
Topographies of Tolerance and Intolerance cha l l enges the n a r r a t i v e 
o f a s imp l e p r o g r e s s i on of t o l e rance a n d the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f 
c on f e s s i ona l i d e n t i t y d u r i n g the e a r l y m o d e r n pe r i od . T h e s e 
essays exp lo re the l i v e d e x p e r i e n c e s of r e l i g i ous p l u r a l i t y , 
p r o v i d i n g i n s i g h t s i n t o the deve l opments a n d d r a w b a c k s o f 
r e l i g i ous coex i s t ence i n t h i s t u r b u l e n t p e r i od . T h e essays 
e x a m i n e th r e e m a i n groups o f ac to rs—the l a i t y , p a r i s h c lergy, 
a n d u n a c k n o w l e d g e d r e l i g i ous m i n o r i t i e s — i n p r e - a n d post-
W e s t p h a l i a n E u r o p e . T h r o u g h o u t t h i s p e r i od , the l a i t y n a v i g a t e d 
t h e i r o w n of ten- f lu id r e l i g i ous be l ie fs , the expec ta t i ons o f 
c o n f o r m i t y h e l d b y t h e i r r e l i g i ous a n d p o l i t i c a l l eaders , a n d 
the c omp l e x r e a l i t i e s o f l i f e t h a t i n v o l v e d i n t e r a c t i o n s w i t h co-
r e l i g i ous a n d non-co- re l i g ious f a m i l y , ne i ghbors , a n d b u s i n e s s 
assoc iates o n a d a i l y bas i s . 
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