
Tho ug h the first century A . D . saw the striking rise and expansio n o f Christianity 

thro ug ho ut the vast Ro man Emp ire, ancient histo rians have sho w n that an even 

stro nger imp erial cult spread far mo re rap id ly at the same time. H o w d id the early 

Jesus-fo llow ers cope w i th the all-pervasive culture o f emp ero r w o rship? 

This autho ritativ e stud y b y Bruce W inte r explores the v aried responses o f 

first-century Christians to imp erial requirements to rend er d iv ine ho no urs to the 

Caesars. W inter first examines the significant p rim ary ev idence o f emp ero r w o rship , 

p articularly analysing numero us inscrip tio ns in p ublic places and temples that attrib ­

uted d iv ine titles to the empero rs, and he then lo o ks at specific N e w Testament 

evidence in l ig ht o f his findings. 

"This v o lume presents Winter's careful re-evaluatio n o f the extrao rd inarily rap id spread 

o f social pressure amo ng b o th Gentiles and Jews, across the first-century Greek East, 

p ublic ly to ho no ur l iv ing Ro man empero rs as d iv ine beings. H is geo grap hically and 

chro no lo g ically focused appro ach especially reveals a d iverse range o f responses to 

this p heno meno n b o th amo ng the Jews and amo ng the first Christians w ho se p rim ary 

allegiance was to Jesus as Messiah. By analysing the p rimary , no n- literary sources and 

b u ild ing o n the scho larship o f o ther ancient histo rians, this stud y advances the field 

in particular and im p o rtant w ays." A n d re w  D C larke 

"Takes acco unt o f m uch im p o rtant new research o n emp ero r w o rship and w i l l be 

required read ing fo r ancient histo rians as w ell as fo r students o f the N e w Testament." 

— Stephen M itchell 
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