CONTENTS

Acknowledgments ix
Abbreviations  xiii

Introduction 1

PART I THE LEGAL DIMENSIONS OF A COUP

1. Extraordinary Tribunals in Modern Egypt: A Genealogy 17
2. WhitewashingaCoup 35

PART II JUDGES AS HISTORTANS

3. The Revolution’s Court 65
4. Who Was Responsible for the 1948 Debacle? 86
5. Rhetoric and Historical Polemics 100

PART III TURNING FRIENDS INTO FOES

6. The Advent of the People’s Court 123

7. Officers-Brothers Relations: What Went Wrong? 150
8. The Trial of the Murshid 176

9. Trapped between Two Revolutions 193

Appendix I: Decree on the Crime of Treason—Law No. 344 0f 1952 213
Appendix II: Decree on the Establishment of the Revolution’s

Court(1953) 217
Appendix III: Decree on the Establishment of the People’s Court (1954) 221
Notes 225
Bibliography 261
Index 275

vii



