
CONTENTS

List of Figures vii

List of Abbreviations (recurrent historical sources) xvi

Expressions of Cult in the Southern Levant in the Greco-Roman Period — Introductory Remarks
ORENTAL and ZEEV WEISS xvii

Part I. Cult in Context

Cults in Contexts in the Hellenistic and Roman Southern Levant: The Challenge of Cult Places
NICOLE BELAYCHE , 3

Cult and Culture: Amusing the Crowds under the Auspices of Gods and Caesars
ZEEV WEISS 23

Aurelian and the Cult of the Unconquered Sun:
The Institutionalization of Christmas, Solar Worship, and Imperial Cult

MICHELE RENEE SALZMAN 37

The Beginnings of Philosophy of Religion and the Fate of Polytheism in the Late Antique Levant
ROBERT LAMBERTON 51

Part II. Cult and Cult Places in the Urban Sphere

People and Gods in the Cities of Roman Palestine:
A Preliminary Inquiry into the Popularity of Civic Cults

AVNER ECKER 61

Deities at the Service of Cities and People: Sculpted Images from Caesarea Maritima
RIVKA GERSHT 69

Markers of Pagan Cults in a Jewish City: Rethinking the Hadrianeum of Tiberias
SHULAMIT MILLER 95



Vi CONTENTS

Part III. Cultic Practices Beyond the Temple Premises

Votive Offerings from the Late Roman Period in the Te'omim Cave, Western Jerusalem Hills
BOAZ ZISSU, EITAN KLEIN, URI DAVIDOVICH,
RO'I PORAT, BOAZ LANGEORD, and AMOS FRUMKIN I l l

A Mediterranean Overview of Painted Motifs in the Southern Levant
ALIX BARBET 131

(Presumable) Cultic Artefacts from Domestic Contexts at Dora
RENATE ROSENTHAL-HEGINBOTTOM 149

Magic in the Cemeteries of Late Antique Palestine
GIDEON BOHAK 163

More than Trash — Cultic Use of Pottery Lamps Found in Late Antique Dumps:
Apollonia (Sozousa) as a Test Case

ORE.N TAL and ITAMARTAXEL 181

Part IV. Coins as Evidencing Cult

Coin Iconography and Archaeology: Methodological Considerations
of Architectural Depictions on City Coins of Palestine

ACHIM LICHTENBERGER 197

Heroes and Deities on the Coins of Gaza under Roman Rule:
The Case of Io, the Argive Nymph, and Minos, the Mythic King of Crete

YOAV FARHI 221

Unpublished Coin Type of a Nursing Woman
GABR1ELA BIJOVSKY 231

Part V. Cult-Related Issues of Jewish Faith

Temple, Cult, and Consumption in Second Temple Jerusalem
HAYIM LAPIN 241

Debt Fraud, Herein Entrapment, and Other Crimes Involving Cultic Property
in Late Hellenistic and Early Roman Judea

BENJAMIN D. GORDON 255

The Decline of Jewish Ritual Purity Observance in Roman Palaestina:
An Archaeological Perspective on Chronology and Historical Context

YONATAN ADLER 269

Index 285


