
I n W aters of the Exodus, Na t h a l ie LaCoste e xa m in es t he D ia sp o r ic 

Je w ish co m m u n i ty i n Pt o lem a ic a nd Ro m an Egypt a nd t h e ir r e la t ion-

sh ip to t he h yd r ic e n vi r o n m e n t. By fo cu s ing on four r e t e l l in gs of t he 

exod us n a r r a t ive com p osed by Egyp t ian Jews - Ar t a p a n u s, Ez e k iel t he 

Tr aged ian, W i s d om of So lo m o n, a nd Ph i lo of Ale xa n d r ia - she lays 

out h ow t he h yd r ic e n vi r o n m e nt of Egyp t, a nd sp ecifica l ly t he N i l e 

r iver, sh ap ed t he t r a n sm iss ion of t he exod us st ory. Ma p p ing t h ese 

observat ions on to t he p h ys ical lan d scape of Egypt p r ovid es a n ew 

p ersp ect ive on t he fo r m a t ion of Je w ish co m m u n i t ies i n Egyp t. 
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