
L I B R A R Y O F N E W T E S T A M E N T S T U D I E S 

T h e L i b r a ry o f N ew Te s t a m e nt St u d ies ( LN TS) is a p r e m i er 

b o ok ser ies t h at o ffe rs c u t t i n g - e d ge w o r k fo r a r e a d e r s h ip 

o f sch o la r s, t e a ch e rs i n t he f i e l d o f N ew Te s t a m e nt 

s t u d ie s, p o s t g r a d u a te s t u d e n ts a nd a d va n c ed u n d e r-

gr a d u a t e s. A l l t he m a ny a nd d ive r se asp ects o f N ew 

Te s t a m e nt s t u dy are r e p r e s e n t ed a nd p r o m o t e d, 

i n c l u d i n g i n n o v a t i ve w o r k f r o m h i s t o r i c al p e r sp e c t i ve s, 

s t u d ies u s i ng s o c ia l - s c ie n t i f ic a nd l i t e r a ry t h e o r y, a nd 

d e v e l o p i ng t h e o l o g i c a l, c u l t u r al a nd c o n t e x t u al a p p r o a ch e s. 

PAUL AN D THE CREATION OF 
A CO UNTER-CULTURAL CO M M U N I T Y 
T h r o u gh an in vest iga t ion of t he logic of Paul i n 1 Co r in t h ia n s, H o is ab le t o 

reveal ce r t a in t r u t hs a b o ut t he ear ly Ch r is t ian c o m m u n i t y. Paul con s is t en t ly 

in d o c t r in a t es n ew values for t he au d ien ce t o u p h o ld w h i ch are again st t he 

m a in s t r e am of social values i n t he s u r r o u n d i ng societ y. I t is sh o wn t h at Paul 

does n ot engage i n issues of in t e r n al sch ism p er se, b ut r a t h er i n t he q u e s t ion 

o f t he d is t in c t i ve values in sid ers sh o u ld u p h o ld so as t o be recogn isab le t o 

ou t s id er s. W h i l e t he c h u r ch is n e i t h er a sect ar ian n or an a c c o m m o d a t i ng 

c o m m u n i ty i t sh o u ld m a in t a in con st ant social co n t act w i t h ou t s id e rs so as 

t o b r i n g t he gospel o f Ch r ist t o t h e m. I n a d d i t i o n, in sid ers s h o u ld p ract ice 

r ad ical values t h at c o u ld ch a llen ge t he exis t ing sh ared social values p r eva lent 

i n t he Ro m an c i t y o f Co r i n t h. These n ew values are based m a in ly on 

Scr ip t u r e, an c ient Jewish l i t e r a t u r e, a nd t he n ew social i d e n t i ty o f t he ch u r ch 

d e fin ed by Jesus Ch r is t. Th is fresh in t e r p r e t a t i on ren d ers t he logical f lo w , 

u n i t a ry d esign a nd coh eren ce of 1 Cor. 5-11.1 m o re ap p aren t. 
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