
L I B R A R Y O F N E W T E S T A M E N T S T U D I E S 

The Lib r a ry of New Test am ent Stud ies ( LN TS) is a p r em ier 

book ser ies t h at offers cu t t in g-edge wo rk for a read ersh ip 

of sch olars, t each ers i n t he fie ld of New Test am ent 

stud ies, postgraduate studen ts and ad van ced u n d er-

graduates. Al l t he m any and d iverse aspects of New 

Test am ent st u dy are rep resen t ed and p rom ot ed, 

in c lu d ing in n ova t ive w o rk from h is t o r ical perspect ives, 

stud ies u sing socia l-scien t ific and l i t e r a ry t h eory, and 

d eve lop ing t h eo logica l, cu l t u r al and con t ext u al approach es. 

CH RIST, SH EP H ERD OF T H E NATIO N S 
Does John's Apocalypse envision dest ruct ion or salvat ion for the nat ions of the 

wor ld? Scholarly views on th is issue range from ext reme (total dest ruct ion) to 

extreme (un iversal salvat ion). Jon Morales main tains that the quest ion must 

be reframed to h igh ligh t, not on ly the dest iny of the nat ions, but also their 

d ilem ma wit h in the drama of wor ld h istory. Using narrat ive methodology, 

Morales asks four key quest ions concern ing the nat ions: W h at is John's story of 

the nat ions? H ow does he tell th is story? W h at is John's message to the nat ions? 

An d what is h is message to the church concern ing the nat ions? 

Literary characters cannot be understood in the abstract, but must be rather 

d iscovered sequent ially in the development of an ent ire narrat ive. The nat ions 

in Revelat ion are no except ion. Understand ing that previous studies have 

neglected to situate the nat ions wit h in Revelat ion 's larger plot, or in in teract ion 

wit h other narrat ive characters, Morales concludes that John's purpose is to 

show that  the nations belong to God. John achieves h is purpose in part by 

deploying a novel metaphor, vir t ually unexplored un t il now - Ch r ist, shepherd 

of the nat ions. 
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