
TABLE OF CONTENTS

List of Illustrations ix

Acknowledgments xiii

Introduction 1
The Adoration of the Magi by Filippino Lippi

Chapter One 7
Images of Elderly People
I Significant details 7

a) Body ; 7
b) Gestures 14
c) Physical and psychical characteristics 25
d) Attributes 29
e) Metaphors of old age and time 34
0 Colours 38

II Main elderly characters 44
a) God the Father 44
b) Joseph 47
c) Simeon 56
d) Anna, the prophet in the Presentation at the Temple 58
e) The oldest magus 60
f) Anne, the mother of the Virgin Mary 62
g) Elizabeth 68
h) The most popular old saints in Tuscan paintings 71

Chapter Two 75
An Ambiguous Perception of Old Age
I Dichotomy between the texts and images 75

a) A hesitant positive image of old age in the iconography 76
b) An ambivalent image of old age in the sources 83

A cautiously positive vision of old age in the literature 90
A very negative vision of old age in the literature 101

- Old age in the demographical sources 107
e) Old age as a model 111



viii Table of Contents

II Comparison with other artistic contexts 116
a) Joseph and other ridiculous old characters in Northern European

paintings 116
b) Different Italian visions of old age 125
c) Some negative examples in the Tuscan context 136

Chapter Three 139
Images of Intergenerational Relationships
I Elderly versus young people 139

a) Several generations in the same image 150
b) Age difference between Joseph and Mary 155
c) The magi as the three ages of human life 161
d) Very human old people in front of the divine Child 167

II Gender differences 178
a) Negative visions of female old age 178
b) Gender differences in the iconography 184
c) Old women as models 192

Conclusion 199
The Paradigm Shift

Bibliography 207
Primary Sources
Secondary Sources


