
The Klxdjd of Tanzania, Discontinuities of a Vostcolonial Religious 

identity at tempts to reconst ruct t he development of Khoja re li-

gious id en t ity from t h eir ar r ival to t he Swah ili coast i n the late 

18th cen tury u n t il t he t u rn of t he 21st cen tury. Th is m u lt id isci-

p lin ary study incorporates Gu jarat i, KacchT, Swah ili, and Arabic 

sources to examine the form at ion of an Afro-Asian Islamic id en t i-

t y (jcuuati) from t h eir in i t ia l Ind ie caste id en t ity (jndt i) towards an 

emergent Near Eastern imaged Islam ic n at ion (ummati) t h rou gh 

four d iscip linary approaches: h istor iography, polit ics, lingu ist ics, 

and ethnology. Over the past t wo centuries, rap id t ransit ions 

and d iscon t inu it ies have produced the profound tensions wh ich 

have resulted from the wi l l fu l amnesia of t h eir pre-Islamic Ind ie 

civilizat ion al past for an ideological and polit icized 'Islam ic' 

present. Th is study aims to docum en t, theorize, and engage th is 

theological t ran sform at ion of m odern Khoja religious iden t it ies 

as expressed t h r ou gh d imensions of power, language, space, 

and the body. 
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