
R EL I G I O N I G L O BA L STU D IES I PO PU LA R C U L T U R E 

Z
orba the Buddha is the f irst co mp rehensiv e stud y o f the life, teachings, 

and f o l l o w i n g o f the co ntro v ersial Ind ian g u ru k n o w n in his y o u th as 

Bhag w an Shree Rajneesh and in his later years as O sho ( 1931-1990) . M o st 

A mericans to d ay remember h i m o nly as the "sex g u r u " and the "Ro l ls Ro yce 

g u r u , " w h o b u i l t a hugely successful but scand al-rid d en Uto p ian c o m m u nity 

in central O reg o n d u ring the 1980s. Yet O sho w as arg uably the first tru ly 

g lo bal g u ru o f the tw entieth century , creating a large transnatio nal mo v e

ment that traced a co m p lex g lo bal c ircu it f ro m po st-Ind epend ence Ind ia 

o f the 1960s to Reagan's A m erica o f the 1980s and back to a d ev elo p ing 

new Ind ia in the 1990s. The O sho m o v em ent embo d ies some o f the mo st 

im p o rtant eco no mic and sp iritual currents o f the past f o rty years, emerg ing 

and ad ap ting w i th i n an increasing ly interco nnected and co nf lic ted late-cap

italist w o r l d o rd er. Based o n extensive ethno g rap hic and archiv al research, 

H u g h Urb an has created a rich and p o w e rf u l narrativ e that is a must-read 

fo r anyo ne interested in relig io n and g lo b aliz atio n. 

" Th is is a marv elo us b o o k, d isp lay ing theo retical so p histicatio n, mature er

u d i ti o n , c ritical balance, archiv al and ethno g rap hic hard w o r k , and a f lu id 

engag ing w r i t i n g style. It w i l l make a m ajo r c o n trib u tio n to the stud y and 

analysis o f m o d ern charismatic g u ru m o v em ents." — JE F F R E Y K R I P A L , 

J. N e w to n Ray z o r Pro fessor o f Relig io n, Rice Univ ersity 

"Balanc ing p erso nal interv iew s, archiv al w o r k , and Osho 's o w n vo ice, Zorba 

the Buddha gives a v ib rant sense o f the c o m m u n i ty o f devotees, as w el l as 

the sentiments o f ex-devo tees, w i th o u t being d ragged into the mire o f their 

co ntested debates. Urb an has w o rk e d imp ressiv ely w i t h v ery d if f icu lt mate

rials and p ro d u c tiv e ly engaged a hig hly co ntro v ersial and o f ten co ntrad ic to 

ry figure. This b o o k is a p leasure to read ." — A M A N D A L U C I A , A ssociate 

Pro fesso r o f Relig io n, Univ ersity o f C al i f o rn ia, Riversid e 
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