
Challenging the long-held assumption that 

Am er ican values — be they Chr ist ian or 

secular — are based on "Judeo-Ch r ist ian" 

norms, this provocat ive study compares 

ancient Ch r ist ian discourses on marriage 

and sexuality wit h contemporary ones, 

main tain ing that modern family values owe 

more to Roman imperial beliefs than to the 

Bible. 

Engaging wit h Foucault 's ideas, W h eel-

er-Reed examines how conservat ive orga-

nizat ions and the Supreme Court have m is-

understood Chr ist ian beliefs on marriage 

and the family. Taking on modern cu ltural 

debates on marriage and sexuality, wit h im -

plicat ions for h istorians, polit ical th inkers, 

and jur ists, th is book undermines the con-

servat ive ideology of the family, start ing 

from the posit ion that early Christ ian ity, in 

it s emphasis on celibacy and denunciat ion 

of marriage, was in opposit ion to procre-

at ion, the ideological norm in the Gre-

co-Roman wor ld. 
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