THE PASSAGE 01= TEXTS from scroll to codex
created a revolutlon 1n the relrglous life of
;late antrqulty It played a decisive role in the
“ Roman Emprre s conversron to Chrrstranlty

. and eventually enabled the worldwrde spread

‘Tof Chrlstlan faith. The Scrlptural Umverse of

Ancrent Chnsnamty descrlbes how canomcal

? "scrlpture Was estabhshed and how scrlptural

- 1nterpretat10n replaced blood sacnﬁce as the

. ‘central element of relrglous rltual Perhaps

A" 'mor.e than any other cause Guy G. Stroumsa
argues the codex converted the Rornan
1 ““Emprre from pagamsm to Chrrstranlty

. The codex permltted a mode of rellglous ‘

'[transmrssron across vast geographlcal areas,

. as sacred texts and commentarles circulated in

book translatrons wrthln and beyond Roman

. borders Although sacred books had existed
_ in anc1ent soc1et1es they were now invest-
. ed w1th a new aura and anew role at the core

- of rehglous ceremony Once the holy book

became central to all aspects of rehglous expe-

rlence the ﬂoodgates were opened for Greek

_and Latm texts to be relmaglned and repur-

o posedas proto Chrlstlan Mostearly Christian

ctheologlans did not 1ntend to erase Greek and
Roman cultural tradltrons they were content
o selectlvely adopt the texts ‘and traditions

"‘they deemed valuable and compatible with

the new farth such as Platonism. The new
" ,“cultura clmstrana emergmg in late antiquity
would eventually become rhe backbone of

}‘ European 1dent1ty



