
In t he early-modern per iod—as bot h reformed and 

Cat holic churches st rove t o art iculat e o r t hodox 

belief and conduct t hrough t ext s, sermons, rit uals, 

and images—communit ies grappled f requent ly w i t h 

t he connect ion bet ween sacred space and behavior. 

The Sacralizat ion of Space and Behavior in the 

Early Modern World explores individual and 

com m uni t y involvement in t he approbat ion, 

reconf igurat ion and regulat ion of sacred spaces and 

behavior (bot h animal and human) w i t h in t hem . 

The individual's understanding of sacred space, and 

consequent ly t he behavior appropr iat e w i t h in 

it , depended on local need, group dynamics, and 

t he disseminat ion of normat ive expect at ions. Whi le 

t hese expect at ions were def ined in a growing 

body of confessionalizing l i t erat ure, locally and 

int ernat ionally t radit ional clerical aut horit ies found 

t hei r decisions cont est ed, ci rcum vent ed, o r 

elaborat ed in order t o make room f or ot her 

st akeholders' act ivit ies and needs. To clearly reveal 

t he ef fort s of early m odern groups t o negot iate 

aut hor i t y and t he t ransformat ion of behavior w i t h 

sacred space, t his collect ion presents examples t hat 

al low t he deconst ruct ion of t hese t ensions and t he 

explorat ion of t he result ing campaigns w i t h in 

sacred space. 

Based on new archival research t he eleven chapters 

in t his collect ion examine diverse aspects of t he 

campaigns t o t ransform Christ ian behavior w i t h in a 

variet y of t ypes of sacred space and t hrough a 

spect rum of media. These essays give voice t o t he 

argument s, exhor t at ions, and accusat ions t hat 

surrounded t he act ivit ies t aking place in early 

m odern sacred space and reveal much about how 

people made sense of t hese t ransformat ions. 
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