
A su r vey of t he latest sch o lar sh ip on Ca t h o l ic m issions bet w een t he 16th 

and 18th cen t u r ies, t h is co l lec t ion of fou r t een essays by h ist o r ians fr om eight 

cou n t r ies offers n ot on ly a global v i ew of t he o r gan izat ion, finances, pe r son n el 

and h ist o ry of Ca t h o l ic m issions to t he Am e r i c as, A f r i c a , and A s i a, but also the 

com p lex p o l i t i ca l, c u l t u r a l, and r e l igious con t exts of t he m ission ary fields. 

Th e con quests and co lon izat ion of t he Am e r i cas presen t ed a d i ffer ent 

stage for t he d r a ma of evan ge l izat ion i n con t r ast to t h at of A f r i c a and As i a: 

the in h osp i t ab le lan dscape of A f r i c a , t he im p lacab le I s l am ic societ ies of t he 

O t t o m a n, Safav id, and M u gh al em p ir es, and the self-assured r egimes of M i n g 

Q i n g C h i n a, N gu y en d y n asty V i e t n a m, a nd T o k u ga wa Jap an. 

Con t r i b u t o rs are T a ra A l b e r t s, M a r k Z . Ch r i st e n se n, D o m i n i q ue Deslan d r es 

R. P o - ch ia H s i a, A l i o c h a M a l d av sk y, A n n e M c G i n n e ss, Ch r i s t o ph Neb gen, 

A d i n a R u i u, A l a n St r a t h e r n, M . A n t o ni J. Ücer ler, Fr ed Ve r m o t e, 

G u i l l e r mo W i l d e, Ch r i s t i an W i n d i e r, a nd In es Z u p a n ov 

R O N N I E P O - C H IA H S I A , P h .D (Ya le, 1982) is E d w in Er le Spar ks Professor 

of H i s t o ry and As i an St u d ies at P e nn State Un i v e r s i ty and Ac a d e m i c i an at 

t he Ac a d e m ia Si n i ca, Ta i p e i. A m o ng h is n u m er ous pu b l icat ions is A Jesuit 

in the Forbidden City: Matteo Ricci 1552-1610 ( O x f o r d, 2010), w h i ch h as 

been t r an slat ed in to I t a l i an and Ch i n e se. 


