Joachim of Fiore (c.1135-1202) remains onc of the most fascinating and
cnigmatic figures of medieval Christianity. In his own time, he was an
influential advisor to the mighty and powerful, widely respected for his
prophetic exegesis and decoding of the apocalypse. In modern times,

many thinkers, from Thomas Miintzer to Friedrich Engels, have hailed

philosophers and novelists were inspired by Joachim’s vision of a Third Age

of the Holy Spirit.

However, at no time was Joachim an uncontroversial figure. Soon after his
death, the church authoritics became suspicious about the explosive potential
of his theology, while more recently intellectuals held him accountable for the

fateful progressivism of Western Civilization.
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