
T h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l R o m a n Catholic-Classical Pentecostal Dialogue is 

a r e m a r k a b l e discussion t h a t has a lready enjoyed over four decades 

of existence. Jelle Creemers has w r i t t e n w h a t I believe is t h e single 

most s igni f icant s t u d y of t h i s dialogue t o date. H e places t h e dialogue 

w i t h i n t h e larger ecumenical context a n d demonstrates i t s value 

o n a n u m b e r of f ronts . His e x a m i n a t i o n of t h e u n i q u e m e t h o d o l o g y 

e m p l o y i n g " h a r d quest ions" i n t h i s dialogue is unparal le led a n d i t po ints 

t o t h e i r significance as yet another t o o l t h a t can a i d i n t h e c o n t i n u i n g 

deve lopment i n t h e f i e l d of ecumenics. This v o l u m e is a valuable 

c o n t r i b u t i o n t o those seeking i n f o r m a t i o n o n t h e t w o largest C h r i s t i a n 

famil ies i n t h e w o r l d , t o professional ecumenists w h o are interes ted i n 

d o c u m e n t a t i o n , a n d t o s tudents s t u d y i n g ecumenical b i l a t e r a l dialogues 

a n d ecumenical methodology/ 
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'This is d e f i n i t e l y t h e most in-depth s t u d y o n methodologica l issues 

r e l a t e d t o 35 years of i n t e r n a t i o n a l ecumenical dialogue b e t w e e n t h e 

R o m a n Catholic C h ur c h a n d Classical Pentecostalism. A careful s t u d y 

of t h e f i n a l r epor t s of each dialogue phase makes i t clear t h a t , once t h e 

u n i q u e dialogue m e t h o d of r a i s i n g a n d a n s w e r i n g h a r d questions was 

f i r m l y established, t h e theological q u a l i t y of t h e dialogue was able to 

benef i t f r o m t h i s . The discovery t h a t a r i c h v a r i e t y of theological sources 

- f r o m t h e obvious ones of Scr ipture a n d rel igious/charismatic experience 

t o theological coherence a n d C h ur c h h i s t o r y - has been used i n t h e f i n a l 

reports , al lows for f r u i t f u l comparison w i t h other b i l a t e r a l dialogues.' 

PETER DE MEY, CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF LEUVEN, BELGIUM 

Jelle Creemers is Assistant Professor at t h e Evangelische Theologische 

Faculteit , Leuven, B e l g i u m . 


