
In 1963, Pope John XXIII's renowned peace encyclical Pacem in 
Terris offered a practical vision beyond the accepted interna­
tional policies of his time and called for renewed commitment 
to the United Nations and international law. Fifty years later, the 
authors of this book critically debate the ideas for 'global political 
authority' and global law from their respective perspectives. Is 
the quest for a 'global political authority' well- or ill-founded? 
Can the International Court of Justice or the International 
Criminal Court be seen as an international authority in the mak­
ing? Or do we have to strive for alternative concepts for global 
authority that global governance theories have to offer? 


