
BiAS 20 contains papers presented at the BiAS meeting 2014 in 

Windhoek (Namibia), w it h some addit ional contr ibut ions. Scholars 

fr om Niger ia, Cameroon, Botswana, Zimbabwe, South Afr ica, Na-

mibia and Germany are dealing w it h the urgent question of how 

the Bible is involved in the widespread use of violence in polit ical, 

social, religious, and gender conflicts. One leading question is how 

to deal w it h the textual representation of violence in the Bible. It is 

taken up by more general hermeneutical contr ibut ions. The other 

leading question is how biblical texts and/ or concepts are used to 

cause and justify violence. This is taken up by a greater number of 

articles which deal w it h concrete societal and polit ical contexts in 

Zimbabwe and other Afr ican countr ies. The conference in Namibia 

was supported as a Humboldt-Kolleg on the Bible and Violence in 

Afr ica by the German Alexander von Humboldt Foundation. 
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