Contents

List of Ilustrations page vii
Notes on Contributors xii
Preface XV
Acknowledgements Xix

1 Medieval English, 500-1500

VALERIE ALLEN 1
Chronology 2
Historical Overview 11
Literary Overview 30
Texts and Issues 45
Readings 64
Reference 86

2 The Renaissance, 1485-1660

ANDREW HISCOCK 98
Chronology 98
Historical Overview 105
Literary Overview 129
Texts and Issues 150
Readings 161
Reference 183

3 The Restoration and Eighteenth
Century, 1660-1780

LEE MORRISSEY 189
Chronology 190
Historical Overview 193
Literary Overview 218
Texts and Issues 236
Readings _ 251

Reference 269



vi

Contents

4

The Romantic Period, 1780-1832
PETER J. KITSON

Chronology

Historical Overview

Literary Overview

Texts and Issues

Readings

Reference

The Victorian Age, 1832-1901
MARIA FRAWLEY

Chronology

Historical Overview

Literary Overview

Texts and Issues

Readings

Reference

The Twentieth Century, 1901-1939
PAUL POPLAWSKI

Chronology

Historical Overview

Literary Overview

Texts and Issues

Readings

Reference

The Twentieth and Twenty-First

Centuries, 1939-2015
JOHN BRANNIGAN
Chronology
Historical Overview
Literary Overview
Texts and Issues
Readings
Reference

Postcolonial Literature in English
PAUL POPLAWSKI
Chronology
Historical Overview
' Literary Overview, Texts and Issues
Readings
Reference

Index

274
274
279
293
313
333
352

364
365
369
387
413
440
457

470
471
479
496
507
519
532

541
541
550
566
583
594
609

619
620
645
665
685
702

709



