
How can Daoism, China's indigenous 
rel ig ion, give us the aesthetic, ethical, 
political, and spiritual tools to address 
the root causes o f our ecological crisis 
and construct a sustainable future? In 
China's Green Religion, James Miller shows 
how Daoism orients individuals toward 
a holistic understanding o f religion and 
nature. Explicitly connecting h u m a n 
flourishing to the t h r i v i n g o f nature, 
Daoism fosters a "green" subjectivity and 
agency that transforms what i t means to 
live a flourishing life on earth. 

Through a groundbreaking reconstruction 
of Daoist philosophy and religion, Miller 
argues for four key green insights: a 
vision of nature as a subjective power that 
informs human life; an anthropological 
idea of the porous body based on a sense of 
qi flowing through landscapes and human 
beings; a tradition of knowing founded on 
the experience of transformative power i n 
specific landscapes and topographies; and 
an aesthetic and moral sensibility based 
on an affective sensitivity to how the world 
pervades the body and the body pervades 
the world. Environmentalists struggle to 
raise consciousness for their cause, Miller 
argues, because their activism relies 
on a quasi-Christian concept of "saving 
the earth." Instead, environmentalists 
should integrate nature and culture 
more seamlessly, cultivating through a 
contemporary intel lectual vocabulary 
a compell ing vision o f how the earth 
materially and spiritually supports human 
flourishing. 
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