This volume explores the aesthetic dimension of medieval book religions. Around the Mediter-
ranean and in Europe, Christian, Islamic, and Jewish communities shared a common interest in
embellishing sacred texts: artistic devices such as calligraphy, illumination, diagrams, and precious
bindings were believed to transform sacred scripture into holy objects. The chapters of this book
examine these phenomena from a transcultural perspective.

THE SERIES: MANUSCRIPTA BIBLICA

The Bible has been copied for centuries and came to us by antique and medieval manuscripts.
Each manuscript includes “paratexts”, i.e. brief introductions, biographies, tables of contents,
poems, cross-references, prayers, and indexes. The series Manuscripta Biblica introduces and
analyses these neglected witnesses of acts of reading and re-interpreting the text throughout the
centuries.



