as ihe finds thefe principles

coincident with the primitive right of nations to which every

people may appeal, and which the belligerent powers cannot

vol. in, g g invalidate
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invalidate without violating the laws of neutrality, and

without difavowing the maxims
t
they have adopted in their

feveral treaties and public engagemei.ts.

They are reducible to the following points :

Firfc, That all neutral mips may freely navigate from port

to port, and on the coafts of nations at war.

Secondly, That the effects belonging to the fubje&s

of the faid warring powers (hall be free in all neutral veffels,

except contraband merchandife.

Thirdly, That the emprefs, as to the fpecification of the

above-mentioned merchandife, adheres to what is mentioned

in the ioth and nth articles of her treaty of commerce with

Great Britain, extending the terms of it to all the powers

at war.

Fourthly, That, to determine what is meant by a blocked*

up port, it is only to be undcrflood of one which is fo

completely guarded by the (hips of the power that attacks

it, and which are ftationed there, that it is dangerous for

any veffel to enter it.

Fifthly, That thefe principles ferve as a rule for proceed-

ings and judgments upon the legality of prizes.

Her imperial majefty, in publifhing thefe particulars, does

nothefitate to declare, that for maintaining them, and for pro-

tecting the honour of her flag, the fecurity of the trade and

navigation of her fubjecPcs, fhe has equipped the greateft part

of her maritime forces. This meafure will not, however, in-

fluence the ftrict. neutrality fhe doee obferve, and will obferve,

fo long as fhe is not provoked and forced to break the bounds

of moderation and perfect impartiality. It will be only in

this extremity that her fleet have orders to go wherever

honour, intereft, and neceflity may require.

In giving this folemn affurance with the ufual opennefs of

her character, the emprefs cannot do other than promife

herfelf that the belligerent powers, convinced of the fenti-

ments of juflice and equity which animate her, will con-

tribute towards the accomplifhment of thefe falutary pur-

poses, fo manifeftly tending, to the good of all nations, and

to
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to the advantage even of thofe at war. In conference of

which, her imperial majefty will furnifh her commanding

officers with inftru'&ions conformable to the above-mentioned

principles, founded upon the primitive laws of nations, and

fo often adopted in their conventions.

Answer from the Court of Great Britain to the De-
claration of the Empress of Russia; fent to the

British Envoy at Petersburg, April 2 3, 1780.

DURING the courfe of the war, wherein his britannic

majefty finds himfelf engaged through the unprovoked ag-

greffion of France and Spain, he hath conftantly manifefted

his fentiments of juftice, equity, and moderation, in every

part of his conduct.. His majefty hath afted towards friendly

and neutral powers according to their own procedure re-

fpedling Great Britain, and conformable to the cleareft

principles, generally acknowledged as the law of nations,

being the only law between powers where no treaties fubiift,

and agreeable to the tenor of his different engagements

with other powers ; thofe engagements have altered this

primitive law, by mutual ftipulations, proportioned to the

will and convenience of the contracting parties.

Strongly attached to her majefty of all the Ruflias, by the

ties of reciprocal friendfhip, and common intereft, the king,

from the commencement of thofe troubles, gave the moffc

precife orders refpefting the flag of her imperial majefty, and

the commerce of her fubjefts, agreeable to the law of

nations, and the tenor of the engagements ftipulated by his

treaty of commerce with her, and to which he mall adhere

with the moft fcrnpulous exa£tnefs.

The orders to this intent have been renewed, and the

utmoft care will be taken for their ftrifteft execution.

It may be prefumed, not the leaft irregularity will happen ;

but in cafe any infringements, contrary to thefe repeated

orders, take place, the courts of admiralty, which in this,

GGJ Jike



45 2 APPENDIX, NO. I.

like all other countries, are eflablifhecl to take cognizance of

fuch matters, and in all cafes do judge folely by the law of

nations, and by the fpecific ftipulations of different treaties,

will redrefs every hardfhip in fo equitable a manner, that her

imperial majefty (hall be perfectly fatisfied, and acknowledge

a like fpirit of juftice which fhe herfelf poffeffes.

Answer from the King of France to the Declaration

of the Empress of Russia.

THE war in which the king is engaged having no other

motive than the attachment of his majefty to the freedom of

the feas, he could not but with the trueft fatisfaction fee the

emprefs of Ruffia adopt the fame principle, and refolve to

maintain it. That which her imperial majefty claims from

the belligerent powers is no other than the rules already

prefcribed to the french marine, the execution of which

is maintained with an exactitude known and applauded by

all Europe.

The liberty of neutral veffels, restrained only in a few

cafes, is the direft confequence of neutral right, the fafe-

guard of all nations, and the relief even of thofe at

war. The king has been defirous, not only to procure

a freedom of navigation to the fubjefts of the emprefs of

Ruffia, but to thofe of all the itates who hold their neutrality,

and that upon the fame conditions as are announced in the

treaty to which his majefty this day anfwers.

His majefty thought he had taken a great ftep for the

general good, and prepared a glorious epocha for his reign,

by fixing, by his example, the rights which every belligerent

power may, and ought to acknowledge to be due to neutral

veffels. His hopes have not been deceived ; as the emprefs,

in avowing the ftrifteft neutrality, has declared in favour of

a fyftem which the king is fupporting at the price of

his people's blood, and as her majefty adopts the very fame

rights as he would wifh to make the bafis of the maritime

code,

M
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If frefh orders were neceflary to prevent the vefTels of her

imperial majefty from being diflurbed in their navigation by

the fubjefts of the king, his majefty would immediately give

them ; but the emprefs will no doubt be fatisfied with the

difpofitions made by his majefty in the regulations he has

publifhed. They do not depend on circumftances alone, but

are founded on the law of nations, and entirely agreeable

to a prince who finds the happinefs of his own kingdom in

that of the general profperity. The king wifhes her imperial

majefty would add to the means fhe has fixed to determine

what merchandizes are reckoned contraband in time of war,

precife rules to be inferted in the form of the fea-papers with

which the ruffian fhips will be furnilhed.

With this precaution, his majefty is allured nothing will

happen to make him regret the having put the ruffian

navigators on as advantageous a footing as can be in time of

war. Fortunate circumftances have more than once occurred

to prove to the two courts how important it is for them to

explain themfelves freely relative to their refpeftive in-

terefts.

His majefty is very happy to have explained his way
of thinking to her imperial majefty upon a point fo in-

terefting to Ruifia, and to the trading powers of Europe.

He the more fincerely applauds the principles and views of

the emprefs, as his majefty partakes of the fame fentiments

which have brought her majefty to adopt fuch meafures,

as mull be to the advantage of her own fubjects, and of all

other nations.

Verj"allies, April 25, 1780.

Answer from the King of Spain, to the Declaration of
the Empress (^Russia.

THE king, being informed of the emprefs's fentiments

with refpect to the belligerent and neutral powers, by a

memorial remitted to the compte de Florida Blanca, on the

15th inft. by Mr. Stephen Zinovief, minifter from her

c G 3 imperial
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Imperial majefty : the king confiders this as the effe£l of a

juft confidence which his majefty has on his part merited

;

and it is yet more agreeahle that the principles adopted by

this fovereign fhould be the fame as have always guided the

king, and which his majefty has for a long time, but with-

out fuccefs, endeavoured to caufe England to obferve, while

Spain remained neuter. Thefe principles are founded in

juftice, equity, and moderation ; and thefe fame principles

Rufiia and all the other powers have experienced in the re-

folutions formed by his majefty ; and it has been entirely

owing to the conduct of the englifh navy, both in the la ft

and the prefent war (a conduct wholly fubverfive of the re-

ceived rules among neutral powers) that his majefty has been

obliged to follow their example ; fince the Englifh, paying no

refpecl to a neutral flag, if the veffel be laden with effects-

belonging to the enemy, even if the articles fhould not be

Contraband, and that flag not ufing any means of defending

itfelf, there could not be any juft caufe why Spain fhould

not make reprifals, to indemnify herfelf for the great difad-

vantages under which fhe muft otherwife labour. The neutral

powers have alfo laid themfelves open to the inconveniences

they have fuffered, by furnifhing themfelves with double

papers, and other artifices, to prevent the capture of their

veffels ; from which have followed captures and detentions

innumerable, and other difagreeable confequences, though in-

reality not fo prejudicial as pretended j on the contrary,

fome of thefe detentions have turned to the advantage of the

proprietors, as the goods, being fold in the port where they

were condemned," have frequently gone off at a higher price

than they would have done at the place of their deftination.

The king, neverthelefs, not contented with thefe proofs

of his juftification, which have been manifefted to all

Europe, will this day have the glory of being the firft to

give the example of refpefting the neutral flag of all

the courts that have confented, or fhall confent, to defend it,

till his majefty finds what part the englifh navy takes, and

7 whether
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whether they will, together with their privateers, keep

within proper bounds. And to fhew to all the neutral powers

how much Spain is defirous of obferving the fame rules

in time of war as {he was directed by whilft neuter, his

inajefty conforms to the other points contained in the

declaration of Ruffia. To be underftood, neverthelefs, that,

with regard to the blockade of Gibraltar, if the danger of

entering fubfifts, as determined by the fourth article of the

faid declaration. Thefc dangers may, however, be avoided

by the neutral powers, if they conform to thofe rules of

precaution eftablifhed by his majefty's declaration of the

13th of laft- March, which has been communicated to

the court of Peterfburg by his minifter,

Florida Blanca.,

At Aranjucz, 18 April, 1780.

Declaration of the King of Denmark and Norway, to

tl>e Courts o/"London, Versailles, and Madrid.

IF the moll exact and perfect neutrality, with the molt

regular navigation, and the moil inviolable refpect to treaties,

could have exempted the commerce of the fubjects of the

king of Denmark and Norway from the inroads of the powers

with whom he is at peace, and kept it free and independent, it

would not be necefiary to take meafures to infure to his

fubjects that liberty to which they have the moil incontro-

vertible right. The king of Denmark has always founded

his glory, and his grandeur, upon the efleem and confidence

of other nations. It has been his rule, from the beginning of

his reign, to teilify to all the powers, his friends, a conduct

the mod capable of convincing them of his pacific intentions,

and of his defire to contribute to the general happinefs

of Europe. Flis proceedings have always been conformable

to thefe principles, againil which nothing can be alledged ;

he has, till now, only addreffed himfelf to the powers at war,

to obtain a redrefs of his grievances ; and he has never

o g 4 wanted
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wanted moderation in his demands, nor acknowledgments

when they have received the fuccefs they deferved : but

the neutral navigation has been too often molefled, and the

moft innocent commerce of his fubjects too frequently

diiturbed ; fo that the king finds himfelf obliged to take

proper meafures to afTure to himfelf and his allies the fafety

of commerce and navigation, and the maintenance of the

Infeparable rights of liberty and independence. If the duties

of neutrality are facred, the law of nations has alfo its

rights avowed by all impartial powers, eftablifhed by cuftom,

and founded upon equity and reafon/ A nation indepen-

dent and neuter, does not lofe by the war of others the

rights which (lie had before the war, becaufe peace exifts

between her and all the belligerent powers. Without receiv-

ing or being obliged to follow the laws of either of them,

fhe is allowed to follow, in all places (contraband excepted)

the traffic which fhe would have a right to carry on, if

peace, exifted with all Europe, as it exiils with her. The

king pretends to nothing beyond what the neutrality allows

him. This is his rule, and that of his people ; and the

king cannot accord to the principle, that a power at war has

a right to interrupt the commei-ce of his fubjefts. He thinks

it due to himfelf, and to his fubje&s the faithful obfervers

of thefe rules, and to the powers at war themfclves, to

declare to them the following principles, which he has

always held, and which he will always avow and maintain,

in concert with the emprefs of all the Ruffias, whofe fenti-

ments he finds entirely conformable with his own.

I. That neutral vefiehv have a right to navigate freely

from pert to port, even on the coafts of the powers at war.

II. That the effc&s of the fubje&s of the powers at

war mail be free in neutral veffels, except fuch as are

deemed contraband.

III. That nothing is to be underttood under the denomi-

nations of contraband, that is not exprefgly mentioned as

fuch in the third article of his treaty of commerce with

Great
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Great Britain, in the year 1670, and the 26th and 27th

articles of his treaty of commerce with France, in the year

1 742 ; and the king will equally maintain thefe rules with

thofe powers with whom he has no treaty.

IV. That he will look upon that as a fort blocked up, into

which no veffel can enter without evident danger, on account

of vefTels of war fo ftationed there as to form an effe&ual

blockade.

V. That thefe principles (hall ferve for rules in law pro-

ceedings, and that juftice (hall be expeditioufly rendered, by
the maritime regulations, conformably to treaty and ufage

received.

VI. His majefty does not hefitate to declare, that he will

maintain thefe principles with the honour of his flag, and the

liberty and independence of the commerce and navigation of

his fubjefts j and that it is for this purpofe he has armed a

part of his navy, although he is defirous to preferve, with all

the powers at war, not only a good underftanding, but all the

friendfhip of which the neutrality can admit. The king

will never recede from thefe principles, unlefs he is forced to

it : he knows his duties and his obligations, he refpefts

them as he does his treaties, and defires no other than

to maintain them. His majefty is perfuaded, that the

belligerent powers will acknowledge the juitnefs of his

motives ; that they will be ,as averfe as himfelf to doing any

thing that may opprefs the liberties of mankind, and that

they will give their orders to their admiralty and to their

officers, conformably to the principles above recited, which

tend to the general happinefs and intereft of all Europe.

Copenhagen? July 8, 1 7 80.

Declaration of the King of Sweden to the fame

Courts.

EVER fince the beginning of the prefent war, the king

has taken particular care to manifeft his intentions to

all Europe. He made it his duty to obferve a perfeA

neutrality ; he fulfilled all that it required, ~with the moft

fcrupulous
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fcrupulous exactitude ; and in confequence of this, he

thought himfelf entitled to all the prerogatives naturally-

appertaining to the qualification of a fovereign perfectly

neuter. But notwithstanding this, his commercial fubje&s

have been obliged to claim his protection, and his majefty

has found himfelf under the ncceffity of granting it to them.

To effect this, the king ordered laft year a certain number

of men of war to be fitted out. He employed a part

of thefe on the coafts of his kingdom, and the reft ferved

as convoys for the fwedifh merchant-fhips in the different

feas which the commerce of his fubje&f required them to

navigate. He acquainted the feveral belligerent powers

with thefe meafures, and was preparing to continue the

fame during the courfe of this year, when other courts,

who had likewife adopted a perfect neutrality, communi-

cated their fentiments to him, which the king has found-

entirely conformable to his own, and tending to the fame

object.

The emprefs of Ruffia caufed a declaration to be delivered

to the courts of London, Verfailles, and Madrid, in which

fhe acquainted them of her refolution to protect the com-

merce of her fubjedts, and to defend the univerfal rights

and prerogatives of neutral nations. This declaration was

founded upon fuch juft principles of the laws of nations

and the fubfifting treaties, that it was impoflible to call

them into queftion. The king found them entirely con-

cordant with his own caufe, and with the treaty concluded

in the year 1666, between Sweden and France ; and his

majefty could not forbear to acknowledge and to adopt the

fame principles, not only with regard to thofe powers,

with whom the faid treaties are in force, but alfo with

regard to fuch others as are already engaged in the pre-

fent war, or may be involved therein hereafter, and with

whom the king has no treaties to appeal to. It is the uni-

verfal law ; and when there are no particular engagements

exifting, it becomes obligatory upon all nations.

Ifl
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In confequence thereof, the king declares hereby again*

** That he will obferve the fame neutrality, and with the

" fame exactitude as he has hitherto done. He will enjoin

" all his fubjects, under rigorous pains, not to act in any
" manner whatever contrary to the duties which a ftrict

" neutrality impofes unto them ; but he will effectually

" protect their lawful commerce, by all poffible means,

" whenever they carry on the fame, conformably to the

" principles here above mentioned/'

Explanation which the Court of Sweden has de?nanded9

relative to the Propofal which & Court of Russia has

made for the reciprocal Protection and Navigation of their

Suhjecls.

I. HOW and in what manner a reciprocal protection

and mutual affiftance fhall be given ?

II. Whether each particular power fhall be obliged to

protect the general commerce of the whole, or if in the

mean time it may employ a part of its armament in the

protection of its own particular commerce ?

HI. If feveral of thefe combined fquadrons mould meet.,

or, for example, one or more of their veffels, what fhall be

the rule of their conduct towards each other, and how far

fhall the neutral protection extend ?

IV. It feems effential to agree upon the manner in which

reprefentatrons fhall be made to the powers at war, if, not-

withftanding our meafures, their fhips of war or armed

veffels fhould continae to interrupt our commerce in any
manner. Muft thefe remonftrances be made in the general

name of the united powers, or fhall each particular power
plead its own caufe only ?

V. Laftry, it appears effentially neceffary to provide

againft this poffible event, where one of the united powers
feeing itfelf driven to extremities againft any of the Dowers

actually at war, fhould claim the affiftance of the allies in

this convention to do her juftice ; in what manner can this

be
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be beft concerted ? A circumftance which equally requires

a flipulation, that the rcprifals in that cafe fhall not be at

the will of fuch party injured, but that the common voice

fhall decide : otherwife an individual power might at its

pleafure draw the reft, againft their inclinations and interefts,

into difagreeable extremities, or break the whole league,

and reduce matters into their original ftate, which would

render the whole fruitlefs and of no effect.

Answer of the Court of Russia.

I. AS to the manner in which protection and mutual

afiiftance fhall be granted, it mull be fettled by a formal

convention, to which all the neutral powers will be invited ;

the principal end of which is, to infure a free navigation to

the merchant-fhips of all nations. Whenever fuch veffei

fhall have proved from its papers, that it carries no contra-

band goods, the protection of a fquadron or velTels of war

fhall be granted her ; under whofe care fhe fhall put herfelf,

and which fhall prevent her being interrupted. From hence

it follows

:

II. That each power mufl concur in the general fecurity

of commerce. In the mean time, the better to accomplifh

this object, it will be neceffary to fettle, by means of a

feparate article, the places and diftances which may be

judged proper for the ftation of each power. From that

method will arife this advantage, that all the fquadrons of

the allies will form a kind of chain, and be able to affift

each other ; the particular arrangement to be confined only

to the knowledge of the allies, though the convention, in

all other points, will be communicated to the powers at

war, accompanied with the fincerell proteftations of a flrict

neutrality.

III. It is undoubtedly the principle of a perfect equality,

which mufl regulate this point. We fhall follow the common
mode with regard to fafety. In cafe the fquadrons fliould

meet and engage, the commanders will conform to the ufages

of
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of the fea fervice, becaufe, as is obferved above, the reci-

procal protection, under thefe conditions, fhould be unli-

mited.

IV. It feems expedient, that the rcprefentations men-

tioned in this article be made by the party aggrieved ; and

that the minifters of the other confederate powers fupport

thofe remonftrances in the moil forcible and efficacious,

manner.

V. We feel all the importance of this consideration ; and,

%o render it clear, it is neceffary to diftinguifh the cafe.

If any one of the allied powers fhoidd fuffer itfelf to be

drawn in by motives contrary to the eftablifhed principles of

a neutrality and perfecl: impartiality, fhould infringe its laws,

or extend their bounds, it cannot certainly be expected that

the others fhould efpoufe the quarrel ; on the contrary, fuch

a conduct would be deemed a dereliction of the ties which

unite them. But if the infult offered to one of the allies

fhould be hoftile to the principles adopted and announced in

the face of all Europe, or fhould be marked with the cha-

racter of hatred and.animofity, infpired byrefentment, againfj:

thefe common meafures of the confederacy, which has no-

thing elfe in view than to make, in a precife and irrevocable

manner, laws for the liberty of commerce, and the rights of

every neutral nation, then it fhall be held indifpenfable for

the united powers to make a common caufe of it, (at fe?.

onlyj) without its being a ground-work for other operations,

as thefe connections are purely maritime, having no other

object than naval commerce and navigation.

From all that is faid above, it evidently refults, that the

common will of all, founded upon the principles admitted

and adopted by the contracting parties, muft alone decide ;

and that it will always be the fixed bails of the conduct and

operations of this union. Finally, we fhall obferve, that

thefe conventions fuppofe no other naval armament than

what fhall be conformable to circumftances, according as

thofe fhall render them neceffary, or as may be agreed. It
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is probable that this agreement, once ratified and eflabliflicd,

will be of the greateft confequence ; and that the belligerent

powers will find in it fufiicient motives to perfuade them to

refpect the neutral flag, and prevent their provoking the

refentment of a refpectable communion, founded under the

aufpices of the moft evident juftice, and the fok idea of

which is received with the univerfal applaufe of all impartial

Europe..

No. II.

Copy of the Maritime Treaty between the Empress

of Russia and the King of Denmark, acceded to by the

King of Sweden, and States General of the United
Provinces.

Art. I. THEIR refpeftive maj cities are fully and fm-

cerely determined to keep upon the moit friendly terms with

the prefent belligerent powers, and preferve the moft exact

neutrality : they folemnly declare their firm intention to be,

that their refpedtive fubjects fhall ftrictly oblerve the laws

forbidding all contraband trade with the powers now being,

or that may hereafter be, concerned in the prefent difputes.

II. To prevent all equivocation or mifunderftanding of

the word contraband, their imperial and royal majefties de-

clare that the meaning of the faid word is folcly reftrained

to fuch goods and commodities as are mentioned under thato
denomination in the treaties fubfiiting between their faid

majefties and either of the belligerent powers. Her imperial

majeity abiding principally by the Xth and Xlth articles of

the treaty of commerce with Great Britain ; the conditions

therein mentioned, which are founded on the right of na-

tions, being underitood to extend to the kings of France

and Spain j as there is at prefent no fpecific treaty of com-

merce



APPENDIX, NO. II. 463

merce between the two latter and the former. His Danifh

jnajefty, on his part, regulates his conduct in this particular

by the firft article of his treaty with England, and the

XXVIth and XXVIIth of that fubfifting between his faid

majefty and the king of France, extending the provifiona

made in the latter to the Catholic king ; there being no

treaty ad hoc, between Denmark and Spain.

III. And whereas by this means the word contraband^

conformable to the treaties now extant, and the ftirjiilations

made between the contracting powers, and thole that are

now at war, is fully explained ; efpecially by the treaty be-?

tween Ruffia and England of the 20th of June 1766 ; be-

tween the latter and Denmark, of the nth of July 1670 ;

and between their Danifh and moft chriftian majeflies, of

Auguft 23d, 1742 ; the will and opinion of the high con-

tracting powers, are, that all other trade whatloever mail

be deemed and remain free and unreftrained.

By the declaration delivered to the belligerent powers,

their contracting majefties have already challenged the pri-

vileges founded on natural right, whence fpring the freedom

of trade and navigation ; as well as the right of neutial

powers ; and being fully determined not to depend in future

merely on an arbitrary interpretation, devifed to anfwer fome
private advantages or concerns, they have mutually cove-

nanted as follows

:

Firft, That it will be lawful for any fhip whatever to fail

freely from one port to another, or along the coaft of the

powers now at war.—2dly, That all merchandise and effects

belonging to the fubjects of the faid belligerent powers, and

{hipped on neutral bottoms, mall be entirely free ; except

.contraband goods.—3dly, In order to afcertain what con?

ftitutes the blockade of any place or port, it is to be under-

ftood to be in fuch predicament, when the affailing power

has taken fuch a ftation, as to expofe to imminent danger,

any (hip or (hips that would attempt to fail in or out

of the faid ports.—4-thly, No neutral Ihips fhall be flopped

without
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without a material and well-grounded caufe : and in fuck cafe*

juflice fhall be done to them without lofs of time ; and bc-

fides indemnifying, each and every time, the party aggrieved,

:

and thus'ftopped without fufficient caufe, full fatiafaction

mail be given to the high contracting powers, for the infult

offered to their flag.

IV. In order to protect officially the general trade of

their refpective fubjects, on the fundamental principles aforc-

faid, her imperial, and his royal majelty have thought pro-

per, for effecting fuch purpofe, each refpectively to fit out

a proportionate quota of fhips of war and frigates. The
fquadron of each of the contracting powers fhall be ftationed

in a proper latitude, and fhall be employed in efcorting con-

voys according to the particular eircumftances of the navi-

gators and traders of each nation.

V. Should any of the merchantmen belonging to the

fubjects of the contracting powers, fail in a latitude where

fhall be no fhips of war of their own nation, and thus be de-

prived of the faid protection ; in fuch cafe, the commander of

the fquadron belonging to the other friendly power fhall,

at the requeit. of fuch merchantmen, grant them fmcerely,

and bonafide, all necefTary affiflance. The Pnips of war and

frigates, of either of the contracting powers, fhall thus pro-

tect and affift the merchantmen of the other : provided ne-

verthelefs, that under the fanction of fuch required afhftance

and protection, no contraband be carried on, nor any pro-

hibited trade, contrary to the laws ox the neutrality.

VI. The prefent convention cannot be fuppofed to have

any relative effect ; that is to extend to any differences that

may have arifen fince its being concluded : unlefs the con-

troversy fhould fpring from continual vexations which might

tend to aggrieve and opprefs all the nations of Europe.

VII. If notwithstanding the cautious and friendly care of

the contracting powers, and their Heady adherence to an

exact neutrality, the Ruffian and Danifh merchantmen fhould

happen to be infulted, plundered, or captured by any of

the armed fhips or privateers belonging to any of the belli-

gerent
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gerent powers : in fuch cafe the ambaffador or enyoy of the

aggrieved party, to the offending court, (hall claim fuch

ftu'p or fnips, infilling on a proper fatisfaftion, and never

neglect to obtain a reparation for the infult offered to the

flag of his court. The minifter of the other contracting

power fhall at the fame time, in the moft. efficacious and

vigorous manner, defend fuch requifition, which mall be

fupported by both parties with unanimity. But in cafe of

any refufal, or even delay in redreffing the grievances com-

plained of ; then their majeftie6 will retaliate againft the

power that mail thus refufe to do them juftice, and imme-

diately agree together on the moll proper means of making

well-founded reprifals.

VIII. In cafe either of the contracting powers, or both

at the fame time, fhould be in any manner aggrieved or

attacked, in confequence of the prefent convention, or for

any reafon relating thereto ; it is agreed, that both powers

will join, aft in concert for their mutual defence, and unite

their forces in order to procure to themfelves an adeqnate

and perfect fatisfaction, both in regard to the infult put

upon their refpective flags, and the loffes fuffered by their

fubjects.

IX. This convention mall remain in force for and during

the continuance of the prefent war 5 and the obligation en-

forced thereby, will ferve as the ground-work of all treaties

that may be fet on foot hereafter : according to future

occurrences, ,and on the breaking out of any frefli maritime

wars which might unhappily diilurb the tranquillity of

Europe. Meanwhile, all that is hereby agreed upon fhall

be deemed as binding and permanent, in regard both to

mercantile and naval affairs, and fhall have the force of law

in determining the rights of neutral nations.

X. The chief aim and principal object of the prefent con-

vention being to fecure the freedom of trade and navigation

the high contracting powers have antecedently agreed, and

do engr.ge to give to all other neutral powers free leave to

vol. in, h h accede
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accede to the prefent treaty, and, after a thorough know-

ledge of the principles on which it refts, (hare equally in

the obligations and advantages thereof.

XI. In order that the powers, now at war, may not be

ignorant of the ftrength and nature of the engagements en-

tered into by the two courts aforefaid ; the high-contra&ing

parties mail give notice, in the moll friendly manner, to the

belligerent powers, of the meafures by them taken ; by

which, far from meaning any manner of hoftility, or caufing

any lofs or injury to other powers, their only intention is to

proteft the trade and navigation of their refpeftive fubje&s*

XII. This convention mall be ratified by the contracting

powers, and the ratifications interchanged between the par*

ties in due form, within the fpace of fix weeks from the

day of its being figned, or even fooner, If poflible. In wit-

nefs whereof, and by virtue of the full powers granted us

for the purpofe, we have put our hands and feals to the

jgrefent treaty.

Given at Copenhagen, July the 19th, 1780.

(Signed) Charles D'Ostsn, called Soken.

J. Sohack Ratlau.

A. P. Compte Bernstorff.

O. Thoft.

H. ElKSTEDT.

Acceded to, and figned by the plenipotentiaries of the

court of Sweden, at Peterlburg, the 21ft of July, 1780, and

by the ftates-general accepted Nov. 20, 1780, and figned

at Peterfburg, January 5, 1781, with the addition only

of article

XIII. If the refpc&ive fquadrons, or {hips of war, mould

meet or unite, to a& in conjunction, the command in chief

will be regulated according to what is commonly pra&ifed

between the crowned heads and the republic.
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No. III.

Memorial from the Empress of Russia to the States-

General.

High and Mighty Lords !

No fooner had her imperial majefly been informed of the

Britifti ambaffador's fudden departure from the Hague

;

than, without waiting for any further explanation, guided

only by the friendfliip and good-will (he bears to the two

contending powers, and awakened by the alarming tendency

of a meafure fo detrimental to their mutual welfare and tran-

quillity, flie directed her minifter in London to make the

moft eameft reprefentations to that court, to prevent, if

poffible, the matter being carried to any extremity, and to

recommend the moft conciliating meafures ; offering at the

fame time to promote them as far as was in her power.

Although her majefty has not yet heard of any anfwer from

the faid court, (he has fome reafon to think that the over-

tures made by her have been favourably received. In con-

fequence whereof, her imperial majefty does not helitate to

give a frefh proof of her good intentions for bringing about

a reconciliation between the two powers, whom fhe equally

fupports, and who have lived fo long in that natural and

perfect harmony which beft fuits their refpe£tive interefts,

by offering them, in form, her fervices and mediation, for

the purpofe of putting an end to that difcord and war which

has lately broke out between them.

While monfieur de Simolin, her imperial majefty's mi-

jiifter at the court of London, is fulfilling her commands oa

this head ; the underwritten has the honour to acquit him-

felf of the fame talk here with their high migbtineffes, and

H H 2 t*
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to allure them of the zeal and readinefs he wifhes to have a.i»

opportunity to difplay, in forwarding the defirablc work of

reftoring the faid flates to their wonted peace and tranquil-

lity. That difintereitednefs, impartiality, and benevolence,

which have hitherto ftamped every action of her imperial

majefly, are equally confpicuous in the prefent inftance.

The wifdom and prudence of your high mightineffes will

eafily diflinguifh thofe facred charafteriftics, and dictate the

anfwer which the underwritten fhall tranfmit to his imperial

miftrefs, as a proof of his having executed her commands.

(Signed) Le Prince de Gallitzin.

Hague, March i, 1781.

No. IV.

Memorial of Prince Galtitzin and Mons. de Mar-
koff, Mmijlers of the Empress of all the Russias,

prefented to the States Ghneral; with Mr. Secre-

tary Fox's Letter to Mons. Simomn, Russian Min'tfler

at the Court of London.

THE underwritten, joint minifters of the emprefs of all

the Ruffias, in confequence of the orders given them to ac-

celerate as much as in them lies, the falutary work of the

mediation entrulled to her imperial majefly, think it their

duty to lofe no time to communicate to your high mighti-

neffes a copy of a letter written to monf. Simolin, their fo-

vereign's minifler at the court of London, by Mr. Fox, fe-

cretary of ilate to his britannic majefly. It will convince

your high laightinefl'es of the intentions of his britannic

majefty to be fmcerely reconciled to the republic, on the

conditions
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conditions by yourfelves eftablifhed, in your resolution of

the 14th ult. by which you again accept of the emprefs's

mediation ; the preliminary conceffion, made on the part of

Great Britain, concerning the principal article of the treaty

of 1674, feems to level all the obftacles which had hitherto

prevented your entering upon a negotiation for a final peace.

If, in the interim, the propofal made in the faid letter, of a

fufpenfion of hoftilities, mould be thought conformable to

the interefts of the nation, nothing could be more fo to the

principles of humanity in general, which aftuate the em-

prefs, and to her private fentiments, of benevolence and

affe&ion for this Hate ; efpecially as fuch a meafure has the

double advantage of preventing the ufelefs efFufion of blood;

and from this inftant refloring to the republic, the enjoy,

ments of the rights of freedom in trade and navigation*

which fall to the ihare of neutral nations, and efpecially

thofe that have acceded to the principles of the armed neu-

trality.

Full of confidence in the difpofition equally peaceful, and

conformable to the real welfare of the ftate, which your high

mightineffes have always manifefted in the moil folemn and

pofitive manner ; the underwritten flatter themfelves, that

you will not hefitate to make a proper ufe of the letter they

have the honour to communicate, in order to take a quick

and decifive refolution, that may tend to reftore peace and

harmony with your old friend and ally, upon terms as ho-

nourable as they are advantageous.

(Signed) P. Gauitzin.

Markoff.

?h 3 Copy
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Copy of the Letter alluded to in the above Memorial ;

HAVING laid before his majefty an extract of the letter

which you did me the honour, fir, of communicating from

prince Gallitzin, andmonf. de MarkofT, I have his majefty's

commands to inform you, that the king, defirous of teftify-

ing his intentions towards their high mightineffes, and of

renewing that friendlhip which has been fo unfortunately

interrupted between old allies, who ought to be united in

the bonds of mutual intereft, is ready to enter into a nego-

tiation, for the purpofe of fetting on foot a treaty of peace,

on the terms and conditions of that which was agreed to in

1674, between his majefty and the republic ; and that the

better to facilitate the execution ofa plan which his majefty

has fo much at heart, the king is willing to give immediate

orders for a fufpenfion of hoftilities, if, on their part, the

lords the ftates general fhould think fuch a meafure fuitabht

to the objeft in view.

1 am commanded by his majefty to explain to you, fir, his

fentiments on fo important a fubjeft, and defire you will im-

part the fame to the minifters of her imperial majefty tc

their high mightinefies, that they may be conveyed, without

the leaft delay, to the minifters of the republic ; being of

opinion that it is the moft convenient ftep, with the media-

tion and good offices of her imperial majefty, to put an end

to the fcourge of that war, which unfortunately fubfifts be-

tween the two nations,

1 have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) C. J. Fox.
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No. V.

Manifesto publi/hed by order of the Empress of Russia,

upon the Occqfion of her Troops entering the Penlnfula of

the Krimea, the Kuban, at}d the IJland of Taman;
which Countries are hereby declared to he annexed to her

Imperial Majejlfs Dominions.

BY the Grace of God, we Catharine the Second, emprefs

and fole monarch of all the Ruffias, &c. &c. &c.

Our laft war againft the Ottoman empire having been at-

tended with the moft fignal fucceffes, we had certainly ac-

quired the right of re-uniting to the territories of our em-

pire the Krimea, of which we were in poffeflion : we, how-

ever, hefitated not to facrifice that, with many other

•onquefts, to our ardent defire of re-eftablifhing the public

tranquillity, and of confirming the good underflanding and

friendfhip between our empire and the Ottoman Porte.

This motive induced us to ftipulate for the freedom and in-

dependence of the Tartars, whom we had reduced by our

arms ; hoping to remove for ever, by this means, every

caufe of diffenfion, and even of coolnefs, between Ruifia and

the Ottoman Porte, expofed too often to thefe inconvenien-

cies by the form of government which theu fubfifted among

the Tartars.

Great as were our facrifices and efforts for realifing thofe

hopes, they were foon, to our great regret, considerably dimi-

nifhed. The reftleffnefs natural to the Tartars, fomented

by infinuations, the fource of which is not unknown to us,

caufed them eafily to fall into a fnare laid by foreign hands,

which had fowed amongft them the feeds of difturbance and

confufion to fuch a degree, as to induce them to labour for

the weakening, and even the total ruin of an edifice which

fur beneficent cares had erefted for the happinefs of that

h h 4 nation,
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ration, by procuring them liberty and independence, under

the authority of a chief elected by themfelves. Hardly was

their khan eftabb'fhed according to this new form of govern-

ment, before he faw himfelf deprived of all authority, and

even obliged to defert his country, to give place to an

ufurper, who would again fubject the Tartars to the yoke

of a dominion, from which our beneficence had releafed

them. The greater part of them, as blind as they were

ignorant, had fubmitted to that ufurper ; the reft, thinking

themfelves too weak to refift, would infallibly have yielded

to his yoke ; and thus we mould have loft the fruits of our

victories, and the principal recompense for the facrificca

which we willingly made at the laft peace, if we had not

inftantly taken under our immediate protection fuch of the

well-difpofed Tartars, who, prizing the bleflings of their

new political exiftence, lamented their being forced to fub-

mit to the ufurper who had expelled their lawful khan. By
thus effectually protecting them, we furnifhed them with the

power and the means of choofing a new khan, in the room of

Sahib-Gheray, and of eftablifhing an adminiftration analo-

gous to this ftate of affairs. It was to attain this end that

our military forces were put in motion ; that a confiderable

body of our troops were ordered, notwithftanding the feve-

rity of the feafon, to enter the Krimea, wherje they were iub-

fifted at our expence, and obliged to exert the power of our

army for the fupport of the good caufe, in order to recall

fuch of the Tartars as were eftranged from it by their re-

volt. The public is not ignorant that a rupture between

Ruflia and the Ottoman Porte had very near enfued upon

this occafion ; but, thanks to the Divine affiftance, we dif-

pofed matters in fuch a manner, that the Ottoman Porte

again acknowledged the independence of the Tartars, and

the validity of the election of Schaghin-Gheray, their lawful

fovereign. Notwithftanding all the inconveniences above-

mentioned, as long as we were fuftained and animated by the

hope of re-eftablifhing the repofe neceffary to the advantage

and
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and prcfervation of good neighbourhood with the Ottoman

empire, we regarded the Krimea according to the tenour

and letter of the treaties, as a free and independent country s

confining ourfelf folely to appeafing the troubles which pre-

vailed amongft them ; from our love of peace we found in

this conduct a fufficient recompence for the great expences

incurred by it ; but we were foon undeceived in this refpeft

by the frefh revolt occasioned in the Krimea laft year, the

encouragement of which always flowed from the fame

fource. We have been obliged in confequence to have te-

courfe again to considerable armaments, and to caufe troops

to enter into the Krimea and the Kuban, whofe prefence is

become indifpenfable for maintaining tranquillity and good

order in the adjacent countries. The fad experience of

every day demonftrates more clearly, that if the fovereignty

of the Ottoman Porte in the Krimea was a perpetual fource

of difcord between our two empires, the independence of the

Tartars expofes us to fubjecls of contention no lefs numerous

and important, fince the long fervitude to which that people

have been accuftomed, has rendered the greater part of the

individuals -incapable of valuing the advantages of the new

Situation procured for them by that independence of which

we fought to give them the enjoyment ; and which, laying

us under the neceffity of being always armed, occafions not

only great expences, but alfo expofes our troops to inevitable

and continual fatigues.

The efforts they made to extinguifh the flame of difcord,

in fuccouring the well-intentioned of that nation, expofed

them to the violences of the feditious and ill-intentioned,

whom we were willing to leave unpunished, in order to avoid

even the Shadow of an act of fovereignty, fo long as we could

cherifh the leaft hope of at length reftoring good order, and

preventing by *his means the effential interefts of our em-

pire from being injured.

But to our great regret all thefe meafures, dictated folely

by our love of humanity, tended only to bring upon us

lofles
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lofles and damages, which we have the more fenfibfy a>

heart, as they affected our fubjefts. The lofs in men is not

to be appreciated ; we will not attempt to eftimate it ; that

in money, according to the moft moderate calculations,

amounts to upwards of twelve millions of rubles. To thefe

particulars is to be added another of the utmofl importance,

both in its object and with regard to its confequences : we

have jufl been informed, that the Porte has begun to lay

claim to the exercife of fovereignty in the Tartar dominions,

by fending one of their officers, at the head of a detachment

of troops, to the ifland of Taman, who has even proceeded

to caufe the officer to be publicly beheaded, who was fent

to him by the khan Schaghin-Gheray, with a commifiion

only to enquire of him what were the motives for his arrival

in that ifland ; and what evidently proves the nature of the

miflion of this commandant of the troops is, that he made no

difficulty in declaring openly to the inhabitants of Taman,

that he looked upon them as fubjefts of the Porte. This

dccifive, though unexpected ftep, convincing us of the

inutility of the facrifices we had made upon the laft peace,

annuls in confequence the engagements we had contracted,

with the fole intention of firmly cftabliming the freedom and

independence of the Tartars, and fufficiently authorizes us

to enter again into the enjoyment of thofe rights which wc

had lawfully acquired by conqueft ; the more fo, as it is the

only means remaining for us to fecure hereafter a folid and

permanent peace between the two empires. Animated

therefore with a fineere defire of confirming and maintaining

the laft peace concluded with the Porte, by preventing the

continual difputes which the affairs of the Krimea produced,

our duty to ourfelf, and the prefervation of the fecurity of

our empire, equally demand our taking the firm refolution

to put an end, once for all, to the troubles in the Krimea

;

and for this purpofe we re-unite to our empire the peninfula

of Krimea, the ifland of Taman, and all the Kuban, as a juft

9 indem-
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indemnification for the loffes fuftained, and the expences we

have been obliged to incur in maintaining the peace and

welfare of thefe territories.

In declaring to the inhabitants of thofe countries by the

prefent manifefto, that fuch is our imperial pleafurc, we
promife them, for us and our fuccefTors in the imperial

throne of Ruffia, that they mall be treated upon an equality

with our ancient fubjects ; and that, in taking them under

our high protection, we will defend againfl all people their

perfons, their eftates, their temples, and the religion they

profefs ; that they (hall enjoy the moft abfolutp liberty of

confidence, without the leail reftriction, in the public exer-

cife of their worfhip and their ceremonies ; and that not

only the nation in general, but alfo each individual in parti-

cular, fhall participate in all the advantages enjoyed by our

ancient fubjefts. But we alfo expect, from the gratitude of

our new fubjefts, that touched with thefe, favours, they will

be fenfible of the value of this fortunate revolution, which

removes them from a convulfed Hate of difturbances and

diflenfions to one of entire fecuiity and perfect tranquillity

under the protection of the laws ; and that, ftriving to imi-

tate the fubmiffion, zeal, and fidelity of thofe who have long

had the happinefs of living under our government, they wflt

render themfelves worthy of our imperial favour, benefi-

cence, and protection. Given at our imperial refidence of

£>t. Petersburg, the 8th of April, in the year of Grace

1783, and in the 21ft year of our reign..

(Signed with her imperial majefty's own hand)

CATHARINE. (L.S.)
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No. VI.

Letter from the Empress of all (he Russia: to hu
Prussian Maji sty.

MY advantageous fentiments refpefting the houfe of

Prufila, fentiments of which 1 have given efficacious proofs*

permit me to hope for the fame on their part. I expect, it

the moi'e, as I have ever been convinced of their reciprocal

affection. The war which is preparing between the emperor

of the Romans and the Hollanders excites the immediate

attention of the cabinet of Berlin, of which the Dutch en-

deavour by all forts of intrigues to fecure the acceflion.

Your wifdom acknowledges that the pretenilons of the em-

peror are equally juft and moderate. Nature lierfelf hath

granted to the Auftrian Low Countries the ufe and advantage

of the river in difpute ; Auftria alone, by virtue of the law of

nature and nations, is entitled to an exclufive right to the

ufe of the river in queftion. So that the equity and diiin-

tereftednefs of Jofeph II. can only impart this right to

other people, it belonging exclufively to his ftates. The
fentiments of Auftria merit efteem and attention, but the

avidity of the Dutch, and the judgment which they permit

themfelves to afiume on account of the treaty of Munfter

over the houfe of Auftria, are notorious and blameable In

every refpect.

Nothing can be alleged with foundation in favour of

Holland, therefore fhe merits not the affiftance of any fo-

reign power. The confequences which thefe republicans

are drawing upon themfelves by their obftinacy, muft be

fubmitted to the moderation of the emperor alone. I am
firmly refolved to affift his pretenfions with all my land and

fea forces, with as much efficacy as if the welfare of my
own empire was in agitation, I hope that this declaration

of my fentiments will meet with the fuccefs which our reci-

procal friendfhip deferves, and which hath never been inter-

rupted.

CATHARINE,



appendix, no. vir. 477

No. VII.

Manifesto of the Sublime Porte again/} Russia, dated

the llth of Zl'LEADE, the Tear 1 201 {the 2<\ih of Angufl

1787).
"

THE peace concluded between the Sublime Porte and

the court of Ruffia in 1 187 (1774), was chiefly made for

the repofe and tranquillity of their refpective fubje&s, yet

the court of Ruffia has, not ceafed to raife and maintain

pretentions capable of difturbing the good harmony which

that peace ought to procure : it has even proceeded fo far

as to feize on the Krimea, a proceeding directly oppofite to

the conditions agreed on to ferve as the foundation of the

treaty of Kainardgi. It was itipulated in the inilrument

then given on both fides, that there fhould be no farther

difcuflion between the two empires, and that they fhould

enjoy a perfect peace. It was fpecified in the capitulations

that they fhould avoid for the future all intrigue whatever,

and all plots fecret or public
;
yet the court of Ruffia has

raifed up prince Heradius, who was furnifhed with a di-

ploma of inveftiture as vafial of the Sublime Porte. Ruffian

troops have been placed in Tifliis: they have declared them-

lelves fupreme over the faid prince, and from that moment
the diforder in Georgia and our adjoining frontiers has been

general. When we alleged that this proceeding was a

formal infraction of the treaties, it was maintained to the

contrary. It was exprefsly agreed on, that the Otcha-

kovians fhould have the free and unlimited extraction of

the fait works, which always belonged to the inhabitants of

that frontier
;
yet

1

they have always met with a number of

impediments, and experienced every fort of ill treatment

from the Ruffians ; and when they reclaimed the execution

of the conventions, the court of Ruffia has conflantly re-

filled it. The conful of that court has feduced the way-

wode of Moldavia, who has the rank of a prince ; he fa-

voured
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voured his flight, and when the Sublime Porte reclaimed

him, the Ruffian envoy replied, his court would not deliver

him up j a refufal directly oppofite to the treaties. The

Ruffian court has (hewn as bad defigns by giving what turn

it pleafed to many fimilar things. It has corrupted the

fubjects of the Sublime Porte, by eftablifhing confuls in

Vallachia, Moldavia, in ifles and places where the prefence

of thofe officers was ufelefs, and even prejudicial to the true

believers. It has invited to its eftates the fubjects of the

Sublime Porte, and employed them in its marine and other

fervices. It has efpecially entered into the interior difpo-

lition of our adminiftration, by foiliciting either the recall

or punilhment of governors, judges, vaflals, and of all the

officers not in their intereft, and even of the pafha of

Georgia and the princes of Vallachia and Moldavia. Every

one knows how generoufly the Porte behaved to the ruf-

fian merchants :—they carried on their trade in the ottoman

ftates with fafetyjTand liberty, and might go wherever they

pleafed ; for which reafon we expected the fame indulgences

for the fubjects of the Sublime Porte. Such were our con-

ventions when the Ruffian court wanted to monopolize all

the commerce, and exacted a duty far greater from the fub-

jects of the Sublime Porte than from other powers. When
the fubjects of the Sublime Porte wanted to recover their

debts in the Ruffian ftates, they met a thoufand obltacles

;

not being able to go where they wanted, they were obliged to

return without their due ; many even have difa'ppeared with-

out our knowing what became of them. When the mer-

chant veflels of the Sublime Porte wanted, either through

ftrefs of weather or want of water, or any other urgent ne-

ceffity, to go on board a ruffian fhip, the Ruffians kept

them off with their guns. They have likewife fometimes

fired on our vefTels from Soghoudgiak. The court of Ruf-

fia wanted to underlland the article relating to prince He-

raclius, amongft other articles of a great deal lefs import-

ance, and gave notice in a miniiterial manner, by its envoy

to the Sublime Porte, to furuifh a common inftrument for

all
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till tTfiefe objects ; if not, it had ordered general Potemkia

to march to our frontiers with 60 or 70,000 men to exadl

the execution of all the articles, and that the emprefs was

to come thither herfelf. This notice was an open and forma!

declaration of war. The order given to general Potemkin

to repair to our frontiers, at the head of fo many troops, ia

analogous to the proceedings of the court of Ruffia, with

regard to the ufurpation of the Krimea. If the Ruffians

remain mafters of it, the Porte cannot hope to remain in fe-

curity for the future, and they will always have fome bad

deflgns to fear. Thefe confiderations engaged the Porte to

fhew to the ruffian envoy the defire they had for the Kri-

mea to be eftablifhed on its ancient footing, and to make a

new treaty to cement friendfhip between the two empires.

The envoy anfwered, he could not make thefe proportions

to his court, and that if he were to do it, he forefaw no

good could refult from it. He rejected or eluded the arti-

cles which contained our complaints, and formally anfwered,

that his court would not renounce the Krimea. That for

all thefe reafons, and others, either fecret or public, which

it is impoffible to enumerate, the Sublime Porte is obliged '

to declare war, in confequence of which fhe has published

this manifefto to the refpeftable court of France, to inform

it of the refolution me has taken to go to war with Ruffia.

The Sublime Porte fubmits the motives herein contained to

the equity of her friends.

Manifesto of the Court of Russia agalnjl the Sublime
Porte, dated Petersburg, Sept. 13th, 1787.

THE court having received the news of the imprifba-

ment of M. Bulgakoff, miniiler at. Conftantinople, and the

declaration of war made by the Porte, can no longer avoid

a rupture, and in confequence has publilhed a manifefto, the

fenor of which is as follows :

The troubles which have inceflantly agitated the public

repofe and tranquillity eftablifhed between the ruffian em-

pire
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pire and the Porte, by the peace of Kainardgi, afe.too vr.

cent to require recapitulation. Suffice it to fay, that fince

the conclufion of that peace, unto the prefent moment, the

Porte has (hewn, in all her conduct, the mofl manifefl want

of faith, and a difpoiition to render the efTcntial ilipulations

then made illufive.

Though the court of Ruflia is fuinifhed with a multitude

of proofs of this truth, which me referves for a more parti-

cular detail to be published hereafter, (he will- at prefent cite

the facts, the moil recent, which have brought on the unex-

pected developement fo contrary to the pacific fyftem which

ihe followed moll willingly on all occafions. She flattered

herfelf to have fixed an immovable balls for peace by the de-

claratory convention of Analy Cavack, concluded in 1779,

by the commerce, and in particular by the tranfaction

refpecting the peninfula of the Krimca, the end of which

was, as then demonftrated, not to extend the frontiers of the

empire, but rather to terminate the diforders and depre-

dations continually made by the people of the peninfula, by

fubjecting them to a police which would make them refpect

the laws, and keep up harmony and good intelligence with

the frontiers of both ilates. Such were the fincere inten-

tion and views of the court 0/ Rufiia, which fhe was at

great pains and trouble to accomplish.

After having reconciled differences of fo delicate and im-

portant a nature, every thing feemed to promife a durable

peace ; hut affairs were hardly thus happily compromifed

and adjufted, on the faith of treaties and engagements the

moil iblemn and facred, when the next turkilh miniflry,

which fucceeded to that under which all thefe negotiations

had pan^d, fhewed difpohtions diametrically contrary to

their fpirit and tenor. Ill founded pretenfions foon arofe

refpecting the exportation of fait, which had been granted

by treaty to the inhabitants of OtchakoiY. Ruffian confuls

were denied entrance into fome places of their nomination ^

and as if it had been proved that objects of this nature could

not fuffice to effect the rupture in view, protection wa»

publicly
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publicly permitted to the invafions of the Lefgis and Tartars

of Kuban ; the former of which hoftileiy attacked the ftates

of tzar Heraclius, the acknowledged vaffal of the emprefs ;

and the latter penetrated into the frontiers of Ruflla, where

they robbed, pillaged, and carried off whatever was not de-

fended by the troops Rationed in thofe parts.

The emprefs, conftant to her plan of moderation which

her humanity and love of peace had made her adopt, upon re~

ceiving the above advices, contented herfelf with calling

upon the Turkifh miniftry to refpecl the treaties, and de-

manding in confequence fatisfa&ion for fuch breaches of

faith and peace : but ail her remonftrances were fruitlefs,

and anfwered with arrogance and difrefpeft. In the mean

time, her principles remained unaltered. Being miftrefs of

her choice of means, file ftill preferred once more the way
of negotiations, and laid open to the emperor, her ally, the

ftate of her affairs, and accepted the good offer of the

king of France to'mediate between herfelf and the Porte ;

fhe made her pretenfions known to them both, and thefe

monarchs declared the juftice and equity of them. In

ftiort, to neglect nothing that might preferve fo valuable a

bleffing as the peace of her people, fhe took occafion, when,

in the neighbourhood of the Turkifh ftates, during the me-

morable journey which fhe had but lately finifhed, to call

her minifter at the Porte, and examine him touching the

differences which had arifen, and the means molt efficacious

for an accommodation of them all. In this view, and in full

confidence of the refpefifc which the Turks would fhew on

their part for mutual and folemn engagements then fubfift-

ing, fhe fent back her minifter to Conftantinople. Upon his

return he was immediately fummoned to a conference, at

which, inftead of the points being refumed which were in

agitation before his departure, and acquiefcing in the de-

mands of Ruffia, a new turn to affairs was given, and pre-

tenfions ftar'ced ; the firfl of which was contrary to ftipula-

tions made by treaty, and the others derogatory to the dig.

vol. in. 1 1 n;tv
.'
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nity of the emprefs, or ratlicr hurtful to the interefts of the

empire.

After the Tuikifh miniltry had thus broken through the

limits exprei'sly itipulated, they thought they might then

at once take off" the made, and have difcovered the defign

which, in all probability, was long harboured, fince they de-

clared to the Ruffian minifter, that the Porte confidered it-

felf bound only by the treaty of Kainardgi ; and as the acts

which followed it were but the effect of complaifance, fhe

did not think herfelf obliged to adhere to them longer than

fuited her convenience. A term was fixed for receiving a

categorical anfwer from the Ruffian minifter to the demands

and pretenfions communicated to him. The minifter pro-

tefted againft the injuftice, the indecency, and impoffibility,

in fo fhort a time, of complying with fuch a requifition ; he

was not heard, not even on the fubject of the complaints

Hated before this time, and for which he had demanded

fatisfa&ion. All that he could obtain was the promife of

another conference, which alfo took place, but at which the

fame demands and pretenfions were repeated, without add-

ing any thing more except a vague promife of the fatiVfac-

tion he had demanded.

When the news of thefe two cenferences came to the

emprefs, fhe did not abandon herfelf to the difcontent and

refentment which were juftifiable ; fhe thought fhe might

remain fpeftatrefs of the attempt which a want of delicacy

and circumfpe£tion, fufficiently common on the part of the

Turkifh miniftry, had made them hazard ; mean while the

fequel has proved that it was a pb.n long formed, and going

to be put immediately in execution. In thefe fentiments

her imperial majefty was willing to crown all the former

proofs given of her moderation and diftance in thought

from the confequenc.es which fuch a critical fituation of

affairs prefaged, by fome condefcendance on her part to

certain
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Certain of the pretenfions of the Porte, and for this purpofe

orders were difpatched to prince Potemkin, when fuddenly

Jhe learned that the Porte, without waiting for the expira-

tion of the term fixed by herfelf, had fummoned M. de Bui-

gakoffto a conference on the 6th (16th), and after propo-

fing to him to fign an aft. by which the treaty of commerce

and the tranfaftion concerning the peninfula of the Krimea

were to be annulled, upon his refufal peace was declared to

be broken, and himfelf fent to the caitle of Seven Towers,

where, in contempt of the rights of nations, he remains a

prifoner at this moment.

Such a proceeding prefents every reflection that can arife

on the fubjeft. The Porte has thought fit to unite perfidy

with the moll infulting attack. She omits nothing to make

manifeft the ftrong defire that has been long felt to break a

peace, which was granted in a manner the moft generous and

noble. Provoked by a conduft fo offenfive, the emprefs fees

herfelf obliged unwillingly to take Up arms, as the only

means remaining of maintaining her rights, which fhe has ac-

quired with fo much lofs of blood, and revenging her wounded

dignity. Entirely innocent of all the evils attendant on the

war now ready to be kindled, fhe has a right to depend upon

divine protection and the fuccours of her friends, as alfo upon

the devout prayers of all ehriftians, for her triumph in a caufe

of juitice and felf-defence.

1 1 2
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No. VIII.

UoTii delivered the \%th of June, by the Russian Ambas-
sador at Stockholm, to the Swedish Ministry.

IN confequence of the various objects on which the under-

written envoy extraordinary and miniiter plenipotentiary of

the imperial court of Ruflia has lately conferred with his ex-

cellency count Oxenlliern, he has now the honour to pre-

fent to him a fuccinct recapitulation of the fame in the pre-

fent note.

Whatever may have been the furprffe of the emprefs my
fovereign, when me was informed of the armaments carried

on in Sweden, her imperial majefty, not feeing any juft mo-

tives which could occafion them, refolved to he filent as

long as thofe motions fliould be confined to the interior parts

of the kingdom. But being apprifed of the motives al-

leged by the fenator count Oxenlliern to the miniiter of

Denmark, and which he, in confequence of the intimacy

fubfifting between the two courts, communicated to the

under-written, her imperial majefty has refolved to break

filence, and given orders to the under-written to enter into

the following explanations with his Swedifh majefty 's rai-

nifters.

During the twenty-fix years of her reign, the emprefs has

never ceafed to give conftant teftimonies to the king, and to

the whole Swedifh nation, of her wifh to cultivate the moft

perfect harmony and good neighbourhood, fuch as at the

laft peace was cftabliilied between the two ftates ; if, there-

fore, in the midft of the repofe which her empire enjoyed

from its other neighbours, her imperial majefty has never

conceived the leall idea of difturbing or altering, in any ftiape,

the order of things, it would be arguing againft every de-

gree of probability to attribute it to her now, when ftie

finds
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finds herfelf engaged in a war which has been unjuftly excited

againft her by a powerful enemy, and to which {he cannot

give too much attention. Provoked in this manner to dif-

play all the means which {he holds from Providence, to re-

pel the attack of her enemy, {he has not failed to make an

amicable communication of it to all the chriftian powers,

and particularly {he obferving this conduct when {he refoived

to arm a fleet to fend into the Archipelago ; which intention

the under-written did, by her orders, communicate to the

Swedifh minifters. All thefe difpofitions and preparations

being therefore vifibly and fingly directed to the circum-

llance in which Ruffia found herfelf, were in no wife of a

nature to alarm any neighbour, that did not nourifh fome

fecret intention to multiply her embarramnents, and. take

advantage of them. But, admitting for a moment that the

court of Ruffia had intimated fuch defigns, that of Sweden,

however contrary they are to the faith of the treaties which

bind them, found reafoning, as well as the intereft of the

former, would have confined all her meafures to prevent their

effects, and not to provoke them ; and, in fact, fuch as

prudence dictated, and were adopted, after the rumours

which were fpread on all fides of the armaments carrying on

in Sweden, are reduced to a trifling reinforcement of the

ruffian troops in Finland, and the deftination of the ufual

fquadron that annually cruifes in the Baltic to exercife the

feamen ; a cultom to which Sweden has never given any

attention, or occafioned any umbrage.—Neverthelefs, her

armaments were daily advancing and increafing, without

the court of Stockholm thinking proper to give any formal

notice of it to the court of Petersburg ; and then, at laft

they were prepared. Thefenator, count von Oxenftiern, in

the name of the king, did not fail to declare to the miniiter

of a court clofely allied to Vienna, and confequently, it

may be prefumed, not bound to conceal it from us, that

thofe preparations were directed againil Ruffia, on a fuppo-

iition that Sweden was threatened to be attacked by her.

, , , Tvi
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In this fituation, the emprefs, on her fide, has as readily-

ordered the under-written to declare to his Swcdifh majcfty r
s

miniftry, and to all thofe who have any {hare in the admr-

niftration, that her imperial majefty could not give tliem a

more folid proof of her paciiic difpofitions towards them,

and of the interefl flie takes in the prefervation of their tran-

quillity, than by afuiringthem, on her imperial word, that all

the oppofite intentions which fome might impute to her,

are void of all foundation ; but if affurances fo formal and

fo pofitive, joined to arguments fo plain and convincing,

are not fufficient to reftore calmnefs and tranquillity, her

imperial majefty is refcived to await the event with that

confidence and fecurity which the purity and innocency of

her intention afford her, as well as the powerful means

which the Almighty has put into her hands, and which

{lie has never employed but for the glory of her empire and

the happinefs of her fubje£ls.

Stockholm, June 18, 1788.

(Signed) Count Andre Razumoffsky.

Answer of the Court of Stockholm to the foregoing

Rescript.

HIS majefty could not avoid being furprifed when he

faw. in the note delivered on the 18th of June, by Mr. le

comte de Razumofffky, envoy extraordinary and minifter

plenipotentiary from the court of Ruffia, the manner in

which it was attempted to diftinguifli between the king and

the nation ; and the afTurances given by the emprefs of her

difpofition in their favour, and of the intercft which flic

takes in the prefervation of their tranquillity.

Although in this language the king recognizes principles

often divulged by the court of Ruffia in other countries,

his majefty cannot reconcile fuch friendly fentiments on the

part of the emprefs, with an infinuation that tends directly,

to draw a diftin&ion between him and his people ; and,

firmly
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firmly refolved never to admit fuch a principle, he cannot

believe that a declaration of that nature was ordered to be

made to him by the court of Ruffia. The king is rather

willing to impute it to their minifter only, reliding at his

court ; but, furprifed as well as hurt at the language it

contains, which is at once irregular and hoftile to the tran-

quillity of his kingdom, he cannot after this moment ac*

knowledge the comte de Razumofffky as envoy extraordi-

nary and minifter plenipotentiary at his court, referving

himfelf, until his arrival in Finland, to anfwer the emprefs

of Ruffia on the other articles of the declaration, by his

minifter at Peterfburg. Meanwhile his majefty finds him-

felf obliged to require the departure of the comte de Razu-

mofffky, by announcing to that minifter that he can no

longer treat with him', as having in his written memorial

offended both the principles of the Swedifh government and

failed in the refpect that is due to the perfon of the kiir^.

The attention wherewith the king has honoured this mi-

nifter ever flnce he knew him, ftrongly marks the regret

felt by his majefty In commanding his departure ; and no-

thing lefs than the powerful reafons, of his dignity beino-

perfonally offended, and the peace of his dominions ren-

dered liable to be difturbed by thofe principles it has not

fcrupled to avow, could have influenced his majefty to defire

the removal of a perfon who has fuch claims upon his regard,

that, in fignifying his intentions to the comte de RazumorHky,

(whom he no longer acknowledges a public minifter,) his

majefty allows him a week to make the neceffary prepara-

tions. The king has alfo given orders for fhips, and every

other accommodation that can render his puffage to St.

Peterfburg convenient, that being the only mark of atten-

tion which the prefent circumftances ler.ve it in his power to

-{hew to the comte de Razumofffky.

Cop?
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Cobv of a Circular Note delivered by the Court of

Sweden to all theforeign Ministers, dated Stockholm,

June 2$, 1788.

WII[LE the king, anxious to preserve a good under-

standing with all his neighbours, neglected nothing in the

cultivation of the fame with the court of Ruffia ; he hag

been aftonifhed to obferve the little effect which his fenti-

ments have produced on the miniiler of that power ; whofe

language, for fome months pad, in his public conduct, ftill

appears to bear the marks of that fyftem of diffenfion which

his predeceffors tranfmitted to him, and which they have

perpetually laboured to extend. The king was always

willing to deceive himfelf on this point, and wifhed he could

doubt the exifcence of the efforts made by the Ruffian envoy,

to induce the Swedifh nation to return to thofe errors which

led it aftray during the time of anarchy, and to diffeminate

anew, in the heart of the ftate, that ancient fpirit of dif-

cord, which Heaven and his majefty's paternal care have

happily extinguished ; till at length count Razumofffky,

by his note of the 18th of June, has extinguifhed all thofe

doubts the king was ftill defirous of preferving on this fub-

ject. Amidft the declarations cf the emprefs's friend/hip

for the king, with which the note is filed, this minifter has

not hefitated to appeal to others befides the king. He ad-

dreffed himfelf to all the members of adnumih»ation, as well

-r.f? to the nation itfelf, to allure them of the fentiments of

his fovereign, and how much fhe has their tranquillity at

heart. This Sweden, however, derives folely from its pro"

per union ; and the king could not but fee, with the great eft

furprife, a declaration expreffed in fuch terms, diicerning

therein but too much of the policy and language ufed by that

miniver's predeceffors ; who, not content with fowing di-

vifions among his majefty's fubjects, wanted to fet up other

authorities in oppofifion to the legitimate power, and to

undermine
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undermine the fundamental laws of the kingdom, by calling

in aid of their affertions witneffes which the form of go-

vernment cannot recognize. It was in vain that his majefty

fought to reconcile the affurances of the friendttn'p of the

emprefs of Ruflia on one fide, with the appeal to the fub-

jefts of Sweden on the other. Every minifter being charged

to declare the fentiments of his matter, ought not, nor can

announce to them any other than the fovereign by whom
his credentials have been accepted. All other authority is

unknown to him, and every other witnefs fuperfluous. Such

is the law, fuch is the conttant practice in all the courts of

Europe, and this rule has never ceafed to be obferved, un-

lefs when by captious infinuations the only aim has been (as

heretofore in Sweden) to embroil matters, to confound

every thing, and again to fet up thofe barriers which form

the diftin&ion between the nation and their fovereign.

Thus hurt, in a way moll nearly affecting his dignity, and

no longer hearing from count Razumofffky the language

of a minifter, hitherto charged to convey the friendly fenti-

ments of the emprefs ; but, at the fame time, unable to

conceive, that exprefiions fo contrary to the fundamental

laws of Sweden, and which, by dividing the king and the

ftate, would render every fubjc6t culpable, were prefcribei

to hirn, the king chufes rather to attribute them to the pri-

vate fentiments of the Ruffian minifter, of which he has

given fufficient indication, than to the orders of his court.

In the mean time, after what has patted, after declarations

as contrary to the happinefs of the kingdom as to the laws

and refpeft due to the king, his majefty can no longer con-

fider count Razumofffky in the quality of a minifter, and

finds himfelf obliged to require .his departure from Sweden,

confiding to his ambaffador at the court of Ruflia the an-

fwer to the other points which have been juft communi-

cated.

Nothing lefs than fo direct an attack on the dignity of

the king, on the part of count Razumofffky, could induce

his
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his majefty to infill on the departure of one, whom he has

honoured with particular regard. But feeing himfclf re-

duced to fuch neceffity with regret, his majefty, in confe-

quence of his former good-will, has endeavoured to foften

the diiagreeable nature of this event, by the care he takes'

in regard to count Razumofffky's departure, and by the

attention that will be paid to the time, and to his accom-

modation in his voyage to St. Petersburg.

His majefty wifhing that the diplomatic body fiiould be

acquainted with the foregoing occurrences, the fenator count

Oxenftiern has the honour of communicating the fame.

(Signed) Oxenstiern.

Declaration of the Empress of all the Russias, agalnjl

the King of Sweden, June 30, 1788.

IT was towards the end of the laft winter that the arma-

ments by fea and land began to fhew themfelves in Swe-

den.—Whifpers were purpofely circulated in the kingdom,

as if Ruflia meditated an attack. In proportion as thefe

preparations advanced, and as it was believed they had made

an impreffion on fome national fpirits, the cabinet of Stock-

holm began to extend rumours of the fame kind, even to

foreign courts. The emprefs has the fatisfaftion to learn

that thefe infinuations have every where failed of their aim.

In truth, the courts of Europe are too enlightened to be-

lieve that Ruflia, after having for fo long a time maintained

a pacific fyftem in regard to Sweden, had chofen to depart

from it in the moment when (he was engaged in a war lo

ferious as that in which the Ottoman Porte had involved

her.

In the mean time, the emprefs, attentive to even- thing

which palled in a place fo adjacent to her territories, judged

it neceflary, on the information and advice "which (he re-

ceived, not to negleil to take meafures of precaution. But,

anxious to avoid every thing which might give umbrage or

excite alarm, Cac contented herfelf with ordering to Finland

a flight
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a flight reinforcement of troops, and with eftablifning in

this province magazines proportioned to their number, and

indifpenfably necefiary to their fubfiflence. In fine, repofmg

on the innocence and rectitude of her intentions, on the re-

ligious observance of the perpetual treaty Subfifting between

the empire of Ruflia and the kingdom of Sweden ; and above

all, not knowing of any one Subject of diScuSSion, open or

concealed, between the two courts—the amicable corres-

pondence, on the contrary, continuing, as ufual between

them-—me had undoubtedly every right to think, that,

great as might be the ambition, the uneaiinefs, and the

envy of the imperial powers, the true motives that could

impel the Swedifli monarch to make war on her muft be re-

prefled by the reSpect to good faith, which ought to actuate

the hearts of Sovereigns even more than of other men ; by

the impoffibility of giving any colour of equity to the fcope

which he wifhed to give to his paffions ; and, in fine, by

the obftacle, equally ftrong, that of the folemn compact he

had made with his people, not to undertake any war without

affembling, confulting, and obtaining the confent of his

Subjects.

Nothing could prove more effectually the Satisfaction

which mould have been placed in her imperial majefty's various

affurances, than the refolution which flie took of detaching

from the fleet deflined for the Archipelago a Squadron of

only three (hips, which fhe Sent to Sea in the beginning of

this month, notwithstanding the pofitive advices ihe had of

all the Swediih fleet being cruizing in the Baltic. Thefe

Ships, three days after their departure from the port of

Cronfbadt, fell in, off the ifle of Dago, with the Swedifh

fleet, which detached a frigate, the captain of which came

aboard of the fhip of the vice-admiral Vanderfeer, who com-

manded this little Squadron. The captain of the frigate

announced to the vice-admiral the prefence of the duke of

Sudermania, the king's brother, the commander of the

Swedifh fleet, and required the Salute. The vice-admiral

replied,
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replied, thn.t by the 17th article of the treaty of Abo, no

falute could take place between the Ruffian and Swedifh fleets;

but that refpetting, in the perfon of the duke of Sudermania

the coufin-german of the emprefs, r.nd the brother of the

king of Sweden, he had no difficulty in rendering to thefe

diftmclions all the honours that were due. He then ordered

•a falute with thirteen guns, and fent an officer on board the

duke's fhip to pay his compliments, and to announce to

him at the fame time, that it was to his perfon only that the

honours were addrefTed. The aufwer of the duke of Su-

dermania was, that although he was not ignorant of the

tenor of the convention made between the courts of Sweden

and Ruffia, ia regard to the falute, he would not accept of

that which was to be rendered, unlefs it was given to the

Swedifh flag, as he had received the mod precife orders

from the king his brother to make that flag refpected in

every place, and on every occafion.

The emprefs had hardly time to make her complaints on

the injuiiice and irregularity of this proceeding to the court

of Stockholm, when fhe was informed of that other, flill

lefs expecled, of the difmiffion of her minifter from the

Swedifh court and territories. The pretended reafons of

this meafure are expofed in the declaration of the king made

to the minillers of foreign courts. Thefe reafons are not

calculated to impofe on the moft unenlightened, and they

therefore require no anfwer ; but one cannot help obferving,

that it is the firft example of the kind by which a fovereign

affured his fubjects of the pacific and benevolent fentiments

he entertained towards them.

In the mean time the emprefs, refolved to continue to

the lail in the principles of moderation fhe had profeffed,

confined her refentment of this proceeding to the retalia^

tion which fhe was naturally authorifed to ufe in regard to

the minifter of the king of Sweden. She fignified to him

to quit her court in the fame fpace of time which had been

fixed for her miailler at Stockholm. The only difference

4
«
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in the proceeding was, that all falfe and Jnfidious imputa-

tion was carefully avoided.—This difference has been efta-

blilhed and demonftrated indeed by the good faith which has

accompanied the caufe of the emprefs, and the breach cf

faith which has marked the whole conduct of the king of

Sweden.

Notwithflanding thefe fcenes, which threatened an almofi

inevitable war, the emprefs was pleafed to cherifh hopes

that the amicable explanations which the Swedifh monarch

had himfelf promifed the foreign powers, might yet tend

to preferve the good harmony and neighbourhood, which no

one reafon of ftate on either fide had a tendency to interrupt.

But this hope is totally vanimed. She learns that on the

2 lit or 22d of this month the troops of the king cf Sweden

having fallen haftily on the frontiers of Ruffia, have carried

off the money depofited in feveral cuftom-houfes, have pe-

netrated to the environs of Nieflat, and have even opened

the fiege of its caftle.

It is by a feries of violent proceedings (of which every

one infringes on the rights the moll generally received among

civilized nations) that the king of Sweden, without having

complained of one grievance againfl Ruffia, has at length

pufhed to the uttermoft the moderation of the emprefs, and

has obliged her to have recourfe to the only remedy which

is left her, of repelling force by force. It is with regret

that (he iffues her orders to the commanders of her forces

by land and fea. In making known this refolution, as well

as the motives that have provoked her to it, to the friendly

powers, (lie proteHs to them, that the king of Sweden is

alone refponfible to God, to the world, and to his own
people, for all the calamities to which his ambition and in«-

juftice may give rif<%

Exhort-
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Exhortation of the King of Sweden to his SubjectSi

WE Guflavus, by the grace of God king of Sweden,

of the Goths and Vandals, to all our faithful fubjects health!

commending them to the care of the Almighty, with our

favour and particular good-will.

Seeing ourfelvcs again attacked by enemies on another

fide of our kingdom, and obliged to arm, in order to de-

iend our Hates and the independence of our dear country,

no lefs than your lives, your property, your liberties, and

your welfare, we doubt not that our dear fubjects will with

the arms affume the courage of their anceftors, with firm-

nefs and unanimity to repulfe the enterprifes of our ene-

mies—more efpecially as ourfelf fhall fet them the example,

like our illuftrious predeceffors, to defend, to the very laft

man, the independence of a kingdom, that boafts fo remote

an antiquity. Neverthelefs, we muft not conceal from you,

my fubjeCts, all the means which the enemy wifhes to employ,

in order to fubjugate a people, whofe valour they have often

experienced to their detriment.

As they cannot hope to effect our common ruin folely

by open force, they are ftriving to excite difcord, as well

between yourfelves, as between you and us, fomenting jea-

loufies by fecret intrigues, and provoking quarrels, in the

full perfuafion that a Swediih king, united with the Swedifli

nation, could not eafily be brought under their yoke. We
exhort you, then, in the name of the Almighty God, as the

true and only defender of kings and ftates, that you will

not liften to treacherous infinuations, t)Ut that you will

conftantly perfevere in the fidelity which we have a right'

to expect, from you, and which, during fixteen years of

our reign, we have no lefs experienced than deierved. We
have alfo to give you the happy information, that the prin-

cipal powers in Europe now in alliance with each other,

which interefl themfelves in the independence of the

Swediih nation, are at this prefent moment endeavouring to

accomplish
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accomplifh our wifhes in the restoration of peace ; which

we hope, with the help of the Almighty, will, by our joint

efforts, foon be eftablifhed. Wc truft, that fo foon as that

falutary end mall be attained, we mall have the fatisfa&ion

to meet our fubje£ts, united in the ftricteft bonds of con-

cord, in a general diet of the ftates, where we may offer up

our thankfgivings to the Supreme Being, for his protection

vouchfafed to us, and to our kingdom. In the mean while,

we recommend you to his all-powerful hand ; and we re-

main in the utmoft affection towards you all, of whatfoever

rank, with all our royal favour and good-will.

(Signed) GUSTAVUS.
Done at Carlftadt, Sept. 26, 1788.

(and lower)

HSRM. VON LaASTBONE.

Declaration, and Counter. -Declaration, bptwees

Denmark and Sweden.

DECLARATION.

HIS Danifh majefty has ordered the under-figned to de-

clare, that although he complies with the treaty between

the courts of Peterfburg and Copenhagen, in furnifhing the

former with the number of fhips and troops ftipulated by

feveral treaties, and particularly that of 1781 ; he yet con-

fiders himfelf in perfect amity and peace with his Swedifh

majefty : which friendfhip {hall not be interrupted, although

the Swedifh arms mould prove victorious, either in repulfmg,

defeating, or taking prifoners the Danifli troops now in

the Swedifh territories, acting as Ruffian auxiliaries under

Ruffian flags. Nor does he conceive that his Swedifh ma-
jefty has the leaft ground to complain, fo long as the Danifh

fhips and troops now acting againft Sweden do not exceed

the number ftipulated by treaty ; and it is his earneft de-

fire, that all friendly and commercial intercourfe between

the two nations, and the good underftanding between the

courts
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courts of Stockholm and Copenhagen, remain mvlolabl

heretofore.

(Signed) Count De Berxstorf.

Delivered to the baron de Sprcngporten, his Swedifh

mnjefty's minifter plenipotentiary at the court of Co-

penhagen, Sept. 23, 1 70S.

' COUNTER-DECLARATION.

THE declaratory note delivered by the count Bernftorf

to the under-figned, in which his Danifh majefty conceives

that his Swedifh majelly cannot have any ground of com-

plaint, as long as the Danifh fhips and troops merely act as

auxiliaries to Rufiia, is a doctrine which his Swedifh majefty

cannot altogether reconcile with the law of nations and

rights of fovereigns, and againft which his majefty has or-

dered the under-ligned to proteft.

Neverthelefs, to prevent an effufion of blood between the

fubjecls ofthe two kingdoms, and particularly at the moment

when a negotiation has begun to reftore perfect peace and

tranquillity in the north of Europe, which affords a pleafing

profpect of a general pacification ; his Swedifh majefty, from

motives of a love of peace, waves entering into a fpeculative

difcuffion, whether or not there is a caufe or ground of

complaint, on his fide, and refts perfectly fatisfied with the

alTurances contained in his Danifh majefty's declaration,

that his Daniih majefty has no hoftile views againft Sweden,

and that the friendly and commercial intercourfe between

the lubjefts of both kingdoms, and the good underftanding

between the two courts, fhall remain uninterrupted.

His Swedifh majefty puts the ftrongeft faith and utmoft

confidence in what Mr. Elliot, envoy extraordinary and

minifter plenipotentiary of his Britannic majefty, has repre-

fented to him on this important occafion.

His majefty, therefore, to prevent the horrors of war,

and the calamities impending over the two nations ; anxious

to behold peace and union reftored between them ; embraces

with
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with fatisfa&ion his Danifh majefty's declaration, and parti-

cularly as it will facilitate the negotiation for a general peace

which is happily begun through the mediation of Great

Britain, France, Holland* and Pruffia, and the good faccefs

of which is the greateft objecl of his majefty's ambition, and

which his majefty has fully declared to the aforefaid Mr*

Elliot, provided the defeating of the Ruffian auxiliaries is

not confidered as hoftilities againft his Danifh majefty,

agreeable to the declaration delivered by count Bernftorf.

(Signed) Baron de Sprengport en.

Dated Stockholm, October 6, 1788, and delivered to the

count Bernftorf at Copenhagen,

Copv of a Declaration delivered to the Confederated

States of Poland by the Pruffian'Minifter at Warsaw,
dated Oclober 12, 1788, on the SubjetY of an intended Alliance

between Russia and Polakd.

IF the projected alliance between Ruffia and Poland has

for its firft object the confervation of the ftates of Poland,

the king doe3 not fee the neeeffity or utility of it, becaufe

the fafety of Poland is fufficiently guaranteed by the laft

treaties. It cannot be fuppofed that her majefty the em-

prefs of Ruffia, or her ally the emperor of Germany, would

infringe theirs* It muft then be fuppofed the king has fuch

a defign ; and, in confequence, this alliance is directed

againft him.

Thus the king cannot but obje£r. and proteft folemnly

againft the faid alliance, as tending to break the good har-

mony eftablifhed between Pruffia and Poland by the moll

folemn treaties.

If, in the fecond place, this alliance is dire&ed againft

the common enemy, and if under this qualification is in-

cluded the Ottoman Porte ; the king, out of friendfnip for

the republic of Poland, cannot but reprefent, that the Porte

having always religioufly obferved the peace of Carlowitz ;

vol. in. k k s.ud
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and that during the whole courfe of the prefent war they

have carefully avoided the ftates of the republic, there will

infallibly rcfult the moil dangerous confequences, as well for

the ftates of the republic, as for thofe of his Pruffian majefty

which are next adjoining, if Poland contracts alliances which

authorize the Porte to regard Poland as an enemy. Every

loyal and enlightened citizen of Poland will fee at once how
difficult and impoffiblc it will be to defend his country againft

an enemy fo near, fo formidable, and fo reftlefs.

The king cannot then be indifferent to the project of an

alliance, which menaces not only the grcateft danger towards

the republic, but to his own ftates, and which will infallibly

extend farther the flames of war, already too general.

The king finds nothing to object againft the republic of

Poland's augmenting its army, and putting its forces in a

refpectable Hate. But he leaves to the consideration of the

good citizens of Poland, if, in each augmentation of the

army of Poland, a power is not given to engage the republic

in a war which is abfolutely foreign to it, and confequently

leading to grievous confequences. The king is flattered,

that his majefty the king of Poland, and the ftates of the

ferene republic affembled in the prefent diet, will take into

mature deliberation all that his majefty now reprefents, in

the way and through motives of the moil iincere friendship,

and for the true welfare and common intereft of the two

ftates, fo clofely united by the indiflbluble ties of a perpetual

alliance.

His majefty alfo hopes, that her majefty the emprefs of

Huifia will not refufe her approbation to motives fo juft, and

fo conformable to the welfare of the Polifn nation ; and h?

expects alio with confidence, from one part and the other,

that they defift from the project of an alliance fo little ne-

ceffary, but always fo dangerous for Poland. It is in this

hope, that his majefiy invites all the true patriots and good

citizens of Poland to unite with him, to prevent, by their

ur.ion and wife meafurcs, the imminent danger with whieh

their
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their country is menaced. And they may depend, that his

majefty will grant them the neceflary affiftance, and the moil

powerful fuccours, for maintaining the independence, liberty,

and fecurity of Poland.

Given at Warfaw, the 1 2th of O&ober 1788.

LOUIS DE BuCKHOLZ.

Answer of the Diet at Warsaw to the King of

Prussia's Declaration.

THE under-figned, by the exprefs orders of the king

and the confederate ftates of the diet, has the honour to

tranfmit to M. de Buckholz the following anfwer

:

The reading of the faid declaration of his Pruffian majefty,

in a full council, on the 13th, has impreffed the ftates aflem-

bled with a lively fenfe of the generous manner in which the

king has afted as a friend and neighbour, in affuring to Po-

land the fafety of its pofleffions.

The project of an alliance between Ruffia and Poland,

not having been propofed either to the permanent council,

or to the diet when free, and afterwards confederated, is not

therefore an objeft of the a£t of union, which leads the bufi-

nefs of the diet, conformably to the general will of the na-

tion ; and the proportions coming from the throne refpe<5t>

ing the augmentation of impofts, and the military of the re-

public, are not in the fyftem of an offenfive force, but folely

for defending and preferving its pofiefllons and its free go-

vernment.

If in the already determined proceeding the ftates af-

fembled receive a proportion and a projeft of an alliance, the

republic, being held by the fame nature of a diet, in fo pub-

lic a ftep will never veil its proceedings, but a£t conformably

to the independence of its fovereignty, to the rules of pru-

dence, to the facred principles of public faith, and to the

deference due to the friendly fentiments of his majefty the

king of Pruflia,

% k 2 The
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The general will, ever right and ever public, forming the

fpirit of the deliberations of the prefent diet, the ftates

afTembled unanimoufly make it their wifh to fix in the opinion

of his pruffian majefty an advantageous idea of their under-

standings, and their patriotism

(Signed)

Stanislaus Nalzel Malachoffsky.

Referendary of the crown, marfhal of the diet, and of

the confederation of the crown.

(Signed) Casimir Prince Sapieha,

General of artillery of Lithuania, marfhal of the

confederation of the grand duchy of Lithuania.

IVarfaw, OS.zoth, 1788.

No. IX.

Articles of the Quadruple Alliance brtween Russia,

Austria, France, and Svais.

U THAT in cafe any of the parties are attacked, by fea

or land, the other three lhall defend with money, forces, or

.(hipping.

II. The treaties of 1.740, 1 753, 1756, the Bourbon

Family. Compact in 1761, and the Convention between

Auftria and Rufiia in 1787, fhall be in full force.

III. Their moil chriftian and catholic majefties oblige

thernteives to obferve the ftricVeft neutrality in the prefent

war with the Turks. But in cafe the emperor ibou'ld be

attacked by any other power, the french king is to furnirti

him 30,000 men, or an equivalent in money, on demand.

And in cafe the french king is attacked, the emperor is to

furnifh the like fuccours.

IV. The
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X

IV. The king of Spain agrees, on his part, to the

aforefaid third article, as the emperor alfo does toward the.

king of Spain.

V. If the emprefs of Ruffia mould be attacked in the

prefent war with the Turks, his moft chriftian majefty

engages to affift her with eight fliips of the line and fix

frigates ; and his catholic majefty is to furnifh the like fuc-

cours ; the emprefs of Ruffia binding herfelf to furnifh

either or both powers with an equal affiftance, in cafe any

attack is made on them.

VI. The treaty of commerce between France and Ruffia,

made in 1787, (hall be in full furce, and a fimilar treaty be

figned by Ruffia and Spain.

VII. The treaty of 1761, between France and Spain, to

be in full force.

VIII. Though this treaty is to be purely defenfive, the

parties agree, that if any of them are attacked, the other

three fhall not make peace, until the province which is

invaded is reftored back in the fame ftate it was before

attacked.

IX. Whenever any of the parties fhall, by their ambaf-

fadors, demand ftipulated fuccours, the faid ambafladors

fhall be leciprocally admitted into the councils of war, and

deliberate upon and fettle whatever may be moft advan-

tageous to the four contracting parties ; and the auxiliary

fuccours are to be augmented as events may require.

X. The high contracting parties (hall have liberty to

invite fuch other powers to accede to the prefent treaty as

they may think proper.

XI. Denmark, as an ally of Ruffia, ihall be fpecially

fnvitcd to accede thereto.

x K
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No. X.

TfcEATV of Peace concluded between the King of Swepei:

and the Empress of all the Russias.

In the name of the holy and undivided Trinity !

HIS majefty the king of Sweden, and her majefty the

emprefs of all the Ruilias, equally defirous of putting an

«nd to the war which had unhappily broke out between

them, and to re-eftablifh the friendfhip, harmony, and good

neighbourhood, which have long fubfifted between their

refpective ftates and countries, have reciprocally commu-

nicated to each other their pacific intentions ; and with a

view to realize them, they have appointed and authorized,

viz. his majefty the king of Sweden, the fieur Guftavus

von Armfeldt, baron of Vorentatha, &c. and her majefty

the emprefs of all the Ruffias, the fieur Otho Henry von

Igelftrom, lieutenant-general of her armies, &c. who, after

having communicated to each other their full powers, and

found them duly authorized, and in proper form, and

having mutually exchanged them, have agreed on the

following articles :

I. There fh all be henceforward, between his majefty the

king of Sweden and his eftates, countries, and nations, oa

one part, and her majefty the emprefs of all the RuffiaS;,

and her- eftates, countries, and nations, on the other,

perpetual peace, good neighbourhood, and perfeft tran-

quillity, both by fea and land ; and confequently, the moll

fpeedy orders for the ceffation of hoftiiities (hall be given by

each party. Whatever is paft /hall be forgotten : attention

will only be paid to the re-eftablifhment of that harmony

and mutual good-will which has been interrupted by the

prefent war.

II. The
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II. The limits and frontiers fliall, on each fide, continue

ass they were before the rupture, or the beginning of the

prefent war.

III. Therefore all the countries, provinces, or places

whatever, which have been taken or occupied by the troops

of either of the contracting parties, fliall be evacuated as

fpeediiy as pofuble, or in 74 days after the exchange of the

ratification of the prefent treaty.

IV. All prifoners of war, or others -who, not bearing

iiirns, have been taken by either of the belligerent parties

during the courfe of hoftilities, fliall be fet ^at .liberty by

each party without ranfom ; and they fhall be •permitted tp

return home without any indemnification being required by

either party for their maintenance ; but they (hall be obliged

to pay the debts which they have contracted with indivi-

duals of each refpeclive Hate,

V. And, in order to prevent the giving the leaft occa*

iion for a m.ifunderftanding at fea between the contracting

parties, it is fcipulated and agreed, that whenever one or

more fwedifh men of war, whether fmall or great, fhall

pa-fs by the forts of her imperial majefty, they fhall ,be

obliged to give a falute in the^fwedifh manner ; which fhal]

be immediately anfwei-ed by a falute in the ruffian mode.

The fame fhall be obferved by ruffian men of war, whether

one or more ; they fliall be obliged to falute before the

forts of his fwedifh majeily, and they fhall be anfwered by a

fwedifh falute.

In the mean time, the high contracting parties fliall

order, as fpeediiy as poffible, a particular convention to be

made, in which the mode of faluting between fwedifh and

ruffian fhips fhall be eftablifhed, whether at fea, in port, or

wherever they may chance to meet.

Till then, in order to prevent miftakes in the above

cafe, fhips of war belonging to either party fliall not. falute

<*ach other.

VI. Her imperial majefty of all the Ruffias has alio

agreed, that his fwedifh majefty fliall be at liberty to buy

k k 4 every
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every year corn to the amount of 50,000 rubles in the port j

of the gulph of Finland and of the Baltic fea, provided it

be proved that it is for the ufe of his fwedifh majefly, or for

the ufe of fome of his fubjefts duly authorized by his

majefty, without dues or charges, and to export it freely

into Sweden. In this, however, barren years fhall not be
included, nor fuch years in which, for fome important

reafons, her imperial majefty may be induced to forbid the

exportation of grain to any nation whatever.

VII. As the eagernefs of the high contracting parties

for the fpeedy termination of thofe evils with which their

refpective fubje&s have been airlifted, in confequence of war,

docs not allow them time for the regulation of many points,

and objects tending to eftablifh firmly a good neighbourhood

and perfect tranquillity of the frontiers, they agree, and

mutually promife to pay attention to thofe points and objects,

and to difcuis and regulate them amicably by means of am-

baffadors or plenipotentiary minifters, whom they fhall ap-

point immediately after the conclufion of the prefent

treaty of peace.

VIII. The ratifications of the prefent treaty of peace

fhall be exchanged within the fpace of fix days, or fooner if

pofiible.

In teftimony whereof, we have figned the prefent treaty

of peace, and fealed it with our arms.

Done in the plain of Vercle, near the river Kymene,

between the advanced pofts of each camp, the ntl»

of Auguft 1790.

Gvstavus Maurf, Baron von Armfelpt,

Otho, Baron von Igilstrom.
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No. XI.

Manifesto of the Empress of all the Russias, relative t*

the JPartition of Poland.
,

I MICHAEL Krec]ietnicoff, general in chief, fenatpr,

general-governor of Tula, Kaluga, and the countries newly

annexed from the polifh reoublic to the ruffian empire, com-

jmander of all the armies there, &c. hereby make known,

by the fupreme will and command of my moll gracious

Sovereign her imperial majefty of all the Ruffias, to all the

inhabitants in general of the countries now united for ever

Jo the ruffian empire from the polifh republic :

Her imperial majefty has hitherto taken, in the affairs of

Poland, a part that has always been tending to the intereft

of both empires. It has not only been unfuccefsful, but

proved a fraitlefs burthen ; and her endeavours to maintain

peace and freedom among her neighbours have been attended

with innumerable loffes.

Thirty years of experience has evinced it, in the nume-

rous internal difputes which have diftraclied the polifh

republic. Her imperial majefty has viewed their fufferings,

in the countries and cities bordering on her empire, with

great cpmpaffion, confidering them as defcending from the

fame race, and profeffing the holy chriftian religion.

Even at this moment, fome unworthy Poles, enemies to

their country, haye not been afhamed to approve the go-

vernment of the ungodly rebels in the kingdom of France,

and to requeft their affiftance to involve their country alfo in

bloody civil wars.

The true chriftian religion, and the well-being of the

inhabitants of the above-mentioned countries, would fuffer

from the introduction of fuch deteftable doctrines, which

tend to annihilate all the bonds of fociety, to overthrow all

fafety, property, and profperity. Thefa enemies of peace,

following
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following the detcftable plan of the mob of rebels in France,

propagate their doctrines throughout Poland to the utmoft

of their power, which would deilroy for ever their own and

their neighbours happinefs.

From thefe confiderations, her imperial majefty, my moft

gracious miftrefs, as well to indemnify herfelf for her many

loffes, as for the future fafety of her empire and the polifti

dominions, and for the cuttiug off at once> for ever, all

future difturbances and frequent changes of government,

has been pleafed bow to take under her fway, and to unite

for ever to her empire, the following tracts of land, with all

their inhabitants : namely, a line beginning at the village of

Druy, on the left bank of the river Dwina, at the corner of

the border of Semigallia ; thence extending to Neroch and

Dubrova, and following the border of the voivodfhip of

Vilna to Stolptfa, to Nefvij, and then to Pinfk ; and thence

pafling Kunifh, between Vifkero and Novegreble, near the

frontier of Gallicia ; thence to the river Dniefter; and,

laitly, running along the river, till it enters the old

border of Ruffia and Poland at Jergetick : in fuch manner,

that all the cities and countries within this line of demarc-

ation, the new border of Ruffia and Poland, mall hence-

forward, for ever, come under the fceptre of the ruffian em-

pire, and the inhabitants, of all ranks whatever, be fubjects

thereof.

I being appointed by her imperial majefty governor-

general of thefe countries, by her fupreme order have to

certify, in her facred name, and in her own words, to all

her imperial majefty's new fubjefts, and now my beloved

countrymen, that her moft gracious majefty is pleafed, not

only to confirm and enfure to all, the free and public ex'ercife

of their religion, and full fecurity of property and poffeffion>

but to unite and to affiliate them under her government, for

the fame and glory of the whole ruffian empire ; an example

of which is to be feen in her faithful fubjecls, the inhabitants

of White Ruffia, now living in full peace and plenty under

ier wife and gracious dominion. Further, that all and

every
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every one of them fhall enjoy all the rights and privilege*

of her old fubjects ; and that from this day, every denomi-

nation of the inhabitants enters on the full participation of

thefe benefits through the whole extent of the ruffian

empire.

Her imperial majefty expects, from the gratitude of her

jiew fubjects, that they, being placed by her bounty on an

equality with Ruffians, mall in return transfer the love of

their former country to the new one, and live, in future,

attached to fo great and generous an emprefs,

I therefore now inform every perfon, from the highefl to

the loweft, that, within one month, they muft take the

oath of allegiance before thewitneffes whom I fhall appoint;

and if any of the gentlemen, or other ranks, pofTeffing real

or immovable property, regardlefs of their own iatereft,

ihould refufe to take the oath prefcribed, three months are

allowed for the fale of their immovables, and their free

departure over the borders 5 after the expiration of which

term, all their remaining property fhall be confifcated to the

crown.

The clergy, both high and low, as payors of their flocks,

are expected to fet the example in taking the oath ; and in

the daily fervice in their churches they muft pray for her

imperial majefty, for her fucceflor the great duke Paul

Petrovitch, and for all the imperial family, according to the

form which mall be given them.

In the above-mentioned folemn affurance concerning the

free exercife of religion and undifturbed poifeffion of pro-

perty, it is underftood that the jews living in thefe countries

united to the ruffian empire, fhall remain on the former

footing, protected in their religion and property ; for her

majefty's humanity will not permit them alone to be excluded

from the benefits of her kindnefs, under the protection of

God ; fo long as they continue to live in peace, and purfue

their trades like faithful fubjects, law and juftice fhall be

adminiftered, in the name of her imperial majefly, in the

proper places, with the utrnoft ftri&nefs and equity.

I have
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I have further thought it needful to add, by order of

her imperial majefty, that the troops fhall, as in their own

country, be under the ftn'ckft difcipline. Their taking

poflefiion, therefore, of the various places, and changing

the government, mould not in the lead alter the courfe

of trade or living ; for the increafe of the happinefs of

the inhabitants in all parts is the intention of her imperial

majefty.

This marufefto fhall be read in all the churches on the

27th of this prefent month of March, regiftered in all the

jnunicfpal books, and nailed up in proper places, for the

general information ; and that full credit may be given to it,

1 have, in confeouence of the powers entrufted to me, figned

it with my hand, and affixed to it the feal of my arms, at

the head-quarters of the army under my command at

polonna.

'

(Signed) M. Krechetnicoff,

Manifesto of his Prussian Majesty relative to the

Partition of Poland, March 25.

WE Frederic William, by the grace of God, king of

pruffia, &c. make known to the refpeclive ftates, bifhops,

abbots, voivodes, caftle-keepers, ftahrofts, chamberlains,

and country judges ; the knighthood, van". Is, and nobles,

the magiftrates and inhabitants of the cities, the country-

men, and all the remainder of the fpiritual and fecular

inhabitants of the voivodefiilps of Pofen, Gnefen, Kalifli,

Siradia, the city and monaftery of Chentochowa, the pro-

vince of Wielun ; the voivodefhip of Lentfchitz, the pro-

vince of Cujavia, the province of Doorzyn, the voivode-

Jhips of Rava and Plotzk, Sec. in the circle of the bound-

aries, as likewife the cities of Dantzic and Thorn, hitherto

in the poflefiion of the crown of Poland, our gracious will,

royal grace, and all forts of good, and give them the

following moil gracious notice :
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It is univerfally known that the polilh nation never ceafed

to afford to the neighbouring powers, and chiefly to the

pruffian (late, frequent reafons of juil difcontent. Not

fatisfied (contrary to all rules of good neighbourhood)

with injuring the pruffian territory, by frequent invasions,

with molefting and ili-ufing the fubjedts on this fide the

frontiers, and with almoft continually refufing them juftice

and lawful fatisfadftion ; this nation have, befides, always

bulled themfelves with pernicious plans, which mufc needs

attract the attention of the neighbouring powers. Thefe

are matters of fa£t which could not efcape the eye of an

attentive obferver of the late occurrences in Poland : but

what chiefly excited the ferious confideration of the neigh-

bouring powers is, the fpirit of rebellion continually in-

creasing in Poland, and the viiible influence which was

obtained by thofe abominable exertions, by which all

civil, political, and religious ties would have been diffolved,

and the inhabitants of Poland expofed to all the tremendous

confequences of anarchy, and plunged into miferies, the end

of which could not be forefeen.

If in every country the adoption and fpreading of fuch

deftructive principles is always attended with the lofs

of the tranquillity and happinefs of its inhabitants, its

deftruclive confequences are the more to be dreaded in a

country like Poland ; fmce this nation have always diftin-

guifhed themfelves by difcurbance6 and party fpirit, and are

powerful enough of themfelves to become dangerous to

their neighbours by thefe diftiubances.

It would certainly militate againft the firfl rules of found

policy, as well as the duties incumbent on us for the pre-

servation of tranquillity in our dominions, if, in fuch a itatc

of things in a neighbouring great kingdom, we remained

inactive fpesStators, and mould wait for the period when the

factions feel themfelves ftrong enough to appear in public ;

by which our own neighbouring provinces would be expofed

to feveral dangers, by the confequences of the anarchy on

our frontiers.

Wc



£\t> APPENDIX, NO* XI.

We have, therefore, in conjunction with her majefty the

emprefs of Ruflia, and with the afient of his majefty the

roman emperor, acknowledged, that the fafety of our

ftates did require to fet to the republic of Poland fuch

boundaries as are more compatible with her interior ftrength

and fituation, and may facilitate to her the means of pro-

curing, without prejudice to her liberty, a well-ordered,

folid, and active form of government ; of maintaining herfelf

in the undifturbed enjoyment of the fame ; and preventing,

by thefe means, the difturbances which have fo often fhaken

her own tranquillity, and endangered the fafety of her

neighbours.

In order to attain this end, and to preferve the republic

of Poland from the dreadful confequences which muft be

the refult of her internal divifions, and to refcue her from

her utter ruin, but chiefly to withdraw her inhabitants from

the horrors of the deftructive doctrines which they are bent

to follow ; there is, according to our thorough perfuafion,

to which alfo her majefty the emprefs of all the Rufllas

accedes, no other means, except to incorporate her frontier

provinces into our ftates, and for this purpofe immediately

to take pofleffion of the fame, and to prevent, in time, all

misfortunes which might arife from the continuance of the

reciprocal difturbances.

Wherefore we have refolved, with the afient of her ruf-

fian majefty, to take pofleflion of the above-mentioned

diftri&s of Pcland, and alfo of the cities of Dantzic and

Thorn, in order to incorporate them into our dominions.

We herewith publicly announce our firm and unfhaken

refolution, and expect that the polifli nation will foon

affemble in the diet, and adopt the neceflary meafures to the

end of fettling things in an amicable manner, and of obtain-

ing the falutary end of fecuring to the republic of Poland

an undifturbed peace, and pfeferving her inhabitants from

the terrible confequences of anarchy. At the fame time,

we exhort the ftates and inhabitants of the diftri&s and

towns which we have taken pofTcflion of, as already men-

tioned,
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t.ioned, both in a gracious and ferious manner, not to oppofe

our commanders and troops ordered for that purpofe, but

rather tractably to fubmit to our government, and acknow-

ledge us, from this day forward, as their lawful king and

fovereign, to behave like loyal and obedient fubjects, and to

renounce all connection with the crown of Poland.

We doubt not that all whom this may concern will attend

to it with obedience ; but in cafe, and contrary to all expect-

ation, fome one or other ftate and inhabitants of the ;faid

diftricts and towns fhould refufe to obey the contents of

this, and not take the oath of allegiance, nor fubmit to

our government, or even attempt to oppofe our commander*

and troops, fuch perfon or perfons have unavoidably to

expect, that the punimments ufual in fuch cafes fhall be

inflicted upon them without any diftinction.

In witnefs whereof we have fubferibed this patent with

our own hand, and caufed our royal feal to be fet to it, to

be publifhed in due place, and to be publicly printed.

Done at Berlin the 25th of March 1793.

Frederic William, (L. S.)

Declaration of the King and Republic ef Poland,
ajfembled in Diet at Grodno, protejling againjl the forcible

Partition of Poland, Sept. 24.

SURROUNDED clofely by foreign troops on the 2d of

this month, threatened with further invafion of the terri-

tory of the republic by the pruffian armies, to its uttermoft

ruin, and oppreffed by innumerable violences, the ftates in

diet affembled were forced to give leave to their deputation

for iigning the impofed treaty, with addition of a few

elaufes, and fuch only as the dictating power itfelf feemed

in pity to approve of. But with grief and furprize we
find, by the fad experience of this day, that the court of

Berlin is not fatisfied therewith. We fee frefh acts of vio-

lence forcing a new project upon us ; and, in order to fup-

15 port
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port it, the fame preponderant power, not contented with

invefling the place of our deliberations by an armed foreign

force, with addreffing to us notes full of menaces, feize*

from among us, and carries off, our members ; and, by an

unexampled proceeding, keeps us, the king, bent under the

weight of age and under fuch manifold calamities, and us,

the ftates of the republic, confined and imprifoned in the

fenate.

Thus fituated, we do declare, in the moft folemn manner,

that, unable to prevent, even with the rifk of our lives,

the effect of the oppreffive force, we leave to our pofterity,

happier perhaps than ourfelves, thofe means of faving our

dear country, whereof we are bereft at prefent ; and thus

the project fent to us by the ruffian ambaffador, though

contrary to our laws, wiflies, and opinions, forced by the

above means to accept, we do accept.

Done at Grodno the 24th of September. Signed and

engroffed in the public records, according to law.

No. xir.

The principal Articles of the Treaty concluded at Yasst

the 9th o/"Januarv 1792, andJigned by Prince Repnik

and the Grand Vizir.

I. THAT a fincere amity fhall henceforth fubfift

between the two empires.

II. That the ftipulations in the treaties that preceded

the laft rupture fhall refume their entire force.

III. That the Dniefter fhall henceforth ferve as the

boundary of the two empires ; and that all the territory

fituate on the left bank of that river fhall be reftored to the

Porte.
IV. That
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IV. That the antient rights and privileges of the prin-

cipal towns of Moldavia and of Valachia fhall be confirmed ;

that the inhabitants of thofe towns fhall remain, during two

whole years, exempt from all tribute ; and that thofe who
would fell their property, and retire elfewhere, fhall be at

liberty to do fo without difficulty.

V. That the Porte fhall henceforth guarantee the

kingdoms of Grufinia or Georgia and the adjacent coun-

tries.

VI. That it fhall ftrive to do the fame in regard to

Caucafus.

VII. That it fhall undertake to put a flop to the piracies

of the barbarian corfairs, and to indemnify the fubje&s of

Rufiia for the loffes they may fuftain by the failure of exe-

cution of the three preceding articles.

VIII. That the ruffian, greek, moldavian, polifh, &c.

prifoners fhall be fet at liberty.

No. XIII.

Some Particulars of the Ukause or Edict publifhed in

regard to the French ejlablifloed in Russia.

AFTER a preamble againfl the french revolution, the

emprefs adds : 1 . All the eSefts of the treaty of commerce
concluded the 50th of December 1786, between us and the

late king Louis XVI. are fufpended, till fuch time as order

fhall be re -eitablifhed, and there fhall be a legitimate autho-

rity in France. 2. We prohibit, till that fame time, the

entrance of french fhips, whether under their own or under
foreign colours, into all our ports iituate in the feveral feas }

and we likewife forbid all our merchants and mailers of fhips

VOL. III. lx, to
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to caufe their veffels to enter the ports of France. 3. We
command the ci-devant confuls, ager.ts, Sec. to withdraw

from our two refidences ; and that a term of th^ce weeks

{hall be prefcriped to them for fettling their affairs, and

being without the frontiers of Ruffia 4. We in like

manner command all our confuls, &c. and in general all

Ruffians of bothfexes, to quit, without delay, the kingdom

of France 5. We command that none tolerate,

and that they remove from our empire all the French, of

either fex, without exception 6. We except the

French who, being fummoned before the government of the

place where they are fettled, fiiall teftify a fincere defire to

abjure the principles that are now in vogue in their coun-

try It fhall be clearly reprefented to them, that

their abjuration fhall be inferted in the ruffian and foreign

gazettes, together with the names of thofe who fhall have

fworn and fubfenbed it.

Form of the abjuration.—" I, the underwritten, fwear by
" Almighty God, and by his holy gofpel, that, as I have

** never, wittingly or willingly, given my approbation to

* e the impious and feditious principles that have been intro-

" duced into France, and that I confefs the government

*' which has juil been eilablifhed there to be unlawful and

" ufurped, in violation of all laws That I am
" convinced, in my confeience, of the excellence of that

" religion which has been tranfmitted to me by my an-

" ceftors I promife, and bind myfelf, in confe-

" quence, fo long as I mall enjoy the fecure protection

u which her imperial majefty of all the Rtifiias has gracioufly

44 vouchfafed to grant me, to live in the obfervance of the

" precepts of the religion in which I was born ; to be fub-

" miffive to the laws and to the government of her imperial

*' majefty ; to break off all correfpondence in my native

it country with the French who acknowledge the monftrous

*< form of government now exifting in France

" And in cafe I mould ever be guilty of a violation of this

4 " oath,
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*< oath, I fubmit myfelf to all the feverity of the laws in

*' this life, and, for that which is to come, to the tremen-

« dous judgment of God. And in confirmation of this

** oath, I kifs the holy gofpel and the crofs of my

** Saviour."

No. XIV.

Abolition of the Messages relative to Family Event

between Sweden and Russia.

THE kin<r of Sweden thought it his duty, on occafion

of the recent refolution of his marriage, to give a princefs

[the emprefs of Ruffia], who is his relation and his ally,

the fame mark of attention which he has already given to

their pruffian and danifh majefties, to whom he is equally

attached by the bands of amity and good neighbourhood.

It is therefore with the utmoft aftonifhment, that his majefty

has feen that the emprefs of Ruffia in no refpect. corre-

fponded with this attention. The king has, in confequence,

rcfolved in future to receive none of thofe private millions

which have relation to family events, and which have

hitherto been cuitomary between the two courts, but which

tfee king has now abolilhed for ever.

L L 2
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IV.

Act hy ivh'ich Courland, Semigallia, and thz CiRCLfi

of Piltek, furrendered tbemfelves to the Empress of

Russia.

1. WE fubmi't ourfelves for ourfelves and our pofterity,

ourfelves and the duchies of Courland and Semigallia, to

her imperial majefty Catharine II. emprefs of all the

Ruflias, glorioufly reigning, and to her fovercign fceptre.

' II. We know by experience the great inconvenience of

the feudal fyftem which attached us to the paramount fove-

vei<mty of Poland, and how greatly it oppofed the general

profperity of the country. We imitate our anceftors of that

part of Livonia beyond the Dvina, who, in 1561, renoun-

cing the fupremacy of the emperor and of the empire, con-

sequently the feudal fyftem of that time, and the mediate

o-overnment of the teutonic order, Submitted themfelves

immediately to Poland. We renounce for ourfelves and our

pofterity the feudal fyftem which has fubfifted hitherto under

the poliih fupremacy, and the mediate government refulting

from it. We fubmit ourfelves immediately to her imperial

majefty of all the Ruffias and to her fceptre. We refign to

her, with the more confidence and refpect, the more parti-

cular decifion of our lot, as her faid majefty has hitherto

{hewn herfelf the generous proteclxefs and guarantee of all

our rights, of our laws, of our cuftoms, of our immunities,

of our privileges*, and of our poflefuons. She will cer-

tainly be difpofed, according to her magnanimous and bene-

volent way of thinking, to ameliorate, in her maternal i'ol-

licitude, the future lot of a country which fubmits itfelf

to her with the moft refpectful and the moll unlimited

confidence.

* Witnefs, when the ruffian troops re-inihted Biren by open force.

III. A
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III. A deputation of fix perfons fhall go to Peter/burg, to

follicit her imperial majefty to deign to accept of our entire

fubmiffion ; and in that cafe, to take there to her imperial

majefty the oath of fidelity and obedience.

,
No. XVI.

Form of the Individual Oath exaBed of the Lithu-

anians and the Poles.

" I N. N. promife and fwear to God Almighty, by his

" holy gofpel, to he always ready to ferve, faithfully and

«* loyally, her imperial majefty the raoft ferene emprefs,

«* grand lady, Catharine Alexievna, autocratrix of all the

" Ruffias, and her well-beloved fon, grand duke Paul

" Petrovitch, her lawful fucceffor, to go for that purpofe

" to yield up my life, and to fhed the laft drop of my
'* blood ; to pay due and perfect obedience to the commands
'* already iffued, or hereafter to iffue, from the authorities

" appointed by her ; to fulfil and maintain them all confci-

" entioufly to the beft of my power ; to contribute, with

" all my ftrength, to the maintenance of the peace and quiet

" which her majefty has eftablifhed in my country, and to

" have no communication or intelligence whatever with the

" difturbers of that quiet, either mediately or immediately,

" either publicly or privately, either by actions or by advice,

*' and whatever be the particular occafion, circumftance, or

" caufe that may lead to it.

" In cafe, on the contrary, any thing fhould come to my
" knowledge prejudicial to the interefts of her imperial

" majefty, or to the general welfare, I will not only ftrive

" to remove at the time, but I will oppofe it with all the

" means that (hall be in my power, to hinder it from coming
" to pafs. I will fo conduft myfeif in all my actions as it

1 l 3
" behoves
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*f behoves me, like a faithful citizen, to behave towards the

'i authorities which her rr.rij :Xy has fet over me, -and as

*t I mull anfwer for it to God and to his terrible judgment.

" So may God help me, as well in my body as iu my
" foul.

" In confirmation of the profeffion made by this oath

" I kifs the holy word and the crofs of my Saviour."

No. XVII.

ADDITIONAL NOTES.

THE exprcfiion, vol, i. p. no. " was obliged at her

" death to leave the throne to the young Peter II.
'*

requires a note.—Peter I. pufhing defpotifm to its utmofl

extremity, had made a law, which authorized the fovereign

to defignate for his fucceflbr whom he would. This law

was eafiiy eluded in a country where the exifting monarch

confiders what has been enacted by his predeceflbrs as obli-

gatory only when it is his intereft to do fo, where the con-

ftitution and the form of government have no fecurities.

However, the law -was made and adopted ; and it was not

for the legiflator to be the firft to infringe it. Peter died

without designating his fucceflbr, without even knowing

who mould fill his throne. That monarch put his fon to

death, that his fceptre might not fall into hands which h«

thought not able to wield it ; thus ilifling the fentiments

of paternal affection from attachment to the empire he had

formed. Though apprehenfive that his painful and glorious

labours would not be continued, that prince, inftead of

naming his fucceflbr, and thereby declaring to his people

him on whom he founded his hopes, died without forefeeing

the troubles, the incalculable misfortunes, fuch a neglect

might
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might produce. What an error in a legiflator ! what

inconfiftency in the conduct of Peter ! So true it is, that

the greateft man is fometimes guilty of faults which an

ordinary perfon would have avoided.

Vol. ii. p. 48. line 4.

Of fuch commanding import was me in Europe, that

in our other foolifh war, that with America, fir James

Harris, after having in vain follicited her efTectual in-

terference to get us out of the fcrape, faid to her,

'* Well, we will talk no more of actual fuccours, only

" give us the countenance of your name ; only put out

'* a manifefto ; only fay that you will help us." The very

next manifefto that came out was that declaratory of the

armed neutrality.

Vol. iii. p. 284.

All that can be collected from fome private letters

is, that the queftion fo long in doubt, about the north-

eaft paffage, leems to be at length fairly negatived by the

following curious fact, eftablifhing the eternal icy Bar.

rters of Phips, Cook, and Billings, viz. Regularly every

fpring immenfe herds of rein-deer, thoufands and ten thou-

fands ftrong, come over to the open plains on the afiatic

fide, to avoid the infects of the clofe damp american woods,

and as regularly go back every Auguft, feeding on the mofs

of the intermediate iflands in their paffage.

Now, as that is the very time when the continued action

of the fummer's heat mull have opened the fea, if ever it

did thaw ; an open paffage is put out of all doubt j and

indeed Billings gives it as his opinion, that the thicknefs of

the ice, every where, (except, juft about the mouths of

large rivers, whofe warmer waters make a partial opening

as far as they extend), is fuch, that a ten years continued

Cummer would fcarce reduce it to a fluid ftate.

L L 4 Vol.
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Vol. Hi. p. 364. line 16.

Odnodvortzi (literally, owners of one habitation only)

are a particular fet of ruffian peafants. They were

originally nobles ; but, being reduced to poverty by va-

rious circumflances, they wert forced to till, with their

own hands, what little ground they had remaining, for

their maintenance. In procefs of time people of different

denominations, fuch chiefly as filled inferior offices under

government, came and fettled amongfl them ; and in the

reign of Peter the great, when every nobleman was obliged

to enlift in the military fervice, feveral of them, even thofe

of confiderable property, chofe this condition of life
;
pre-

ferring rather to pay taxes to government along with thefe

peafants, than to go into the fervice. Thefe peafants have

their own landed property, which they can difpofe of only

to thofe of their own condition. They pay all taxes im-

pofed by government ; they have free liberty to traffic ; to

exercife any trade, art, or handicraft ; and to employ

themfelves in any purfuit agreeable to their own difpofitions

and the laws of the country : but they cannot change their

condition, nor remove from one diftrict. and fettle in another,

without having firft. obtained permiffion from the govern.,

ment.
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Since the printing of our third volume,

Staniflaus Auguftus departed this life at St.

Peterfburg, whither he had been invited by the

emperor Paul, and where he lived in a fort of

regal ftate in the magnificent marble palace

on the quay of the Neva. A letter from

Peterfburg, of the 20th of February 1798,

acquaints us with the following circumftances

attending his death : He had for feveral days

complained of a head-ach -, but in confequence

of the ufe of medicine, on the nth he found

himfelf much better, and went to the window,

to obferve the degree of cold indicated by the

thermometer, when he felt himfelf fuddenly

feized with a violent pain in the head, and great

feeblenefs and illnefs.

His phyfician in waiting, privy counfellor

Bockler, and his chaplain Yurevitch, haftened

to his afliftance. He was conveyed to bed ;

and recourfe was had to bleeding and blifters j

but in vain. He requefted his chaplain to

give him abfolution, and wifhed to repeat

with him the penitential pfalms j but his fpeech

foon
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ibon failed him. His majefty then received

the general abfolution and the facrament of

extreme unction.

About midnight he appeared fomewhat better;

but, as the morning approached, grew conti-

nually weaker, till about eight in the morning

of the 12th of February, when he breathed

his laft.

*^* To the enumeration of the imperial childreity

vol. Hi. p. 59, add

9. Michaila Pavlovitch, born Jan. 8, 1798.

END OF THE APPENDIX.
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obtained." Bririfl} Critic, Nov. 1797.

f* This production is in the manner of the Old School; that is, the author

has made it his chief object to difplay Nature as Jhe is, and to exhibit fuch

characters as cannot but be found among thofe clalTes whom he has delineated.''

Gentleman's Magazine far May.

11. A GOSSIP's STORY and LEGENDARY TALE.
By Mrs. WEST, Author of Advantages of Education, &c.

In Two Volumes, izmo. Price 7s. in Boards. Third Edition.

" "We can recommend this ftory as uniting to a great degree of intereft

the rarer qualities of good fenfe, and an accurate knowledge of mankind.

The grammatical errors and vulgarifms which difgrace many even of our

moft celebrated novels, have here no place; and feveral of the /horter poe-

tical pieces interfperfed through the work have very confiderable merit.

Amulement is combined with utility, and fiction is inlifled in the caufe of

virtue and practical philofophy." ' Monthly Re-vhw, January 1797.

12. CLARA DUPLESSIS and CLAIRANT : The
History of a Fa mi ly of French Emigrants. Tranf-

lated from the German. In Three Volumes, i2mo. Price

10s. 6d. Boards.

* f This pathetic novel, or relation of facts, has been defervedly fuccefsful

in its own country, and at Paris. The characters are drawn with a truth

of nature that is truly admirable } efpecially that of the Vifcount. Tbe
diftrefs every where refulting from prejudice, tends to counteract the rnif-

chievous opinions, for which it infpires the deepeir. pity. Every emigrant nmft

feel
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feci indebted to the author for the fairnefs with which he pleads their caufej

and every democrat feould acknowledge the favour which he (hews to their fpe-

culations. The pathos of Richardfon and of Roufleau is not unfrequently

emulated in the fituation, and in the letters ; and they derive a novelty of in-

tereft from the great events with which they are interwoven.

*« We mould with pleafure translate fome affe&ing fragments ; but a work

cf this (lamp is not formed to be long a Granger to our literature."

App. to Monthly Review, Vol. 22.

13. ANECDOTES of TWO WELL-KNOWN FAMI-
LIES. Written by a Defcendant, and dedicated to the firft

Female Pen in England. Prepared for the Prefs by Mrs.

PARSONS. In Three Volumes, i2mo. Price 10s. 6d. in

Boards.

14. AN OLD FRIEND WITH A NEW FACE ; a

Novel. By Mrs. PARSONS. In Three Volumes. Price

10s. 6d. Boards.

15. LOVE's PILGRIMAGE ; a Story founded on
Fatts ; compiled from the Journal of a deceafed Friend.

In Three Volumes, izmo. Price 9s. Boards.

" A mod interelling and well-told Story. The language polifhed and

eafy; the morality pure and clear. We could expatiate on its merits} we
could feleft many ftriking parts j but we truft a ftrong commendation will be

as ufeful as a prolix one." Britijb Critic, Augufl 1796.

16. CAROLINE DE MONTMORENCI, a Tale. In

One Volume, izmo. Price 3s. fewed.

" A pathevic Tale, told in elegant language—As a whole, it is far fuperior

to moft publications of the kind." Britijb Critic, May 1795.

17. CAMILLE JORDAN'S ADDRESS to his CONSTI-
TUENTS, on the Revolution of the 4th of September 1797
(18 Fruclidor). Containing a Variety of interefiing and au-
thentic Information on the prefent State of France and the

Difpofition of her Rulers. Tranflated from the French, (with
a Preface and Notes,) by JOHN GIFFORD, Efq.

18. A LETTER to the Hon. THOMAS ERSKINE

;

containing fome STRICTURES on his " VIEW of the
CAUSES and CONSEQUENCES of the prefent WAR
with FRANCE." By JOHN GIFFORD, Efq. The Tenth
Edition. Price 3s.

" Seeing alfo, as every reader mufr. here fee, fac>s oppofed to declamation,
and proofs to bare affertion, we cannot conceive ourfelves biaffed by any kind
of prejudice, when we pronounce that this publication contains a complete and
folid anfwer to Mr. Erflrine." Britijb Critic, April 1797.

19. A SECOND LETTER to the Honourable THOMAS
EKSKINE : containing further STRICTURES, &c. By
JOHN GIFFORD, Efq. Price as.

20. A
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to. A LETTER to a MINISTER of STATE on the

CONNECTION between the POLITICAL SYSTEM of the

FRENCH REPUBLIC, and the PRINCIPLES of the

FRENCH REVOLUTION : containing an Expedition of the

Refolution and Projecls of the French Government, on the

important Subject of PEACE. By MALLET DU PAN.
Tranflated from the French. Price is.

" Thtre is no political wrirer in Europe to whjfe produ&ions we are more
inclined to pay at'ention, than thofe of M. Mallet Du Pan.

** Of a pamphlet fo very important, we could not content oarfelves with

giving only a (hurt account ; we have therefoie laid before the reader fuch fpe-

cimens as will evince its general nature, and will, doubtlefs, induce many
to confider more at large a memorial containing fo many proofs of political

fagacity and wifdom." Britijb C/*r», July 1797.

21. An ABRIDGMENT of L. MURRAY'S ENGLISH
GRAMMAR ; with an APPENDIX, containing an P.xempli-

fication of the PARTS of SPEECH: Deligned for the

youngeft Clafs of Learners. Price is. bound.

" Having already exprefifed at large our approbation of Mr. Murray's

Ingliih Grammar, we have only,, in announcing this Abridgment, to obferve,

that it appears to us to be .made with great judgment, and that we do not know

a performance of -this kind better fitted for the ufe of children. This fmall

Grammar has alfo the recommendation of being very neaiiy printed. It may

be very properly ufed as an introduction to the Author's larger work."
Analytical Review, October TJ^J.

See alfe the Monthly Re-view, November 1707.

22'. A NEW SYSTEM ofSTENOGRAPHY, or SHORT-
HAND ; by which Perfo'ns of all Capacities may make them-

selves perfect Matters of that elegant and ufeful Art, in a much
tiiorterTime than by any other Treatife ever publifhed. Par-

ticularly recommended to Gentlemen educating lor the Bar, the

Senate,' or the Church. By THOMAS REES. The Fifth

Edition. Price 2s.

" We do not hefitate to affirm that this is the belt, becaufe the eafieft,

Svftem of Short-Hand that has at any time come under our obfervation."

Englijh Review, October I705.

«« We have minutely examined this fyftem of Short- Hand, which we pro-

nounce the molt fimple and eafy that has yet come v.i'hin our knowledge."

Monthly Mbrir, December 1796.
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