
In a worl d of  industralize d farmin g 

and feed lots , is eatin g meat  ever 

a morall y responsibl e choice ? 

Is eatin g organi c or  free rang e 

sufficien t  to chang e the mora l 

equation ? Is ther e a mora l cost 

in not  eatin g meat ? As billion s of 

animal s continu e to be raise d and 

kille d by human being s for  human 

consumption , these question s gro w 

in significanc e and urgency . 

This volum e collect s twelv e 

new  essay s by leadin g mora l 

philosopher s who address the 

difficul t  question s surroundin g 

meat  eatin g by examinin g variou s 

implication s and consequence s of 

our foo d choices . Some argue for 

the mora l permissibilit y of  eatin g 

meat  by pointin g out  that  farm 

animal s woul d not  exist  and flouris h 

otherwise , or  by claimin g that  the 

painles s deat h that  await s most 

such animal s is no loss to them . 

Other s conside r whethe r w e shoul d 

suppor t  compromis e positions — 

such as meatless Mondays—i n 

our effort s to improv e the live s 

of  animals . 



The Moral Complexit ies of  Eat ing 

Meat  is a st imulat ing cont r ibut ion 

t o t he ongoing debat e on meat  

consumpt ion and act ively challenges 

readers t o reevaluate t heir st and on 

f ood and animal et hics. 
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