
"In this o uts ta nd ing c o lle c tio n, two  le ading s c ho lars o f re ligio n and po litic s in Ame ric a 's 

past have  bro ught to ge the r an a ll-s tar ro ste r o f his to rians to  dis c uss re ligio n and po litic s 

in our pre se nt. Brim m ing with e xpe rtise  and ins ights , Faith in the  Ne w Mille nnium is 

s c ho la rs hip -in-a c tio n at its very f ine s t." 

—Kevin M. Kruse, author of One  Nation Unde r God: How Corporate  Ame rica Inve nte d Christian Ame rica 

The Sta tue  o f Lib e rty—d e p ic te d on a ro ads ide  b illb o a rd —d id no t c arry her c us to mary 

to rc h and ta b le t. Ins te ad , she  s hie lde d her eyes fro m wo rds tha t to we re d be s ide  her, 

wo rds tha t highway drive rs c o uld no t po ss ib ly avo id : "We are  no  longer a Chris tian na tio n." 

Unde rne ath was the  name o f the  man who spo ke  the m , the  natio n's pre s ide nt, Barack 

Obama. He  had made  the  o rigina l s ta te m e nt—"Wha te ve r we  o nc e  we re , we  are  no  longer 

a Chris tian na tio n, at le ast no t ju s t"—f o u r years e arlie r. Sinc e  the n tho se  wo rds had 

appe are d , in o ne  fo rm or ano the r, no t jus t on b illb o ards b ut in a ho st o f o the r ve nue s , 

a vis ib le  symbo l o f Ame ric a 's d ivide  over re ligio n and po litic s . 

In Faith in the  Ne w Mille nnium, a gro up o f le ading his to rians e xplo re s the  s hifting ro le  

o f re ligio n in Am e ric an po litic s in the  age  o f Obama, s he dd ing new and fa s c ina ting 

light on the  inte rplay o f fa ith and p o litic s . Each o f the  s ixte e n c o ntrib uto rs e xamine s 

a c o nte mpo rary issue , c o ntro ve rsy, or po lic y thro ugh a his to ric a l le ns . In an age  o f the  

2 4 -ho ur-ne ws -c yc le , whe re  c o m ple xity is o fte n burie d unde r b lus te r, the se  essays make  

a po we rful case  fo r unde rs tand ing the  s to rie s b e hind the  ne ws. The y tac kle  suc h to pic s 

as im m igra tio n re fo rm , rac ial turm o il, dro ne  wars , fo re ign po lic y, and the  uns to ppab le  

rise  o f so c ia l m e dia . Taken to ge the r, the y reveal how fa ith is s haping mo de rn Ame ric a , 

and how mo de rn Ame ric a is s haping fa ith . 
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