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H e b r e ws c o n c e r n i n g t h e t e m p l e d oes n o t m e a n t h a t t h e a u t h o r is 

n o t i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e t e m p l e . H e b r e w s is w r i t t e n t o e n co u r a ge h i s 

r ead er s t o a b a n d o n t h e i r p r e o c c u p a t i o n w i t h i t a n d t o fo l l o w Jesus 

t o t h e i r e sch a t o lo gica l go a l . F o l l o w i n g e xt e n s ive d iscu ss io n s o f 

a t t i t u d e s t o t h e t e m p l e i n t h e l i t e r a t u r e o f Secon d Te m p le Ju d a ism , 

Ch u r c h t u r n s t o H e b r e w s a n d a r gu es t h a t t h e t e m p l e is p r e s e n t e d 

t h e r e as a s ym b o l i c fo r e s h a d o w i n g o f t h e e sch a t o lo gica l d w e l l i n g 

o f Go d w i t h h i s p e o p le . N o w t h a t t h e e sch a t o lo gica l m o m e n t h as 

a r r i ve d w i t h t h e e xa l t a t i o n o f Ch r i s t t o t h e r i g h t h a n d o f Go d , 

p r e o c c u p a t i o n w i t h t h e t e m p l e a n d i t s r i t u a l s m u s t cease. 
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