
I n Community Building in the Shepherd of Hermas, Mark Grundeken 

invest igates key aspects of Ch r ist ian com m u n ity lif e as reflected 

u pon i n the early Ch r ist ian wr i t in g the Shepherd of Hermas ( 2n d centu-

ry CE) . Grundeken's themat ic study deals w i t h various topics: the 

com m un it y's iden t it y, in clu d ing it s (alleged) 'Jewish Christ ianness', 

(lack of) resurrect ion belief, sectarian tendencies and it s relat ion to 

the author it ies and to the emperor cu lt; social features, encompass-

in g gender roles and charity; and r it uals such as bapt ism, metanoia, 

Eucharist ic meals, the Sunday collect ion, dancing (and singing), the 

'holy kiss' and reading of Scripture. The many fru it fu l en t ries prove 

Hermas to be one of the m a in texts for studying the development of 

com m u n ity b u i ld ing i n the early church. 
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