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Bell u t i l ize s a fresh ap p roach for assessin g t h e 

ch aract er o f t r an sm iss io n reflect ed in t h e secon d 

an d t h i r d cen t u r y Gr eek m an u scr ip t s o f t h e 

Gospel of Jo h n . Th e t e xt u a l t r a n sm iss io n of 

New Test am en t wr i t in gs in t h e p er iod p r io r t o t h e 

fou r t h cen t u r y h as been ch ar act e r ized by a n u m b e r 

of sch olars as e r ro r -p ron e , free, flu id , w i l d , a n d 

ch aot ic. T h i s st u d y is an in q u ir y in t o t h e va lid i t y 

of t h is gen eral ch a r act e r iza t ion . Sin ce Jo h n is t h e 

m ost at t est ed New Test am en t book a m o n g t h e 

ear ly p ap yr i , is t h e best at t est ed in t h e secon d  t 

cen t u ry, an d h as t h e h igh est n u m b e r of p a p yr i 

t h at sh are ove r lap p in g t ext , i t serves we l l as a ; 

case st u d y in t o t h e level of flu id i t y an d s t ab ili t y 

of t h e New Test am en t t ext in t h e ear liest p er iod 

of t r an sm iss io n . 
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