
Coins have long been a vita l pa r t of the discipline of classical studies of the 

ancient wor ld . However, many scholars have commented tha t coins have not 

been adequately integra ted into the s tu dy of the New Testament. This book 

provides an interd iscip lina ry gateway to the s tu dy of nu mismatics for those 

who are engaged in b ib lica l studies. 

Wenkel argues tha t coins from the 1st centu ry were cu ltu ra l texts w i th 

commu nicative power. He establishes a s imple yet comprehensive 

hermeneu tic tha t defines coins as cu ltu ra l texts and expla ins how they 

migh t be in terpreted today. Once coins are u nderstood to be cu ltu ra l texts , 

Wenkel proceeds to expla in how these texts can be approached from three 

angles. First, the w or ld in front of the coin is defined as the audience w h o 

in itia l ly read and responded to coins as cu ltu ra l texts . The entire Roman 

Empire used coins for payment. Second, the w or ld of the coin refers to the 

coin itself - the comb ina tion of inscriptions and images. This comb ina tion 

of inscr iption and image was used u b iqu itou s ly as a tool of propaganda. 

Th ird , the w or ld behind the coin refers to the w or ld of power and produ ction 

b eh ind the coins. This th i r d angle explores the concept of au thorship of coins 

as cu ltu ra l texts . 


