
I n Pesher and Hypomnema Pieter B. Hartog compares ancient Jewish com-

mentaries on the Hebrew Bible wit h papyrus commentaries on the Iliad. 

Hartog shows that members of the movement wh ich produced and pre-

served the Dead Sea Scrolls adopted classical commentary wr it in g and 

adapted it to their own needs. 

The connect ion between the Qum ran Pesharim and Hypomnemata on the 

Iliad resulted from exchanges of scholarly knowledge across Hellen ist ic-

Roman Egypt and Palest ine. An alysing the effects of these knowledge 

exchanges, Pesher and Hypomnema demonstrates that members of the 

Qum ran movement were thoroughly embedded wit h in their Hellen ist ic 

and Roman environment. 
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