
I n The Love of Neighbour in Ancient Judaism, Kengo A k i y a m a traces the devel­

opment of the mainstay of early Jewish and Chr i s t ian ethics: "Love your 

neighbour." A k i y a m a examines several Second Temple Jewish texts i n 

great detail and demonstrates a diverse range of uses and applications 

that opposes a s impl ist ic and evolutionary trajectory often associated w i t h 

the development of the "greatest commandment" tradit ion. T h e mono­

graph presents surpris ingly complex interpretative developments i n 

Second Temple Juda i sm uncovering j u s t how early interpreters grappled 

w i t h the questions of what i t means to love and who should be considered 

as their neighbour. 
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