The role of Christian institutions, writers and saints in the active

suppression and destruction of books in Late Antiquity has received

~ surprisingly little consideration. The author argues that texts and ideas
from materialistic philosophical traditions were vulnerable to destruction,
censorship or suppression through prohibition of the copying of

- manuscripts. This includes texts which were to become the basis for

~ modern philosophy and science.

‘THE SERIES: ARBEITEN ZUR KIRCHENGESCHICHTE

Arbeiten zur Kirchengeschichte first began publication in 1925 and can
claim to be one of the most tradition-rich historical book series. It presents
research on the history of Christian churches and ‘dogmas through the

~ ages but also publishes papers on related dxscnphnes such as archeology, ‘
~ history of art and literary studies. One of the series’ leading features is ,,
~ its consistent striving to combine hlstorlcal-methodlcal _precision wnth system-
~ atic contextualization of each examined topic. In recent years the series .
~ has increasingly published studies on themes relating to the history of Christian
culture and ideas, viewed within a methodtcally open perspectnve on the ‘
_ history of Christianity.



