
Since the 1980s , a n a r ray of lega l a n d n o n - l e g a l p r a c t i c e s — l a b e l e d Trans i t iona l 
J u s t i c e — h a s b e e n d e v e l o p e d to s u p p o r t pos t - rep ress i ve , pos t -au tho r i t a r i an , a n d 

pos t -conf l i c t soc ie t ies in dea l i ng w i th the i r t r a u m a t i c pas t . In Understanding the Age of 
Transitional Justice, t h e con t r i bu to rs a n a l y z e the p r o c e s s e s , p r o d u c t s , a n d e f f i cacy of 
a n u m b e r of t rans i t iona l j us t i ce m e c h a n i s m s a n d look at h o w g e n o c i d e , m a s s pol i t ica l 
v i o lence , a n d h is tor ica l in jus t ices are b e i n g inst i tu t ional ly a d d r e s s e d . T h e y invi te r e a d e r s 
to specu la te o n w h a t (else) t he t ransc r ip t s p r o d u c e d by t h e s e ins t i tu t ions tel l us a b o u t t h e 
pas t a n d the p resen t , ca l l ing a t ten t ion to t h e in f luence of impl ic i t h is to ry c o n v e y e d in t h e 
nar ra t ives tha t have g a i n e d a n a u d i e n c e t h r o u g h in te rnat iona l c r im ina l t r i buna ls , t r ia ls , 
a n d t ru th c o m m i s s i o n s . N a n c i Ad le r h a s g a t h e r e d l ead ing spec ia l i s t s to sc ru t in ize t h e 
r e s p o n s e s to a n d e f fec ts of v io len t pas ts tha t p rov ide n e w p e r s p e c t i v e s for u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
a n d app l y ing t rans i t iona l j us t i ce m e c h a n i s m s in a n e f for t to s top the recyc l ing of o ld 
rep ress ions into n e w o n e s . 
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