
God Visible: Patristic Christology Reconsidered examines the early development and 

reception of what is today the most widely professed Ch r ist ian concept ion of Ch r ist. The 

development of th is doctrine in it iated wide variat ions in expression, understanding, and 

interpretat ion that are as st r iking in authors of the first m illen n ium as they are among 

modern writers. The seven early ecumen ical councils and their dogmatic formulat ions 

were crucial facilitators in defin ing the shape of th is study. Focusing pr im ar ily on the 

declarat ion of the Coun cil of Chalcedon in A D 451, Br ian E. Daley argues that previous 

assessments that Ch r ist was one Person in two natures—the Divin e of the same substance 

as the Father and the human of the same substance as us—can sometimes be excessively 

narrow, even distort ing our understanding of the classical understanding of Christ 's 

person. Daley urges us to look beyond the Chalcedon ian formula alone, and to consider 

what some major Ch u rch Fathers—from Irenaeus to John Damascene—reveal about the 

person of Ch r ist. 


