
Fro m re vie ws o f the  first e ditio n: 

'Profe ssor Horbury stre sse s the  c o ntinuitie s b e twe e n e a rly C hristo lo g y a nd Je wish 

id e a s, a nd a g a inst so m e  re c e nt vo ic e s, se e s a  wid e sp re a d (pre - C hristia n) Je wish 

m e ssia nic  e xp e c ta tio n. An inva lua b le  list of se le c te d lite ra ture  on m e ssia nism is 

c o up le d with a n introduc tory e ssa y, writte n for the  vo lum e , tha t surve ys the  history 

a nd pre se nt sta te  of sc ho la rship .' 

C risp in Fle tc he r-Lo uis, The  Jo urna l o f The o lo g ic a l Studie s 

'The se  studie s form a  substa ntia l a nd im pre ssive  b o dy. [...] Exa m ining  a  wide  

ra ng e  of m a te ria l so m e  of it re la tive ly o b sc ure  or little  kno wn, Horbury de ftly 

de m o nstra te s unde rlying  m e ssia nic  the m e s a nd unde rto ne s tha t wo uld no rma lly 

b e  hidde n from a  c a sua l or le ss fo c usse d re a d ing .' 

Susa n Pie rc e , Jo urna l o f Be lie fs a nd Va lue s, Vo l.25 

'The re  is ve ry m uc h tha t is va lua b le  in the  e ssa ys. Horbury is a  ke e n re a d e r of te xts, 

a nd he  ha s re a d from a n a sso rtm e nt of lite ra ture s tha t for most of us a re  se p a ra te d 

by the  b o unda rie s of a c a d e m ic  disc ipline s or ling uistic  c o m p e te nc e . ' 

W. A . M e e ks, Je wish Qua rte rly Re vie w 

Willia m Ho rb ury c o nsid e rs th e  issue  o f m e ssia nism a s it a rise s in Je w ish a n d  C hristia n 

tra d itio n . Whilst Ho rb ury's p rim a ry fo c us is th e  He ro d ia n p e rio d  a n d  th e  Ne w Te sta m e nt, 

he  p re se nts a  b ro a d e r histo ric a l tra je c to ry . As w e ll a s tre a tin g  c e n tra l th e m e s suc h a s 

m e ssia nism in th e  A p o c ry p h a  a n d  p se u d ig ra p h ia , th e  So n o f m a n a n d  Pa uline  ho p e s 

fo r a  n e w Je rusa le m , n e g le c te d  to p ic s a re  a lso  g iv e n d u e  c o n sid e ra tio n , in c lu d in g  

suffe ring  a n d  m e ssia nism in sy n a g o g u e  p o e try . This n e w C o rne rsto ne s e d itio n o f 

Ho rb ury's c la ssic  c o lle c tio n fe a ture s a  n e w e xte n d e d  in tro d u c tio n w h ic h u p d a te s a n d  

re -situa te s th e  v o lu m e  w ith in th e  c o n te xt o f c urre nt sc ho la rship . 
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