
G u i d e d by awareness o f the prob lemat ic re l a t ionsh ip b e t w e e n 

po lemica l text and history , Opponents and Identity in Philippians 

seeks to establ ish a h i s t o r i c a l context for the letter to the 

P h i l i p p i a n s . T h e study re-evaluates the r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n Paul 

and the Jerusalem-based C h r i s t - b e l i e v i n g c o m m u n i t y f r o m the 

t i m e of the Je rusa lem m e e t i n g and the A n t i o c h i n c i d e n t . A m o r e 

detailed analys is centers on h o w th i s r e l a t ionsh ip is reflected 

i n P h i l i p p i a n s . T h e book argues that Paul w a s c o n t i n u o u s l y o n 

problemat ic t e r m s w i t h the Je rusa lem c o m m u n i t y , w h i c h m e a n s 

that they are the J e w i s h C h r i s t - b e l i e v i n g opponents re ferred to at 

several places i n P h i l i p p i a n s as w e l l . W i t h the he lp of the social 

ident i ty approach ( S I A ) , the book i l lustrates h o w Paul engages i n 

ident i ty f o r m a t i o n t h r o u g h p o l e m i c a l rhetor ic i n h i s last letter. 
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